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From  Dave's  Desk 


Welcome  to  Rare  Coin  Review  131 
(for  ANA  members).  It  was  back  in  1955 
that  our  first  priced  catalogue  was  pub¬ 
lished,  while  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  under 
that  title,  has  been  around  for  about  30 
years!  This  issue  will  have  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  "mintages"  of  any  issue,  for  in  addition 
to  going  to  the  Bowers  and  Merena  mailing 
list,  it  is  being  sent  to  the  majority  of  names 
on  the  American  Numismatic  Association's 
list.  For  your  information,  this  special  mail¬ 
ing  was  handled  by  a  bonded  mailing 
house  and  the  mailing  list  was  not  revealed 
to  us.  We  feel,  and  the  ANA  agrees,  that  is 
the  most  professional  way  of  getting  some 
exciting  information  to  the  ANA  member¬ 
ship.  Now,  on  to  the  exciting  message. 

We  are  delighted  to  be  conducting  the 
Millennium  Auction  for  the  ANA  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  next  summer,  the  year  2000.  We  are 
already  making  exciting  plans,  and  if  you 
would  like  to  participate  as  a  consignor  or  a 
bidder,  we  invite  you  to  get  in  touch.  Our 
involvement  with  the  ANA  goes  back  a 
long  time,  including  the  conducting  of  mul¬ 
tiple  auctions,  writing  the  "Coins  and  Col¬ 
lectors"  column  each  month  for  The  Numis¬ 
matist  (voted  as  the  most-read  column  in  the 
magazine  by  an  independent  survey!),  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors  for  a 
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number  of  years  and  as  president  1983- 
1985,  and  writing  (contributing  my  time 
gratis)  the  two-volume  ANA  Centennial  His¬ 
tory  1891-1991.  And  this  is  just  a  short  list! 
Anyway,  I  and  the  others  here  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  have  enjoyed  our  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  ANA,  and  we  all  look 
forward  to  the  Millennium  Sale  to  be  held 
in  August. 

Welcome  to  Rare  Coin  Review  131 
(for  our  regular  readers).  This  issue  is 
filled  with  what  we  hope  you  will  find  to 
be  interesting  contents:  several  articles,  lots 
of  interesting  coins  including  many  new 
listings,  and  a  lot  more.  There  are  also 
some  comments  about  the  ANA,  including 
the  preceding  paragraphs.  If  you  are  not 
now  a  member  of  the  ANA  and  would  like 
to  be,  drop  a  note  to  me  (QDB)  or  anyone 
else  on  the  Bowers  and  Merena  staff,  and 
we'll  send  you  a  membership  application 
with  our  endorsement. 

Welcome  to  Rare  Coin  Review  131 
(for  everyone  else!).  In  addition  to  the 
foregoing  recipients,  this  RCR  will  go  to 
newcomers  to  our  mailing  list  and  those 
who  have  inquired  about  us  and  what  we 
do.  The  worldwide  news  coverage  of  the 
Childs  Collection  and  The  Coin  (the  1804 
dollar)  was  probably  the  most  extensive 
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ever  given  to  any  single  event  in  the  rare 
coin  hobby  — at  any  time!  If  you  learned 
about  B&M  this  way,  welcome!  In  addi¬ 
tion,  when  we  had  our  sale  of  "treasure 
gold  coins"  from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
this  summer,  there  was  so  much  excite¬ 
ment— so  many  inquiries,  so  many  new 
bidders  —  that  we  ran  out  of  catalogues!  If 
you  learned  about  B&M  through  this  trea¬ 
sure  auction,  again  welcome!  1  hope  you'll 
subscribe  and  stay  with  us  for  a  long  time. 

As  an  inducement  to  subscribe,  we 
make  a  special  offer:  Write,  fax,  call,  or  e- 
mail,  sign  up  for  the  next  year's  worth  of 
our  periodicals  for  $145,  and  you  can  pick 
out  $50  list  price  worth  of  gift  books  from 
the  Books  For  Sale  section  of  this  issue, 
and  we'll  pay  the  postage,  too!  In  this 
way,  your  net  cost  is  just  $95,  which 
means  that  even  if  you  are  a  newcomer, 
you  will  be  getting  our  old-time  "pre¬ 
ferred  customer"  rate! 

Here  are  some  of  the  things  that  will 
be  coming  in  your  mailbox!  Almost  unbe¬ 
lievable: 

•  A  vear's  worth  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
tain  turned  on  page  2) 

Subscribe  Today! 

A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view,  and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus  nine  Grand  For¬ 
mat™  auction  catalogues  produced  by  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  (with  prices  realized),  and 
special  offers  and  mailings.  A  value  of  over  $300  if 
purchased  separately! 

Domestic  Subscription . $145.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail)....  $200.00 
Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail) $250.00 

It 

For  Instant  Service  Call 
1-800-222-5993  (orders  only,  please) 
General  inquiries  and  in  NH  (603)  569-5095 

24-Hr.  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 
e-mail:  directsales@bowersandmerena.coni 
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viezv  -  the  "winningest"  dealer  magazine 
ever  published!  Year  after  year,  including 
this  year,  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 
has  given  the  RCR  top  honors! 

•  A  year's  worth  of  our  Grand  For¬ 
mat™  illustrated  auction  catalogues,  again 
the  "winningest"  in  the  business,  having 
garnered  more  "Catalogue  of  the  Year" 
and  "Extraordinary  Merit"  awards  than 
have  the  catalogues  of  anv  other  firm.  • 
Starting  the  year  2000  vou  will  be  receiving 
our  fabulous  Rarities  catalogue  for  our 
auction  just  prior  to  the  FUN  convention.  • 
Then,  our  fabulous  auction  season  rolls  out 
spectacular  catalogues  in  March,  May, 
June,  August,  October,  and  November,  in¬ 
cluding  two  landmark  catalogues,  Parts  III 
and  IV  of  the  Flarry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection, 
showcasing  the  most  extensive,  most  valu¬ 
able  collection  of  United  States  gold  coins 
ever  to  come  to  market! 

•  You'll  receive  the  memorable  ANA 
Millennium  Auction  Sale  catalogue. 

•  Approximately  every  three  to  four 
weeks,  our  newspaper,  The  Coin  Collector, 
will  arrive,  too. 

As  you  can  see,  you'll  have  enough  in¬ 
teresting,  value-filled  reading  to  keep  you 
busy  almost  every  night  of  the  year,  if  you 
wish!  If  you  are  building  a  fine  collection, 
you'll  be  front  row  center  as  coins  ranging 
from  entry-level  pieces  to  classic  rarities  are 
offered.  And,  that  is  not  all:  If,  for  any  rea¬ 
son,  you  are  not  100%  delighted  with  your 
subscription,  an  instant  refund  in  full  is 
yours,  less  $20  we'll  charge  you  (less  than 
our  cost!)  for  the  gift  books  you  ordered.  I 
can't  imagine  anyone  ever  asking  for  a  re¬ 


fund,  but  the  guarantee  is  there  if  you  want 
it!  The  easiest  way  to  subscribe  is  to  take  out 
your  credit  card,  call  toll-free  1-800-222- 
5993,  and  charge  your  subscription  on  the 
spot.  We'll  do  the  rest!  (And,  in  case  you 
wanted  to  know,  it  costs  us  over  $300  to  cre¬ 
ate  and  bring  these  publications  to  you!) 

"Mission  Statements"  are  popular 
these  days,  and  it  might  be  proper  to  state 
ours,  although  our  long-time  motto,  "Your 
friends  in  the  rare  coin  business"  will  prob¬ 
ably  do  fine.  For  many  years  we  have  been 
America's  leading  supplier  of  high  quality 
choice  and  rare  coins  to  collectors,  dealers, 
and  museums,  while  at  the  same  time  we 
have  been  leading  factors  in  numismatic  re¬ 
search,  publishing,  and  hobby  enrichment 
and  outreach.  Our  goal,  our  mission  state¬ 
ment  for  you:  We  will  do  our  best  to  make 
coin  collecting  as  enjoyable  and  rewarding 
as  possible  for  you,  by  providing  excellent 
quality,  good  value  for  the  price  paid,  and 
excellent  personal  service.  You  are  invited  to 
join  the  Bowers  and  Merena  family. 

Books  are  the  key  to  success  in  coin 
collecting.  Show  me  a  person  who  enjoys 
coins  and  who  "buys  smart,"  and  you'll 
show  me  a  person  with  a  shelf  full  of  books 
about  numismatics.  Good  news!  See  our 
Books  for  Sale  section  for  a  listing  of  inter¬ 
esting,  valuable  titles  — each  at  a  discount! 
And,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called  "the 
world's  finest  hobby,"  and  justifiably  so. 
Forming  a  fine  collection  is  at  once  a  chal¬ 
lenge  and  a  pleasure,  a  treasure  for  the  fu¬ 
ture— a  pursuit  that  will  vastly  enrich  your 
enjoyment  of  tradition,  art,  history,  and 


other  quintessential  aspects  that  contribute 
to  the  joy  of  life.  In  your  own  home,  or 
your  office,  or  in  your  bank  vault  you  will 
enjoy  the  treasures  of  the  past,  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  having  your  own  personal  museum. 

Look  through  the  pages  carefully, 
and  select  the  pieces  of  greatest  interest  to 
you.  For  coins,  ordering  is  easy:  Just  call 
Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  toll-free  at  1- 
800-222-5993.  If  you've  established  credit, 
ask  for  coins  on  approval.  If  not,  simply 
charge  them  to  your  credit  card.  In  either 
event,  you  have  30  days  (seven  days  for 
certified  coins)  to  be  sure  that  each  coin  or 
other  item  you  receive  from  us  is  in  the 
grade  you  want,  is  of  the  aesthetic  appeal 
you  want,  and  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value. 
If  you  are  an  old-timer  with  us,  you  know 
the  quality  we  offer.  If  this  is  your  first  copy 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  send  us  a  trial  or¬ 
der,  and  I  expect  you'll  be  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  client  for  a  long  time!  We  want  you 
to  be  just  as  excited  about  your  package 
when  it  arrives  as  we  were  when  we 
bought  the  coins  for  our  inventory.  Or,  if 
you  are  ordering  books,  ask  for  Donna 
Badeau,  Mary  Tocci,  or  Debbie  McDonald. 
Best  plan:  Order  some  coins  plus  some 
books!  And,  if  you're  not  on  our  mailing 
list,  please  join  us  as  a  subscriber!  We'd  all 
love  to  have  you! 

Thank  you  for  your  business  and 
friendship. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 


Sign-Up  Bonus:  $50  Worth  of  FREE  Books! 


If  you  are  an  active  collector,  please 
join  us  as  a  subscriber! 

Many  wonderful,  interesting,  value- 
filled  catalogues  will  come  your  way  if 
you  do! 

It's  as  easy  as  A-B-C,  as  easy  as  pie: 

The  cost  is  $145  (to  U.S.  addresses), 
for  which  you'll  receive  a  year's  worth 
of  our  periodicals  (which  cost  us  over 
$300  to  produce  and  deliver  to  you;  this 
is  why  we  solicit  subscriptions  only 


from  active  numismatists),  the  most  ac¬ 
claimed  price  lists,  private  periodicals, 
and  auction  catalogues  in  numismatics! 

And,  yes,  about  those  free  books:  You 
can  take  your  pick  of  up  to  $50  list  price 
worth  of  books  in  our  Books  for  Sale  section, 
and  we'll  send  them  to  you  as  a  thank  you 
for  subscribing.  And,  we'll  pay  the  postage. 

Here's  all  you  do:  Take  out  your  credit 
card,  call  toll-free  1-800-222-5993,  and 
charge  your  subscription  on  the  spot. 
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Rocky  Mountain  Hi!  (as  in  "Hello") 


Hall  of  Fame  Re-dedication 

"1  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills, 
from  whence  cometh  my  help,"  Psalms 
121. 

Well,  here  in  New  Hampshire  we  do 
have  our  share  of  mountains,  but  nothing 
like  those  in  Colorado.  Thus,  it  was  a 
pleasure  in  early  July  to  say  "hi"  in  person 
to  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  general  and  to 
Pikes  Peak  in  particular.  (Did  you  know 
that  the  Post  Office  decreed  long  ago  that 
there  should  be  no  punc¬ 
tuation  in  Pikes,  such  as 
Pike's?) 

The  occasion  was  the 
31st  Annual  Summer  Semi¬ 
nar  held  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Association 
on  July  10-16,  1999.  For  a 
week,  over  300  students 
delved  into  various  aspects 
of  coinage.  All  of  this  was 
prefaced  on  Saturday,  July 
10th,  with  a  special  cer¬ 
emony  at  ANA  Headquar¬ 
ters  for  the  re-dedication  of 
the  ANA  Hall  of  Fame. 

Your  editor  was  tapped  to 
be  the  keynote  speaker. 

Arriving  at  the  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  airport  (a  re¬ 
ally  wonderful  new  facil¬ 
ity)  scarcely  an  hour  be¬ 
fore,  my  wife  Christie  and  I  rented  a  Lin¬ 
coln  Town  Car  (a  very  nice  vehicle)  from 
Budget,  and  drove  to  the  ANA.  There  was 
enough  time  to  arrive  a  few  minutes  early 
and  greet  the  many  people  on  hand,  in¬ 
cluding  some  who  were  seated  in  a  spe¬ 
cially  erected  tent  on  the  front  lawn.  (As  it 
turned  out  the  day  was  sunny,  and  the 
tent  protected  no  one  from  rain,  although 
it  looked  quite  elegant.) 

Executive  Director  Ed  Pochette  of  the 


ANA  gave  opening  remarks,  while  on  the 
dais  (actually  the  top  of  the  steps  at  Head¬ 
quarters)  a  number  of  specially  invited 
guests  sat  in  folding  chairs.  These  in¬ 
cluded  Polly  Dodson  (wife  of  the  late  Ad¬ 
miral  Dodson,  past  president  of  the  ANA 
and  an  earlier  inductee  in  the  Hall  of 
Fame),  Arthur  Friedberg  (son  of  the  late 
Robert  Friedberg,  another  inductee),  Lucy 
Freeman  (widow  of  the  late  S.W.  Freeman, 
long  associated  with  the  ANA,  and  an¬ 


Pikes  Peak  as  seen  from  Woodland  Park. 

other  inductee),  and  Judith  Groshek,  act¬ 
ing  superintendent  of  the  Denver  Mint, 
who  spoke  briefly.  The  Denver  Mint, 
about  60  miles  to  the  north  of  Colorado 
Springs,  has  thrown  open  its  doors  to  stu¬ 
dents  attending  the  ANA  Seminar,  and 
each  year  there  is  a  field  trip  to  watch 
coins  being  made.  The  last  time  I  went, 
which  was  circa  1976,  we  all  went  down 
on  the  factory  floor  among  the  presses 
and  were  quite  impressed  with  the  "prob¬ 


lem"  coins  that  were  here  and  there  near 
the  presses  and  sorting  screens  (we  call 
them  "mint  errors,"  of  course,  and  they 
are  valuable). 

Numismatists  Then  and  (Some)  Now 
By  the  time  of  the  re-dedication  cer¬ 
emony  in  July,  64  individuals  had  been  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  ANA  Hall  of  Fame.  The 
roster  being  as  follows  (taken  from  the 
special  program  of  the  event),  with  those 
with  no  closing  life  date 
listed  representing  the 
people  still  living.  Of 
course,  a  long  article 
could  be  written  about 
each  of  the  following  (or 
at  least  most  of  them), 
but  I've  kept  it  short 
and  added  a  brief 
memo  after  each  name, 
just  saying  one  or  two 
things  about  each,  add¬ 
ing  a  personal  recollec¬ 
tion  or  two. 

Reading  sugges¬ 
tion:  Check  the  rest  of 
this  article  first,  then 
come  back  to  the  little 
sketches  of  honorees: 

Edgar  H.  Adams 
(1868-1940)  •  Amer¬ 
ica's  leading  numis¬ 
matic  researcher  circa  1905-1915.  It  is 
too  bad  that  he  did  not  write  more. 
Columnist  for  the  New  York  Sun. 

Eva  B.  Adams  (1908-91).  •  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mint.  Removed  mintmarks 
from  coin  dies.  Blamed  collectors  for 
coin  shortage  of  the  1960s.  Later  re¬ 
pented  and  became  active  in  the  hohbv 
and  even  sought  the  presidency  of  the 
ANA. 

Harry  W.  Bass  lr.  (1927-98).  •  Col 
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lector  specializing  in  numismatic  books 
and  gold  coins.  Fine  fellow,  well  re¬ 
membered;  our  firm  is  in  the  process  of 
auctioning  many  coins  from  his  estate, 
while  George  F.  Kolbe  is  auctioning  the 
Bass  Library.  A  connoisseur  par  excel¬ 
lence. 

George  J.  Bauer  (1870-1961).  • 
Rare  coin  dealer  and  auctioneer,  student 
of  ancient  coins.  A  familiar  figure  at  the 
Empire  State  (New  York)  Numismatic 
Association  conventions  when  I  used  to 
attend  in  the  1950s. 

Aubrey  E.  Bebee  (1906-92).  •  Ac¬ 
tually,  his  wife  Adeline  should  share  the 
honor.  Together  they  were  active  deal¬ 
ers  from  the  1930s  to  the  1970s.  For  per¬ 
sonal  satisfaction  they  bought  one  each 
of  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  and 
1804  silver  dollar,  and,  having  no  chil¬ 
dren,  donated  them  to  the  ANA  (where 
they  were  on  exhibit  during  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Seminar).  Bowers  and  Merena  auc¬ 
tioned  important  coins  from  their  per¬ 
sonal  collection  and  inventory. 

Herbert  M.  Bergen  (1897-1988).  • 
Oil  man  from  Fullerton,  California. 
One-time  president  of  the  ANA.  Col¬ 
lected  many  things,  but  enjoyed  quarter 
dollars  the  most.  His  col¬ 
lection  was  intended  to  go 
to  the  ANA,  but  he  did 
not  like  certain  "political" 
situations  at  the  ANA 
years  ago,  and  he  con¬ 
signed  it  for  auction  to 
Quality  Sales  Corporation 
(Abner  Kreisberg  and 
jerry  Cohen). 

George  H.  Blake 
(1858-1955).  •  Grand  old 
man  in  the  paper  money 
field  who  did  much  valu- 
able  research  and  pub¬ 
lished  several  studies  in 
the  early  20th  century.  Too 
bad  he  isn't  around  today. 

He  would  not  believe  the 
fantastic  interest! 

Q.  David  Bowers 
(1938).  •  Me. 

Frederick  C.C.  Boyd 
(1874-1960).  •  New  York 
City  business  executive 


who  was  also  a  rare  coin  dealer  (a  major 
advertiser  in  The  Numismatist  in  the 
1920s).  At  one  time  he  had  a  1933  $20 
and  proudly  displayed  it  (before  Uncle 
Sam  decided  to  "attack"  this  date;  who 
can  fight  city  hall  or  the  government?). 
His  cabinet  was  broken  up,  with  major 
sections  (patterns,  etc.)  sold  to  King 
Farouk  of  Egypt  and  his  silver  and  gold 
auctioned  by  Numismatic  Gallery  (Abe 
Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg)  under  title 
of  "The  World's  Greatest  Collection," 
1945-1946.  Later,  many  of  his  colonials, 
tokens,  and  early  paper  money  went  to 
John  j.  Ford,  Jr. 

Elston  G.  Bradfield  (1906-77).  • 
Long-time  foundation  stone  in  the 
structure  of  The  Numismatist. 

Victor  D.  Brenner  (1871-1924).  • 
Although  I  don't  believe  he  was  ever 
active  in  the  ANA,  this  sculptor,  famil¬ 
iar  to  every  collector  of  Lincoln  cents, 
enjoyed  his  membership  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society  and  often  vis¬ 
ited  ANS  Headquarters  (at  155th  and 
Broadway,  NYC;  they  will  soon  start 
packing  their  luggage  to  move  into  new 
ANS  headquarters  at  140  William  Street 
in  the  financial  district  of  NYC). 


Part  of  the  Hall  of  Fame  Gallery  at 
American  Numismatic  Association  Headquarters. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Kenneth  E.  Bressett  (1928).  •  Edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Guide  Book,  fine  fellow  who 
has  been  front-row  center  in  the  hobby 
and  was  a  person  to  look  up  to  when  I 
was  a  kid  in  the  early  1950s.  Likes  colo¬ 
nial  and  state  coins,  especially  Vermont 
coppers,  and  bought  one  at  the  recent 
Childs  Collection  sale.  Also  is  knowl¬ 
edgeable  in  the  field  of  Chinese  coins, 
but  few  people  know  this.  A  major  con¬ 
tributor,  along  with  Eric  P.  Newman,  to 
my  new  book  about  Edmund  Roberts 
and  the  fabulous  silver  dollars  dated 
1804. 

Agnes  Baldwin  Brett  (1876-1955). 
•  Important  in  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society  and  elsewhere,  too. 

David  M.  Bullowa  (1912-53).  • 
Dealer  who  once  worked  for  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Co.  Wrote  one  of  the 
first  books  on  commemorative  coins 
(1938).  Set  up  shop  in  Philadelphia  and 
married  Cathy,  who  is  still  a  well- 
known  figure  in  the  coin  trade.  As  a 
widow,  she  married  Earl  Moore,  a 
prominent  figure  in  the  field  of  auto¬ 
graphs  and  a  nephew  of  Stephen  K. 
Nagy. 

Sheldon  S.  Carroll  (1914-98).  • 
Important  in  ANA 
politics  and  adminis¬ 
tration  for  many  years. 

Henry  Chapman 
(1860-1935).  •  With  his 
brother  S.  Hudson 
Chapman  (why  isn't 
he  a  Hall  of  Fame 
member,  too?),  he  ran 
the  Chapman  brothers 
dealership  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  from  the  late 
1870s  until  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1906,  when  the 
brothers  split,  each  to 
continue  his  own  suc¬ 
cess.  The  highlight  of 
their  career  was  the 
1882  Bushnell  Sale,  of 
which  a  book  could  be 
written. 

Sylvester  S. 
Crosby  (1831-1914).  • 
Pre-eminent  figure  in 
the  field  of  colonial 
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Cathy  Clark  ami  Barbara  Gregory  (editor  of  The  Numismatist) 
in  the  Editorial  Department  at  ANA  Headquarters. 


coin  research.  Author  in 
the  1870s  of  Early  Coins  of 
America,  which  today  in 
1999  is  still  the  standard 
text!  Now,  1  ask  you,  how 
many  other  American  coin 
books  have  endured  for 
over  a  century  without  be¬ 
ing  revised? 

John  S.  Davenport 
(1907).  •  A  college  profes¬ 
sor,  man  of  many  talents. 

Prominent  in  the  field  of 
world  crowns  and  thalers; 
any  library  on  the  subject 
will  have  multiple  books 
with  his  name  on  the 
spine. 

Frank  G.  Duffield 
(1867-1954).  •  From  Balti¬ 
more,  where  he  edited  The 
Numismatist  for  over  two 
decades.  Not  everyone 
liked  his  running  of  long 
serial  articles  on  tokens 
and  counterstamps  or,  especially,  D.C. 
Wismer's  endless  series  on  broken  bank 
notes,  but  those  who  read  these,  even 
today,  cannot  help  but  get  educated. 

Adam  Eckfeldt  (1769-1852).  •  He 
was  present  at  the  creation.  Employed 
by  the  Philadelphia  Mint  from  the  earli¬ 
est  days  onward  (this  means  1792!),  he 
later  retired,  but  could  not  resist  visiting 
the  Mint  frequently.  Certain  "master 
coins"  he  saved  were  used  as  the 
nucleus  for  the  Mint  Cabinet  (initiated 
in  July  1838).  If  only  a  roving  reporter 
had  interviewed  him,  so  we  could  all 
read  today  about  restrikes,  dies,  rela¬ 
tionships  with  collectors  such  as  Robert 
Gilmor,  and  other  information. 

Ole  P.  Eklund  (1873-1950).  •  Be¬ 
fore  my  time.  Prominent  in  ANA  mat¬ 
ters.  He  and  others  who  have  but  short 
notes  in  the  present  commentary  can  be 
fleshed  out  by  checking  the  two-volume 
book  set,  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  Centennial  History  1891-1991. 

J.  Douglas  Ferguson  (1901-81).  • 
A  Canadian  who  was  prominent  in 
American  numismatics  as  well,  the  geo¬ 
graphical  opposite  of  John  J.  Pittman. 

S.  Wolcott  Freeman  (1906-67).  •  1 


didn't  know  about  the  "Wolcott"  until  1 
saw  it  in  print.  He  was  known  as  "S.W." 
in  his  byline.  He  liked  bronze  two-cent 
pieces  and  wrote  a  monograph  about 
them. 

Albert  R.  Frey  (1858-1926).  •  Pep- 
pery-temperamented  New  Yorker,  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club 
and  other  arenas.  Wrote  a  memorable 
series  of  articles  on  tokens  and  medals 
issued  by  coin  dealers,  published  in  The 
Numismatist  in  the  first  decade  of  the 
present  century.  Compiled  a  dictionary 
of  numismatic  terms. 

Robert  Friedberg  (1912-63).  •  A 
man  of  many  accomplishments,  but  of 
whom  relatively  little  has  appeared  in 
print.  Among  other  things,  he  was  a 
major  supplier  of  coins  to  King  Farouk, 
revolutionized  a  section  of  our  hobby  in 
1953  when  he  published  United  States 
Paper  Money  (today,  "Friedberg  num¬ 
bers"  are  everywhere,  despite  a  number 
of  other  fine  authors  having  turned  out 
great  texts),  and,  amazingly,  he  was  able 
to  run  dozens  of  coin  departments  in 
major  department  stores. 

Maurice  M.  Gould  (1909-75).  •  A 
very  fine  friend  for  many  years,  Maury 


used  to  be  co-owner 
(with  Frank  Washburn) 
of  the  Copley  Coin 
Company  in  Boston. 
Later,  he  packed  up  and 
moved  to  California, 
where  he  became  a 
writer  for  Coin  World 
and  was  active  in  the 
Numismatic  Literary 
Guild  and  other  areas. 
When  1  started  collect¬ 
ing  counterstamped 
large  copper  cents,  in 
1955,  Maury  and  I  corre¬ 
sponded;  later,  he  sold 
me  many  items  from  his 
collection. 

John  W.  Haseltine 
(1838-1925).  •  One  of 
the  foremost  figures  on 
the  professional  numis¬ 
matic  scene  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  from  the  1870s  to 
the  turn  of  the  century, 
his  swan  song  being  delivered  at  the 
1908  ANA  convention.  Haseltine  knew 
much  but  told  little.  The  roving  reporter 
mentioned  earlier  (under  Adam  Eck¬ 
feldt)  would  have  hit  pay  dirt  with 
Haseltine,  too. 

George  D.  Hatie  (1838-97).  •  ANA 
president,  ANA  legal  counsel  for  many 
years,  contributing  untold  time  and  ef¬ 
fort  mostly  gratis.  Collected  Civil  War 
tokens,  broken  bank  notes,  postcards, 
and  heaven  knows  what  else  — a  born 
collector.  My  company  auctioned  his 
marvelous  collection  of  United  States 
coins  years  ago. 

Barclay  V.  Head  (1844-1914).  • 

Prominent  in  the  field  of  ancient  coins, 
his  studies  on  the  subject  still  being  of 
use  today.  When  the  frieze  was  put 
around  the  American  Numismatic 
Society's  building  in  New  York  Citv 
circa  1908,  his  name  was  incised  into  it 
(American  numismatists  did  not  count 
for  much,  and  although  many  European 
numismatists  were  so  honored,  just  one 
American  was  listed,  that  being 
Crosby!);  we  presume  that  turnabout  is 
fair  play,  and  if  the  Royal  Numismatic 
Society  in  London  build1'  a  new  head- 
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quarters,  no  doubt  such  American 
names  as  DICKESON,  SAGE, 
HASELTINE,  ADAMS,  MEHL,  etc.,  will 
be  on  their  building  (don't  bet  on  it). 

George  F.  Heath  (1850-1908).  • 
Founder  of  The  Numismatist  and  also 
the  American  Numismatic  Association. 
An  earlv-day  intellectual  equivalent  of 
1999's  Dr.  Henry  Salvards  (editor  of 
Penny-Wise).  The  highest  honor  of  the 
ANA  should  not  be  called  the  Farran 
Zerbe  Award,  but  should  be  the  George 
F.  Heath  Award. 

John  M.  Henderson  (1870-1942).  • 

Controversial,  especially  in  the  waning 
years  of  the  first  decade 
of  the  20th  century.  You'll 
have  to  read  The  ANA 
Centennial  History  to  learn 
more. 

Lee  F.  Hewitt  (1911- 
87).  •  Founder  of  The  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Scrapbook  Maga¬ 
zine  in  1935.  A  great  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  hobby, 
who  even  had  a  stint  as 
editor  of  The  Numismatist 
while  at  the  same  time  he 
was  at  the  helm  of  the 
Scrapbook!  Lived  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  but  later  retired  to 
Florida,  where  he  en¬ 
joyed  captaining  his  own 
boat.  Much  more  could 
be  said. 

Joseph  H.  Hooper 
(1835-1910).  •  Known  for 
his  "restrikes,"  which 
you  will  understand  if  you  have  a  file  of 
old  copies  of  The  Numismatist.  If  not,  I 
recommend  that  you  add  these  to  your 
library. 

Clyde  Hubbard  (1916).  •  Hailing 
from  Mexico,  Clyde  Hubbard  and  his 
charming  daughter  were  both  on  hand 
at  the  1999  Summer  Seminar.  An  intel¬ 
lectual  and  gentleman  from  the  word 

go. 

R.W.  Julian  (1939).  •  A  hero  in  our 
own  time,  a  dedicated  researcher  who 
has  brought  much  valuable  information 
to  the  numismatic  community,  particu¬ 
larly  from  material  in  the  National  Ar¬ 
chives.  Importantly,  he  has  had  the  fore¬ 


sight  not  to  alter  history  by  adding  lots 
of  his  own  opinions.  Thus,  what  he 
wrote  10  years  ago  does  not  have  to  be 
corrected  today.  Plus,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Rittenhouse  Society. 

Abe  Kosoff  (1912-83).  •  Promi¬ 
nent  dealer  who  hung  out  his  shingle  in 
New'  York  in  1929,  held  his  first  auction 
in  1940,  and  who  rode  the  crest  of  pro¬ 
fessional  numismatics  in  the  1940s  and 
1950s  when  he  and  Abner  Kreisberg 
(who  signed  on  in  1944)  operated  the 
Numismatic  Gallery.  Both  decided  to 
head  into  the  sunset,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  1940s  w'ere  on  Wilshire  Boulevard  in 


Part  of  the  Colorado  Gallen /  at  ANA  Headquarters. 

Beverly  Hills.  Abe  and  Abner  split  in 
1954,  after  which  each  continued  their 
success  (a  la  the  Chapman  brothers). 

His  marvelous  inventory  and  collection 
were  auctioned  in  the  mid-1980s  by  a 
New  Hampshire  firm. 

Chester  L.  Krause  (1923).  •  Emi¬ 
nence  gris. 

Lyman  H.  Low  (1845-1924).  • 

Some  19th-century  dealers  were  contro¬ 
versial,  others  (plus  some  of  the  same) 
were  know-it-alls,  others  stooped  to 
conquer.  Not  Low.  He  was  universally 
adjudged  to  be  a  gentleman,  scholar, 
and  fine  judge  of  coins. 

William  T.R.  Marvin  (1832-1913). 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


•  Prominent  numismatic  researcher 
(Masonic  medals,  etc.)  and  publisher 
(American  journal  of  Numismatics,  the 
1894  Betts  book,  etc.),  who  hailed  from 
Boston. 

Robert  McLachlan  (1845-1926).  • 
Highly  esteemed  Canadian  numisma¬ 
tist. 

B.  Max  Mehl  (1884-1957).  •  Lots 
about  him  in  our  last  Rare  Coin  Review, 
so  no  further  mention  here. 

Waldo  C.  Moore  (1874-1953).  •  A 
numismatist  from  Lew'isburg,  Ohio, 
who  enjoyed  all  he  did.  A  frequent  con¬ 
tributor  to  The  Numismatist,  he  found 
the  world  around  him  to 
be  interesting,  and  when 
possible  he  devised  a 
numismatic  tie-in. 
Whenever  1  look  at  my 
collection  of  Stoner  & 
Shroyer  tokens  I  am  re¬ 
minded  of  the  nice  ar¬ 
ticle  he  did  on  this  Civil 
War  partnership. 

Stuart  Mosher 
(1904-56).  •  Curator  of 
the  National  Numis¬ 
matic  Collection,  in-resi¬ 
dence  curator  for  O.K. 
Rumbel  (of  McAllen, 
Texas),  etc.  When  Rich¬ 
ard  S.  Yeoman  produced 
the  first  edition  of  A 
Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins 
in  1946  (cover  imprint: 
1947),  he  sent  the  very 
first  copy  to  Mosher. 

Howard  R.  Newcomb  (1877-1945). 

•  A  Detroiter  with  many  numismatic 
talents,  including  die  varieties  of  Mor¬ 
gan  silver  dollars  (he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  explore  the  subject  in  depth). 
However,  today  we  remember  him  for 
another  specialty,  his  book  which  was 
published  by  Stack's  in  1944. 

Edward  T.  Newell  (1886-1941).  • 
A  relative  of  Walter  H.  Childs,  a  highly 
accomplished  numismatist  who  even 
today  holds  the  record  for  the  greatest 
length  of  time  served  as  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  New 
York.  Notes  about  him  were  included  in 
our  recent  Childs  Collection  catalogue. 
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1 1  ic  P.  Now  man  ( 1912).  •  A  major 
contributor,  along  with  Kenneth  E. 
Bressett,  to  my  new  book  about 
Edmund  Roberts  and  the  fabulous  sil¬ 
ver  dollars  dated  1804.  If  you've  been 
writing  articles  for  The  Numismatist  and 
wonder  why  you've  never  received  a 
Heath  Literary  Award,  it  is  because  Eric 
is  cornering  them;  he  must  have  a  closet 
full  by  now'!  He  and  his  wife  Evelyn  re¬ 
cently  contributed  a  "butterfly  house" 
to  a  park  in  St.  Louis.  And  then  there 
was  that  dinner  at  the  Explorers'  Club  a 
couple  of  years  ago. 

Leonel  C.  Panosh  (1893-1967).  • 
Elected  president  of  the  ANA  in  1955, 
and  a  frequent  sight  at  conventions  then 
and  later,  although  1  do  not  recall  ever 
having  had  a  one-on-one  conversation 
with  him. 

Williaih  Philpott  Jr.  (1885-1971).  • 

"Mr.  Currency"  in  the  1940s,  when  he 
cornered  many  National  Bank  Notes 
and  other  items.  Being  a  "condition 
freak"  he  sought  out  gems  when  others 
were  satisfied  with  laundered  and 
starched  "Fine"  notes.  I  remember  him 
as  kind  and  soft  spoken,  a  nice  guy. 

John  Jay  Pittman  (1913-96).  •  An 
American  numismatist  who  was  also 
very  prominent  in  Canadian  numismat¬ 
ics,  not  to  overlook  Mexican  numismat¬ 
ics,  not  to  overlook  European  numis¬ 
matics— you  get  the  idea.  However,  his 
first  love  was  United  States  coins,  with 
his  early  Proofs  being  amazing.  David 
W.  Akers  showcased  his  collection  in  a 
trio  of  wonderfully  prepared  catalogues 
1997-1999. 

Wayte  Raymond 
(1886-1956).  •  One  of  the 
"biggies"  in  American  nu¬ 
mismatic  history.  What 
did  he  do?  Well,  a  full-page 
spread  could  only  list  the 
highlights.  Samples;  Well- 
liked  dealer,  author  and 
researcher,  sponsor  of 
Walter  Breen's  research  in 
the  National  Archives, 
founder  and  publisher  of 
The  Standard  Catalogue, 
revivifier  of  The  Coin 
Collector's  journal,  pub¬ 


lisher  of  "National"  albums,  operator  of 
the  coin  department  for  Scott  &  Co.  As 
if  this  w'ere  not  enough  for  me  to  appre¬ 
ciate  and  remember,  his  widow',  Olga, 
once  bought  some  plush  bunnies  at 
F.A.O.  Schw'arz  for  my  two  young  sons, 
Wynn  (born  1962)  and  Lee  (1964);  this 
must  have  been  around  1965  or  so.  She 
lived  in  a  nice  apartment  overlooking 
the  East  River  in  New  York  City,  not  far 
from  the  Norweb  digs. 

Lewis  M.  Reagan  (1904-61).  •  Sec¬ 
retary  and  one-man  business  office  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association 
for  a  heck  of  a  long  time.  Based  in 
Wichita,  Kansas.  Too  bad  he  did  not  live 
to  see  the  ANA  Home  and  Headquar¬ 
ters  set  up  in  Colorado  Springs  and 
opened  in  the  mid-1960s.  He  would 
have  enjoyed  the  experience. 

J.  Henri  Ripstra  (1881-1960).  • 
Long-time  numismatist.  Prominent  fig¬ 
ure  on  the  Chicago  collecting  scene. 
Also  a  sculptor.  1  don't  know  much 
about  him  personally,  as  when  I  sought 
to  make  his  acquaintance  as  a  young 
kid  in  the  1950s,  he  had  no  time  for  up¬ 
starts  such  as  me. 

Margo  Russell  (1919).  •  Another 
true  "great"  in  our  hobby,  the  history  of 
which  would  read  quite  differently  if  she 
had  not  been  editor  of  Coin  World  from 
the  early  1960s  to  1984;  a  charismatic  dy¬ 
namo.  We  still  correspond  frequently,  and 
she  recently  sent  her  "Harry  Bass  file"  on 
loan  for  the  sylloge  (technical  catalogue) 
now  being  prepared  on  U.S.  gold  coins, 
especially  those  of  the  1795-1834  years. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Burton  H.  Saxton  (1876-1958).  • 
Prominent  in  the  ANA  for  a  long  time. 

A  man  whose  contributions  were  im¬ 
mense. 

M.  Vernon  Sheldon  (1902-82).  • 
Chicago  numismatic  luminary  and  at 
one  time  president  of  the  ANA.  We  auc¬ 
tioned  his  collection  a  few  years  back. 

J.  Norman  Shultz  (1893-1988).  • 

He  began  as  a  dealer  in  the  second  de¬ 
cade  of  the  20th  century  and  continued 
until  the  1970s.  He  handled  many 
things,  but  liked  silver  dollars  best.  A 
fine  man,  quiet  and  modest. 

Glenn  B.  Smedley  (1902-87).  • 
Glenn,  who  w'as  from  a  Chicago  sub¬ 
urb,  so  loved  numismatics  that  he 
packed  up  and  moved  to  Colorado 
Springs  in  his  retirement,  where  he 
acted  for  quite  a  while  as  "greeter"  at 
ANA  Headquarters.  He  was  always 
w'ary  of  dealers;  perhaps  he  had  some 
bad  experiences  earlier.  His  column  in 
The  Numismatist  ran  for  a  long  time. 

Louis  S.  Werner  (1894-1982).  • 
Prominent  New  York  City  dealer  for  a 
long  time;  ethics  w'ere  not  his  forte  (per¬ 
sonal  experience;  also  that  of  others 
such  as  the  buyers  of  his  "1804"  and 
"1805"  dollars).  How'ever,  he  bought 
and  sold  quite  a  few'  nice  things  and 
w'as  alw'ays  personable.  I  recall  that  in 
the  1950s  when  Stack's  had  an  "off”  sale 
(not  a  major  one),  and  attendance  was 
modest,  there  would  alw'ays  be  three 
"regulars"  in  attendance:  Werner,  Asher 
Leatherman  (from  Doylestown,  Penn¬ 
sylvania),  and  me.  Morton  Stack  was 
usually  the  auctioneer. 

The  sales  w'ere  alw'ays 
fun  and  w'ere  held  in 
Steinway  Hall,  next 
door  to  the  Stack's 
store. 

David  C.  Wismer 
(1857-1949).  •  Mention 
obsolete  paper  money 
and  his  name  comes  to 
the  top  as  the  pre-emi¬ 
nent  early  researcher 
on  the  subject. 

Howland  Wood 
(1877-1938).  •  Impor¬ 
tant  to  both  the  Amen 
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can  Numismatic  Society  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association. 

Moritz  VVormser  (1878-1940).  • 
Served  five  years  as  ANA  president, 
longer  than  anyone  earlier  or  since 
(right  now,  terms  are  limited  to  two 
years).  Founded  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Company  in  1936,  quite  forgetting  that 
the  "s"  was  not  a  part  of  the  old-time 
name  for  New  York  City,  New 
Netherland. 

Benjamin  P.  Wright  (1857-1922).  • 

An  icon  in  the  field  of  store  card  re¬ 
search,  in  the  late  19th  century  he  pains¬ 
takingly  compiled  a  list  that  would 
serve  as  a  foundation  for  the  work  of 
others,  especially  Edgar  H.  Adams  and 
Donald  M.  Miller. 

Richard  S.  Yeoman  (1904-88).  • 
Distinguished  creator  of  A  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins,  which  changed  the 
hobby  as  we  know  it. 

Farran  Zerbe  (1871-1949).  •  Nu¬ 
mismatic  showman  and  opportunist. 
What  you  saw  was  not  necessarily  what 
you  got.  However,  he  "got  religion" 
later,  and  by  the  1920s  was  well  re¬ 
spected  in  the  field,  a  position  he  main¬ 
tained  ever  after.  Why  the  ANA  used 
his  name  for  its  highest  honor,  present- 
day  numismatic  historians  have  no 
clue! 

From  the  above  list,  Ken  Bressett, 
Clyde  Hubbard,  and  Eric  Newman  were 
on  hand  at  the  ceremony  held  in  Colorado 
Springs  this  past  July. 

Critiquing  the 
Hall  of  Fame 

By  the  way,  while  the  list¬ 
ing  contains  many  fine  numis¬ 
matists,  past  and  present,  a 
couple  years  ago  1  wrote  to 
ANA  staffer  Kim  Kiick,  who 
was  gathering  information  on 
the  Hall  of  Fame,  to  suggest 
that  there  were  quite  a  few 
19th-century  individuals  who 

j 

were  worthy  of  being  en¬ 
shrined.  While  no  doubt  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Numismatic  Biblio¬ 
mania  Society,  with  their  love 
of  things  old  and  interesting, 
could  come  up  with  another  or 


Dave  Bowers  at  the  podium  addressing  guests 
(unseen  in  photo)  at  the  Hall  of  Fame  ceremony. 


even  better  list,  mine  included  such  19th- 
century  individuals  as  John  K.  Curtis 
(probably  the  first  full-time  rare  coin 
dealer  in  the  United  States),  Augustus  B. 
Sage  (about  whom  I  wrote  a  book  a 
couple  years  ago),  Dr.  Montroville  W. 
Dickeson  (compiler  of  the  first  large  book 
written  on  American  numismatics,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1859),  Jeremiah  Colburn  (who 
was  writing  on  numismatics  by  the  mid 
1850s  and  whose  knowledge  was  truly 
immense;  however,  he  is  largely  forgotten 
today),  Charles  I.  Bushnell,  Ed.  Frossard, 
Edward  D.  Cogan,  and  a  string  of  others. 


Comments  from  the  Podium 

Facing  the  audience  gathered  in 
Colorado  Springs  on  July  10th,  I  realized 
that  what  was  wanted  were  a  few  casual 
remarks,  not  a  long  "speech"  —  which,  of 
course,  was  just  as  well,  as  1  am  not  very 
good  at  giving  professorial-type  spoken 
commentary.  1  like  to  be  casual  and  off¬ 
hand. 

I  commented  on  how  lucky  we  all 
were  to  have  a  facility  such  as  the  ANA 
Headquarters,  and,  in  particular  for  the 
occasion,  the  forthcoming  classes  to  be 
held  the  next  week,  which  drew  instruc¬ 
tors  of  national  and  world  fame.  For  less 
than  $500  to  cover  lodging,  meals  and  tu¬ 
ition,  those  attending  the  classes  were 
treated  to  information  that  — if  this  had 
been  done  in  the  private  sector  — would 
probably  have  cost  several  thousand  dol¬ 
lars! 

As  just  one  example,  the  class  titled 
"America's  Colonial  Coinage  and  Paper 
Money,"  was  taught  by  three  instructors: 
the  aforementioned  Bressett  and 
Newman  plus  Tom  Rinaldo.  Each  of 
these  individuals,  well  known  in  the 
field,  contributed  his  time  absolutely  free 
of  charge.  My  wife  Christie,  who  enjoys 
Chinese  coins  and,  amazing  to  me,  can 
even  decipher  many  of  the  inscriptions, 
signed  up  for  a  course  on  that  subject 
taught  by  world-famed  expert  George 
Fisher,  with  guest  appearances  by  Joe 
Boling  and  Ken  Bressett.  The  class  had 
just  five  students,  which  gave  everyone  a 
wonderful  hands-on  experience,  com¬ 
plete  immersion  in  the 
subject  under  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter  Fisher. 

Similarly,  another 
course,  "US  Tokens," 
taught  by  David  Schenk- 
man,  comprised  only  just  a 
handful  of  students,  four  in 
number,  who  spent  the 
week  absorbing  knowledge 
from  the  editor  of  Token  and 
Medal  Society  Journal,  the 
author  of  many  books,  and 
one  of  the  foremost  experts 
in  the  field. 

1  might  also  mention 
the  course,  "Numismatic 


George  Fisher's  class  about  Chinese  coins,  Christie  Bowers 
to  left,  George  at  right  with  open  book. 


8 


Vplrmlvr  Ntnvmlvr/Kiirr  Com  Renew  #1  M 


* 


Rocky  Mountain  Hi!  (as  in  "Hello”) 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Literature  and  Research,"  which  was 
taught  by  Charlie  Davis,  well-known  cata¬ 
loguer,  researcher,  and  numismatic  histo¬ 
rian.  Unlike  most  of  the  other  classes, 
which  met  in  various  halls  on  the  campus 
of  nearby  Colorado  College,  Charlie's  class 
was  held  in  ANA  Headquarters  itself. 

I  could  mention  other  classes  as  well, 
but  these  come  to  mind  as  I  write  the  ar¬ 
ticle.  All  in  all  it  was  a  stellar 
lineup,  seldom  equaled  in 
our  hobby. 

Hanging  Out 

in  the  Library 

During  much  of  the 
next  week,  while  Christie 
was  attending  her  class  on 
Chinese  coins,  I  camped  in 
the  ANA  library,  where  I 
had  a  really  grand  time  pok¬ 
ing  around  in  all  sorts  of 
dusty  volumes,  plus  greet¬ 
ing  various  seminar  attend¬ 
ees  and  ANA  staff  members 
as  they  popped  in  and  out 
of  the  large  room.  Nawana 
Britenriker  and  Jane 
Colvard  are  the  first  and 
second  in  command  at  the 
library,  and  they  were  as 
helpful  as  could  be.  What 
fine  assets  they  are  to  the  or¬ 
ganization. 

Back  at  home  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  one  of  our  finest  assets  is  our  li¬ 
brary.  1  do  not  call  it  a  numismatic  library, 
for  it  is  only  partially  so.  In  fact,  probably 
30%  of  the  company's  library  is  non-nu- 
mismatic  and  my  personal  library  is  prob¬ 
ably  90%  non-numismatic.  However, 
those  other  sections  contain  much  inter¬ 
esting  (to  me)  and  valuable  information. 
My  library  on  nautical  history  would 
probably  stand  on  its  own  as  being  sig¬ 
nificant,  and  it  occupies  at  least  an  over¬ 
flowing  full  bookcase,  this  being  my  net 
library  on  the  subject  (books  that  are  ac¬ 
quired  and  found  not  interesting  are 
given  away  or  discarded). 

Anyway,  in  the  ANA  Library  I 
poked  around  the  shelves  and  pored 
over  various  publications  that  I  did  not 
have  back  home.  Somehow  along  the 


way  I  came  across  a  section  of  catalogues 
put  out  by  Presidential  Coin  &  Antique 
Company  (H.  Joseph  Levine),  which  1 
also  have  at  home,  but  which  caught  my 
attention  for  the  moment  during  my  July 
visit.  I  thereupon  spent  several  hours 
digging  through  P.C.A.C.  catalogues  re¬ 
acquainting  myself  with  the  wonderful 
variety  of  tokens,  medals,  and  American 


Headquarters  of  Advanced  Graphics  &  Publishing  owned  by  Dave  Bozvers’  son 
Lee.  Located  in  Colorado  Springs,  the  building  ivas  once  owned  by  George 
Bumstead  (earlier  ofLesher  "dollar"  fame).  AGP  is  a  pre-press  sendee  bureau 
whose  clients  include  the  ANA,  Mandalay  Bay  Resort  (Las  Vegas),  the  U.S. 
Olympics  Committee,  and,  would  you  believe  it,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 


historical  memorabilia  that  they  offer  — 
along  the  way  discovering,  or  re-discov- 
ering,  a  rare  muling  (illogical  die  combi¬ 
nation)  combining  a  die  by  George  H. 
Lovett  featuring  General  Berry,  with  an¬ 
other  die  cut  by  John  A.  Bolen.  For  quite 
some  time  I  have  been  studying  the  to¬ 
kens  and  medals  of  Bolen  (who  lived  in 
Springfield,  Massachusetts)  and  have 
been  keeping  track  of  die  states,  weights, 
orientations,  and  other  technical  aspects. 
An  analysis  of  all  of  this  paints  a  really 
interesting  picture  of  one  of  the  most  cu¬ 
rious  medal  series  of  the  19th  century  or, 
for  that  matter,  for  any  other  time.  Bolen 
tokens  have  muling-links  with  tokens 
and  medalets  made  by  Joseph  Merriam 
(Boston),  George  H.  Lovett  (New  York 
City),  and  Key  &  Sons  (Philadelphia), 
among  others. 


After  Hours 

In  the  evenings  Christie  and  I  went 
to  Woodland  Park,  where  mv  son  Lee 
makes  his  residence,  in  a  fine  home 
perched  on  a  hillside,  with  a  panoramic 
view  of  Pikes  Peak  through  all  of  the 
front  windows.  Woodland  Park,  about  20 
miles  up  (literally)  Route  24  from  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  has  burgeoned  in  recent 
years,  and  now  must  have 
5,000  to  10,000  people.  Route 
24  continues  onward  to  con¬ 
nect  with  the  old-time  gold 
mining  town  of  Cripple 
Creek,  now  a  busy  gambling 
center  — so  much  so  that  visi¬ 
tors  to  the  place  years  ago 
would  scarcely  recognize  it 
now.  On  this  particular  trip  I 
did  not  go  to  Cripple  Creek 
but  two  Bowers  and  Merena 
staffers,  Janet  Lavertue  and 
Guy  Hughes,  who  were  at  the 
seminar  to  take  the  class,  "US 
Coin  Grading"  (taught  by 
Mary  Sauvain,  Don  Bonser, 
Phil  Hildenbrand,  Steve 
Slater,  and  Lew  W.  Larson), 
did  go  to  Cripple  Creek -and 
word  has  it  that  their  modest 
bankroll  (augmented  bv  $100 
provided  by  your  editor)  was 
soon  spent. 

Each  night  at  the  ANA 
Seminar,  to  keep  the  students  occupied, 
there  are  events  happening -such  as  the 
previously  mentioned  trip  to  Cripple 
Creek,  on  another  night  an  old-style  bar¬ 
becue  dinner  at  the  Flving  W  Ranch,  and 
often  what  are  called  the  "bull  sessions," 
whereby  students  and  instructors  chat. 
On  Tuesday  evening  while  Janet 
Lavertue,  Guy  Hughes,  and  others  were 
at  Cripple  Creek  at  the  Midnight  Rose 
and  other  gambling  casinos,  1  was  at  the 
seminar,  where  at  7  PM.  I  was  co-host  for 
an  hour-long  presentation:  "An  Hour 
with  Ken  Bressett  and  Dave  Bowers." 
This,  too,  was  a  casual  event,  and  con¬ 
sisted  of  reminiscences,  anecdotes,  ques¬ 
tions  from  the  audience,  and  other  such 
activities.  At  the  very  outset  the  fairly 
large  room  had  every  chair  occupied, 
with  people  standing  along  the  walls 


VptcmU'r-Novcmber/Kflrr  Cum  Review  #131 


Rocky  Mountain  Hi!  (as  in  "Hello") 


by  Q,  David  Bowers 


Victoria  ("Tori")  Moledor,  princess  of  prose  from  Coin  World, 
and  Eric  P.  Newman  (hoarder  of  awards)  at  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar. 


When  the  suggestion 
was  made  that  addi¬ 
tional  chairs  be 
brought  in,  I  felt  that 
probably  after  I  be¬ 
gan  to  talk,  the  audi¬ 
ence  would  thin  out, 
and  there  would  be 
other  seats  available. 

However,  this  didn't 
happen.  Everybody 
seemed  to  enjoy 
themselves,  and  all 
too  quickly  the  hour 
was  over. 

In  the  meantime, 
on  Monday  night  I 
and  a  small  group,  in¬ 
cluding  Colorado 
Springs  music  histo¬ 
rian  and  arranger  Art 
Reblitz  and  his  wife 
Jean,  decided  to  have 
dinner  at  the  Broadmoor  Hotel,  a  really 
fine  place  where  I  have  stayed  many 
times  in  the  past,  the  first  being  in  the 
1960s.  We  picked  the  Charles  Court  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  Broadmoor  West  as  our 
meeting  point,  but  soon  learned  that 
shorts  were  not  part  of  the  dress  code,  so 
we  all  went  over  to  the  main  Broadmoor 
building  (constructed  circa  1920)  and  had 
a  very  fine  repast  in  the  tavern.  On  hand 
besides  Art  and  Jean  Reblitz,  Christie 
and  I,  were  son  Lee  and  his  friend  Karen, 
and,  visiting  for  the  week  from  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  my  oldest  son  Wynn,  and  his 
wife  Susan,  and  their  two  children,  John 


David  and  Matthew  Lee.  It  was  quite  an 
entourage,  almost  a  family  reunion. 

The  Broadmoor  has  its  own  numis¬ 
matic  connections,  and  in  the  past  a  few 
American  numismatic  events  have  been 
staged  there.  One  of  these  — I  don't  recall 
which— was  held  some-  time  during  1983-85 
when  I  was  president  of  the  ANA.  As  a  cus¬ 
tomary  accommodation  I  was  given  the 
Presidential  Suite  in  the  main  Broadmoor 
Building.  Upon  inspection  the  Presidential 
Suite  had  multiple  rooms,  dining  facilities, 
etc.  1  went  down  to  the  desk  to  see  if  per¬ 
chance  my  complimentary  accommoda¬ 
tions  could  be  changed  to  a  simple  room. 


They  were  somewhat 
amazed  at  this,  but  con¬ 
sented.  I  found  the 
smaller  room  a  bit  more 
comfortable.  Besides, 
most  of  my  time  was 
spent  out  of  the  room,  not 
in  it.  I  mentioned  this  the 
other  day  when  1  sent  in 
my  monthly  column  to 
The  Numismatist. 

Recently,  the  Broad¬ 
moor  has  undergone  a  tre¬ 
mendous  renovation  and 
upgrading.  It  was  very 
nice  to  begin  with,  but  this 
past  July  it  was  simply 
stunning  — with  much 
new  landscaping,  a  new 
bridge  across  the  "lake," 
and  more.  Very  impres¬ 
sive. 

In  due  course,  our 
visit  to  Colorado  Springs  ended,  and  we 
headed  back  to  New  Hampshire  with 
many  fine  memories. 

Next  Year 

The  Summer  Seminar  Brochure  for 
July  2000  will  be  available  soon  and  can 
be  obtained  by  writing  to:  Gail  Baker, 
ANA  Director  of  Education,  818  N.  Cas¬ 
cade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80903,  or  call  1-800-367-9723,  ext.  153. 
This  coming  year  the  Seminar  will  be 
held  in  two  adjacent  one-week  sessions, 
and  I  hope  to  attend  one  of  them  and, 
again,  "hang  out"  in  the  Library! 


R.M.  Writes  from  Oregon 


"Dear  Gail: 

"I  am  writing  to  thank  you  for  the  beau¬ 
tiful  1902  $20  double  eagle  delivered  to  me 
today.  The  PCGS  AU-55  example  was  ex¬ 
actly  like  you  described  it  in  your  Coin 
World  advertisement:  'Nice  eye  appeal.' 
This  coin  will  be  one  of  my  collection 
prizes,  especially  knowing  that  the  mintage 
is  a  mere  31,140  pieces. 

"Meeting  you,  David,  and  Mark  at  the 
Portland  ANA  last  year  was  really  a  plea¬ 
sure  in  my  personal  world  of  numismatic 


experiences.  I  thank  Mark  so  much  for  okay¬ 
ing  my  purchase  of  an  1893-S  Morgan  dollar 
from  another  dealer,  and  I  am  grateful  for 
David  spending  time  with  me  and  chatting 
about  coins,  Portland,  and  the  pluses  of  hav¬ 
ing  our  convention  in  Portland. 

"And  to  you,  Gail,  I  appreciate  your 
knowledge  of  numismatics,  your  personal 
attention  to  the  customer,  and  to  your 
friendliness  and  helpfulness  in  choosing 
the  right  coins  for  our  personal  satisfaction. 
Bowers  and  Merena  may  be  a  long  way 


from  my  home  on  the  West  Coast,  but  your 
team  has  surely  made  a  difference  to  me 
these  past  eight  years  in  terms  of  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  coins  1  have  received,  the  knowledge 
1  have  gained,  and  probably  most  impor¬ 
tant  of  all,  the  friendship  and  camaraderie 
factor  that  figures  into  this  wonderful 
hobby  of  ours. 

"May  good  times  lie  ahead  for  each  of 
you,  and  may  our  paths  cross  again  before 
too  many  moons." 

-R.E. 
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Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 


Colonial,  early  American,  and  Washington  coins 
and  tokens  have  always  been  a  prime  focus  of  inter¬ 
est  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  Our  Direct 
Sales  Department  offers  a  nice  selection  of  varied  co¬ 
lonial  and  other  coins  for  sale.  When  we  buy  coins, 
our  emphasis  is  on  quality.  We  know  you  will  be  de¬ 
lighted  with  your  purchases,  but  as  always,  your 
complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 

Our  listing  of  this  series  includes  new  purchases 
made  by  Dave  Bowers  and  Mark  Borckardt  on  our 
recent  buving  trip.  Check  our  listing  carefully,  as 
there  are  many  excellent  values. 

Basic  information:  The  field  of  colonial  and  early 
American  coins  includes  many  different  issues.  The 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  is  as  good  a  passport 
as  any  to  gaining  basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that, 
Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colo¬ 
nial  Coins  offers  much  information  between  two 
covers,  and  at  a  reasonable  price  (check  our  Books  for 


If  this  is  your  first 
Rare  Coin  Review 

Please  join  us  as  a  subscriber!  It's  as 
easy  as  A-B-C,  as  easy  as  pie: 

The  cost  is  $145  (to  U.S.  addresses), 
for  which  you'll  receive  a  year's  worth 
of  our  periodicals  (which  cost  us  over 
$300  to  produce  and  deliver  to  you!), 
the  most  acclaimed  price  lists,  private 
periodicals,  and  auction  catalogues  in 
numismatics! 

PLUS,  you  can  take  your  pick  of  up 
to  $50  list  price  worth  of  books  in  our 
Books  for  Sale  section,  and  we'll  send 
them  to  you  as  a  thank  you  for  sub¬ 
scribing.  And,  we'll  pay  the  postage. 

Here's  all  you  do:  Take  out  your 
credit  card,  call  toll-free  1  -800-222- 
5993,  and  charge  your  subscription  on 
the  spot. 


Sale  section).  Still  further,  if  your  interest  becomes 
specialized,  there  are  a  number  of  excellent  mono¬ 
graphs  and  studies,  some  of  which  are  out  of  print 
and  others  which  are  easily  obtainable.  If  you  are  in¬ 
terested  in  history,  an  absolute  must  is  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby's  1875  work,  The  Early  Coins  of  America,  avail¬ 
able  in  reprint  form. 

1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
Noe-16 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-16.  VF-20.  Small  Planchet.  Nicelv 
struck,  with  inscriptions  and  devices  well  defined. 
Attractive  in  all  respects . 3,350 

The  1652-dated  Pine  Tree  shilling  has  a  secure  niche  in 
American  folklore  and  history.  Of  all  early  American  issues, 
this  is  probably  the  most  storied,  with  Nathaniel  Hawthorne's 
tale  of  Mintmaster  John  Hull's  daughter  receiving  as  her 
dowry  her  weight  in  freshly  minted  coins  of  this  design.  The 
actual  location  of  the  mint  is  believed  to  have  been  in  the  area 
of  today's  Bromfield  Street  in  Boston.  As  has  been  related 
extensively  in  the  literature,  the  mint  was  the  creation  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  colonists,  not  an  official  branch  of  the 
Royal  Mint  in  London. 

A  Lovely  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
Noe-20 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-30.  VF-35  (PCGS).  69.9  grains.  Small 
planchet.  A  direct  link  with  the  first  English-re¬ 
lated  colonial  mint  in  the  New  World,  this  histori¬ 
cally  important  issue  was  coined  in  Boston  by 

order  of  Mintmaster  John  Hull . 3,495 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny  with  period  after 
GEORGIYS.  Breen-180.  MS-64  RB  About  90  .. 


original  red,  and  thus  probably  as  easily  called  MS- 
64  RD  as  our  conservative  RB  (red  and  brown).  A 
splendid  coin,  far  above  average . 1,095 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-la,  Breen- 

1106.  Pointed  Rays,  Large  US.  VF-30.  Medium 

brown  surfaces.  Die  break  in  the  reverse  rays  be¬ 
neath  ATIO,  typical  for  this  variety . 525 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  struck  in  England 
and  imported  in  quantity  to  the  United  States.  For  a  time  there 
was  a  mini-movement,  spurred  by  Walter  Breen,  to  call  these 
"Constellatio  Nova"  coins,  but  the  Nova  Constellatio  nomen¬ 
clature  seems  to  be  preferred. 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-2b,  Breen- 

1107.  Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  EF-40  Medium 

brown  surfaces.  A  few  planchet  marks  are  seen 
here  and  there.  Overall,  an  eye-pleasing  specimen 
of  this  popular  issue,  a  coin  that  is  a  notch  above 
the  preservation  usually  encountered . 575 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-2b,  Breen- 
1107.  Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  VF-20  Smooth 
medium  brown  surfaces  show  a  touch  of  olive.  An 
attractive  example  of  a  popular  type  from  among 
the  fascinating  copper  issues  of  this  decade. ..  495 
1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Rvder-4C.  AU-50 
(PCGS).  A  sharp  and  lovely  specimen,  just  pur¬ 
chased.  The  first  American  coin  to  bear  the  full 
denomination  inscription,  HALF  CENT.  ...  1,595 

Struck  at  the  mint  operated  by  the  state  of  Massachu¬ 
setts.  All  went  well,  and  many  fine  coins  were  produced,  until 
an  audit  disclosed  that  it  cost  twice  face  value  to  produce  each 
coin.  End  of  mint! 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Miller-33.2-Z.5.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-40.  Deep  tan  to  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces,  some  light  detritus  in  the  obverse  legends. 
Very  little  in  the  way  of  actual  wear.  A  choice  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  popular  variety,  with  a  reverse  die  break 
that  extends  from  Liberty's  waist  to  the  D  of  INDE. 
Quality  pieces  such  as  this  are  quite  elusive  and  in 
heavy  demand  in  today's  market  which,  thanks  to 
Dr.  Phil  Mossman's  book,  the  Colonial  Nra'sletter, 
the  American  Numismatic  Society's  Proceedings  of 
the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conferences,  and 
other  fine  things  in  print,  is  enjoying  the  most  ac¬ 
tion  we've  seen  in  years . 725 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.39-S1.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  are  still  visible  on  the  high 

points.  Outstanding  quality . 695 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M36-L1.  Draped  Bust  Left 
Rarity-5.  VF-30.  Medium  tan  and  brown  A  scarce 

variety  that  is  seldom  encountered  finer.  39Q 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M-48-G5  Draped  Bust  I  oft 
VG-8 .  oq 
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1788  Connecticut  copper.  M-10-C.  Rarity-6.  Mailed 

Bust  Left.  VG-8 . 135 

1788  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet.  Plain 
edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Some  reverse  striking  weakness  at  the  cen¬ 
ter,  as  nearly  always  seen  for  this  variety. 
Intermediate  die  state  with  a  cud  attached  to  the 
upper  left  edge  of  the  clock  but  not  yet  affecting 
the  D  (GOLD) . 875 

Mott  notes:  In  several  venues  we  have  expressed  the 
opinion  that  there  is  a  likelihood  that  the  1789-da  ted  Mott 
tokens  mav  represent  pieces  struck  at  a  later  date,  such  as  1839, 
this  being  the  golden  anniversary  of  the  firm's  1789  founding. 
We  were  led  to  believe  that  a  Mott  token  exists  that  was  made 
by  striking  over  an  1839  United  States  copper  cent.  However, 
upon  further  investigation,  the  overstrike  has  failed  to  mate¬ 
rialize,  and  we  are  now  told  that  it  is  not  an  overstrike  at  all. 
Thus,  our  cu  rrent  thought  is  that  the  1789-dated  Mott  token  was 
made  no  earlier  than  1807,  as  the  eagle  design  seems  to  be 
copied  from  the  eagle  first  used  on  $5  gold  coins  of  this  year. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  in  many  early  citations  we  have 
encountered,  including  Bushnell's  1858  w'ork  on  tokens  and 
W.  Elliot  Woodward's  catalogues  of  the  1860s,  there  are  no 
allusions  to  the  1789  Mott  token  being  of  a  later  date  than  1789. 

Splendid  Kentucky  Cent 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1155.  Plain 
edge.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  popular  variety;  the  edge  style  usually 

seen . 1,495 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1157.  Lancaster 
edge.  MS-63  BN.  153.9  grains.  PAYABLE  IN 
LANCASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL  on  edge. 
Several  times  scarcer  than  the  usually-seen  plain 
edge  variety'.  From  our  recent  buying  trip.  ...  1,095 

The  name  of  this  token  is  derived  from  the  position  of 
the  initial  K  at  the  top  of  the  pyramid  design  on  the  reverse.  For 
a  long  time  in  American  numismatics  such  pieces  were  called 
"triangle  cents." 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Type  of  Breen-1156 
to  1158.  Lettered  edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge 
lettered  PAYABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON 
OR  BRISTOL.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  with 
a  generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red . 985 

Ironically,  to  see  the  lettered  edge  of  this  token  you  will 
have  to  break  it  out  of  its  PCGS  holderl 


Ask  To  See  It! 

Anv  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be 
sent  to  you  for  approval  inspection.  In 
that  way  you  can  carefully  examine  all 
aspects  of  the  piece.  These  early  coins 
are  very  attractive  and  interesting,  and 
often  in-person  inspection  is  more  re¬ 
vealing  than  are  short  descriptions  in 
the  present  listing. 

Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  your 
editor  (QDB),  Mark  Borckardt,  Gail 
Watson,  Frank  Van  Valen,  or  Ray  Me- 
rena  based  upon  its  eye  appeal,  overall 
quality,  and  value. 


Lovely  Washington  Large  Eagle  Cent 


1791  Washington  cent.  Baker-15,  Breen-1206. 
Crosby-X,5.  Large  Eagle.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  cent,  glossy  dark  brown  with  generous 
portions  of  original  red.  The  Washington  Small 
Eagle  and  Large  Eagle  cents  are  two  colonial  is¬ 
sues  among  the  handful  that  can  be  located  in 
Mint  State  preservation.  Still,  some  searching  is 
required  to  find  a  nice  example.  If  you  are  look¬ 
ing  for  a  representative  colonial  for  your  collec¬ 
tion,  this  is  a  wonderful  candidate . 3,495 

The  Small  Eagle  and  Large  Eagle  cents  of  1791  are 
considered  by  some  to  be  patterns  for  a  proposed  federal 
coinage  by  contract  by  private  British  minters.  Ever  since 
numismatics  became  a  popular  hobby  in  America— begin¬ 
ning  in  a  significant  way  in  the  late  1850s  — these  have  been 
avidly  collected. 

Attractive  1776  Continental  Dollar 


1776  Continental  Currency  "unit"  or  "dollar." 
Newman-2C,  Breen-1092.  Pewter.  VF-25 

(PCGS).  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this  famous 
coin.  The  linked  states  design  on  the  reverse  is 
said  to  have  been  suggested  by  Benjamin 
Franklin;  a  similar  design  is  found  on  the  reverse 
of  the  Fugio  cents  of  1787,  in  which  prolific  Ben 
also  had  a  hand.  It  is  believed  that  the  Continen¬ 
tal  Currency  pieces  were  issued  under  authority 
of  the  Continental  Congress  and  were  intended 
as  a  metallic  substitute  for  paper  dollars,  al¬ 
though  no  specific  documentation  is  known  to 
us . 7,650 

Half  Cents 

The  summer  is  coming  to  a  close,  and  before  we 
know  it,  the  colored  leaves  of  autumn  will  be  fall¬ 
ing  here  in  Woifeboro,  deep  in  the  heart  of  New 
England.  Thoughts  turn  to  traditional  numismatics. 
Our  sharp  eye  for  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  early 
copper  coins  will  be  sharpened  further.  Who 
knows  what  we  ll  be  finding?  And,  as  a  Bowers 


and  Merena  client  you  have  first  choice  at  what  we 
bring  home. 

For  you,  it  is  a  great  time  to  become  acquainted 
with  United  States  copper  half  cents.  A  good  wav 
to  begin  is  by  reading  Walter  Breen's  Complete  En¬ 
cyclopedia  o/U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  an  absolutely 
essential  volume  for  any  library  on  American 
coins. 

Beyond  that  there  are  two  specializedjeferences 
that  go  into  detail,  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger  S. 
Cohen,  Jr.'s  book,  American  Half  Cents.  There  is  a  di¬ 
chotomy  regarding  these  volumes:  some  collectors 
love  one  and  despise  the  other.  In  actuality,  each  is 
desirable  in  its  own  right.  The  Cohen  book  is  for  the 
masses,  so  to  speak.  It  treats  of  varieties  actually  made 
for  circulation,  and  virtually  ignores  the  rare  Proofs. 
The  illustrations  in  many  instances  are  of  well-worn 
coins.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Breen  book  endeavors 
to  be  comprehensive  and  gives  much  information 
about  Proofs,  restrikes,  and  the  like,  perhaps  too 
much  information  for  the  casual  reader. 

We  have  always  enjoyed  buying  and  selling  half 
cents,  and  along  the  way  we've  owned  or  auctioned 
many  memorable  specimens.  While  the  rarities  make 
headlines,  the  fact  remains  that  there  are  dozens  of 
different  half  cent  varieties  that  are  obtainable  in  nice 
grades  from  Fine  to  Mint  State,  from  under  $100  up  to 
several  hundred  dollars.  Probably  the  best  wav  to 
begin  is  to  concentrate  on  business  strikes.  Later,  if 
you  can  afford  it,  the  Proofs  beckon. 

This  listing  includes  many  fine  new  purchases 
from  1793  onward. 


Important  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  VF-35.  Important  as  the  first 
year  of  issue  for  this  denomination  and  the  only 
year  of  type.  Quite  well  struck,  with  attractive 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  winner  both  in  terms  of 
numerical  grade  and  eye  appeal,  and  the  price  is 
very  reasonable,  probably  $1,000  to  $2,000  less 
than  others  might  ask . 8,495 

Lovely  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20.  This  lovely  1793  answers  the  call 
for  a  "nice"  specimen  combining  relativolv  high 
grade  and  relativelv  low  price.  A  nice  strike,  with 
details,  including  1 1  Al  l  Cl  N  F,  bold  2,9tX' 
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Quality  1794  Half  Cent 
1  /94  B-6b,  C-4a.  Rarity-3.  Small  Edge  Letters.  VF-25 

(PCGS).  Lovely  chocolate  brown  surfaces.  Qual¬ 
ity  half  cents  such  as  this  are  difficult  to  keep  in 
stock.  A  nice  combination  of  high  grade  (rela¬ 
tively  speaking)  and  low  price  (relatively  speak¬ 
ing) . 1,925 

Although  the  1794  half  cent  is  often  grouped  with 
those  of  1795-1797  as  being  of  the  same  "type,"  in  reality  the 
half  cents  of  1794  have  a  much  larger  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty. 
The  cents  of  this  particular  year  should  be  classified  as  a 
distinct  type,  giving  the  early  half  cent  types  from  the  1790s 
as  follows: 

1793:  Liberty  Cap,  Head  Facing  Left.  •  All  with  lettered 

edge. 

1794:  Liberty  Cap,  Large  Head  Facing  Right.  •  All  with 
lettered  edge. 

1795  and  1797:  Liberty  Cap,  Small  Head  Facing  Right. 
•  Lettered  edge. 

1795, 1796,  and  1797:  Liberty  Cap,  Small  Head  Facing 
Right.  •  Plain  edge. 


Beautiful  1797  Half  Cent 


early  American  coin,  owing  to  the  reverse  rim  breaks.  Some 
examples  are  known  only  with  light  die  cracks,  occasionally 
almost  imperceptible.  Others  are  known  with  half  of  the 
reverse  border  broken  away.  A  long  progression  of  intermedi¬ 
ate  die  dates  are  known  with  a  few  serious  students  specializ¬ 
ing  in  this  single  variety.  A  recently  published  reference,  The 
Half  Cent  Die  State  Book  by  Ronald  P.  Manley,  describes  and 
illustrates  20  distinct  die  states  numbered  from  1.0  to  12.0, 
including  a  few  decimal  states  such  as  2.2  and  10.8.  Examples 
offered  in  the  following  listings  are  attributed  to  Manley's  die 
states. 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Rarity-2.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-25.  Manley 

State  9.0 . 295 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Rarity-2.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20.  Manley 

State  10.2 . 245 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Rarity-2.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20.  Manley 

State  8.0 . 225 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Rarity-2.  Spiked  Chin.  F-15.  Manley 

State  11.0 . 135 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-45 .  395 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40.  Glossv  brown.  375 

1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  EF-45 .  475 

1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  VF-30 . 185 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  EF-40 .  235 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  VF-30 . 135 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  VF-25 . 109 

1804  B-ll,  C-12.  Rarity-2.  Crosslet  4,  No  Stems.  VF- 

30 . 275 

Beautiful  Mint  State  1806  Half  Cent 


1797  B-lc,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Recut  date.  1  Above  1,  Plain 
edge.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich,  glossy  brown  surfaces 
very  pleasing  to  the  eye.  Well  struck  and  very 
desirable.  Boldly  struck  over  a  Talbot  Allum  & 
Lee  cent  with  a  slight  trace  of  the  hatch  visible  left 
of  the  date.  Incredibly  high  grade  for  a  1797  half 
cent,  very  beautiful  in  appearance,  interesting  as 
a  variety,  and,  considering  the  high  grade,  very 
reasonably  priced.  A  coin  you  will  enjoy  owning! 

. 6,350 

Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent-size  tokens  were  purchased 
in  quantity  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  half  cent  planchets 
were  punched  from  them.  The  scissel  was  then  melted  and 
recycled  into  other  planchets  (but,  of  course,  lacking  the 
original  T.A.  &  L.  characteristics). 

Superb  1800  Half  Cent 


1800  B-lb,  C-l.  Die  State  III.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  First 
year  of  the  Draped  Bust  design.  Simply  put,  an 
outstanding  coin  in  all  respects.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  well  centered,  and  attractive.  The  glossy 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  display  wisps  of  red  iri¬ 
descence  in  the  protected  areas.  This  lovely  near¬ 
gem  coin  is  easily  deserving  of  the  assigned 

grade,  and  then  some.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 6,350 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Rarity-2.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-50  Manlev 
State  11.0 . 1,095 

I  his  variety  is  arguably  the  most  fascinating  of  any 


1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  With  Stems.  MS-63  RB.  Lus¬ 
trous  and  beautiful.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  or  special¬ 
ized  cabinet . 1,995 

Mint  State  1806  B-4  Half  Cent 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  With  Stems.  MS-62  RB 

(PCGS).  Light  obverse  spots  and  central  planchet 
adjustment  marks  noted . 1,750 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Intermediate  die  state 

with  considerable  border  dentilation . 695 

1807  B-l ,  C-l .  EF-40.  A  high  grade  for  this  date,  as  1807 

half  cents  are  usually  seen  well  worn . 375 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  Normal  Date.  EF-45  (NGC).  Pleasing  light 

brown  surfaces.  This  lovely  half  cent  will  nicelv  fill 
the  requirements  for  the  date  and  variety . 975 

Unlike  certain  other  early  Draped  Bust  half  cents,  the 
entire  issue  of  1808  seems  to  have  been  paid  out  into  the 
channels  of  commerce.  Today,  most  examples  are  well  worn, 
with  Good,  VG,  and  Fine  being  about  par.  The  presently 
offered  coin  is  exceptional. 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5. 9  in  date  over  earlier  inverted  9  ("6"). 
AU-55.  First  vear  of  John  Reich's  so-called  Classic 
Head  design  (which  had  been  used  a  vear  earlier 


As  We  Go  To  Press! 

This  issue  is  filled  with  hundreds  of 
new  purchases. 

lust  telephone  1-800-222-5993  and 
our  Direct  Sales  Department  will  take 
care  of  your  order  today.  Be  sure  to  ask 
about  our  Order  It  Today,  Enjoy  It  To¬ 
morrow  overnight  service! 


on  the  copper  cent) . 495 

1809/ 6  B-5,  C-5.  EF-45.  Attractive  brown  surfaces.  165 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  Date.  AU-50 .  235 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  Date.  EF-45.  Late  die  state  with 
nearly  continuous  rim  break  on  obverse  from 
12:30  to  3:00 . 139 


Key  1811  B-2,  C-2.  Half  Cent 


1811  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  Close  Date.  VF-30  BN  (NGC). 


A  lovely  coin . 2,150 

1811  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  Close  Date.  VF-20  (ANACS). 

A  lovely  example  of  this  key  date . 1,395 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  VF-30 . 115 


1826  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity.  Mint  State  1826  half  cents  are 
very  scarce  despite  the  relatively  modest  price 
increase  over  a  common  date  of  this  tvpe  in  simi¬ 


lar  grade . 1,095 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Rich  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 775 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 245 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 .  225 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 135 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  VF-35  (NGC) . 79 

1826  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Lustrous 

brown  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  red . 235 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-55 . 159 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-50 . 125 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  EF-45 . 89 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  EF-40 . 79 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  VF-30 . 65 


1828  B-3,  C-2.  Rarity-2.  12  Stars.  MS-61  BN  (NGC). 
Among  the  most  popular,  desirable,  and  curious 
issues  of  the  era.  Heavily  circulated  1828  12-Star 
half  cents  are  the  rule  when  seen  in  the  market¬ 
place,  with  lovely  Mint  State  examples  such  as 
this  onlv  infrequently  offered.  A  nice  "story  coin" 
that  will  be  a  favorite  in  anv  general  collection  or 
cabinet  of  early  coppers .  I 

The  missing  star  was  undoubtedly  a  result  ot  negli¬ 
gence,  or  perhaps  too  much  rum  during  the  noon  meal,  as 
certainly  no  design  change  w  as  intended  A  parallel  from  the 
same  general  era  can  be  draw  n  b\  the  1832  S5  gold  rantv  w  ith 


|ust  12  obverse  stars. 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 459 

1829  B-l.  C-l  I  F -40 .  1 1° 

1829  B-l,  C-l .  VF-20 . 

1832  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 79 

1832  B-3,  C-3.  EF-40 . 79 


1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  \  relatively  com- 
mon  date  in  circulated  grades  as  well  as  the  low  er 
end  ot  the  Mint  State  category  1  low  ever,  in  gem 
Uncirculated  preservation  —  as  offered  here  -  the 
rarity  of  the  date  increases  considerably  Medium 
brown  with  prooflike  fields  surrounding  sharply 
detailed  design  motifs.  A  beauty!  ^*3 
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1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 


specimen  of  this  popular  date . 649 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 145 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (NGC) . 145 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown.  525 
1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  350 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 125 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 89 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown.  345 
1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  289 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 159 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  (NGC) . 135 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  lovely  high-grade 

coin.  Sure  to  please . 595 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF45  (NGC) . 89 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 79 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20 . 69 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN 


(NGC).  Very  scarce  in  this  high  grade,  more  elu¬ 
sive  than  generally  realized.  This  is  the  first  busi¬ 
ness  strike  appearance  in  the  half  cent  series  of 
Christian  Gobrecht's  Braided  Hair  design.  1,195 

Might  we  suggest  that  you  consider  building  a  com¬ 
plete  date  set  of  the  Braided  Hair  half  cents,  consisting  of  the 
varieties  struck  for  circulation?  The  list,  ignoring  the  Proofs,  is 
as  follows: 

1849  Large  Date,  1850,  1851,  1853,  1854,  1855,  1856, 
1857.  In  fact,  to  make  your  job  easier,  Mark  Borckardt  re¬ 
viewed  our  inventory  and  assembled  a  nicely  matched  set  of 
EF-40  to  45  grade  coins.  These  eight  coins  are  mounted  in  an 
old  Wayte  Raymond  album  page  for  half  cents.  Just  one  set  is 
available,  so  call  quickly.  $799.00 
1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  AU-58  (NGC). 
Scarce  so  fine,  yet  rather  inexpensive  (in  our  opin¬ 
ion).  This  is  the  first  business  strike  (made  for  cir¬ 


culation)  issue  of  the  Braided  Hair  type . 295 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  AU-53  (NGC).  235 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  EF-45 . 165 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  EF-45 

(ANACS) . 165 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  EF-40 . 125 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 

brown . 495 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  EF-40 . 135 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  525 
1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown.  325 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 315 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown 

with  considerable  mint  red . 895 

1853  B-l,  C-l  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1853  B-l,  C-l .  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  265 
1853  B-l,  C-l  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  235 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1853  B-1,  C-l  .  EF-40 . 79 


1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 145 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 65 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  425 
1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  265 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  (NGC) . 139 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 189 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  EF-40 . 85 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  VF-35 . 79 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  eye 

appeal! . 425 

In  1860,  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that 
most  1857  half  cents  had  been  held  at  the  Mint  and  then 
melted.  Thus,  the  coins  are  scarcer  than  even  the  low  mintage 
figure  suggests. 


The  Case  of  the 
Missing  Cents 

Reader  Ralph  J. 

Cole  Jr.  sent  us  a 
copy  of  the  Re¬ 
port  of  the  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mint  tor 
the  year  1825.  It 
seems  that  some¬ 
time  in  late  summer  or 
early  autumn  of  1825  there  was  a  prob¬ 
lem  that  required  a  change  in  the  Mint 
records.  To  be  specific,  and  to  quote  the 
Mint  Report: 

By  amount  in  copper  lost  by  the  in¬ 
solvency  of  W.  Stern,  doorkeeper,  in 
cents  entrusted  to  him  for  distribution, 
covered  by  warrants  of  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  as  charged  in  the  third  quarter 
of  1825  — 17,622  cents. 

Presumably,  Mr.  Stern,  a  true 
penny pincher,  must  have  caused  atten¬ 
tion  as  he  spent  thousands  of  these 
sparkling,  mint-new  pieces.  Or,  did  he 
hide  them  somwhere?  No  doubt  an 
1825  directory  of  Philadelphia  would 
tell  where  W.  Stem  lived.  The  next  step 
for  today's  treasure  hunter:  to  see  if  the 
building  still  stands.  The  following 
step:  get  permission  to  search,  includ¬ 
ing  with  a  metal  detector. 


1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC) . 319 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60 .  295 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 265 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 .  209 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 105 

Large  Cents 

Among  early  American  coins,  the  copper  cents 
of  1793-1857  play  to  a  wider  numismatic  audience 
than  any  other  series.  A  wonderful  organization,  the 
Early  American  Coppers  Club  (which  publishes  an 
excellent  newsletter,  Penny-Wise,  edited  by  Dr. 
Harry  Salyards)  is  central  to  this  interest  and  pro¬ 
vides  comments  from  research  findings  of 
importance  to  casual  observations  of  late-night 
gabfests  about  old  coppers. 

There  are  enough  large  cents  around  that  anyone 
can  form  a  collection  of  interest,  even  on  a  modest 
budget.  In  general,  the  collecting  specialties  within 
the  series  are  as  follows: 

1793-1814:  The  series  of  coppers  covered  in  detail 
by  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon's  1949  work,  Early  American 
Cents,  and  its  revision  in  1958,  Penny  Whimsy  (by 
Sheldon,  updated  by  Walter  H.  Breen  and  Dorothy  1. 
Paschal).  Cents  are  attributed  by  "S"  numbers  per 
Sheldon.  Rarities  include  1793, 1799  (especially),  and 
1804.  The  most  varied  single  date  is  1794,  which  com¬ 
prises  several  dozen  different  die  varieties  and 
combinations. 

1816-1839:  These  are  the  so-called  "middle  date" 
cents,  a  range  that  includes  no  great  rarities  (so  far  as 
basic  dates  are  concerned,  although  some  die  varieties 
are  rare).  Several  different  portraits  are  found,  includ¬ 
ing  the  homely  (or  beautiful,  depending  upon  your 
viewpoint;  we  like  the  image)  Matron  Head  first  used 
in  1816  and  several  interesting  heads  of  the  1835-1839 
era  by  engraver  Christian  Gobrecht.  Classification  of 
these  cents  as  well  as  other  19th-century  dates  is  to 
Howard  R.  Newcomb's  book.  United  States  Copper 
Cents  1816-1857. 

1839-1857:  The  Braided  Hair  or  Coronet  Head  type, 
by  Christian  Gobrecht.  All  dates  are  inexpensive  and 
highly  collectible. 

There  are  many  other  fine  books  available,  in¬ 
cluding  those  by  William  Noyes,  John  Wright,  and 
Robert  Grellman,  to  give  a  short  list. 

The  beautiful  part  of  cent  collecting  is  that  while 
gem  Mint  State  coins  are  nice  to  have,  there  are  so  few 
of  them  around  that  most  specialists  opt  for  such 
grades  as  Fine,  VF,  EF,  and  AU. 

Our  latest  listing  commences  rather  late  in  the 
series  — with  a  nice  1798  variety.  Our  eagle  eye  is 
open  for  choice  and  interesting  large  cents  of  all  dates, 
and  as  you  are  reading  this,  we're  scouting  for  some 
1793s  and  1794s! 

1798  Whisker  Variety  S-166  Cent 

1798  Sheldon-166.  Second  Hair  style.  Large  8.  VF- 

35.  The  so-called  Whisker  Variety,  from  a  tiny 

hair-like  die  defect  under  Miss  Liberty's  chin.  A 

pleasing  specimen  of  this  popular  date  and  va¬ 
riety .  I  O ' 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1798  Large  cent  S-179 

1798  S-179.  Second  Hair  style.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  very 
attractive  specimen  with  beautiful  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Extraordinary  condition!  In  fact,  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  coin! . 6,950 

1801  S-213.  Normal  Reverse.  F-15.  Outstanding  qual¬ 

ity  and  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  Have  it  ar¬ 
rive  in  your  mailbox  for  just . 435 

1802  S-241.  No  Stems.  VF-30.  Chocolate  brown  sur¬ 

faces  are  free  of  significant  marks.  An  attractive 
coin  overall . 525 

1803  S-249. 1/000.  VF-30.  A  nice  example  of  the  popu¬ 

lar  error  fraction  variety.  Deep  tan  and  brown 
with  plenty  of  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,095 

1803  S-251.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  EF-40.  Me¬ 
dium  brown.  Latest  die  state.  Some  very  faint 
porosity  is  noted  for  accuracy,  but  it  is  barely  evi¬ 
dent  to  the  unaided  eye  and  does  not  detract  sig¬ 
nificantly  from  the  overall  quality . 795 


Sharp  1814  Large  Cent 


1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  wonderful, 
sharply  struck  Classic  Head  large  cent  for  your 
date  or  type  collection.  Glossy  steel  brown  with  a 

splash  of  faded  mint  red  on  the  reverse . 3,995 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  VF-20.  Late  die  state . 475 

1818  Newcomb-10.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Pale  pink  iri¬ 
descence  and  warm  honey  brown  mingle  nicely 
on  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  near-gem  cent.  A 
beauty! . 695 


Rare  1803  S-262  Cent  Variety 
Small  Date,  Small  Fraction 


1803  S-262.  Low  Rarity-4.  Small  Date,  Small  Frac¬ 
tion.  VF-20.  A  very  elusive  die  variety  in  any 
grade;  especially  so  at  the  Very  Fine  level  offered 
here.  An  attractive  cent  you'll  admire  again  and 

again  when  it  is  in  your  cabinet . 2,195 

1805  S-267.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  with  some  ma¬ 
hogany  overtones.  Mark  Borckardt  has  quite  an 
eye  for  quality,  and  when  vou  see  this  piece  you'll 
realize  that  it,  like  others  we  offer,  is  really  nice 
within  its  grade  range! . 895 

Exceptional  1809  Large  Cent 


OMI 

CENT 


1809  S-280.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  simply  lovely 
example  of  what  may  be  the  most  elusive  date  of 
the  Classic  Head  large  cent  type.  Typically  found 
dark  and  slightly  rough,  this  smooth  deep  tan 
specimen  will  be  an  article  of  great  pride,  a  guar¬ 
anteed  focal  point  in  the  collection  of  its  new 

owner . 10,150 

1813  S-293.  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece  and 

a  scarcer  date . 995 

1813  S-293.  VF-20  BN  (NGC).  A  pleasing  brown  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  date  and  grade . 585 


Highly  Important  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  N-l.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  splendid  piece  that  will  answer  your 
call  for  a  high-grade  example  at  a  reasonable 
price.  A  find.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased 
when  this  beauty  arrives  in  your  mailbox!  2,250 

Of  all  cent  dates  in  the  later  series  1816-1857,  the  1 823  is 
far  and  away  the  most  elusive.  The  date  occurs  in  two  major 
varieties,  the  1823/2  overdate  as  offered  here,  and  the  1823 
"perfect  date." 

1826/5  N-8.  VF-20  (ANACS).  The  popular  overdate 
variety . 245 

1829  N-5.  Small  Letters.  VF-25.  Somewhat  scarce  as  a 

date  and  major  variety  (in  the  context  of  cents  of 
this  design  type) . 285 

1830  N-6.  Rarity-4.  Medium  Letters.  VF-35.  Medium 

brown  with  a  few  tiny  marks  noted  for  accuracy. 
Still,  however,  a  splendid  specimen,  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade,  of  a  classic  key  variety.  Among 
Guide  Book  listed  issues,  this  has  always  been  a 
much  sought  item . 1,195 

1834  N-5.  Large  Date,  Large  Stars,  Medium  Letters.  G- 
6 . 485 

1837  N-5.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  ^mall  Letters.  AU-58. 
Attractive  deep  tan  with  a  touch  of  mahogany. 
Very  nice  for  the  grade . 435 

1837  N-9.  Head  of  1838.  Beaded  Hair  cords.  FF-45. 
Light  mahogany  and  tan  surfaces.  A  truly  choice 
coin  for  the  assigned  grade . 139 

1837  N-ll.  Head  of  1838.  Beaded  Hair  Cords.  AU-55. 
Glossy  tobacco  brown  surfaces  display  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  marks.  Choice  for  the  grade  and  guaran¬ 


teed  to  please . 235 

1838  N-6.  AU-50  (PCI) . 169 


Choice  1839  Silly  Head  Cent 


1839  N-9.  Silly  Head.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Cents  of  this 
year  are  always  popular,  as  within  this  year  there 
are  a  number  of  distinctive  portrait  varieties  —  no 
doubt  the  result  of  Christian  Gobrecht's  efforts  to 
improve  the  coinage  design  (the  same  year,  1839, 
saw  the  production  of  an  inordinate  number  of 

half  dollar  patterns) . 2,295 

1839  N-9.  Silly  Head.  AU-50.  Chocolate  brown.  ..  325 

This  variety,  N-9,  exhibitsa  diagonal  diecrack  across  Miss 
Liberty's  portrait,  and  is  easily  recognized  by  that  diagnostic. 

1847  N-l.  AU-50 . 175 

1849  N-8.  AU-50 . 199 

1852  N-14.  AU-55.  Go  back  a  few  spaces  and  read  our 
suggestion  about  collecting  half  cents  of  the  1850s, 
as  we  have  a  nice  stock  of  half  cents  now.  We  can¬ 
not  say  the  same  thing  about  our  stock  of  cents  of 
the  1850s  as  we  only  have  a  few . 159 


Fabulous  1852  N-24  Proof  Rarity 
A  Landmark  Opportunity 


1852  N-24.  Proof-64  RB,  mostly  red.  A  splendid  glit¬ 
tering  Proof  specimen  of  this  exceedingly  rare  die 
variety,  a  die  pairing  used  only  to  produce  Proofs 
and,  so  far  as  is  known,  not  for  business  strikes. 
Only  three  specimens  are  known  to  us,  all  in  Proof. 
These  three  are  the  only  3  1 852's  of  any  variety  in 
Proof,  The  1852  N-8's  listed  bv  Walter  Breen  are 
not  Proofs.  In  this  year,  only  a  few  Proofs  were 
made  of  the  various  denominations,  and  ex¬ 
amples  are  seldom  seen  today.  Regarding  copper 
cents,  this  Proof  N-24  is  the  rarest  of  the  rare,  and 
anyone  seriously  contemplating  the  formation  of 
a  date  sequence  of  Proofs  will  want  to  take  special 
notice  of  this  beautiful  piece .  35,950 


Enjoy  Yourself! 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called  the 
world's  best  hobby.  If  vou're  a  coin  col¬ 
lector,  either  freshly-minted  or  an  old- 
timer,  we'll  do  our  best  to  make  numis 
matics  as  enjoyable  as  possible  for  vou 
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1853  N-7.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 
with  plenty  of  mint  red  on  glossy  reddish  brown 
surfaces.  Sharply  struck  with  all  design  details 
strong  save  for  a  few  obverse  stars . 795 

Small  Cents 

Flying  Eagle  Cents 

Focus  on  1857  Flying  Eagle  cents!  It  is  not  May  25, 
1857,  but  it  seems  like  it!  On  that  long-ago  day,  Flying 
Eagle  cents  were  released  for  the  first  time.  Today  in 
1999,  they  are  where  you  find  them,  usually  one  at  a 
time.  Check  our  offering,  including  the  "Remarkable 
1857  Threesome,"  a  fascinating  trio. 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden 
surfaces  show  a  hint  of  deeper  golden  toning  on 
both  sides.  A  tiny  die  chip  is  seen  in  the  lower 

loop  of  the  second  S  in  STATES . 995 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rich  golden  irides¬ 
cence  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  thin  planchet  impres¬ 
sion,  as  struck,  is  noted  in  the  area  of  the  eagle's 
tail  and  claw;  a  glass  is  needed  to  see  it,  and  it  is 

only  mentioned  for  accuracy . 995 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 

with  lustrous  golden  brown  surfaces . 995 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-63.  Very  attractive  dark 
golden  brown . 595 

Remarkable  1857  F.E.  Threesome! 

1857  3-piece  set  of  Flying  Eagle  cents  with  clashed 

dies.  AU-53  (ANACS).  FS-003,  FND-003  S-9.  50- 
cent  clashed  obverse.  VF-35  (ANACS).  FS-004, 
FND-001,  S-7.  $20.00  clashed  obverse.  EF-45 
(ANACS).  FS-005,  FND-002,  S-8.  25-cent  dashed 
reverse.  These  pieces  are  not  listed  in  the  Guide 
Book,  but  are  well  known  to  aficionados  in  the  se¬ 
ries  from  writings  by  Bowers,  Breen,  DeLorey, 
Fivaz,  Snow,  Steve,  et  al.  The  raison  d'etre  for  these 
issues  remains  a  mystery,  but  they  seem  to  have 
been  created  when  dies  of  different  denominations 
clashed  with  Flying  Eagle  cent  dies  in  a  coining 
press.  Without  doubt  these  are  among  the  most 
fascinating  pieces  in  American  numismatics.  Pur¬ 
chase  all  three  as  a  group  for . 3,250 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous  with 

strong  details  on  both  sides.  Well  struck  with  all 
design  elements  crisp  and  bold . 950 

Indian  Head  Cents 

In  recent  times  Indian  Head  cents  have  attracted 
quite  a  few  buyers,  a  well-deserved  change  from  the 
market  doldrums  of  a  decade  or  so  ago.  Today,  In¬ 
dian  cents  are  coming  into  their  own,  or  perhaps  they 
have  already  arrived.  However,  despite  this  market 
activity,  there  are  many  excellent  values  to  be  had. 

-  TO  ORDER  - 
Call  Toll-free 

1-800-222-5993 


Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


Cherry  picking  — selecting  for  quality  —  is  always  rec¬ 
ommended.  We  do  this  when  purchasing  for  our 
stock,  and  we  suggest  that  you  do  it  as  well.  If  you 
buy  from  us,  you  get  quality  we  have  seen  with  our 
own  eyes.  Each  coin  you  buy  has  passed  our  test  be¬ 
fore  we  wrote  out  a  Bowers  and  Merena  check  to  buy 
it.  If  you  buy  elsewhere,  simply  remember  that  price 
is  just  one  part  of  the  equation,  and  that  when  we  buy 
coins  for  stock,  we  reject  several  Indian  cents  for  every 
single  piece  we  buy.  Thus,  while  price  is  always  im¬ 
portant,  in  the  field  of  Indian  cents  quality  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  equation.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
bargain  price  and  high  quality  at  the  same  time  — you 
get  one  or  the  other.  Take  your  pick! 

Over  a  long  period  of  time  many  collectors  with 
a  penchant  for  quality  have  found  our  coins  to  be  just 
what  they  have  hoped  for. 

Our  recent  buying  trip,  plus  purchases  sent  to  us 
by  mail,  yielded  many  choice  Indian  cents.  When  we 
buy  we  are  as  "fussy”  as  all  get-out,  a  philosophy  you 
will  admire  when  you  see  the  quality  of  the  Indian 
cents  that  arrive  in  your  mailbox! 

1859  MS-64.  First  year  of  the  Indian  Head  cent,  and 
the  only  year  with  laurel  wreath  reverse.  A  lovely 
coin  with  superb  eye  appeal . 875 

What  kind  of  wreath  is  it?  Olive?  Laurel?  The  Mint  was 
not  quite  sure,  and  contemporary  records  have  it  either  way. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  business  strike  example . 875 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lustrous  surfaces; 

a  choice  piece  that  will  be  ideal  for  a  type  set  or 
date  collection . 875 

1860  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  warm  honey 

brown  toning.  First  year  with  the  oak  wreath  and 
shield  reverse . 295 

1861  MS-62  (PCGS) . 189 

1862  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1863  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1863  MS-63 . 139 

1863  AU-58  (PCI) . 59 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  MS-62  (NGC) . 189 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 350 

1864  Bronze.  Snow-1.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Date  lightly 
repunched  to  left.  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  350 
1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 
brown . 595 

It  was  not  quite  ancient  times,  but  it  certainly  was  a  long 
time  ago  — in  the  1950s.  We  used  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
sort  through  many  Indian  Head  cents  from  old  caches,  etc., 
which  had  not  been  picked  over  numismatically.  We  soon 
developed  a  feeling  for  what  was  rare  and  what  was  not.  We 
found  that  1864  bronze  cents  with  L  on  ribbon  were,  perhaps, 
five  to  10  times  scarcer  than  without  L,  that  1877  cents  were 
almost  never  found,  and  that  1908-S  and  1909-S  were  hardly 
ever  seen. 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown 
with  splashes  of  red  that  impart  an  attractive 


woodgrain  effect  overall . 419 

1865  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  395 

1865  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 315 

1866  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 420 

1866  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 295 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  1,150 

1867  MS-64  RB  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 510 


1867  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 329 

1868  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  for  the  issue 

Lustrous  red  and  brown,  mostly  red . 929 

Gem  1869  Indian  Cent 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Satiny  reddish  brown  sur¬ 
faces  display  warm  mint  lustre.  A  pretty  coin 
overall,  much  more  red  than  brown,  and  quite 


attractive  as  such . 1,695 

1869  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown.; . 895 

1870  Proof-63  BN  (PCGS) . 359 


Rare  and  Beautiful  1870  Cent 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Satiny  deep  red  surfaces  ex¬ 
hibit  very  nice  lustre.  A  beautiful  coin.  This  date  is 
somewhat  scarcer  than  generally  realized. ..  1,650 


1870  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 575 

1870  EF-45  (NGC) . 329 


Low-Mintage  1871  Indian  Cent 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  tan.  An  ever- 
popular  low-mintage  date,  and  particularly  desir¬ 
able  in  gem  Mint  State  as  such.  A  splendid  addition 
to  a  high-grade  Indian  cent  cabinet! . 2,850 

Gem  1871  Cent 

1871  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  on  the  high 
points,  satiny  red  in  the  protected  areas.  A  touch 
of  pale  violet  increases  the  overall  appeal.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  gem  specimen  of  an  important  date,  one 
which  has  played  second  fiddle  publicity-wise  to 
the  1872,  but  which  is  in  the  same  league  of  rar¬ 


ity . 1,595 

1871  AU-58  (NGC) . 459 

1871  VF-20 .  295 


Gem  Uncirculated  1872  Indian  K 


1872  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  sur¬ 
faces  exhibit  a  pleasing  woodgrain  effect  that  just 
about  all  aficionados  dearly  love.  An  attractive  gem 
specimen  of  one  of  the  most  important  key  dates  in 
the  Indian  cent  series.  Nicely  struck  in  most  areas; 
the  shield  is  virtually’  complete  for  instance  (that 
area  is  typically  weak  on  this  date) . 3,995 
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Coin  Quiz 

Odd  Comment  Out  - 


We  give  clues  concerning  10  aspects  of 
American  coins  and  numismatics.  In  each 
instance,  three  of  the  four  clues  are  correct, 
but  one  is  a  zinger.  How  many  of  the  incor¬ 
rect  comments  can  you  identify?  Get  six  or 
more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get 
seven  or  eight  right,  and  you  are  in  the  ex¬ 
pert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  10  cor¬ 
rect,  and  you  should  send  in  your  resume! 

1.  The  1950-D  Jefferson  nickel: 

a.  Is  rarer  in  worn  grades  than  in  Mint 
State. 

b.  Has  the  lowest  business  strike  mintage 
of  any  regular  issue  Jefferson  nickel. 

c.  Has  the  D  mintmark  punched  over  a 
previous  S. 

d.  Is  one  of  the  very  few  coins  that  is  not 
worth  as  much  in  1999  as  it  was  35  years 
ago  in  1964. 

2.  Over  the  years  many  well-known 
people  have  collected  coins  including: 

a.  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  the  playboy  mon¬ 
arch  who  was  deposed  in  1952,  after 
which  his  coins  were  sold  by  Sotheby's  in 
Cairo  (in  early  1954). 

b.  J.P.  Morgan,  who  collected  many  differ¬ 
ent  series.  Some  of  his  coins  were  handled 
by  Wayte  Raymond,  the  New  York  City 
dealer1.  Today,  many  of  his  Proof  gold  coins 
are  part  of  the  American  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety  Collection. 

c.  Commodore  Matthew  Calbraith  Perry, 
who  was  credited  with  "opening"  Japan  to 
American  commerce  in  the  1850s,  formed 
a  collection  including  world  coins,  an  1836 
Gobrecht  silver  dollar,  and  many  different 
Hard  Times  tokens.  His  cabinet  was  auc¬ 
tioned  by  Bowers  and  Merena  a  few  years 
ago. 

d.  President  Calvin  Coolidge,  who  special¬ 
ized  in  commemorative  coins  and  was  es¬ 
pecially  pleased  when  his  image  was  used 
on  the  1926Sesquicentennial  commemora- 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


But  Which  One? 


tive  half  dollar,  accolated  with  the 
portrait  of  George  Washington. 
Often  when  he  was  in  New  York 
City  he  would  visit  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  and  in  1924 
at  a  symposium  he  gave  some  re¬ 
marks  on  Assay  Commission 
medals. 


privately  sold  before  the  sale,  such  pieces 
including  the  two  prizes  of  the  collection: 
the  1804  dollar  and  the  1822  $5. 

b.  A  major  buyer  in  the  sale  was  Col. 
E.H.R.  Green,  who  already  owned  all  five 
of  the  known  1913  Liberty  Head  nickels, 
but  needed  an  1804  dollar. 

c.  The  catalogue  for  this  sale  is  generally 
regarded  as  the  finest  in  Mehl's  long  ca¬ 
reer. 

d.  For  many  years,  Dunham  was  a  drug¬ 
gist  in  Chicago.  Later,  he  moved  to  Califor¬ 
nia.  I  le  sold  his  collection  to  Mehl  outright 
for  cash,  circa  1939. 

6.  All  but  one  of  the  following  state¬ 
ments  are  part  of  the  lore  and  legend,  fact 
and  possibly  fiction,  that  have  appeared  in 
print  concerning  Joseph  J.  Mickley,  famous 
Philadelphia  numismatist: 

a.  He  began  his  interest  in  rare  coins  as  a 
teenager,  when  searching  for  a  cent  of  his 
birth  year,  1799,  and  learning  that  they 
were  virtually  impossible  to  find. 

b.  A  restorer  of  musical  instruments  b\ 
trade,  he  once  worked  on  a  violin  that  had 
been  plaved  by  George  Washington. 

c.  He  was  named  honoran  curator  of  the 
Mint  Cabinet  in  1838  and  remained  in  that 


3.  The  late  Col.  Grover  C. 
Criswell: 

a.  Wrote  the  standard  reference 
work  on  early  United  States  half 
dollars  1794-1836. 

b.  Had  as  a  prime  specialty  paper 
money  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  and  southern  states. 

c.  Served  a  term  as  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association. 

d.  Once  operated  a  numismatic  museum 
in  Florida.  Exhibits  included  a  piece  of 
stone  money  from  the  island  of  Yap  and  a 
rare  1894-S  dime. 


4.  Frank  Dunn,  distributor  of  Boone 
Bicentennial  commemorative  half  dollars 
in  the  1930s: 

a.  Issued  many  phony  press  releases  and 
false  statements. 

b.  Transferred  certain  assets  to  his  wife's 
name  to  avoid  their  seizure  by  dis¬ 
gruntled,  disillusioned  customers. 

c.  Stated  that  certain  issues  were  "sold 
out,"  but,  marvelously,  was  able  to  find 
some  to  sell  at  prices  far  above  the  original 
issue  figures. 

d.  Was  censured  by  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  for  his  actions. 


5.  The  collection  of  William  Forrester 
Dunham  was  offered  in  a  memorable  1941 
auction  catalogue  prepared  by  B.  Max 
Mehl. 

a.  Many  items  that  were  announced  as  be¬ 
ing  sold  at  the  auction  were,  in  actuality, 
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Coin  Quiz 


post  until  February  22,  I860,  when  be  be¬ 
came  involved  in  an  argument  with  Mint 
Director  James  Ross  Snowden  during  a 
special  ceremony. 

d.  In  1827  he  visited  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
and  obtained  for  face  value  four  Proof 
1827  quarter  dollars,  which  later  became 
recognized  as  great  rarities. 

7 .  A  dedicated  collector  of  numis¬ 
matic  literature  might  be  able  to  pick  the 
zinger  from  this  list: 

a.  It  is  not  known  (and  your  editor  doesn't 
know)  who  was  the  author  of  the  Illus¬ 
trated  History  of  the  United  States  Mint,  al¬ 
though  George  G.  Evans  usually  receives 
credit.  Probably,  Evans  was  only  the  pub¬ 
lisher,  not  the  author. 

b.  After  many  years  of  painstaking  solo 
research,  in  1881  John  W.  Haseltine  pub¬ 
lished  his  Type  Table,  giving  for  the  first 
time  descriptions  of  die  varieties  of  large- 
denomination  early  American  silver 
coins. 

c.  In  the  late  1940s,  an  article  ghost  written 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


by  Walter  Breen  earned  its  listed  "author" 
an  award  as  being  the  best  article  of  the 
year  in  The  Numismatist. 

d.  Pioneer  dealers  in  out-of-print  numis¬ 
matic  literature,  active  before  1980,  include 
Frank  Katen,  Cal  Wilson,  Aaron  Feldman, 
George  F.  Kolbe,  and  Charles  C.  Rood. 

8.  Of  the  following  coins,  all  but  one 
is  considered  to  be  a  key  issue  within  its 
particular  series. 

a.  1881-S  Morgan  silver  dollar. 

b.  1877  Indian  Head  cent. 

c.  1799  copper  cent. 

d.  1928  Hawaiian  commemorative  half 
dollar. 

9.  The  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine  Cen¬ 
tennial  commemorative  half  dollar: 

a.  Was  distributed  in  conjunction  with  a 
motion  picture  festival  in  Los  Angeles. 

b.  Utilizes  a  motif  of  North  and  South 
America,  personified  in  a  manner  similar 
to  the  design  of  a  medal  made  for  the  1901 
Pan-American  Exposition. 


c.  Was  not  a  notable  commercial  success, 
and  many  were  released  into  circulation 
for  face  value. 

d.  Was  designed  by  Laura  Gardin  Fraser. 

10.  In  the  19th  century,  the  teenaged 
Augustus  B.  Sage: 

a.  Was  instrumental  in  the  founding.of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  in  his  home 
on  Essex  Street,  New  York  City. 

b.  Was  the  most  important  coin  auction 
cataloguer  in  the  year  1859. 

c.  Became  interested  in  the  career  of  chess 
champion  Paul  Morphy  and  issued  a 
medal  with  his  portrait. 

d.  Assisted  Mint  Engraver  James  B. 
Longacre  in  the  creation  of  the  portrait  for 
the  Indian  Head  cent  (first  made  in  pattern 
form  in  1858  and  for  circulation  beginning 
in  1859). 
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•  The  longest  one-syllable  words  in 
the  English  language  are  "screeched"  and 
"strengths"  (which  is  a  expansion  of  just 
"screeched"  as  used  in  an  earlier  version 
of  "Odds  and  Ends"). 

•  When  counting,  the  first  time  the  let¬ 
ter  "a"  appears  is  "one  thousand." 

•  No  president  of  the  United  States 
was  an  only  child. 

J 

•  Shakespeare  invented  the  words  "as¬ 
sassination"  and  "bump." 

•  The  symbol  on  the  "pound"  key  (#) 
is  called  an  octothorpe. 

•  The  dot  over  the  letter  "i"  is  called  a 
tittle. 

•  Typewriter  is  the  longest  word  that 
can  be  made  using  the  letters  on  only  one 
row  of  the  keyboard. 

•  If  the  population  of  China  walked 
past  you  in  single  file,  the  line  would 
never  end  because  of  the  rate  of  reproduc¬ 
tion  (Robert  Ripley  first  published  this 
years  ago). 


Did  You  Know? 

Sent  in  by 

Cynthea  Blake,  Kathy  Fuller,  and  Wynn  Bowers 

•  A  snail  can  sleep  for  three  years. 

•  The  electric  chair  was  invented  by  a 
dentist. 

•  The  continents'  names  all  end  with 
the  same  letter  with  which  they  start. 

•  The  word  "set"  has  more  definitions 
than  any  other  word  in  the  English  lan¬ 
guage. 

•  Donald  Duck's  middle  name  is 
Fauntleroy. 

•  A  pregnant  goldfish  is  called  a  twit. 

•  "I  am."  is  the  shortest  complete  sen¬ 
tence  in  the  English  language. 

•  The  letters  KGB  stand  for  Komitet 
Gosudarstvennoy  Bezopasnosti. 

•  The  name  for  Oz  in  the  "Wizard  of 
Oz"  was  thought  up  when  the  creator, 
Frank  Baum,  looked  at  his  filing  cabinet 
and  saw  A-N,  and  O-Z,  hence  Oz." 

•  "Stewardesses"  is  the  longest  word 
that  is  typed  with  only  the  left  hand. 

•  Ogden  Nash  take  note:  The  combina¬ 
tion  "ough"  can  be  pronounced  in  nine 


different  ways.  The  following  sentence 
contains  them  all:  "A  rough-coated, 
dough-faced,  thoughtful  ploughman 
strode  through  the  streets  of  Scarborough; 
after  falling  into  a  slough,  he  coughed  and 
hiccoughed." 

•  The  only  15  letter  word  that  can  be 
spelled  without  repeating  a  letter  is 
uncopy  rightable. 

•  Facetious  and  abstemious  contain  all 
the  vowels  in  the  correct  order,  as  does  ar- 
senious,  meaning  "containing  arsenic." 

•  More  people  are  killed  by  donkeys 
every  year  than  are  killed  in  plane 
crashes. 

•  American  Airlines  saved  $40,000  in 
1987  by  eliminating  one  olive  from  each 
salad  served  in  first  class. 

•  Cats  have  over  100  vocal  sounds, 
while  dogs  only  have  about  10. 
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Gem  1872  Cent  Rarity 

1872  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  devices  dis¬ 
play  generous  amounts  of  red  in  the  protected 
areas.  Sharply  struck  with  full  reverse  shield  de¬ 
tails.  A  key  date,  always  in  demand . 1,850 

Gem  Mint  State  1873  Indian  1C 
Closed  3  in  Date 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  satiny  and  lus¬ 
trous  reddish  brown  specimen  with  splashes  of 
iridescent  violet  adding  to  the  overall  appeal. 
Decidedly  scarcer  than  the  Open  3  variety.  2,550 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  satiny  pale  red  surfaces  and  strong  lustre. 
Not  distinguished  as  the  Open  3  variety  on  the 
holder . 1,295 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nice  cartwheel  lustre 
with  mostly  red  surfaces,  very  attractive . 1,295 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  with 

the  attractive  woodgrain  toning  sometimes  seen 
on  cents  of  this  era.  Lucky  you! . 695 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Beautiful  red  and  brown  sur¬ 
faces,  a  visual  delight . 875 

1874  MS-65  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 375 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1874  Cent 

1874  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  frostv  and  lustrous  speci¬ 
men.  Early  date  Indian  cents  designated  "RD"  by 
the  grading  services  are  considered  the  creme  de  la 
creme  of  the  series  by  today's  collectors . 1,695 

As  Mark  Borckardt  has  pointed  out,  "red"  is  a  misno¬ 
mer.  "Orange"  is  more  appropriate  for  a  mint-fresh  cent. 

1874  EF-45 . 99 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  .  835 

1875  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  .  495 

1875  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  495 

1876  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  1,195 

1876  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown, 

mainly  red  with  some  pale  violet  and  brown  on 
the  high  points.  A  lovely  gem . 1,195 


Coming  Your  Way! 

Some  really  interesting  issues  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin  Collector 
are  in  the  works,  plus  lots  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  our  Internet  site  (recently  sur¬ 
veyed  by  Lycos  and  found  to  be  one  of 
the  most  interesting  in  existence!).  Be 
sure  your  subscription  is  up  to  date,  so 
as  not  to  miss  a  single  one!  Some  really 
notable  auction  catalogues  will  be  ar¬ 
riving  in  your  mailbox,  too. 


Long  considered  a  "sleeper"  date  in  the  Indian  cent 
series,  a  date  that  is  overshadowed  by  its  immediate  "neigh¬ 
bor,  the  1877  rarity  (as  is,  also,  the  1878  issue,  of  which  we 
offer  a  lovely  gem  specimen  further  along  in  the  listings).  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  PCGS  has  certified  29  examples  of  this 
date  as  MS-65  RB,  but  none  have  been  certified  finer  within  the 
RB  designation,  making  the  specimen  offered  here  essen¬ 
tially  as  fine  as  can  be  found  within  the  grade  context. 


1876  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 775 

1876  AU-53  (PCGS) . 185 


Attractive  Mint  State  1877  Cent 


1877  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown, 
mostly  brown  although  with  considerable  red. 
Highly  popular  issue  almost  since  the  time  of  is¬ 
sue;  recognized  as  a  rarity  by  the  1880s.  This  is  an 

opportunity  not  to  be  missed . 5,850 

1877  EF-45  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown  with  a 
minimum  of  marks  present.  Very  nice  eye  appeal 
for  the  grade.  The  key  date  of  the  Indian  cent  se¬ 
ries,  desirable  in  all  grades,  especially  at  the 
highly  collectible  level  offered  here .  1 ,895 

Memorable  Quality  EF 1877  Cent 

1877  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  and  free  of  major 
marks.  Memorable  quality  at  this  grade  level.  Talk 


about  opportunity! . 1,495 

1877  VF-20  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 995 

1877  G-4.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  issue . 495 


1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  1,195 

Last  of  the  somewhat  scarce  years  in  the  Indian  cent 
series.  The  later  Philadelphia  Mint  issues,  1879-1909,  are  all 


more  easily  available. 

1878  EF-40 . 140 

1879  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 239 

1879  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 219 

1879  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Mostlv  brown  with  a  whisper 

of  red  peeking  through . 219 

1879  MS-63  BN . 139 

1879  EF-45 . 79 

1879  EF-40 . 65 

1880  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red . 229 

1880  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 175 

1881  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red . 575 

1883  MS-65  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 129 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1884  Cent 
1884  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  One  of  the  highlights 
among  Indian  cents  available  from  Bowers  and 
Merena.  Sharply  struck  with  deeply  reflective 
mirrored  fields  and  light  mint  red.  Quality  com¬ 
bined  with  a  somewhat  scarce  date  — all  in  all  a 


dandy  coin! . 1,895 

1885  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 275 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown.  Very  elusive  in  this  high  grade . 1,095 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown  . 675 


1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  525 


1887  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 329 

1888  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  ^5 

1888  MS-64  RB.  Mostly  red . 299 

1888  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  299 
1888  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  299 

1888  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 175 

1888  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 129 

1888  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown . 129 

1889  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  175 

1889  AU-55 . 29 

1890  AU-55 . 21 

1890  AU-50 . 19 

1891  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant . 399 

1891  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1891  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  129 

1891  AU-55 . 21 

1892  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1893  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  205 

1894  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  235 

1896  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  145 

1897  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 109 

1897  MS-60 . 35 

1898  MS-66  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 395 

1899  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  98 

1899  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 95 

1899  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 69 

1899  MS-60 . 32 

1900  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 129 

1900  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 95 

1901  MS-63  RB . 59 

1903  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 95 

1905  MS-64  RB . 95 


"Cliff  House"  Cover  Admired 

"Dear  Dave: 

"Most  of  your  coins  are  brilliant, 
but  there  isn't  anyone  as  brilliant  as 
you,  especially  when  you  put  words 
on  paper.  But  you  won  my  wife  over 
not  with  words,  but  with  the  beautiful 
Rare  Coin  Review  cover  illustration  of 
the  elegant  Cliff  House  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Margaret  was  born  in  the  Sunset 
District  of  San  Francisco,  a  few  blocks 
from  the  ocean  and  the  Cliff  House. 
She  has  made  copies  and  is  using  the 
back  as  writing  paper  to  write  to  rela¬ 
tives  in  California.  Funny,  the  1804  dol¬ 
lar  clipping  in  the  same  issue  never 
caught  her  eye!  We  met  on  a  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  trolley  car  (1  was  in  the  Navy  and 
the  year  was  1944). 

"The  1892-CC  AU-50  dollar  I  ordered 
was  nice.  I'd  also  like  to  thank  vou  for 
buying  my  duplicate  1886  Type  II  cent. 

"Sincerely" 

-B.W. 
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Colonial,  Copper,  ami  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


* 


1905  MS-63  BN . 35 

1905  AU-55 . 19 

1905  EF-40 . 15 

1906  MS-65  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 145 

1906  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  145 

1907  AU-58 . 21 

1907  AU-55 . 17 

1908  MS-64  RD  (PCI).  Brilliant . 49 

1908  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 65 

1908-S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 159 

1908-S  EF-40 . 115 


Important  1909-S  Indian  Cent 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 1,795 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 635 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-62  RB  (NGC) . 495 


Lincoln  Cents 


Lincoln  cents  are  one  of  the  most  popular  series 
under  the  American  numismatic  sun,  and  on  every 
buying  trip  we  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice  ones. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting,  there 
are  several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents,  one  of  which 
we  publish,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by 
David  Lange.  This  guide  tells  you  just  about  all  you 
ever  wanted  to  know  about  Lincoln  cents  from  1909 
onward,  plus  a  lot  of  things  you  probably  never 
dreamed  of  asking  about!  Certainly,  this  volume  is 
worth  having  if  you  are  at  all  interested  in  Lincoln 
cents,  or  even  have  just  a  few  scarce  pieces.  This 
dandy  volume  is  now  in  its  second  printing.  As  we 
have  said  many  times,  the  enjoyment  of  a  coin  can  be 
multiplied  bv  having  something  interesting  to  read 
about  it. 

We  love  Lincoln  cents,  and  our  recent  buying  trip 
yielded  some  really  nice  ones.  Whether  you  need  a 
classic  1909-S  V.D.B.,  or  one  of  several  (!)  Mint  State 
1924-D  cents,  or  the  rare  and  fascinating  1955 
Doubled  Die  — or  an  inexpensive  common  date  — 
you've  come  to  the  right  place! 


1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 59 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  red 
with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  satiny  surfaces. 
Another  lovely  example  of  this  famous  issue,  a  coin 

with  the  overall  appeal  of  a  finer  grade . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

brown . 925 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-62  RB  (AN ACS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown . 1,025 

1909- S  V.D.B.  AU-58  (NGC) . 775 

191 0- S  MS-62  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 79 

1910-5  AU-58  (PCGS) . 69 


1911-D  MS-65  RD  Brilliant  but  with  a  small  carbon 
spot  at  3:00  on  obverse,  noted  for  accuracy  and 
priced  accordingly.  The  first  cent  issue  from  the 


Denver  Mint . 695 

1912  MS-62  BN . 36 

1 91 2-D  AU-58 . 89 

1 912*5  AU-55 . 89 

1913  Proof-66  BN  (PCGS) . 575 


Sherburne  House  Follow-Up 


Recently  the  following  letter  arrived  in  the 
mail  from  Jeffrey  Cornell: 

"Dear  Dave: 

"Here  are  some  pictures  [one  of  which 
is  shown  here]  of  the  Sherburne  House 
you  had  asked  about  in  Rare  Coin  Review 
#125,  page  97.  Sherburne  is  less  that  an 
hour's  drive  from  my  home  in  Bainbridge, 
NY.  I've  been  wanting  to  find  out  about 
the  old  photo  for  you  and  finally  did.  I 
went  into  the  bar  at  the  Sherburne  House 
and  a  waitress  showed  me  a  book  they 
keep  there  of  its  history.  It  turns  out  the 
grand  old  house  burnt  down  in  1915, 1  saw 
pictures  taken  during  the  fire;  too  bad.  The 
pictures  I  sent  you  are  of  the  new  building 
built  in  1917. 

"P.S.:  I  enjoy  your  writing  very  much, 
your  books  and  articles  really  got  me  into 
coin  collecting.  Thanks." 


...and  this  letter  arrived  from  Herman 
"Bud”  Gehnrich: 

"Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

"In  an  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
some  months  ago,  you  showed  a  photo¬ 
graph  (probably  a  copy  of  an  old  postcard) 
of  the  Inn  in  Sherburne,  NY.  You  won¬ 
dered  if  it  was  still  here. 

"Having  property  in  the  area,  I  have 
eaten  there  many  times.  I  also  had  occa¬ 
sion  to  he  in  nearby  Hamilton  recently  vis¬ 
iting  my  grandson  at  Colgate  University.  I 
took  the  enclosed  pictures  [one  of  which  is 
shown  here]  of  the  Inn,  and  you  will  see 
that  it  has  not  changed  much  over  the 
years. 

"I  hope  you  enjoy  the  scenes." 

Editor's  note:  Thank  you  both  for  sending 
in  the  photos  of  how  the  Sherburne  House  looks 
today  and  for  its  history. 


it  looks  now. 


Sometimes  one  trivial  mention  of 
something  leads  to  a  follow-through,  and 
it  is  true  in  the  present  case.  In  our  Rare 
Coin  Review  #125,  page  97,  we  repro¬ 
duced  a  view  of  the  Sherbourne  House 
(again  shown  here,  reduced)  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  caption:  "The  American  scene  in 
1914:  the  place  is  Sherburne,  NY,  where 
The  Sherburne  House  was  probably  front 
row  center  in  local  activities  (wonder  if  it 
still  stands  today?).  Parked  out  in  front  is 
one  of  those  new  contraptions,  a  gasoline- 
powered  automobile.  Wonder  how  many 
Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars 
were  jingling  in  the  pockets  of  the  by¬ 
standers?" 


How  it  looked  then... 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1913-D  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  specimen.  A 
difficult  date  to  locate  in  gem  condition . 1,195 


1913-D  MS-63  BN . 109 

1913-D  AU-55 . '...69 

1913-D  AU-55  (PCGS) . 69 

1913-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1913- S  AU-50 . 79 

1914  MS-63  BN . 49 

1914  AU-55 . 32 

1914- D  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  Rare  and 

desirable . 945 

1914-D  EF-40 . 495 

1916  MS-62  BN . 19 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  495 

1916- S  MS- 64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 135 

1917- D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 

1917-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  465 

1919  MS-63  BN . 22 

1919-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 319 


1921-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mainly  red  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  key-date  Lincoln  cent  of  the  1920s,  and 
desirable  as  such.  Fairly  well  struck  for  the  date; 
the  1921-S  cent  is  often  flat  and  "mushy."  Seldom 
found  so  fine.  Don't  miss  out  on  this  one!  .  1,295 
1921-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 


brown . 1,295 

1921-S  MS-64  RB . 435 


1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  435 
1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  435 


Key  Mint  State  1924-D  Cent 

1924-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
with  strong  eye  appeal.  A  lovely  specimen  that  is 
not  far  from  full  red,  but  which  is  so  much 
cheaper!  A  find  from  our  recent  buying  trip.  In 
true  Mint  State  this  is  one  of  the  hardest  to  find 

Lincoln  cents  of  its  era . 1,450 

1924-D  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant.  The  key  Denver  Mint 
Lincoln  cent  of  the  decade . 995 

1924- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  995 

1925- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  595 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (ICG).  Lustrous  red . 395 

1928  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  ..  105 

1931-D  MS-60 . 55 

1931-D  AU-55 . 42 


1933  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1934-D  MS-65  RD . 59 

1941  FS-018.  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-65  RD 

(NGC).  Listed  by  Bill  Fivaz  and  j.T.  Stanton,  we 
do  not  recall  having  this  variety  before  in  our 

catalogues . 459 

1944-D/S  VF-25  (PCI) . 139 


Lustrous  1955  Double  Die  Cent 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 
and  glossy  example  of  what  is  probably 
Amern  a's  most  famous  (and  most  popular)  "die 


error"  coin.  Medium  brown  with  splashes  of  bril¬ 
liant  red  in  the  recessed  areas.  Near-gem  Mint 
State  examples  of  this  popular  date  don't  stay  in 
our  inventory  very  long  as  a  rule,  so  call  quickly 
on  this  one! . 2,195 

Rare  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 
1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  WOULD  YOU 
BELIEVE  IT?  IT  IS  TRUE!  It  is  almost  like  the  days 
of  the  1950s  when  such  pieces  were  readily  (more 
or  less)  available.  We  have  just  purchased  a  little 
group  of  MS-62  BN  pieces  certified  by  NGC.  If 
you've  been  wanting  a  nice  one,  order  now. 
HOWEVER,  these  are  selling  very  quickly,  and  as 
these  words  are  being  written,  our  inventory  is 


now  only  four  pieces.  Buy  one  for . 1,450 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 
brown . 1,395 


1869  MS-65  RB  (PCGS)  Pleasing  amounts  ot  red 
blend  warmly  on  tan  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  and 


fully  lustrous . 645 

1869  AU-55  (PCGS) .  99 

1871  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  so  fine . 465 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1872  Two-Cent  Piece 


1872  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Mirrored  brilliant  surfaces. 
A  truly  splendid  specimen  of  this  elusive  date. 
Quality,  this  is  it! . 2,250 


Two-Cent  Pieces  Nickel  3<t  Pieces 


Our  offering  of  two-cent  pieces  commences  with 
the  first  year  of  issue,  1864  (the  Small  Motto  rarity,  no 
less!),  and  goes  almost  non-stop  to  1872.  Along  the 
way  there  are  some  very  nice  delicacies,  important 
among  which  is  the  delightful  1872  gem  Proof  speci¬ 
men  offered  below.  Enjoy! 

Brilliant  Gem  1864  Two-Cents 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Wonderful 
lustre  is  enhanced  by  blazing  red . 1,495 

1864  Large  Motto,  Doubled  Die.  Breen-2377.  AU-50. 

Lustrous  medium  tan  surfaces.  Doubling  plainest 
at  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST . 315 

1865  MS-65  RB . 525 

1865  Plain  5.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  tan 

with  a  hint  of  red  visible . 395 

Impressive  Gem  Proof  1868  Two-Cent  Piece 


1868  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example  that 
virtually  defines  perfection.  Bright  red  mirrored 
surfaces.  A  superb  opportunity  to  start  a  high- 
grade  set  of  Proof  two-cent  pieces . 4,250 


Try  Us  and  You'll  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to 
send  a  sample  order— something  small 
and  inexpensive.  We  think  you'll  like  our 
quality,  service,  and  value  for  the  price 
paid.  Since  1953  we  have  been  serving 
serious  buyers  to  the  satisfaction  of 
nearly  everyone  who  has  contact  with  us. 


Nickel  three-cent  pieces,  1865-1889,  include  a 
number  of  scarce  and  rare  pieces,  but  none  of  such 
great  rarity  that  they  are  beyond  the  realm  of 
affordability.  You'll  appreciate  our  quality  and  value. 


1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1865  MS-63  (PCI).  Light  golden  surfaces . 79 

1866  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  with  very  nice  eye 

appeal . 595 


In  the  1960s  dealer  Abe  Kosoff  decided  to  hoard  all  of 
the  Proof  1866  nickel  three-cent  pieces  he  could  find.  After 
spending  a  year  or  two  at  the  pursuit,  he  gathered  only  a 
handful  of  specimens,  and  abandoned  the  idea  -  selling  those 
he  had  acquired. 

1866  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  835 


1867  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 235 

1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1869  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 


As  a  general  rule.  Proofs  of  the  1860s  and  early  1870s 
are  at  least  twice  as  rare  as  those  of  the  decade  of  the  1880s. 

1870  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  At  this 

level  the  1870  is  rarer  in  business  strike  form  than 
Proof . 315 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1871  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1871  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightlv  toned .  175 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-63.  Brilliant .  259 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 395 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 395 

1873  Open  3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 137 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

Gem  Proof  1875  3< 

1875  Proof-65  (NGC).  Frosh  dev  ices  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 1,695 

1875  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  595 

1876  Proof-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces  315 

1880  MS-64  (NGC).  Rarer  in  Mint  State  than  w  ith 

Proof  finish.  Brilliant .  4*45 

1880  MS-63  (ICG).  Light  champagne  surfaces  4~5 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC)  I  rostv  w  ith  hint v  ot  blue  and 

gold . 595 
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1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1881  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  frosty  devices  sur¬ 

rounded  bv  light  rainbow  iridescence.  Ever-popu- 
lar  low  mintage  issue . 595 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  yellow  and 
babv  blue  toning . 650 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  low-mintage  date  from  the 
final  year  of  the  denomination . 455 

Silver  3C  Pieces 


Silver  three-cent  pieces,  sometimes  called  trimes, 
are  another  series  in  which  completion  is  a  reality  for 
the  serious  collector.  Although  there  are  some  scarce 
dates  in  the  1851-1873  series,  particularly  the  dates 
after  1862,  all  can  be  acquired  with  some  persever¬ 
ance. 

Our  offering  emphasizes  the  scarcer  and  rarer 
dates,  which  is  just  about  the  opposite  of  usual!  Our 
apologies  for  not  having  anv  common  1852,  or  1853 
coins!  However,  we  have  a  complete  run  of  the  scarce 
Type  II  issues  1854-1857.  And,  even  if  you've  "seen 
everything,"  you'll  be  dazzled  by  the  gem  Proof  1855 
we've  just  purchased! 

1851  AU-58  (PCGS) . 165 

1851  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  155 

1851-0  AU-55 .  265 

Choice  Mint  State  1854  Trime 
First  Year  of  Type 

1854  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  First  year 
of  the  Type  II  design . 1,750 


Brilliant  Gem  Proof  1855 


1855  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  lovely,  brilliant,  glittering 
Proof  specimen  of  this,  the  Iowest-mintage  issue 
of  the  highly  prized  Type  II  silver  three-cent  se¬ 
ries.  Moreover,  the  piece  is  of  needle-sharp  strike. 


Quality! 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference! 
For  over  45  years,  since  our  founding  in 
1953,  we  have  been  supplying  choice, 
rare,  and  interesting  coins,  tokens,  med¬ 
als,  and  paper  money  to  discriminating 
collectors,  dealers,  and  museums.  If 
quality  is  important  to  you,  you've  come 
to  the  right  place.  Let  us  help  you  build 
a  fine  collection  combining  excellent 
quality  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 


Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


If  you  have  been  looking  for  a  very  special  piece  to 
highlight  your  type  set  or  date  set,  you  will  enjoy 
owning  this  piece.  Purchased  by  Dave  Bowers  on 
a  recent  buying  trip . 12,195 

1855  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Lowest-mintage  issue  of 

the  Type  II  series . 665 

Rare  1856  Trime 

1856  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 

trous.  A  few  reverse  stars  lack  radials,  otherwise 
the  coin  is  nicely  struck  in  all  areas.  Struck  from 
lightly  clashed  dies . 1,595 

We  have  found  that  the  1856  in  this  grade  is  rarer  than 
the  lower  mintage  1855  of  the  same  type,  although  either  (and 
both)  are  first  class  coins  to  own! 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  As  is  well  known, 
Type  11  trimes  of  1854-1858  are  very  rare  in  Mint 


State . 775 

1861  MS-63  (NGC) . 315 


1862/1  AU-58  (NGC).  Gold  and  amber  surfaces.  189 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Flashy,  brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Nicely  struck  in  all  areas,  perhaps  not  fully  struck, 
but  with  more  detail  than  frequently  seen  for  the 
date.  A  true  gem  trime  of  exceptional  visual  ap¬ 
peal . 1,395 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  at  this  grade 

level;  just  21,000  business  strikes  were  produced. 
Graded  MS-63,  but  apply  the  MS-64  grade  and 
few  would  contest  it;  in  other  words,  this  is  a  very 
nice  MS-63 .  945 

1864  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with  light  amber 

toning.  Business  strike  Mint  State  coins  are  far 
more  elusive  than  equivalent  Proofs . 1,195 

Cameo  1868  Trime  Rarity 

1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovely  reflective  bright  silver 
with  very  sharp  details  as  expected.  A  superb 
cameo  for  your  type  set.  A  rarity  in  any  grade, 
especially  so  fine! . 1,595 

Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 


Shield  Nickels 


Shield  nickels,  the  first  coins  of  the  denomination 
struck  in  nickel,  were  first  introduced  in  1866;  the 
nickel  five-cent  piece  has  been  an  integral  part  of  our 
circulating  coinage  ever  since. 

Gem  Mint  State  1866  Nickel 
"Stars  and  Bars"  Reverse 


1866  Rays.  MS-65  (NGC).  Strong  mint  brilliance  on 
frosty  lustrous  surfaces.  An  exceptionally  nice 
example  of  the  first  year  of  issue,  and  a  great  way 

to  begin  our  listing . 2,600 

In  1 9th-centurv  catalogues,  such  as  those  issued  bv  I VV 


Scott  &  Co.,  New  York,  it  was  popular  to  call  the  With  Kavs 
design  the  "Stars  and  Bars"  motif  which,  in  retrospect,  mav  be 
more  appropriate  than  present  day  terminology 

1866  Rays.  AU-50  (PCI).  Lightly  toned . 139 

1867  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  At  least  10  times 

rarer  than  the  1867  without  rays,  but  market  val¬ 
ues  do  not  reflect  this.  Add  this  beauty  to  your 
collection  for  only . 895 

1867  Rays.  AU-50.  Scarce! . 235 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-62  (PCI).  Lustrous  with  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 98 

1869  AU-55  (PCI).  Frosty  golden  surfaces . 75 

1870  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 495 

1871  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer 

dates  in  business  strike  form,  thus  placing  additional 
market  pressure  on  a  Proof  such  as  this . 1,095 

1872  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 825 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  At  this  level  a  Mint  State 

coin  is  rarer  than  a  Proof . 595 

1872  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  pleasing  speci¬ 
men . 595 

1873  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 765 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  newly  purchased 

specimen,  very  attractive,  and  fully  equal  to  some 
we've  seen  graded  as  Proof-64;  sometimes,  PCGS 
is  on  the  conservative  side . 395 

1874  Proof-64.  Flashy  lustre  with  light  champagne 

surfaces.  High-quality  Shield  nickels  are  scarcer 
than  generally  appreciated.  It  takes  a  lot  of  look¬ 
ing  for  us  to  find  nice  ones . 575 

1874  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive . 575 

1874  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 


Elusive  Gem  Proof  1875  Shield  5<t 

1875  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Incredibly  reflective 
fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  A  truly  notable 

specimen  of  this  elusive  date . 1,950 

1875  MS-64  (NGC).  The  1875  is  much  scarcer  overall 
in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof  format.  A  find  for  the 
specialist . 595 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

Scarce  date! . 395 

1876  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Centennial  vear.  859 
1879  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Rarer  in  business 

strike  format  than  in  Proof  finish.  A  key  date  with 
lots  of  foundational  value  (for  the  1879  is  valuable 
even  in  well-worn  grades;  ditto  for  1880  and 

1881) .  795 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  low- 

mintage  date . 1,095 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 725 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  one  ot  the 

most  popular  of  all  dates  of  the  type . 725 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  Ion  to  20  times  rarer 

than  an  equivalent  Proof! . 995 

1881  MS-62  (PCX  .S).  Mostly  brilliant  with  |iist  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning.  Another  specimen  ot  a 
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date  remarkable  for  its  low  business  strike  mint¬ 
age,  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  five-cent  denomina¬ 
tion . 625 

1881  AU-50 . 419 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  would  look  just 

great  in  your  collection.  Quality  such  as  this  is 
elusive . 995 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  595 
1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  A 
delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  the 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny 

and  proof  like . 535 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 535 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  show  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  toning.  Filled  2  in  date . 329 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1883  Shield.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  show  warm  olive  toning  highlights  and  lean 
decidedly  toward  a  business  strike  in  overall  ap¬ 
pearance,  not  such  an  unusual  occurrence  for 
nickel  coinage  of  this  era . 349 

Superb  Gem  1883  Shield  5<t 

1883  Shield.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  A  satiny  gem  of  exquisite  overall  eye  appeal. 
Sharply  struck  from  lightly  shattered  dies;  both 
sides  exhibit  strong  die  cracks  in  various  locations. 

From  the  final  year  of  the  design  type . 1,450 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  nickels  are  readily  collectible  by  date  for 
the  years  1883-1912.  While  the  1885, 1886,  and  191 2-S 
are  elusive,  they  are  still  within  the  range  of  most  ad¬ 
vanced  collectors.  Lucky  you!  We  have  a  very  nice 
selection  of  the  scarce  1885, 1886,  and  1912-S!  And,  for 
good  measure,  we've  recently  purchased  some  popu¬ 
lar,  inexpensive,  but  very  historical  1883  Liberty 
nickels  without  CENTS  (just  imagine;  a  few  months 
ago  we  were  completely  sold  out  of  this  common  is¬ 
sue— rather  embarrassing!). 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1883  Nickel 
Liberty  Head,  No  CENTS 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  Proof-66  (NGC). 

Frostv  devices  with  golden  mirror  surfaces.  1,495 
1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  Proof-65  Cameo 

(NGC).  Wonderful  eye  appeal.  The  term 
"cameo"  is  a  judgment  call  and  could  likely  be 
applied  to  many  other  certified  Proof  Liberty 

Head  nickels . 1,095 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  nice  example  of  this  famous  coin,  a  rela¬ 
tively  plentiful  issue  (but  not  necessarily  in  MS-65 
grade)  that  in  the  1880s  was  the  sensation  of  the 
news  media.  Publicity  concerning  this  "error"  (no 
CENTS)  attracted  many  people  to  the  numismatic 

hobby . 295 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous . 79 

1883  Liberty  1  lead.  No  CENTS.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light 
golden  surfaces . 49 


Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1883  Liberty  Head.  With  CENTS.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Golden  surfaces . 185 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Cheap 

at  today's  market  level . 595 

1884  EF-40. . 49 

1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  key  Philadelphia 

Mint  Liberty  Head  nickel  of  this  era.  A  lovely 
coin,  a  classic! . 1,025 

1885  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  light  rainbow  iri¬ 
descence . 695 

1886  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces.  Second  only  to  the  1885  in  its  fame  as  a 
scarce  19th-centurv  date . 699 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nice  eve  appeal  with  gun- 
metal-blue  toning . 699 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  coin . 575 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 895 


The  Golden  Rule 

At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
enjoy  what  we  are  doing  and,  at  the 
same  time,  treat  our  clients  both  buy¬ 
ing  and  selling  as  we  ourselves  would 
like  to  be  treated. 

If  you  are  a  buyer  of  coins,  our  ob¬ 
jective  is  to  provide  you  with  the  qual¬ 
ity  coins  you  desire  at  prices  you  will 
find  to  be  reasonable.  When  acquiring 
coins  for  our  inventory,  we  select  each 
one  with  a  great  deal  of  care.  Each  coin 
from  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guar¬ 
antee  (seven  days  for  certified  coins). 
We  guarantee  you'll  find  every  coin  to 
be  exactly  to  your  liking,  or  you  can  re¬ 
turn  it;  no  explanation  necessary. 

By  treating  our  clients  as  we  our¬ 
selves  would  like  to  be  treated,  we 
have  built  what  is  probably  the  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership  in 
America  today.  Since  our  founding  in 
1953,  we  have  handled  a  large  share  of 
the  finest  private  and  museum  collec¬ 
tions  and  rarities  to  come  on  the  mar¬ 
ket.  Our  catalogues  and  other  publica¬ 
tions  have  won  more  "Catalogue  of  the 
Year  Award"  and  "Book  of  the  Year 
Award"  honors  than  have  those  of  any 
other  firm. 

Not  content  to  rest  on  our  laurels, 
we  will  strive  to  bring  you  during  the 
coming  year  the  finest,  most  interest¬ 
ing,  most  information-packed  publica¬ 
tions  you've  ever  seen. 


1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  toning.  595 

1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 295 

1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces  645 

1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovelv  light  gold  indescence  595 
1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Eighth  toned.  A  splendid  gem 

a  beautiful  piece . 595 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  595 

1890  Proof-66.  Brilliant.  An  exceptional  coin  that  will 

delight  the  connoisseur . 995 

1890  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1891  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  rainbow  iridescence  595 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 259 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Beautifully  toned  in  light 

shades  of  gold . 595 

1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 875 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  w  ith  gold  toning.  255 

1893  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 765 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 765 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  rose  and  gold 

toning  brushed  across  its  surfaces . 255 

1894  MS-64.  Lustrous  with  light  golden  toning. .  475 

1895  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 1,025 

1898  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1898  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  attractive  golden 

toning . 850 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning . 595 

1899  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 199 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Flashy  lustre  with  light  iridescent 

toning . 199 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  lightly  toned.  225 

1900  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 85 

1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 595 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gold  surfaces.  119 

1902  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  5, S3 
1902  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  and 

blue  surfaces . 585 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  rose  and  gold  toning.  225 

1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces  695 

1904  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  In  this  publication  w  e 

have  one  of  the  nicest  selections  of  Proofs  we've 
offered  in  a  long  time.  Nearly  all  are  one-of-a-kind 
in  our  stock . - . 695 

1904  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  scarce  Cheap  on 
today's  market,  in  our  opinion . 695 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 225 

1905  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Proofs 

of  this  era  are  verv  elusive,  more  so  than  the  cur¬ 
rent  numismatic  market  recognizes . 595 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1906  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescence  toning.  Lots 

of  value  here— choice  and  gem  Proofs  ot  the  1900s 
are  quite  overlooked  (but  just  try  to  form  a  set 
combining  high  numerical  grade  plus  excellent 
aesthetic  appeal  — not  easy  to  do!) . 595 

1906  Proof -64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  295 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  well  struck  129 
1910  Proof-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  Not  often  seen  so 

fine . 595 
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A  Great  Way 
to  Display  Loins 

Dansco  Coin  Albums 


Bovvers  and  Merena  is  pleased  to  offer  you  a  line  of  Dansco  Coin  Albums  to  beautifully  display 
your  collection.  You  will  be  proud  to  own  these  albums,  which  are  made  with  the  finest  materials 
and  superb  craftsmanship!  The  ports  on  each  page  will  hold  your  coins  securely,  and  each  port  is 
imprinted  to  properly  identify  your  coins. 

The  pages  are  housed  in  handsome  simulated  leather,  which  is  beautifully  gold  embossed  to  furnish 
a  truly  luxurious  setting  for  your  collection. 

We  are  offering  these  albums  for  about  15%  off  the  listed  retail  price. 


deluxe  albums 

r  "All-in-one"  construction  folds  out  to  allow  display 
without  turning  pages. 

r  Coins  are  open  to  the  air,  ideal  for  circulated  coins. 
r  Pages  lie  flat,  making  it  easy  to  insert  coins. 
r  Ports  are  exact  size  of  the  coins  and  inscribed  with  year, 
mint,  and  number  minted. 

Bound  in  handsome,  gold  embossed,  simulated  leather. 


D-90  Indian  Head  Cent  1856-1909  . $4.20 

D-7140  Washington  Quarter  1932-1962  .  $22.90 

D-165  Franklin  Half  Dollar  1948-1963  . $4.20 


SUPREME  ALBUMS 

Loose-leaf  pages,  plastic  coated,  washable. 
w*  Ports  are  covered  with  acetate  slides  to  protect  and  allow 
viewing  of  both  sides  of  your  coins. 

r'  Housed  in  a  handsome  two-post,  simulated  leather, 
gold-embossed  binder. 

D-7070  U.S.  Type-major  coins  from  1800 . $19.50 


D-7099  Large  Cents-five  blank  pages . $19.50 

D-7101  Indian  Head  Cents . $16.10 

D-8100  Lincoln  Cents-1909-date,  including  Proof-only  ..  $24.60 
D-8102  Lincoln  Mem.Cents-1 959-date,  including  Proof-only  $17.80 

D-7111  Liberty  Nickels . $14.40 

D-7112  Buffalo  Nickels  1913-1938 . $14.40 

D-7120  Dimes-from  1892 . $22.95 

D-7121  Liberty  Dimes . $14.40 

D-7123  Mercury  Dimes . $14.40 

D-7130  Liberty  Head  25<T  1892-1916  . $17.80 

D-7132  Liberty  Standing  Quarters . $14.40 

D-7150  Liberty  Head  50<t  1892-1915  . $17.80 

D-7160  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars  1916-1947  . $17.80 

D-7161  Liberty  Walking  50C  1941-1947 . $14.40 

D-7178  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890 . $17.80 

I >-71 79  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  . $17.80 

D-7175  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935  . $14.40 

D-7094  Commemorative  Type  Set . $16.10 

D-7097  Commemorative  Coins  1890s . $14.40 


Kingswood  Display  Holders 


Protect,  store,  and  display  your  collection  to 
its  finest  advantage  — all  with  our  Kingswood 
Display  Holders.  Made  of  sturdy  8  x  10 
Lucite  plastic,  black  with  individually 
stamped  bright  gold  letters,  sandwiched  be¬ 
tween  two  clear  sheets,  and  secured  with 
screws  at  the  border;  these  holders  are  the  fin¬ 
est  on  the  market. 

Regularly  $28.50  each -you  can  order  from  this 
Rare  Coin  Review  for  only  $24.50.  That's  a  sav¬ 
ings  of  almost  15% ! 

Type  Collection  holders 

KW-l  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver,  1793-1799 
KW-2  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver,  1800-1830 
KW-3  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver,  1831-1850 
KW-4  Copper,  Copper-Nickel,  Silver,  1851-1860 
KW-5  Bron/e,  Nickel,  Silver,  1861-1900 
KW-6  New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver  1901-1950 
KW-7  New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver  1951  Onward 
KW-8  New  Issues  Gold,  1834-1900 


KW-9  Gold,  1901-1933  &  Saint-Gaudens  MCMVII 
KW-10  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1892-1925 
KW-11  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1926-1935 
KW-12  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  of  1936 
KW-13  Commemorative  Silver  &  Clad,  1937-1986 
KW-15  Commemorative  Gold  Issues  1903-1986 
KW-191  U.S.  Half  Cents,  Selected  Classic  Head  Types,  Regular 
Issues,  1809-1835 

KW-211  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars 
KW-212  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Silver  Dollars 
KW-230  United  States  Half  Cent  Types  1793-1857 
KW-231  United  States  Half  Cent  and  Large  Cent  Types,  1793- 
1857 

KW-232  United  States  Cent  Types,  1793  to  Date 
KW-233  United  States  Coinage  Designs-Two,  Three,  and  Five-Cent 
Pieces,  1851  to  Date 

KW-234  United  States  Half  Dime  Types,  1794-1873 
KW-235  United  States  Dime  Types,  1796  to  Date 
KW-236  United  States  Quarter  Types,  1796  to  Date 
KW-238  United  States  Dollar  Types-Regular  Issues,  .900  Silver, 
1794-1935 

KW-240  United  States  Dollar  Types,  1794  to  1987 


Date  Collection  holders 

KW-100  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  1856-1878 

KW-101  Indian  Cents,  1879-1909 

KW-133  Washington  Quarters,  1943-1952 

KW-140  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1916-1919 

KW-141  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1920-1934 

KW-142  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1935-1940 

KW-150  Morgan  Dollars,  1878-1880 

KW-l 51  Morgan  Dollars,  1881-1883 

KW-152  Morgan  Dollars,  1884-1887 

KW-l  53  Morgan  Dollars,  1888-1891 

KW-154  Morgan  Dollars,  1892-1895 

KW-155  Morgan  Dollars,  1896-1900 

KW-l  56  Morgan  Dollars,  1901-1921 

KW-157  Morgan  Dollars,  20th-Century  Issues  1901-1921 

KVV-239  U.S.  20th-Century  Dollars  1878-1987 

KW-181  United  States  20th-Century  I  ibert\  Eagles 

KVV-201  United  States  Silver  Eagles,  |  ihorh  \\  alking  I  Lilt  Dollar 

KW-202  United  States  Gold  I  agios  Saint-Gaudens  Double  I  agio 

KW-203  United  States  Gold  Eagles  Saint-Gaudens  Double  I  agio 

KVV-260  Morgan  &  Peace  Dollars  Mint  Collection 


Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1910  MS-65  (ANACS) . 635 

1911  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Much  more  difficult  to 

obtain  than  generally  realized . 695 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  225 

1912  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  In  our 
opinion,  the  price  is  quite  low  on  this  one. ...  695 

1912  MS-64  (NGC).  Flashy  lustre  with  a  whisper  of 

golden  toning . 225 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  shades  of  gold 

and  amber  with  a  hint  of  blue . 225 

1912  AU-58 . 59 

1912-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarcer  than  generally  real¬ 
ized,  this  being  especially  true  of  specimens  that 
combine  relatively  high  grade  with  nice  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 550 

1912-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces . 395 

Rare  1912-S  Nickel 

1912-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lovely  golden  surfaces.  Low¬ 
est  regular  mintage  issue  in  the  Liberty  Head  se¬ 
ries  1883-1912 .  1,795 

Satiny  and  Rare  1912-S  Nickel 

1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS)«  .Wonderful  rainbow  toning  over 
satiny  surfaces.  A  gorgeous  specimen . 1,795 

Buffalo  Nickels 

Join  the  rush!  Increasingly,  sophisticated  collectors 
have  been  discovering  the  "Buffalo  Nickel  Section"  of 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory! 

For  a  long  time  we  have  made  a  specialty  of  the 
series.  We  love  Buffalo  nickels,  and  our  customers  do, 
too.  You  are  in  luck,  for  we've  been  buying,  and  this 
listing  offers  many  truly  beautiful  and  worthwhile 
coins. 

It  takes  a  lot  of  effort  to  acquire  pieces  that  are 
truly  choice.  As  specialists  know,  numerical  grade 


can  be  one  thing  and  choice  quality  can  be  some¬ 
thing  entirely  different.  In  fact,  buying  Buffalo 
nickels  is  one  of  the  least  time-efficient  things  we  do. 
However,  wre  carefully  plod  along,  magnifying  glass 
in  hand  to  bring  home  the  nice  ones,  and  you  are  the 
beneficiary. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  listing  offers  a  particularly  extensive  se¬ 
lection— one  of  the  finest  ever.  If  you  are  an 
advanced  specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to  order 
pieces  which  you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very  nice 
selection  of  high-quality  pieces  awaits  you! 

If  you  are  buying  based  on  cheap  prices,  there  are 
plenty  of  other  places  to  buy  coins  more  cheaply  (af¬ 
ter  all,  the  pieces  we  reject  have  to  be  sold 
somewhere!). 

Anyway,  we  invite  you  to  "discover"  us.  You'll 
be  delighted.  And,  you  will  see  why  many  if  not 
most  quality-conscious  buyers  in  America  use  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  as  their  prime  source. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  75 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  1.  AU-50  (PCI) . 35 


Superb  Matte  Proof  1913  Buffalo  5<t 
Type  II 


1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  su¬ 
perb,  satiny  gem  Matte  Proof  specimen,  delight¬ 
fully  toned  in  iridescent  pastel  gold,  rose,  and  pale 
sky  blue.  Highly  lustrous.  One  of  just  1,514  Proofs 


of  the  date  struck.  Easilv  among  the  nicest  we 
have  ever  seen  of  this  scarce  issue.  In  fact,  once 
you  see  this  piece  vou'll  wish  all  Proof  Buffalo 
nickels  looked  this  nice!  We  guarantee  vou  w  ill  be 
pleased  with  the  qualitv! . 3,295 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 

strong  strike  for  the  date . 350 

1913- D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (FOGS).  Brilliant  419 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  350 

Wonderful  Quality  1914-D  Nickel 

1914- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satinv  and  lustrous  gem 
with  a  trace  of  pale  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck 
and  aesthetically  appealing.  An  important  branch 


mint  issue  when  found  so  fine . 1,625 

1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395 


Lovely  1915-D  Buffalo  5c 


1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  matte-like  surfaces. 
Highly  lustrous  with  pale  champagne  iridescence 
on  both  sides.  A  lovely  example  of  a  desirable 

branch  mint  issue . 2,095 

1915-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  359 
191 5-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  splash  of  rose 
iridescence.  Very  elusive  in  this  combination  of 
high  grade  and  aesthetic  quality.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  with  fairly  strong  details  at  the  bison's 
shoulder  (this  area  is  frequently  found  wanting  in 
detail  on  this  date).  A  splendid  item  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 1,150 

191 5- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 275 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  pale 

blue  and  rose  toning  highlights . 275 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1916- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

Attractive  Gem  1916-S  5C 


1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightlv  toned  in  pale  rose 
and  gold.  Nicelv  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly 
full  details  at  the  bison's  shoulder.  A  lustrous 
gem . 2,520 

A  bit  of  reiteration:  If  quality  i>.  important  to  you. 
you've  come  to  the  right  place  It  y  ou  are  buy  ing  "numborv' 
but  not  specific  quality .  then  there  are  places  to  buy  cheaper 
(after  all,  the  items  we  do  not  hi/u  have  to  be  sold  by  others) 

1917  MS-65  (PCC IS).  Brilliant  and  especially  lustrous 
Exactly  the  ty  pe  of  quality  that  our  buvers  spend 
so  much  time  looking  for! .  550 


Self-Improvement  Goals 

Submitted  by  Beth  Eastman 


IF... 

If  you  can  start  the  day  without  caf¬ 
feine, 

If  you  can  get  going  without  pep  pills. 
If  you  can  resist  complaining  and  bor¬ 
ing  people  with  your  troubles, 

If  you  can  eat  the  same  food  every  day 
and  be  grateful  for  it, 

If  you  can  understand  when  your  loved 
ones  are  too  busy  to  give  you  any  time, 

If  you  can  overlook  it  when  something 
goes  wrong  through  no  fault  of  yours  and 
those  you  love  take  it  out  on  you, 

If  you  can  take  criticism  and  blame 
without  resentment, 

If  you  can  ignore  a  friend's  limited  edu¬ 


cation  and  never  correct  him, 

If  you  can  resist  treating  a  rich  friend 
better  than  a  poor  friend, 

If  you  can  face  the  world  without  lies 
and  deceit, 

If  you  can  conquer  tension  without 
medical  help, 

If  you  can  relax  without  liquor, 

If  you  can  sleep  without  the  aid  of 
drugs, 

If  you  can  say  honestly  that  deep  in 
your  heart  you  have  no  prejudice  against 
creed,  color,  religion  or  politics, 

A 

THEN...  my  friends,  you  are  almost  as 
good  as  your  dog. 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


Lov  ely  Gem  1917-D  5C 


Beautiful  1919-D  Nickel 


1917-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  show 
attractive  pale  rose  iridescence.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date;  not  fully  struck,  but  with  decent 
design  details  present  on  the  reverse.  An  elu¬ 
sive  branch  mint  issue,  particularly  so  in  gem 

Uncirculated . 3,095 

1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  rainbow  irides¬ 
cence . 845 

1917-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden  toning. 

A  lovely  piece  that  is  sure  to  please . 719 

1917-D  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  choice  ex¬ 
ample  at  this  grade  level . 425 

1917-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 425 

1917-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 
golden  toning . 299 

Gem  Mint  State  1917-S  5c 


1917-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  irides¬ 
cence  at  the  rims,  satiny  silver  gray  toward  the 
centers.  A  lustrous  gem,  nicely  struck  and  ap¬ 
pealing  in  all  respects.  Of  modest  rarity  when 
found  so  fine . 3,250 

Splendid  191 8-D  Nickel 


1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned.  A  superb 
strike,  and  worthy  of  close  attention  and  interest 
for  this  fact,  in  addition  to  its  quality  as  an  MS- 
64.  If  you  could  find  10  specimens  of  the  1918-D 
Buffalo  nickel  in  MS-64  grade  and  line  them  up 
in  a  row,  we  expect  this  specimen  would  be  at 
the  head  of  the  group,  quality-wise!  A  find  for  the 
connoisseur  or  specialist  that  is  guaranteed  to 

please . 2,295 

1918-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray.  Some 
striking  weakness  is  present  at  the  centers,  typi¬ 
cal  for  the  date.  A  scarce  and  popular  branch  mint 

issue . 1,350 

191 S-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 295 


1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Satiny  golden  gray 
surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  pale  sky  blue.  This 
lovely  near-gem  1919-D  is  one  of  the  nicest  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  we  have  offered  in  recent 
memory.  Nicely  struck,  not  full,  but  not  "flat  as 
a  pancake"  as  often  seen  for  the  date.  A  truly  out¬ 
standing  coin  overall,  a  Buffalo  nickel  that  will 
be  displayed  with  pleasure  for  many  years  to 
come . 2,450 

High-Quality  1919-S  54 


1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  especially  choice  qual¬ 
ity;  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled,  a  coin  that  outranks  some  we've  seen 


Get  Set  for  a  Year's  Worth  of 
Numismatic  Enjoyment! 

If  you  are  an  active  collector,  please 
join  us  as  a  subscriber! 

Many  wonderful,  interesting, 
value-filled  catalogues  will  come  your 
way  if  you  do! 

It's  as  easy  as  A-B-C,  as  easy  as  pie; 

The  cost  is  $145,  for  which  you'll 
receive  a  year's  worth  of  our  periodi¬ 
cals  (which  cost  us  over  $300  to  pro¬ 
duce  and  deliver  to  you;  this  why  we 
solicit  subscriptions  only  from  active 
numismatists),  the  most  acclaimed 
price  lists,  private  periodicals,  and  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues  in  numismatics! 

PLUS,  you  can  take  your  pick  of  up 
to  $50  list  price  worth  of  books  in  our 
Books  for  Sale  section,  and  we'll  send 
them  to  you  as  a  thank  you  for  sub¬ 
scribing.  And,  we'll  pay  the  postage. 

Here's  all  you  do:  Take  out  your 
credit  card,  call  toll-free  1-800-222- 
5993,  and  charge  your  subscription  on 
the  spot. 


graded  as  MS-65!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you'll 
really  enjoy  having  this  as  a  centerpiece  in  vour 


collection . 3,995 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


Memorable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  spec¬ 
tacular  iridescent  rose  and  pale  blue  highlights. 
Very  attractive  overall,  nearly  prooflike  in  the 
fields.  A  superb  strike  for  the  date,  with  virtually 
all  details  sharp  and  clear.  A  true  prize!  This  coin 
will  delight  the  connoisseur  and  advanced  nu¬ 
mismatist.  Certainly,  one  of  the  key  issues  to 
completing  a  Buffalo  nickel  set,  particularly  at 
this  grade . 3,995 

Choice  Mint  State  1920-S  54 

1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Extremely  lustrous  with  in¬ 
tense  rose  and  gold  iridescence  on  both  sides.  An 


impressive  coin  for  the  assigned  grade . 1,450 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  a  rarity,  but  so  nice 

to  own . 635 

1921  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 350 

1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  attractive. 

You'll  not  find  a  nicer  MS-64  anywhere! . 350 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 169 


Attractive  1923-S  Buffalo  nickel 
1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 


golden  toning . 1,495 

1924-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,195 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


Memorable  Quality  1925-S  54 


1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostlv  brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  light  golden  toning.  Far  above  average  strike. 
A  lovely  specimen  that  ranks  as  one  of  the  very 
finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  owned;  a  specimen 
that,  quality-wise,  is  nicer  than  90%  of  the  MS-64 
coins  in  existence.  If  quality  is  your  forte,  this  coin 
is  for  you! . 4,625 

Important  1925-S  Nickel 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  grav 
with  a  touch  of  rose.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date;  not 
quite  sharp,  but  nearly  full  design  detail  is  found 
in  the  areas  that  matter.  A  very  nice  example  at 
the  MS-63  level  of  this  important  San  I  raiuisco 
variety . 1,795 


26 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


Lustrous,  Beautiful  1925-S  5C 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  and 
sky  blue  toning  on  satiny  surfaces.  While  not  the 
sharpest  strike  you  will  encounter  for  this  date,  it 
is  certainly  well  above  the  quality  typically  of¬ 
fered . 1,795 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  with 
just  a  whisper  of  rose  toning.  A  lovely  gem  that 
virtually  guarantees  aesthetic  satisfaction  for  its 
next  owner . 175 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 


Key  1927-S  Nickel 


1927- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially  high- 

grade  example  of  this  key  issue,  one  of  the  more 
elusive  Buffalo  rtickels  from  the  late  1920s.  Sel¬ 
dom  do  we  encounter  a  piece  so  nice! . 2,250 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1928- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 95 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  iridescence  on 

satiny  surfaces.  A  lustrous  coin  of  near-gem  qual¬ 
ity.  A  decent  strike  overall,  not  sharp,  but  bv  no 

means  weak . 1,295 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in  this 
choice  preservation . 635 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1931- S  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 650 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  lovely  gold 

and  rose  toning  on  matte-like  surfaces.  Some 
lightness  of  strike  is  noted  on  the  reverse,  not 
unusual  for  this  particular  Denver  Mint  product. 
If  you  like  your  Buffalo  nickels  attractively  toned 
this  one  is  for  you . 1,295 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 245 

1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Flashy! . 255 

1935  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  in  gold  and  blue.  39 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  surfaces . 175 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1935-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 85 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  Second  and  most  desired  style  of 
the  year  with  "brilliant"  or  "mirror"  (rather  than 


matte)  finish . 1,150 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 259 

1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 


1936-S/S  Fivaz-Stanton  5C-020.  Repunched  mint- 
marl'  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning.  295 


1936- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1937  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  You'll 

love  the  quality! . 850 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1937- D  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 125 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1937-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 


Popular  1937-D  3-Legged  5C 


1937-D  Three-Legged  "error."  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  example,  far  above  average,  a  quality  coin 
in  the  front  rank  of  extant  specimens  at  the  MS-64 
level.  A  find  for  the  specialist.  We  guarantee  vou 
will  be  pleased  when  this  beautv  arrives  in  vour 
mailbox . 5,995 


Another  Beautiful  1937-D  5C  "Lrror" 


1937-D  Three-Legged  "error.”  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  with  light  golden  and  blue  toning.  A  beauti¬ 
ful  example  of  this  "must-have"  variety.  Lots  of 
value  here  at  the  MS-62  level  (check  it  out!).  2,350 


1937-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1937-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 


1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  for  your  "type"  set.  We  purchased  a 
small  hoard  of  these,  but  most  are  now  gone. 
However,  as  we  go  to  press  we  can  still  fill  a  few 


orders  for,  each . 65 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 54 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty . 19 

Jefferson  Nickels 

1942  Type  I.  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 95 

1942  Tvpe  II.  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 165 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 39 

1954-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning . 19 


Grading  by  the  Numbers 


The  first  technical  discussion  of  grading 
to  appear  in  The  Numismatist  occupied  the 
first  page  of  the  February  1892  issue  as  part 
of  the  "Numismatic  Foundation  Stones"  se¬ 
ries  by  Joseph  Hooper.  "Coins  are  graded  as 
to  condition,  and  the  following  terms  thereto 
apply,"  noted  the  writer,  who  then  gave  a 
list  ordered  bv  Roman  numerals: 

J 

I.  Mint  Brilliant  Proofs,  or  first  strikes  on 
planchets,  especially  prepared  for  numis¬ 
matic  purposes. 

II.  Mint  Proofs,  on  ordinary  prepared 
planchets.  Brushing  Proofs  produces  what  is 
termed  'hay  marks'  and  should  never  be 
adopted,  the  sale  value  being  lowered.  [Later 
collectors  were  to  refer  to  these  as  'hairlines.'] 

III.  Uncirculated,  showing  no  abrasion  or 
wearing  of  the  reliefs,  scratches,  nicks  or  in¬ 
dentations.  A  coin  may  be  Uncirculated  and 
yet  not  have  the  sharp  impression  of  the  first 
strike  as  the  dies  tire,  widen  in  sinkages,  and 
lose  their  sharpness,  gradually,  in  so  much  that 
the  later  impressions  have  often  been  mistaken 
for  die  varieties,  more  especially  where  tlie  same 
dies  have  done  long  service  for  a  large  issue. 

IV.  Extremely  Fine. 


V.  Very  Fine. 

VI.  Fine.  Below  this  condition,  unless  in 
extreme  rarities,  we  would  not  recommend 
the  bidding  on  at  auction  sales. 

VII.  Very  Good. 

VIII.  Good.  The  latter  conditions  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  sales  are  often  disappointing, 
the  terms  applied  misleading,  until  under¬ 
stood,  being  used  bv  dealers  to  describe  a 

' 

certain  state  of  preservation. 

IX.  Very  Fair. 

X.  Fair. 

XI.  Poor. 

XII.  Verv  Poor. 

While  specimens  in  the  lower  order  of 
conditions  are  better  than  none  at  all,  still  the 
aim  of  the  collector  should  never  be  below 
VI  or  Fine.  On  account  of  distance,  the  large 
majority  of  collectors  cannot  attend  sales, 
and  have  to  be  guided  by  descriptions  as 
given  in  the  sale  catalogues,  and  for  this  rea¬ 
son,  if  no  other,  extreme  care  should  be  ex¬ 
ercised  bv  the  cataloguer  in  making  it  a  true 
description  of  the  coins  to  be  Mild 
There  we  have  it  —  numerical  grading, 
albeit  in  Roman  numerals,  as  earlv  as  1892' 
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by  Chris  Karstedt 


World  Record  Price  Shattered! 

1804  Silver  Dollar  Brings  $4.14  Million 


On  the  Today  Show  air  time,  found  coins  to  be  quite  interesting. 

Monday  Morning  August  30th  Also,  she  and  the  other  staffers  were  quite 

As  we  arrived  in  the  ballroom  at  the  intrigued  to  leam  that  Dave,  as  a  teenager  in 

Park  Lane  Hotel  very  early  on  the  morning  1957,  had  appeared  on  the  Today  show  with 

of  August  30th,  you  could  feel  something  Dave  Garroway.  "What 

incredible  was  about  to  happen  this  was  Garroway 

day'  she 
In  the  meantime,  it  was  llZA  askai 

just  before  7  a.m.,  too  early 
for  lot  viewing  to  start. 

Dave  Bowers  was  about 
to  make  an  appear¬ 
ance  on  the  NBC  To¬ 
day  show.  Security 
was  in  place  and  off 
we  went  to  the  televi¬ 
sion  studio  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  limousine  sent  by 
NBC.  In  a  matter  of 
minutes  we  arrived  at 
Rockefeller  Center,  where 
the  show  is  filmed,  with  a 
large  audience  outside  of  the 
plate  glass  window  of  the  studio. 

After  our  arrival,  we  waited  in  the 
Green  Room  (so  marked;  a  term  borrowed 
from  the  stage,  as  every  theatre  has  its  green 
room  w'here  the  actors  get  ready).  Refresh¬ 
ments  and  snacks  were 
provided.  Dave  nibbled 
on  a  piece  of  brie  cheese 
and  had  a  few  grapes,  I 
had  some  orange  juice, 
and  Ray  Merena  had 
some  coffee. 

Dave  was  led  off  by 
an  assistant,  and  returned 


in  its  own  display  on  a  nearby  easel.  Several 
minutes  later,  the  cameras  stopped,  and 
Dave  took  off  his  microphone  and  started  to 
leave. 

Wait  a  minute!  Ann  Curry  asked  Dave 
to  walk  over  to  another  set,  and  with  Ann 
and  her  co-host  Matt  Lauer,  they  filmed  an¬ 
other  interview,  this  one  answering  such 
questions  as  "What  makes  a  coin  valuable?" 
While  the  first  interview  was  aired  all  over 
the  nation,  the  second  came  at  the  half-hour 
station  break  and  was  shown  only  in  certain 
areas.  A  few  hours  later,  Steve  Bobbitt,  pub¬ 
licity  director  for  the  American  Numismatic 
Association— who  saw  both  segments 
on  his  screen  in  Colorado  — called 
to  thank  Dave  for  mentioning 
the  Association  in  his  sec¬ 
ond  segment.  As  the  in¬ 
terview'  ended,  Matt 
Lauer  asked,  "Will 
you  come  back 
again?" 

Hopefully 
some  of  our  Rare 
Coin  Review  readers 
saw  the  coverage 
and  enjoyed  it  as 
well. 


TUESDAY  AUGUST  31  1959  BOSTON  HERALD 


Fit  for  a  sultan,  ‘King  of  U.S.  coins’  fetches  $4.1M 

NFW  YORK  —  A  lilwr  dollar  cm  tor  the  Sult.in  of  Muscat  —  1.000  rare  coins  hr  mg  judumed  cause  silver  dollars  wore  rw  *  being 
dated  1M4M  .md  minted  as  a  gift  tor  now  Oman  after  a  new  trade  h>  the  family  ot  the  late  Walter  minted  al  the  time  and  an  old  com 
tile  Sultan  ot  Muscat  was  juc  treaty  was  ratified  Childs  of  firatilcboro. \t.  mold  had  to  he  used  lo  coin 

honed  for  S4 14  million  vesterdav  It  was  auctioned  at  the  Pa rk  The  Sultan  of  Muscat  coin,  collectors  this  is  like  the  Mona 

Carried  on  j  secret  mission  to  lane  Hotel  in  Manhattan  h>  New  known  to  com  collector*  as  one  of  lisa  or  Die  Holy  Grail.  Q. 
rhe  Middle  and  hir  F.«st  by  an  Hampshire  based  Auctions  by  the  “King  of  U.S  coins,*  was  one  Bowen.  chairman  of  Auctions  by 
emissary  for  President  Andrew  flowers  and  Mereru  Inc  The  coin  of  l  ight  silver  dollars  minted  in  Bowers  and  Merena.  said  yester 
laekson.  the  rare  coin  was  a  pres-  is  part  ol  a  collection  ot  nearly  1H.14  The  coin  is  dated  1H<I4  hi*  dav 


a  few  minutes  later  with 
pow  der  on  his  face  and  with 
other  added  cosmetic  touches  to  prevent 
glare  on  the  camera.  Before  we  knew  it,  we 
were  called  to  the  set.  The  interviewer  was 
NBC's  Ann  Curry,  who,  as  it  turned  out 
from  the  get-acquainted  comments  before 


Dave  recalled  that  he 

was  quite  informal,  a  nice  fellow. 

The  interview  itself  was  fabulous,  as 
Ann  Curry  was  quite  excited  about  The 
Coin,  the  1804  silver  dollar  that  was  resting 


Getting  Ready 
for  the  Sale 

Upon  our 
return  to  the  Park 
Lane  Hotel,  the 
Bow'ers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  team  was  on 
deck  with  four  li¬ 
censed  auction¬ 
eers  including 
John  Babalis,  Ray  Merena,  Chris  Karstedt, 
and  Dave  Bowers.  Pat  Merena,  Ray's  wife, 
supervised  bidder  registration.  Financial 
officer  Barbara  Clifford  tended  to  credit  re¬ 


ft 
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World  Record  Price  Shattered! 


by  Chris  Kars  ted  t 


September  20, 1999  “Enriching  coin  collecting  through  knowledge 

$4.14  million! 

1804  dollar  blows  away 
old  record  at  Childs  sale 


R>  Smart  Sr|taa 

» rnilMlJi  Stmf 

A  •turning  nhiotnKm  in  numismatic  auction  hmtorv 
unf»*kJrJ  hcforr  an  enthusiastic  jih1  j»nl  cn ** d  when  a  new 
record  poce  for  a  com  was  set  with  the  V4  14  million  real 
i/ed  Auf  30  for  the  specimen  of  the  I 804  Draped  Bust 
dollar  once  owned  h>  the  Sultan  of  Muscat 
Tht  unpnxeilentcd  price  more  than  doubled  the 
prevKHB  record,  which  was  atoo  bid  for  a  tpecimen 
of  (he  tamed  I 804  dollar  the  pres  m  record  hold¬ 
er  w»  the  Sockncy-Ehuberg  specimen  of  the 
coin,  which  realized  SI  815  million  m  1*197 
Auctiom  by  Bowers  and  Mercna  Inc  **kl  the 
Sultan  of  Muscat  specimen  during  its  auction  o( 
the  Walter  H  C  hild*  Collection  The  %aic  marked 
the  firm  time  the  coin  had  been  offered  at  auction 
m  the  ( 'luted  State*  The  Child*  family  ha*  owned 
the  coin  since  1945 

The  Sultan  of  Muscat  specimen  of  the  I  804  Draped  ' 

Bun  w*»  gtaded  ftoof  NR  by  PtofecsHmal  Coin  (rrad 
mg  Service,  making  n  hie  finest  known  specimen 
cd  by  a  third-party  grading  service  The  Suckney-tHa*- 
hetg  specimen  of  I  #04  dollar  was  graded  Proof  65  by  PCGS 
follow  ing  the  K  liasbcrg  auction 
Mam  found  the  anticipation  leading  into  Lot  458  of  the  auction 

Ptoa&a  s*  RECORD  Page  16 


THIS  SPECIMEN  of  1804  Draped  Bust  \**tr 
dollar,  twhevwd  to  have  been  owned  by  the  Sulun  of 
Muscat  at  one  urn*,  realized  a  record  S4  1 4  million 
at  auction  Aug  30  The  price  is  the  highest  paid  for 
any  com  and  surpasses  the  o*d  record  by  more  than 
$2.3  million,  as  paid  for  an  1004  stiver  dollar  The 
new  record  was  set  during  the  auction  of  the  Wai 
ter  H  Owldt  Collection  (Photographs  courtesy  of 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Inc  ) 


quests  and  inquiries.  Taking  care  of  bids, 
computer  tracking,  last-minute  questions, 
and  helping  in  any  other  way  possible  were 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Donna  Badeau,  and 
Donna  Pearo.  Auction  Director  John  Pack, 
was  keeping  an  eye  on  proceedings.  Mean¬ 
while,  back  home  in  New  Hampshire, 
many  other  staffers  were  connected  by  tele¬ 
phone  and  computer  to  the  auction  site. 

A  stack  of  messages  from  assorted 
news  agencies  from  around  the  world  was 
waiting  for  me  (Chris  Karstedt),  as  publicity 
director  for  Bowers  and  Merena.  I  settled 
into  the  exciting  job  at  hand,  returned  calls, 
started  preparations  for  a  nonstop  series  of 
television  and  radio  interviews,  and  an¬ 
swered  numerous  speculative  questions  on 
what  the  evening  would  bring! 

Throughout  the  day  CNN,  CBS,  ABC, 
NBC  (again).  Fox,  and  Reuters  were  there¬ 
with  worldwide  coverage  in  the  offing! 
Even  a  crew  from  Tokyo  Today  was  on  hand 
to  film  a  half-hour  show  on  the  auction  and 
1804  dollar  to  be  aired  on  the  far  side  of  the 
world.  Meanwhile,  in  the  background  Donn 
Pcarlman,  well-known  numismatist,  author, 
and  general  good  fellow,  was  serving  as  me¬ 
dia  consultant  for  Bowers  and  Merena,  es¬ 
corting  reporters  with  notepads,  camera 
crews,  and  more. 


The  lot  viewing  room  was  packed  for 
the  rest  of  the  day  as  dozens  of  buyers 
viewed  the  incredible  array  of  coins  about 
to  he  sold,  including  in  its  own  special 
holder  and  display  case,  The  Coin,  the  finest 
known  1804  dollar  in  existence  — the  center 
of  attention  and  interest  of  all  in  attendance. 

The  Fireworks  Begin! 

As  the  evening  session  opened,  the 
hack  left  corner  of  the  room  was  filled  with 
video  cameras,  still  cameras,  a  live  Internet 
connection  with  Coin  Universe  (division  of 
Collectors  Universe),  and  all  the  reporters  to 
go  along  with 
them!  It  was 
standing  room 
only  as  a  veri¬ 
table  Who's  Who 
in  Numismat¬ 
ics— and  then 
some  — were  in 
attendance.  Even 
a  special  ob¬ 
server  was  near 
the  front  row: 

Fuad  Mubarak 
Al-Hinai,  Am¬ 
bassador  Ex¬ 
traordinary  and 


Plenipotentiary,  Representative  of  the  Sul¬ 
tanate  of  Oman  (formerly  Muscat)  to  the 
United  Nations.  The  Coin,  whose  pedigree 
had  been  traced  with  certainty  hack  to  C.A. 
Watters,  a  British  collector  who  owned  it  in 
the  late  19th  century,  is  considered  by  Dave 
Bowers  as  a  possibility  for  being  the  same 
piece  presented  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat  in 
1835. 

First  to  be  sold  in  the  evening  session 
were  United  States  half  dollars,  most  of 
which  had  been  collected  by  Walter  H. 
Childs  in  the  period  1870-1906,  and  which 
were  completely  new  to  the  present  genera¬ 
tion  of  collectors.  Then  came  silver  dollars, 
heralded  by  the  first  year  of  issue,  1794,  and 
then,  a  few  lots  later,  The  Coin. 

Dave  Bowers  at  the  auctioneer's  po¬ 
dium  scanned  the  sea  of  faces  as  a  hush  fell 
over  the  crowd.  A  few  introductory  remarks 
were  made  and  then  the  lot  was  opened  at 
$500,000.  In  a  split  second  the  million-dol- 
lar  mark  was  left  behind,  as  an  excited  bid¬ 
der  yelled  "One  point  two  million!"  with 
over  20  hands  in  the  air!  History  was  being 
made! 

But,  this  was  just  the  beginning.  Scott 
Travers,  representing  a  private  client,  imme¬ 
diately  shouted  "One  million,  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars!"  With  the 
15%  buyer's  fee  added,  this  represented  a 
hid  of  just  over  $2  million,  and  a  new  price 
record  had  been  set!  Excitement  prevailed 
as  the  bids  kept  going  — and  going  — and 
going  at  $100,000  increments! 

jay  Parrino  of  his  firm,  "The  Mint," 
was  on  hand  with  his  family  and  had  high 
hopes.  And  by  all  expectations,  with  his 


The  auction  gallery  was  packed  with  bidders  and  reporters.  Shown  here 
are  just  a  handful  of  the  dozens  of  news  creios  that  visited  the  auction  • iff 
for  intenbews  and  photo  shoots. 


x 
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World  Record  Price  Shattered! 


by  Chris  Karstedt 


Bidding  approaches  the  S3  million  mark  with  at  least  three  bidder 
paddles  visible  in  this  quadrant  of  the  room. 


hand  in  the  air  at  $2.1  million,  continuing 
onward,  he  had  a  great  chance.  Not  far 
away  in  the  packed  room  was  Michael  Fev, 
a  silver  dollar  specialist,  imitating  the  Statue 
of  Liberty  —  arm  high  in  the  air.  And,  in  an¬ 
other  part  of  the  room,  a  long-time  South¬ 
west  collector,  who  has  been  active  for 
many  years  including  participation  in  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena's  1982  offering  of  the 
gold  coin  part  of  the  Eliasberg  Col¬ 
lection,  had  his  hand  in  the  air  — all 
of  this  on  the  high  side  of  the  $2  mil¬ 
lion  mark!  Nothing  like  it  had  ever 
been  seen  before! 

Meanwhile,  on  the  center  aisle 
David  VV.  Akers,  representing  pri¬ 
vate  clients,  father-and-son,  was 
keeping  an  eye  on  proceedings,  just 
waiting  for  the  right  moment  to 
jump  into  the  action.  As  the  seconds 
clicked  by  and  the  cameras  whirred, 
anticipation  rose  to  a  frenzv  — "two 
point  three  million,"  called  Dave 
Bowers,  then  "two  point  four  mil¬ 
lion."  When  would  the  hammer  fall? 

"Two  point  nine  million!" 

"Three  million!"  Did  anyone  ever 
think  they'd  ever  see  the  day  we 
crossed  this  threshold?  And  yet  there 
was  more! 

"Three  point  one  million!" 

And  now  there  were  only  two 
hands  still  in  the  action.  Jay  Parrino 
faced  off  against  David  Akers  and 
his  private  clients  as  the  bids  contin¬ 
ued  to  soar. 

"Three  point  five  million,"  as 
Dave  Bowers  looked  at  Jay  Parrino  and  rec¬ 
ognized  his  remarkable  bid.  There  was  a 
brief  moment  when  the  crowd  thought  this 
certainly  must  be  it! 


The  auctioneer  then 
looked  to  David  Akers 
inquiring  "Three  point 
six  million?"  and  after 
but  a  moment's  hesita¬ 
tion,  Akers,  realizing 
that  this  was  truly  a 
once-in-a-lifetime  op¬ 
portunity— a  rendez¬ 
vous  with  destiny  — 
raised  his  hand  again. 

"Three  point  six  mil¬ 
lion!"  the  auctioneer  cried. 
"Going  once!" 

"Going  twice" 

"Sold  for  three  point  six  million  dollars!" 
Applause  rang  out,  a  standing  ovation 
greeted  the  buyer,  and  camera  crews  rushed 
the  elated  dealer  as  he  spoke  on  behalf  of 
his  clients.  Quick  calculations  were  done  to 
add  the  buyer's  fee,  and  the  price  stood  at 


$4,140,000  —  more  than  TWICE  the  old 
world's  record! 

The  $2  million  and  $3  million  dollar 
ranges  in  the  coin  hobby  existed  as  price 


records  only  for  a  matter  of  seconds! 

Now,  in  one  minute  and  fortv-six  sec¬ 
onds  of  history,  the  "King  of  United  States 
Coins"  was  more  kingly  than  ever! 

When  all  was  said  and  done,  after  the 
1804  dollar  and  a  thousand  other  coins  had 
been  sold,  the  total  realization  was  over  $9.4 
million.  Excitement  prevailed  from  begin¬ 
ning  to  end,  and  enthusiasm  was  the  order 
of  the  day. 

The  next  morning  newspapers  carried 
the  remarkable  headline  on  the  coin  that 
brought  $4.14  million.  We  understand  from 
dealer  friend  Ron  Gillio  that  he  had  never 
seen  such  coverage,  especially  in  the  Far 
East.  Flaving  just  returned  from  an  overseas 
business  trip,  Ron  called  to  congratulate  us 
and  let  us  know  we  made  the  papers  and 
television  in  Flong  Kong,  Nepal,  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  Bangkok,  plus  other  places  we've 
only  seen  on  the  map.  Certainly  all  of  us 
here  will  remember  that  fine 
evening  for  decades  to  come! 

The  Story  of  the  Collection 

Realizing  that  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  will  be  mailed  to 
many  American  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation  members  who  did  not  re¬ 
ceive  our  catalogue  showcasing 
the  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 
and  the  remarkable  1804  dollar, 
some  commentary  is  given  here¬ 
with: 

Actually,  the  story  began  in 
Brattleboro,  Vermont,  129  years  ago 
in  1870,  when  Walter  H.  Childs,  who 
worked  for  the  Estey  Organ  Com¬ 
pany  (later  becoming  the  world-fa¬ 
mous  firm's  treasurer),  developed  an 
interest  in  numismatics.  He  bought 
from  many  sources,  including  John 
W.  Haseltine  in  Philadelphia  and  J.W. 
Scott  in  New  York  City.  Beginning 
later  in  the  decade,  he  ordered  Proof 
coins  each  year  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  including  Indian  cents,  Shield 
and  Liberty  nickels,  Liberty  Seated 
and  Barber  silver  coins,  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars,  and  gold  coins— the  latter  in¬ 
cluding  dollars,  quarter  eagles,  $3  pieces,  and 
$5  coins.  Each  piece  was  carefully  preserved 
and  treasured  in  a  specially  made  felt  lined 
wooden  cabinet. 


Stewart  Bla i/  (standing)  gives  an  enthusiastic  cheer  as  David 
Akers  (in  the  foreground)  smiles.  "Going  once,  going  twice, 
sold!!!"  The  hammer  falls  and  history  is  made. 
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World  Record  Price  Shuttered! 


by  Chris  Karstedt 


This  picture  is  certainly  worth  a  thousand 
words  and  $4.14  million  dollars!  David  Akers 
and  David  Bowers  exchange  handshakes  with 
the  famous  coin  and  catalogue  between  them. 

4 f 

Sliding  a  drawer  from  the  cabinet, 
Childs  could  view  row  after  row  of  his 
coins  as  he  worked  toward  the  impressive 
goal  of  acquiring  one  of  each  date  from 
the  1790s  onward.  In  those  times,  collect¬ 
ing  by  mintmarks  was  not  popular,  and 
most  numismatists  did  not  care  if  a  given 
coin  had  a  "CC"  (Carson  City),  "S"  (San 
Francisco),  or  other  mintmark.  Similarly, 
sometimes  a  gold  coin  would  have  a  "C" 
or  "D"  for  Charlotte  or  Dahlonega,  and 
sometimes  not.  Little  did  Walter  Childs 
dream  during  this  lifetime  that  his  heirs 
would,  by  chance,  have  some  of  the  most 
prized  mintmark  coins  in  existence! 

In  other  instances,  by  chance  a  coin  did 
not  have  a  mintmark.  Childs  could  have  ac¬ 
quired  an  1863-S  quarter  eagle,  which  is  a 
scarce  coin.  However,  he  obtained  a  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  coin,  a  gem  Proof,  one  of  only 
30  coins  made  at  Philadelphia  that  year! 

Other  coins,  from  half  cents  to  silver 
dollars  were  gathered  one  by  one.  After 


Walter  Childs'  passing  in  1906,  his  collec¬ 
tion  descended  to  his  son,  C.F.  Childs,  who 
in  time  formed  C.F.  Childs  &  Co.,  which  by 
the  1930s  and  1940s  was  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  dealer  in  America  of  United  States 
government  bonds.  Headquartered  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  the  firm  achieved  worldwide  re¬ 
nown. 

In  1945,  C.F.  Childs  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  the  coin  of  coins,  the  rarity  of 
rarities.  Virgil  Brand's  specimen  of  the  1804 
silver  dollar  was  available  through  the 
Brand  heirs.  The  coin  was  acquired  by  Chi¬ 
cago  dealers  Ruth  and  Charles  Green,  and 
offered  to  Childs  and  also  to  Baltimore  col¬ 
lector  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  both  of  whom 
dearly  wanted  the  coin.  Childs  had  first 
chance,  accepted  the  opportunity,  and  on 
October  1, 1945  became  the  owner.  (The  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  Eliasberg  was  able  to  outbid 
everyone  else  and  acquire  another  coin,  the 
Stickney-Atwater  coin,  this  being  the  same 
coin  that  Bowers  and  Merena  sold  in  1997 
for  a  then-record  $1.8  million!) 

In  time,  the  collection  descended  to  the 
family  of  C.F.  Childs  II,  who  last  year  con¬ 
signed  it  to  Auctions  bv  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena,  of  Wolfeboro,  NH.  Kenneth  E.  Bressett 
and  his  son,  Phil  Bressett,  who  had  been  un¬ 
official  curators  of  the  Childs  Collection,  as¬ 
sisted  with  the  transaction  and  also  helped 
gather  the  history  of  the  collection.  At  the 
sale  in  New  York  City,  the  C.F.  Childs  II 
family  was  on  hand  to  watch  the  proceed¬ 
ings  as  were  Ken  and  Phil  Bressett. 


into  1999,  the  Bowers  and  Merena  team  gath¬ 
ered  information  about  the  famous  1804  sil¬ 
ver  dollar,  about  Walter  Childs  and  his  fam¬ 
ily,  and  about  the  over  1,000  coins  in  the 
Childs  Collection. 

Month  by  month  the  story  of  the  1804 
dollar  was  committed  to  print  as  Dave  re¬ 
viewed  existing  commentaries  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  (including  The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar,  by 
Eric  P.  Newman  and  Kenneth  E.  Bressett, 
1962),  historical  archives,  and  other  sources. 

Struck  in  the  early  1830s  from  1804- 
dated  dies,  the  Childs  Collection  1804  dollar 
is  believed  to  have  been  part  of  a  set  of  pre¬ 
sentation  coins  made  at  the  Mint.  In  the  early 
1830s,  Edmund  Roberts,  a  private  citizen 
who  hailed  from  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  was  a  part  of  the  scenario.  A  veteran  of 
the  maritime  trade,  Roberts  was  tapped  by 
the  Department  of  State  to  be  a  special  emis¬ 
sary  of  President  Andrew  Jackson  in  a  quest 
to  develop  treaties  with  nations  in  the  area  of 
the  Indian  Ocean  and  what  today  is  called 
Indonesia.  With  the  22-gun  battleship  U.S.S. 
Peacock  and  an  escort  battleship  and  300  men 
serving  as  his  entourage,  Roberts  called  upon 
several  heads  of  state. 

Treaties  were  negotiated  with  the  Sul¬ 
tan  of  Muscat  (the  area  today  known  as 
Oman)  and  the  King  of  Siam  (today's  Thai¬ 
land).  After  being  ratified  by  Congress,  the 
signed  treaties  were  given  to  Roberts,  and 
again  with  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  and  another 
battleship  as  escort,  he  sailed  on  a  two-year 
vovage  to  deliver  the  documents.  Special 


The  Sultan  of 
Muscat 
and  the  1804 
Dollar 

Throughout 
autumn  of  last 
year,  continuing 
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$4.1 4  MILLION  PAID  FOR  1804  SILVER  DOLLAR 

WORLD  RECORD  PRICE  ESTABLISHED 


I  lie  Mai  ket  in  Dcfilh 


I  Ins  U  \  i  k  s  Market 


David  Akers,  David  Bowers,  and  Chris  Karstedt  doing  an  interview 
with  one  of  the  several  television  news  crews  after  the  coin  <<  <?>>  '-old. 


September- November  1999/ Rare  Coin  Review  #131 


World  Record  Price  Shattered! 


by  Chris  Karstedt 


des«  ret  news.com 


Deseret  News  r 


gifts  to  the  rulers  were  sent  from  President 
Jackson,  including  the  presentation  coin 
sets,  cut  glass,  maps,  and  prints. 

By  fortunate  circumstance,  in  the  course 
of  researching  the  Childs  Collection  1804  dol¬ 
lar,  which  is  quite  possibly  the  specimen  deliv¬ 
ered  on  October  1, 1835,  to  the  Sultan  of  Mus¬ 
cat,  Dave  Bowers  found  that  the  Roberts  fam¬ 
ily  papers  and  other  information  were  pre¬ 
served  in  the  New  Hampshire  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety  archives  and  at  the  Portsmouth  Ath¬ 
enaeum.  The  latter  is  a  venerable  institution 
founded  in  1817,  of  which  Roberts  was  once  a 
member!  In  addition,  a  "Secret  Mission  File" 
of  the  Department  of  State  yielded  much  in¬ 
formation  concerning  how  the  delicate  nego¬ 
tiations  were  to  be  handled  with  foreign  ern- 


David  Bowers 
with  the  Reuters 
News  Sendee...  a 
worldwide  pub¬ 
lication  which 
had  a  crexv  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  the 
sale. 
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1804  'King  of  Coins'  fetches  a  royal  price:  $4.14  million 

Reuters  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  It  took  less  than  two  minutes  on  Monday  for  a  rare  sliver  dollar  to 
fetch  $4  14  million  in  what  Is  being  hailed  as  a  'smashing  success"  by  the 
auction  house  that  sold  the  world's  most  valuable  coin. 


perors,  how  the  purpose  of  the  Edmund 
Roberts'  mission  was  to  be  disguised  so  as 
not  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  British, 
Dutch,  or  other  sea  powers  who  might  sabo¬ 
tage  it  — and  much  more.  Dave  decided  to 
write  a  book  on  the  subject,  which  when 
completed  will  give  the  exciting  details  of  the 
1804  dollar,  including  how  it  narrowly  es¬ 
caped  capture  by  pirates!  The  book  will  be 
titled  A  Romantic  Adventure:  Edmund  Roberts 


and  the  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804.  The  "ro¬ 
mantic”  part  of  the  title  is  from  a  newspaper 
account  published  in  1836  which  noted  of 
Roberts,  "His  life  presents  a  variety  of  ro¬ 
mantic  adventures." 

In  the  meantime,  Bowers  and  Merena 
launched  a  worldwide  publicity  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 
and  prepared  a  handsome  color-illus¬ 
trated  catalogue  describing  the  coins. 

Copies  were 
distributed  this 
summer,  and 
at  the  time  of 
the  sale,  Au¬ 
gust  30,  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the 
auction  were 
well  informed 
and  already 
pulsing  with 
excitement  and  anticipation! 

Then  came  the  sale,  in  two  sessions, 
conducted  with  a  crowd  that  at  times  was 
standing  room  only. 

By  day's  end  — and  what  a  day  it  had 
been  —  The  Coin  had  broken  every  record  in 
the  book,  and  the  Childs  Collection  had  to¬ 
taled  $9.4  million. 

It  was  an  experience  everyone  who 
was  there  will  remember  forever. 


-  Mail  Bid  Only  - 

The  Official  "Home" 
of  the  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 

This  simple  but  numismatically  important  wooden  cabinet  as  pictured  on  the 
cover  of  the  auction  catalogue  was  the  official  "home"  of  the  magnificent  Walter 
H.  Childs  Collection  for  decades.  Now,  since  the  remarkable  sale  of  the  collection 
held  August  30th  with  total  prices  realized  over  $9  million,  its  "hallowed  halls"  are 
empty!  This  original  wooden  cabinet  used  by  Childs  was  probably  made  in  the 
woodworking  shop  of  the  Estey  Organ  Company,  Brattleboro,  Vermont.  It  is  com¬ 
plete  with  14  numbered  wooden  drawers  (no  lining  present  at  this  time)  and  brass 
fixtures  — a  unique  piece  which  will  certainly  add  interest  to  any  collection. 

Your  collection  could  be  displayed  in  this  cabinet  if  you  place  the  winning  bid! 
The  same  cabinet  that  housed  many  incredible  rarities  in  the  past  can  house  your 
collection  as  well.... and  such  a  pedigree!  A  cabinet  from  the  same  connoisseur 
who  once  owned  the  famous  1804  Original  Class  I  silver  dollar  that  sold  for  a  spec¬ 
tacular  $4.14  million. 

Send  your  bid  to  the  attention  of  Chris  Karstedt  via  mail,  email,  or  fax  (no 
phone  please).  Include  your  name,  mailing  address,  daytime  phone,  and/or  fax 
and  email  address.  A  15%  buyer's  fee  and  $20  shipping  fee  will  be  added  to  the 
successful  bid  and  invoiced  as  such.  Bids  will  close  on  Monday,  November  1,  1999 
and  the  winning  bidder  will  be  notified  on  that  day. 
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Edmund  Roberts  and  the 


Famous  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804 


~T-Viru 


The  Childs  specimen  of  the 
1804  dollar  realized  $4.14 
million  when  it  crossed  the 
auction  block  August  30, 1999. 


Order  Information 

To  order,  choose  one  or  both  of 
the  following  options  and  call  1- 
800-222-5993  with  your  credit  card 
handy. 

Pre-publication  Offer  -  This 
fully  illustrated,  8V2  by  11"  deluxe 
hardbound  will  list  for  $69.95.  Right 
now  you  can  order  your  copy  for 
just  $49.95  plus  $5  postage.  Deliv¬ 
ery  anticipated  year  end. 

Special  Author's  Manuscript  - 
For  those  who  can't  wait  until  au¬ 
tumn,  this  special  offer  will  bring 
the  author's  personal  working 
manuscript  to  your  door  within 
seven  business  days!  Our  intention 
is  twofold:  1.  To  provide  a  wealth  of 
information  concerning  the  1804 
dollar  in  general  and  the  Childs 
Collection  specimen  in  particular; 
and,  2.  To  provide  a  "collectible,"  as 
generally  manuscripts  of  numis¬ 
matic  works  are  seldom  encoun¬ 
tered.  These  limited  edition  copies 
will  be  of  Dave's  actual  working 
manuscript,  with  instructions  to  the 
Graphics  Department  and  other  in¬ 
serted  items,  together  with  the  com¬ 
plete  (to  date)  text  and  notes.  The 
manuscript  will  be  spiral  or  comb 
bound  with  no  photographs.  If  you 
desire  and  if  you  make  the  request, 
Dave  will  personally  autograph  a 
copy  to  you!  Each  manuscript  will 
potentially  be  unique  or  a  very  small 
edition  as  the  research  is  being  up¬ 
dated  and  edited  weekly  by  the 
author.  A  true  work  in  progress! 
List  price  $100. 


A  fascinating  and  remarkable  new  work  by  Q.  David  Bowers  is  going  to  the 
printer  shortly  and  will  be  available  early  fall.  It  is  anticipated  to  be  in  the  range 
of  400  pages  in  length ,  large  8 'A  by  11" page  size,  profusely  illustrated. 

Now  you  can  be  among  the  first  to  order  your  copy  or,  by  special  arrange¬ 
ment,  receive  a  personally  autographed,  author's  original  manuscript  copy  ( see 
details  in  the  left  column). 


Ever  since  numismatics  became  a 
popular  hobby  in  America  — the  silver 
dollar  dated  1804  has  been  the  most 
storied,  most  publicized,  most  acclaimed 
rare  coin  variety  ever  minted  by  the 
United  States.  Perhaps  more  than  any 
other  rare  United  States  coin,  the  1804 
dollar  has  been  surrounded  by  mystery, 

j  J  J 

legend,  and  intrigue.  To  these  aspects 
can  be  added  adventure,  for  the  deliv¬ 
ery  of  the  first  1804  dollars,  and  the 
circumstances  leading  to  the  occasion, 
include  tales  of  piracy,  shipwreck,  and 
more  —  adventure  on  the  high  seas.  And 
to  add  further  interest,  Edmund  Rob¬ 
erts,  the  American  diplomatic  "special 
agent"  who  personally  delivered  the 
first  two  1804-dated  dollars  on 
behalf  of  President  Andrew 
Jackson,  hailed  from 
Portsmouth,  scarcely  50 
miles  distant  from  our 
offices  in  Wolfeboro, 

New  Hampshire. 

The  very  first  1804 
dollar,  presented 
by  Roberts  to  the 

J 

Sultan  of  Muscat, 
was  auctioned  by 
us  August  30th  as 
part  of  the  Childs 
Collection. 

Now,  Q.  David 
Bowers  has  brought  to¬ 
gether  in  one  400+  page  vol¬ 


ume,  the  remarkable  history  of  the  1804 
dollar,  the  romantic  adventure  behind 
the  presentation  sets  made  for  the  King 
of  Siam  and  the  Sultan  of  Muscat,  the 
behind  the  scenes  stories,  controversies 
of  the  making  of  these  pieces,  and  much, 
much  more! 

A  special  section  will  give  the  biog¬ 
raphies  of  well  over  100  dealers,  collec¬ 
tors,  and  authors  who  have  handled  or 
studied  1804  dollars  over  the  vears.  In- 

J 

eluded  will  be  page  after  page  of  fasci¬ 
nating  information  concerning  such 
people  as  Mehl,  Haseltine,  Granberg, 
Brand,  Green,  Eliasberg,  Sticknev,  and 
more  — a  biographical  "treasure”  in  its 
own  right. 

Another  section  will  de¬ 
scribe  transaction  by  trans¬ 
action  the  pedigree  his¬ 
tory  of  each  of  the  15 
known  1804-dated 
dollars,  including 
much  information 
never  before  avail¬ 
able  in  a  single  vol¬ 
ume. 


Moreover,  the 
volume  is  written  in 
_  Dave's  highly  read 

Fable  style.  Once  you 
pick  up  the  book,  get 
set  for  many  hours  of  en¬ 
joyable  reading! 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 
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United  States  Silver  Coins 


Half  Dimes 

Half  dimes  are  an  interesting  series,  and  one 
that  is  challenging  to  collect.  These  pieces  are 
quite  small,  so  they  cannot  be  collected  otherwise, 
except  casually.  However,  through  the  looking 
glass  there  is  a  wealth  of  numismatic  detail  to  be 
found,  especially  among  the  issues  in  the  early 
reach  of  the  series,  1794-1805,  and  the  Capped  Bust 
style,  1829-1837. 

Our  offering  of  half  dimes  commences  with  a 
very  nice  1796  and  continues  from  there. 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dimes 


Sharp  and  Lustrous  1796  Half  Dime 


1796  Normal  Date.  Valentine-1.  Rarity-4+.  AU-53 

(NGC).  Struck  from  an  early  die  state  with  LIB¬ 
ERTY  properly  formed  (see  note  below).  Sharply 
struck  with  considerable  lustre  and  desirable  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  A  few  minor  marks  can  be  seen 
yet  this  is  a  most  attractive  18th-century  type 

coin . 5,695 

Two  varieties  of  1796  half  dime  are  known,  the 
Valentine-1  Normal  Date  and  V-2  Overdate.  The  V-l  ob¬ 
verse,  in  its  early  die  state,  has  LIBERTY  properly  formed 
although  the  top  and  bottom  curves  are  very  weak.  A  third 
is  listed  in  the  Guide  Book,  the  LIKERTY  variety  which  is 
actually  a  die  state  of  this  V-l  variety  with  the  dies  lapped 
thereby  opening  the  top  and  bottom  curves  of  B  so  that  this 
letter  resembles  a  K. 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  community,  few  companies 
can  match  Bowers  and  Merena.  We 
have  established  our  reputation 
through  honesty,  courtesy,  selection, 
award-winning  publications,  and  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  hobby.  Bowers  and  Merena 
is  a  firm  you  will  be  proud  to  deal  with. 


Brilliant  and  Beautiful  1800  Half  Dime 


1800  V-2.  Rarity-4.  LIBERTY.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  bril¬ 
liant,  beautiful,  and  very  desirable  specimen,  pur¬ 
chased  as  part  of  a  fine  type  set.  First  year  of  the 
Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse . 5,995 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 


Gem  Mint  State  1831  Half  Dime 


1831  Capped  Bust.  V-l.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning 
on  satiny  surfaces.  A  well-struck  beauty  that  eas¬ 
ily  lives  up  to  the  assigned  grade,  a  gem  half  dime 
that  will  be  a  stand  out  in  any  collection . 3,395 

1831  V-5.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous . 395 

1832  V-l.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  surfaces . 215 

1832  V-l  2a.  Rarity-4.  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of 

light  amber  toning . 250 

1833  V-l.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warmly  toned  in  medium 
gold.  Well  struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies.  An  ideal 
selection  for  a  type  set  or  a  date  collection.  ...  1,295 

1833  V-l.  AU-50 . 219 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

Rainbow-Toned  1837  Half  Dime 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Incredibly  toned  in  beautiful  rainbow  col¬ 
ors,  predominantly  reddish  gold,  violet,  and  blue. 
Always  in  demand  for  type  set  purposes.  This  de¬ 
sign  was  made  for  onlv  two  years  — in  1837  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  and  in  1838  at  the  New  Orleans 
Mint.  Reverse  rotated  slightly  past  180" . 1,650 

Frosty  Mint  State  1837  Half  Dime 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-64 


(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  mint  lustre. 
From  a  late  die  state  with  extensive  die  crum¬ 
bling  along  the  right  side  of  Miss  Liberty's 
forearm  and  leg.  Interesting  die  characteristics 
that  are  very  lightly  mentioned  in  the  litera¬ 
ture . 1,650 

A  quick  review  of  the  literature  revealed  very  little 
discussion  of  this  die  state.  This  surprises  us,  as  the  die 
crumbling  is  very  extensive  and  can  be  seen  with  the  unaided 
eye.  David  Valentine  treated  this  very  briefly  describing  his 
varieties  V-6,  V-6a,  and  V-6b.  He  also  notes  die  cracks  on  the 
reverse  that  are  more  advanced  than  with  this  same  reverse 
mated  to  an  1838  obverse.  Thus,  this  coin  must  have  been 
struck  in  1838.  There  is  no  mention  in  any  other  standard 
reference,  that  we  know  of,  regarding  this  variety. 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  AU-50. 


Lustrous  with  light  champagne  surfaces . 455 

1838  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 695 


Sign-Up  Bonus: 

$50  Worth  of  FREE  Books! 

If  you  are  an  active  collector,  please 
join  us  as  a  subscriber! 

Many  wonderful,  interesting, 
value-filled  catalogues  will  come  your 
way  if  you  do! 

It's  as  easy  as  A-B-C,  as  easy  as  pie: 

The  cost  is  $145  (to  U.S.  addresses), 
for  which  you'll  receive  a  year's  worth 
of  our  periodicals  (which  cost  us  over 
$300  to  produce  and  deliver  to  you;  this 
why  we  solicit  subscriptions  only  from 
active  numismatists),  the  most  ac¬ 
claimed  price  lists,  private  periodicals, 
and  auction  catalogues  in  numismatics! 

And,  yes,  about  those  free  books: 
You  can  take  your  pick  of  up  to  $50  list 
price  worth  of  books  in  our  Books  for 
Sale  section,  and  we'll  send  them  to 
you  as  a  thank  you  for  subscribing. 
And,  we'll  pay  the  postage. 

Here's  all  you  do:  Take  out  your 
credit  card,  call  toll-free  1-800-222- 
5993,  and  charge  your  subscription  on 
the  spot. 
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1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous -and  a  nice  strike,  too! . 725 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely 

specimen . 725 

1840  No  Drapery.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lovely  champagne 

surfaces . 365 

1841  MS-64  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  gold  and  blue.  439 

1842  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  satiny  surfaces.  A  really 

choice  specimen  of  this  early  Philadelphia  Mint 
Liberty  Seated  half  dime . 649 

1843  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  little  half 

dime,  sparkling  and  lustrous . 649 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 
toning . 475 

1845  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 475 

1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces.  Quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  In 
general,  all  New  Orleans  silver  coins  made  prior 
to  February  1853  are  very  difficult  to  locate  in 
choice  Mint  State . 695 


Wonderful  1853-0  Half  Dime 


1853-0  No  Arrows.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lovely  gold  and 
rose  surfaces.  Among  the  finest  known  with  less 
than  10  coins  equal  or  finer.  Struck  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  prior  to  the  weight  reduction 
authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853.  When 
seen,  which  is  not  very  often,  the  1853-0  No  Ar¬ 
rows  is  apt  to  be  in  a  grade  several  levels  below 


this . 2,550 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 


Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853.  Although  the 
weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  only 
through  1855,  then  discontinued.  The  Arrows  design  extended 
to  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar  series,  but 
not  to  the  trime  or  silver  dollar.  The  trime  had  a  lower  intrinsic 
value  and  metal  composition,  and  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  was 
allowed  to  "float"  with  its  melt-down  value  being  more  than  its 
face  value,  even  after  1853.  Such  dollars  were  mainly  used  as 
bullion  coins  in  the  export  trade  to  the  Orient. 

1853-0  Arrows  Half  Dime 

1853-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  satiny  matte-like 
specimen  with  champagne  toning  highlights  on 
lustrous  surfaces.  Much  scarcer  in  Mint  State  than 
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is  commonly  believed,  certainly  many  times  scarcer 
than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart . 1,695 

1853-0  Arrows.  AU-55 . 159 

1853-0  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lovely  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 159 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 639 

1857  AU-50  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  deeply  toned.  115 

1858  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 525 

1858  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1858  Clashed  dies.  EF-45 . 55 

Glittering  Proof  1859  Half  Dime 

1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  glittering  Proof  half  dime 

with  deep  mirror  fields  and  lightly  frosted  de¬ 
vices.  A  whisper  of  rose  graces  the  obverse,  while 
the  reverse  exhibits  pale  iridescent  violet.  A  thor¬ 
oughly  enjoyable  coin  in  all  regards . 1,995 

Important  sub-type  with  hollow  star  points  and  a 
differently  configured  Miss  Liberty  (this  die  being  attributed 
to  Anthony  C.  Paquet,  per  conventional  wisdom). 

Elsewhere  in  numismatics  Paquet  is  remembered  not 
only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but  for  the  distinctive  reverse 
employed  on  certain  varieties  of  1861  $20  gold  pieces.  Interest¬ 
ingly,  the  New  Orleans  1859-0  half  dime  is  of  the  standard 
type  — not  the  Paquet  variation. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  but  is  fairly  elusive  in 
Mint  State . 850 

1859- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant.  A  splendid  specimen . 850 

1860- 0  AU-58  (PCI).  Brilliant . 75 

Seldom-Seen  Choice  1863-S  Half  Dime 

1863- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a  hint 

of  pale  gold  toning.  A  sharply  struck  Civil  War 
issue  from  our  westernmost  coinage  facility.  A  lot 
of  coin  for  the  grade.  Seldom  seen  at  any  Mint 
State  level,  never  mind  MS-64! . 1,695 

1864  MS-63.  Attractive  pale  blue  and  silver  gray  ton¬ 
ing  on  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces.  Struck  from 
clashed  dies.  A  business  strike,  not  a  Proof,  and 
thus  of  great  rarity;  only  48,000  business  strikes  of 
the  date  were  produced.  Much  foundational  value, 
as  even  a  well-worn  1864  half  dime  is  a  numismatic 
delicacy.  Don't  miss  this  opportunity . 1,295 

1864- S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as  nice  as 

this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch  mint  half 
dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their  numismatic 
desirability  until  two  or  three  decades  later,  by 
which  time  most  had  acquired  wear . 595 

1866  EF-45.  Deep  rose  toning.  Rare  date . 595 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning.  A  delightful 

half  dime,  one  that  is  rare  in  all  grades . 835 

1869  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  light  amber  toning 
Needle-sharp  strike.  Rarer  at  this  Mint  State  level 
than  an  equivalent  Proof . 750 

1873-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Swan 
song  of  the  half  dime  denomination . 475 

Dimes 


way  there  are  many  worthwhile  coins  for  vour  con¬ 
sideration. 

Draped  Bust  Dimes 


Pleasing  1804  Dime 
"$2.50  RewrsC 


1804  John  Reich-2.  Rarity-5. 14  Stars.  VF-30  (AN ACS) 
Medium  slate  gray  with  some  intermingled  golden 
highlights.  Nice  design  detail  present  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade.  An  exceptionally  pleasing  specimen 
of  a  fairly  rare  variety.  Of  added  interest  and  impor¬ 
tance  as  the  identical  reverse  die  used  to  coin  this  dime 
was  used  to  coin  1804  gold  $2.50  pieces  as  well.  .  6,950 

Two  varieties  were  produced.  The  other  variety  has 
five  berries  in  the  reverse  branch. 

1807  JR-1.  VF-30.  An  attractive  example  with  consid¬ 
erable  remaining  lustre.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
From  a  late  die  state  with  extensive  obverse  and 
reverse  clash  marks . 1 ,050 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 


Delightful  1814  Large  Date  Dime 


1814  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Sharply  struck  with  brilliant,  frosty  lustre  and  a 
trace  of  champagne  toning . 3,650 

Choice  1814  JR-3  Dime 


1814  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  MS-63  (NGC)  Satiny 
silver  gray  surfaces  exhibit  lively  lustre  and  a 
nuance  of  pale  champagne  toning.  Struck  from 
clashed  dies.  Great  overall  quality  for  an  early 

date  dime . 2,195 

1820  JR-8.  Large  0  in  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  \n  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  combining  brilliant,  lustrous  silver 
surfaces  with  delicate  toning,  no  doubt  a  coin  from 
an  old-time  cabinet.  Quality  personified!  775 

— — 

A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS 
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September- November  1909/Rare  Coin  Review  #131 


This  listing  offers  many  interesting  dimes  from 
the  Draped  Bust  style  onward,  commencing  with  a 
nice  1804  and  continuing  to  modern  times.  Along  the 
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Federal  Half  Dimes 


1792-1837 


by  Russell  J,  Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey 


JUS  1  ARRIVED:  Our  shipment  of  this  great  new  book 
by  two  ol  numismatics’  best  known  and  most  accomplished 
authors  any  day  now.  Actually,  we  had  seen  an  early  draft 
some  time  ago,  but  now,  complete  with  photographs  we  have 
seen  the  entire  text. 

Our  own  Dave  Bowers  wrote  the  prelace  lor  the  book 
which  is  reproduced  herewith: 

In  1883,  when  Harold  P.  Newlin  published  A  Classification  of  the  Early  Dimes  of 
the  United.  States ,  a  modest  24-page  study,  the  hall  dime  denomination  had  been 
generally  ignored  for  many  years.  Newli  n ,  an  accomplished  attorney  and  knowledgeable 
numismatist,  was  quite  familiar  with  other  American  series.  His  text  readily  showed  that 
he  loved  half  dimes,  and  wished  that  others  did  as  well.  In  particular,  he  was  enamored 
of  the  famous  1 792  half  disme,  and  presented  a  compelling  argument  to  why  it  should 
be  included  as  part  of  the  regular  series,  not  just  an  isolated  pattern.  Sharing  honors  for 
Newlin’s  affection  in  print  was  the  1 802  half  dime,  the  best  known  rarity  in  the  series, 
and  an  American  classic  tor  generations.  Newlin  described  in  detail  all  the  specimens 
known  to  him,  including  their  pedigrees  when  known,  and  classification  of  grades. 
Anyone  reading  the  Newlin  text  cannot  help  but  share  his  enthusiasm  for  half  dimes. 
And,  perhaps  be  prompted  to  investigate  further  and  to  begin  collecting  them. 
Enthusiasm,  romance,  and  history  are  what  numismatics  is  all  about. 

Fast  forward  to  the  present  day,  well  over  a  century  after  Newlin  published  his 
monograph.  Today,  half  dimes  are  in  the  shadows  of  numismatics.  On  one  hand,  this 
might  be  all  for  the  best,  as  among  the  early  issues  treated  in  the  present  book  there 
simply  aren’t  enough  to  go  around  should  popularity  increase  to  even  a  generous 
fraction  of  that  given  to  Capped  Bust  half  dollars,  Morgan  silver  dollars,  or  other  1 9th- 
century  specialties.  On  the  other  hand,  for  anyone  taking  time  to  explore  the  series,  early 
half  dimes  offer  many  delights — the  opportunity  to  acquire  interesting  and  rare  die 
marriages  at  little  more  than  one  might  expect  to  pay  for  a  common  issue,  the 
opportunity  to  study  through  a  magnifying  glass  many  die  cutting  differences,  and  the 
pleasure  of  working  toward  the  completion  of  a  set. 

This  series  handily  divides  itself  in  half:  the  early  issues,  consisting  of  the  1792 
half  disme  plus  those  struck  within  the  Mint  from  1794-1805,  and  the  Capped  Bust 
series  of  1829-1837.  Considering  dates  alone,  without  respect  to  die  varieties  and 
combinations,  the  Capped  Bust  issues  are  imminently  and  easily  collectible.  Even  a 
numismatist  of  modest  means  can  acquire  one  of  each  date  in  high  grades  such  as 
Extremely  Fine,  AU,  or  even  in  the  lower  ranges  of  Mint  State.  Most  probably,  the 
majority  of  specialists  begin  in  this  manner.  From  this  point  it  is  but  an  easy  and 
logical  step  to  examine  the  pieces  closely  under  magnification,  to  note  die  peculiari¬ 
ties,  and  desire  additional  pieces. 

The  very  early  half  dimes,  1792-1805,  are  all  scarce  and  many  are  rare.  The 
aforementioned  1 802  is  a  great  classic  and  may  be  a  stumbling  block,  although  there 
are  several  dozen  in  existence,  and  the  issue  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  “impossible.” 
Under  magnification,  the  early  issues  are  even  more  fascinating  than  the  later  ones. 
Each  die  is  significantly  different,  with  many  peculiarities  being  quite  obvious  even 
on  casual  inspection. 

Ifyou  are  already  a  specialist  in  die  varieties  in  another  American  series,  using  this  book 
will  be  easy.  If  this  is  your  first  brush  with  variety  collecting,  the  authors,  representing  an 
especially  brilliant  lineup  of  talent,  point  the  way  clearly.  An  easy  way  to  determine  your 
interest,  which  will  either  flicker  or  fade,  is  to  do  this:  take  a  half  dime  of  any  date,  early 
or  late  within  the  scope  of  this  book,  and  spend  five  minutes  studying  it.  Select  a  piece  that 
i ,  in  Extremely  f  ine  or  higher  grade,  so  that  the  die  details  can  be  ascertained.  Look  at  the 


obverse  carefully,  study  the  digits  in  the  date,  their 
relation  to  the  border,  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  and  the  position  of  the  stars.  On 
the  reverse,  do  the  same  with  the  lettering  and  the  eagle.  Do  not  be  in  a  hurry.  In  a  class 
that  I  gave  a  number  of  years  ago  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Summer 
Seminar  in  Colorado  Springs,  “All  About  Coins,”  I  was  fond  of  reciting  an  anecdote 
relating  to  the  famous  naturalist  Lewis  Agassiz.  The  professor  was  teaching  a  class  in 
zoology,  and  each  student  had  a  specimen  of  a  fish  to  examine.  Agassiz  suggested  that  the 
eye  of  the  fish  be  inspected,  and  some  notes  be  made  about  the  arrangement  of  the  tiny 
platelets  around  the  border  of  the  eye.  A  minute  or  two  later,  the  students  had  completed 
their  observations,  and  had  made  a  few  notes,  and  were  ready  for  Agassiz  to  go  on  to 
something  else.  At  this  point  the  professor  stated  that  each  student  was  to  return  to  the 
inspection  and  spend  a  longtime — say  10  minutes — inspecting  the  eye,  and  then  write  the 
findings.  The  second  time  around,  the  students  discovered  that  the  platelets  were  arranged 
in  certain  patterns  of  different  sizes,  and  seemed  to  make  some  type  of  logical  sense.  Their 
appreciation  was  vastly  heightened,  and  when  given  a  fish  of  another  species  to  inspect, 
they  could  readily  ascertain  the  differences. 

In  my  class,  I  gave  the  students  illustrations  of  three  different  1794  copper  cent 
obverses.  At  first,  the  challenge  was  slight — each  coin  had  the  female  head,  the  word 
LIBERTY  above  it,  and  the  date  1794  below  it.  However,  given  ten  minutes  to  study 
the  pictures  and  to  compare  them  with  each  other,  a  great  fascination  developed  with 
the  style  used  by  the  engraver,  the  position  of  the  letter  punches,  and  so  on.  All  of  a 
sudden,  die  varieties  became  interesting. 

So  it  is  with  half  dimes.  However,  unlike  large  copper  cents,  which  have  been 
studied  by  many  people  over  a  long  period  of  years,  the  field  of  half  dimes  has  admitted 
relatively  few  participants.  Thus,  as  a  reader  of  this  book,  you  may  well  have  the 
opportunity  to  notice  that  coins  in  your  own  collection  may  be  of  different  die  marriages, 
or  have  different  characteristics  than  have  been  recorded  heretofore.  New  discoveries  are 
constantly  being  made,  and  in  a  short  period  in  1997,  an  example  of  a  new  die 
combination  of  Capped  Bust  half  dime  came  to  light,  followed  by  a  second  example, 
then  a  third!  Amazingly,  this  variety  had  completely  escaped  the  notice  of  several 
generations  of  earlier  collectors. 

Read  and  enjoy  this  book.  It  is  your  passport  to  a  great  deal  of  numismatic 
enjoyment.  In  the  broader  scope  of  things,  it  will  stand  as  one  of  the  finest  specialized 
references  to  be  found  in  any  reference  library. 

Q.  David  Bowers 
Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Desirable  1821  Small  Date  1(K 


1821 JR-8.  Small  Date.  MS-63  (NGC)  Attractive  sat¬ 
iny  gray  surfaces  display  lively  blue  iridescence  in 
the  protected  areas.  A  desirable  variety,  especially 

in  Mint  State . 2,895 

1821  JR-8.  Small  Date.  EF-40.  Light  gold  surfaces.  349 
1823/2  JR-1.  Small  E's.  AU-50.  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces 
display  rich  rose  toning  at  the  peripheries.  Not  easy 
to  locate  in  this  relatively  high  grade . 635 

Mint  State  1824/2  Dime 

1824/2  JR-1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces. 

Lustrous  and  very  attractive . 1,850 

1824/2  JR-1.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  sugges¬ 
tion  of  golden  toning.  Decidedly  elusive  at  this 

high  grade  level . 1,395 

1824/2  JR-1.  VF-20  (PCI) . 319 

1825  JR-2.  EF-40.  Deeply  toned . 325 

1827  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-53.  A  lustrous  pearl  gray 
specimen  with  attractive  rose  and  pale  blue  irides¬ 
cence  present  on  both  sides . 695 

1827  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (NGC) . 635 

Uncirculated  1828  JR-1  Dime 

1828  JR-1.  Small  10  C.  MS-62  (NGC).  Richly  toned 

slate  gray  surfaces  display  golden  iridescence.  A 
pleasing  coin  for  the  grade . 1,695 

1829  JR-12.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 225 

1830  JR-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Chiefly  brilliant  with  a 

splash  of  light  gold  toning.  Lustrous,  sharply 
struck,  and  choice  for  the  grade . 1,295 

Gorgeous  Mint  State  1830  Dime 


1830  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  satiny  and  brilliant  speci¬ 
men  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning. 
Well  struck  in  virtually  every  area  of  the  design, 
a  factor  that  adds  immensely  to  the  overall  appeal. 
In  our  opinion,  our  low  price,  plus  the  aesthetic 
appeal  and  near-gem  status  of  the  coin  add  up  to 
a  substantial  value  (and  no  doubt  a  satisfied  cus¬ 


tomer  as  well!) . 2,750 

1830  JR-6.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 395 

1831  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1831  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in 

blue,  sea  green,  and  orange . 350 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse.  Sharply 

struck.  Pleasing  light  toning . 995 

1831  JR-3.  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  pewter  surfaces.  210 
1833  JR-5.  MS-61  (NGC)  Brilliant . 825 


1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Beautiful  frosty 
surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning  around  the 
rims.  At  the  MS-62  level  you'll  have  to  search  far 

and  wide  to  find  the  equal  of  this . 725 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  nicely  struck  for  the  date . 695 

1834  JR-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 969 

1835  JR-1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..  1,095 

1835  JR-5.  AU-50 . 345 

Choice  1835  JR-9  Dime 


1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and 
frosty  near-gem  coin  that  pushes  the  upper  limits 
of  the  assigned  grade.  Sharply  struck  and  devoid 
of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks.  An  outstanding 
specimen,  no  doubt  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the 
die  variety.  A  true  prize,  virtually  a  must  for  the 
alert  specialist.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased 
with  the  quality! . 2,195 

1835  JR-9.  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  light 

gold  peripheral  toning.  The  reflective  fields  con¬ 
trast  nicely  with  the  frosty  devices,  particularly  on 
the  reverse . 775 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC) . 795 

1836  JR-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 945 

1837  Capped  Bust.  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Last 

year  of  the  Capped  Bust  design . 560 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


Gem  1837  Liberty  Seated  10< 


1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-66 

(NGC).  Lustrous  amber  surfaces  with  blue,  light 
brown,  and  rose  highlights.  One  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen  in  the  gem  category.  Ideal  for  a  high- 
grade  type  set . 6,995 


A  Must-Have  Book! 

If  you  enjoy  San  Francisco  Mint 
coins  and  their  history,  you  must  buy  a 
copy  of  Dave  Bowers'  new  book,  The 
Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan. 
You'll  find  lots  of  interesting  informa¬ 
tion,  including  comments  by  Mark 
Twain  and,  peripherally,  Bret  Harte. 


Mint  State  1837  Liberty  Seated  Dime 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
golden  toning  on  the  obverse,  deep  rose  and 
gold  on  the  reverse.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 

grade . 1,695 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-50 
(AN ACS).  Lightly  toned . 869 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  EF-45 

(AN ACS).  Nicely  toned . 635 

1838-0  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  EF-45  (NGC) 
Nicely  toned.  Scarce  and  interesting  type;  the 
only  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  of  the  without- 
stars  style . 735 

1838  Small  Stars  Dime 

1838  Small  Stars.  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  deep  golden  and 
gray  peripheral  toning.  A  very  nice  coin  (no  pre¬ 
mium  added  for  the  Doubled  Die  feature  which, 
of  course,  lends  interest).  A  lovely  dime! ...  1,895 
1838  Large  Stars.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin 


for  a  type  set . 595 

1838  Large  Stars.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1838  Large  Stars.  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  AU-55.  Dou¬ 
bling  plainest  at  D  of  DIME . 195 


Satiny  Mint  State  1842-0  IOC 


1842-0  MS-61  (NGC).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  specimen 
with  lively  golden  toning  on  golden  grav  surfaces 
Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  of  the  design.  A  raritv  in 
Mint  State.  Early  New  Orleans  Mint  dimes  are  al¬ 
ways  popular  with  today's  collectors,  especially 
when  so  finely  preserved  (they  also  represent  the 
only  branch  mint  coinage  in  the  denomination 
prior  to  1856).  An  opportunity  to  obtain  quality  and 

value  with  one  phone  call! . 3,650 

1842-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surface'- 
Scarce  in  any  grade,  rare  at  the  AU  level.  ...  1,195 

Choice  Mint  State  1847  IOC 

1847  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  w  ith  a 
nuance  of  pale  golden  toning.  Somewhat  proof¬ 
like.  Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  of  the  design  A 
lovely  specimen  of  a  popular  Philadelphia  Mint 
issue,  one  that  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State  (al¬ 
though  this  is  not  w  idely  known).  Tops  of  date 

numerals  touch  rock . 1,950 

1849  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  sur 

faces . 495 

1853  Arrow  s.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  w  ith  a 

splash  of  rose  on  satiny  surfaces .  1 ,2^5 

Struck  from  clashed  dies  A  die  crack  connoi  ts  the  daft 
and  most  of  the  obverse  stars 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC)  Satirn  and  lustrous  with 
a  hint  of  pale  gold  A  lovely  coin  overall  1  2QC> 
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1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Superb  lustre  on  satinv 
surfaces.  Plenty  of  eye  appeal  and  a  splash  of  gold 

present  as  well . 1,295 

1853  Arrow  s.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  high¬ 
lights  on  lustrous  surfaces . 1,295 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1853-0  Arrows.  AU-55 .  295 

1854  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  toning . 159 

1858  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 385 

1859-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
"sleeper"  date  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  espe¬ 
cially  so  in  Mint  State . 535 

1861  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1863- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Scarce 

in  all  high  grades  as  such  pieces  were  not 
numismatically  noticed  during  their  era . 575 

1864  AU-55.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of 
all  Philadelphia  Mint  business  strike  dates.  ...  819 

1864-S  Dime:  A  Connoisseur's  Treasure! 

1864- S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
Very  rare  in  Mint  State,  as  virtually  no  one  (per¬ 
haps  absolutely  no  one)  collected  S-Mint  coins  at 
the  time!  This  was  about  a  decade  before  certain 
westerners  began  to  pay  attention  to  their  own 
coins.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  wre  have  ever  had  in 
our  inventory— quite  a  telling  statement  as  we 
believe  we  have  handled  just  as  many  rare  coins 
as  almost  anyone,  past  or  present.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date.  The  specialist  will  truly  appreciate 


this  opportunity . 1,650 

1865-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brown  and  gray  surfaces.  High 
quality  for  an  issue  which  when  seen  is  apt  to  be 
in  significantly  lower  grades  than  this . 795 


1866  Dime  Rarity 


1866  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  so  fine.  Far 

rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof.  An  exciting  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  advanced  specialist . 2,350 

1867  EF-45  (ANACS).  A  well-known,  low-mintage 

date.  Indeed,  the  lowest  production  figure  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  dime  series  (only  6,000  business 
strikes  were  coined)  and  one  of  the  lowest  dime 
mintages  of  any  type  from  1796  to  the  present. 
Typically  when  we  offer  an  example  of  this  date, 
more  often  than  not  it  is  a  Proof!  Business  strikes 
are  very  rare . 1,150 


We  enjoy  coins  ourselves,  and  we  will  do  our  best  to 
share  our  enjoy  ment  with  you.  Coin  collecting  has  been  called 
the  world's  finest  hobbv.  The  building  of  a  fine  collection  can 
be  a  stimulating  mental  challenge,  a  pleasant  pursuit,  an 
escape  from  the  cares  of  the  everyday  world.  And,  no  two 
collections  are  ever  exactly  alike 


1870  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 495 


1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1872-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  rose, 
blue  and  gold  toning . 465 

Lustrous  1873  Arrows  Dime 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  deeply  lus¬ 
trous.  A  truly  magnificent  business  strike,  one  of 
the  highest  quality  MS-64  coins  you'll  ever  see! 
Ideal  for  a  type  set . 2,495 

1873  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCI).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 375 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 1,195 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  950 

1874  Arrows  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 950 

1876-CC  MS-64.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 
light  golden  peripheral  toning.  Struck  from  rusted 
dies,  not  an  unusual  happenstance  for  this  date.  A 
splendid  specimen  struck  on  the  downside  of  the 


glory  years  of  the  Comstock  Lode.  Consider  add¬ 
ing  this  CC  coin  to  your  type  set . 465 

1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC)’.  Brilliant . 595 

1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  825 
1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1880  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 595 

1881  Proof-64  (NGC).  Wonderfully  toned  in  rose, 

magenta,  and  blue . 695 


1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  common 
date  in  rather  uncommon  (for  this  date)  grade.  As 
such,  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high-level  coin 
for  your  type  set  at  just  a  fraction  of  what  you 
would  have  to  pay  for  a  rarity  (such  as  an  early  S- 


Mint  dime)  in  comparable  grade . 1,095 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 875 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


Mint  State  1886-S  IOC  Rarity 


1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with 
just  a  whisper  of  pale  golden  toning.  Nicely 
struck.  A  near-gem  coin  in  all  respects.  A  notable 
branch  mint  rarity,  many  times  rarer  in  Mint 
State  than  its  fairlv  sizable  mintage  (206,524 
pieces)  indicates.  It  may  be  some  time  before  we 
are  able  to  offer  a  comparable  specimen  of  this 


date! . 5,295 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 


Barber  Dimes 

Our  offering  has  quite  a  few  scarce  and  rare  pieces 
in  the  Barber  dime  series.  A  superb  gem  1894  is  at 
once  scarce  and  beautiful.  The  elusive  1894-0  in  Mint 
State,  a  nice  1895-0  raritv,  and  a  memorable  1896-S 
come  to  mind  as  do  a  few  other  rare  issues  — as  well  as 
many  Barber  dimes  at  more  popular  price  levels. 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 266 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  rainbow  iridescence. .  266 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1893  10<t 


1893  Proof-67  (NGC).  Gorgeously  toned  in  shades  of 
amber,  blue,  and  rose.  One  of  the  very  finest  Proof 
1893  dimes  in  existence  — a  wonderful  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  grading  number  and,  equally  important 
(in  our  opinion),  eye  appeal  and  aesthetic  value. 

Take  it  home  for . 4,995 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 995 

1893-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 
golden  peripheral  toning . 619 

Wonderful  Proof  1894  Dime 


1894  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  lovely  cameo  Proof  with  full 
reflective  brilliance.  Sharply  struck  with  superb 


aesthetic  appeal . 2,975 

1894  MS-60 .  295 


Rare  Mint  State  1894-0  Dime 

1894-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  kev  issues 
in  the  Barber  dime  series.  Only  rarely  do  we  have 
an  example  in  this  grade  to  offer  for  sale.  ..  1,995 
1894-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Rare  in  this 


grade  (and  scarce  in  any  grade) . 725 

1894-0  EF-40+.  Brilliant . 359 


Important  1895-0  Dime  Rarity 


1895-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  attrac 
tive  gold  and  magenta  peripheral  toning.  Aside 
from  the  1894-S  raritv,  the  1895-0  is  the  kev  to  the 


Barber  dime  series . 2,8^0 

1895-0  VF-25  A  very  attractive  specimen  ol  this 
much  desired,  much  admired  issue . 1,250 
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Outstanding  Mint  State  1896-S  IOC 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Vividly  toned  in  gold  and  rose 
iridescence.  Nicely  struck  with  even  the  most  fi¬ 
nite  details  boldly  rendered.  You'll  find  yourself 
wondering  why  this  beautiful  coin  isn't  in  a 
holder  bearing  a  higher  grade!  Certainly  one  of 
the  most  important  dates  in  the  Barber  dime  se¬ 
ries,  particularly  in  MS-64 . 3,195 

If  you  are  currently  building  a  world  class  collection  of 
Barber  dimes  and  are  lacking  this  date,  we  suggest  vou  call 
Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  quickly,  as  we  don't  anticipate 
this  specimen  will  remain  in  our  inventory  for  very  long. 


1897-0  EF-40.  Very'  nice  eye  appeal . 490 

1897-0  F-12.  Light  golden  surfaces . 259 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1897- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  deep  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 350 

1898- S  AU-53  (PCGS)«  fairly  scarce  at  the  AU  level.  155 


Choice  1899-S  Dime 


1899-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  splashes 
of  amber  peripheral  toning.  An  exceptional  Bar¬ 
ber  dime . 2,350 

1899-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning. ...  750 
1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
gold  peripheral  toning.  Scarce  so  fine . 1,095 


Choice  and  Rare  1901-S  Dime 


1 901  -S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Very 
sharply  struck.  Deeply  lustrous.  A  "high  end"  coin 
quality-wise,  one  with  an  appeal  not  equaled  by 
certain  MS-65  coins!  A  living  illustration  of  the 
benefits  of  cherrypicking!  If  you  have  been  seeking 
a  really  nice  specimen  of  this  key  Barber  dime  is¬ 
sue,  you'll  really  like  this  one!  And,  as  is  the  case 
for  every  coin  in  this  listing,  if  you  don't  agree 
100%,  our  instant  refund  guarantee  is  yours  for  the 
asking  (never  mind  that  it  is  seldom  used!).  2,395 

1901- S  EF-45  ( AN  ACS) . 475 

1902  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  toning . 295 

1902- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  quite  rare,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 


excellent  eye  appeal . 975 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  sea  green  and 
rainbow  iridescence.  Fairly  scarce  in  Mint  State 
(the  same  can  be  said  for  most  other  New  Orleans 

Barber  dimes  of  this  era) . 350 

1903-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  popular  low-mint- 

age  date . 1,165 

1903-S  AU-50.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  one  of  the  key 

issues  in  the  Barber  dime  series . 1,050 

1903-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  San 

Francisco  Mint  dime . 750 

1905-0  Micro  O  mintmark.  MS-60  (NGC).  A  brilliant 
example  of  a  variety  whose  popularity  is  growing 
quickly  due  to  the  missionary  efforts  of  Bill  Fivaz, 
J.T.  Stanton,  and  others,  although  the  variety  has 
been  known  (but  not  well  publicized)  for  a  long 
time.  Scarce  in  any  and  all  grades,  particularly  in 


Mint  State . 995 

1905-S  MS-60  PL . 265 

1905- S  MS-60 . 225 

1906- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  golden  brown 

toning . 295 

1907  AU-58 . 65 

1907- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1909-D  MS-62  (NGC) . 695 

1909-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned . 695 

1909-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Popular  and  some¬ 
what  elusive  Denver  Mint  issue . 695 

1913  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1913-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 329 


1913-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with  attractive 
amber  and  blue  toning  surrounding  Miss  Lib¬ 


erty . 295 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 629 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 99 


1914-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  If 
you  didn't  see  the  label,  you  might  think  it  is 


MS-65 . 295 

1914-D  AU-50 . 49 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1 9 1 4-6  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1915-  S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 


Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  many  choice  Mercury 
dimes  of  especially'  high  quality.  The  1916-D  dime  is 


Quality! 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference! 
For  over  45  years,  since  our  founding  in 
1953,  we  have  been  supplying  choice, 
rare,  and  interesting  coins,  tokens,  med¬ 
als,  and  paper  money  to  discriminating 
collectors,  dealers,  and  museums.  If 
quality  is  important  to  you,  you've  come 
to  the  right  place.  Let  us  help  vou  build 
a  fine  collection  combining  excellent 
quality  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 


very  nice,  among  many  others.  A  date  and  mintmark 
collection  toward  the  end  of  the  series,  from  the  1930s 
to  1945,  can  be  assembled  for  very  low  cost,  including 
beautiful  Mint  State  pieces. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  w ith 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 289 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1916-D  Mercury  Dime  Rarity 


1916-D  Mercury.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pleasing  medium 
golden  gray  surfaces  devoid  of  serious  marks. 
Always  in  demand  in  all  grades,  particularly  in 
high  levels  such  as  this.  The  most  famous  issue  in 


the  Mercury  dime  series . 3,150 

191 7-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning. ...  395 

1917-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . . 695 

1917-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  light  yellow  peripheral  toning . 215 


Special  Quality  1918  Dime 

1918  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  sharply  ''truck 
and  deeply  lustrous,  brilliant  specimen,  a  coin  of 
special  hand-selected  quality.  Buy  this  one  and 
you'll  ever  even  think  about  upgrading  it!  .  1,450 

1918-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1918-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1918- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1919  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  129 

191 9- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Deeply 

frosty.  A  splendid  specimen .  595 

191 9- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this  high 

circulated  grade . 175 

1920  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  rainbow  iri¬ 
descence . 995 

1920- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425 

1923  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 


Stunning  1924-D  Dime 

1924-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck, 
and  lustrous.  A  stunning  specimen,  one  of  the 
very  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled.  If  vou 
are  assembling  a  first-class  set,  this  coin  is  tor 
you . 1,695 

1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  593 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant .  269 

1926-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Nicelv  toned  Scarce  issue  435 

1926-S  EF-45  (PCI).  Brilliant. . 295 

1927  MS-65  FB  (PCGS)  Brilliant 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  65 

1928  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  75 

1928- D  MS-65  (PC  <  S)  Brilliant 

1929  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  185 

1929- S  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  145 

1934- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  105 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant  centers  with  lovely 

amber  peripheral  toning .  ~9 
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Bausch  &  Lomb 
Pocket  Magnifying  Glasses 

Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of  two 
lenses  in  durable  plastic  case;  two  lenses  fold 
into  case,  which  serves  as  handle.  Yields  4X 
to  9X  power.  W  ide  field  of  vision  permits  easy 
inspection  of  coins  for  grading,  enjoyment,  etc. 
Our  favorite  all-purpose  glass.  §23. (not  pictured) 

Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triplet  lens  sys¬ 
tem,  highly  corrected  optical  glass,  swings 
into  chrome-plated  case  which  serves  as 
handle.  7X  power.  Somewhat  limited  field 
of  vision;  excellent  for  detail  work  (overdates, 
die  varieties,  repunched  letters,  etc.).  §44. 


“ Certified  Coin  Estate”  Display  Album  Cases 

This  great  “top  of  the  line”  product  consists  of  a  finely  crafted 
wooden  case  which  opens  like  a  book — accented  with  brass 
hinges  and  an  engravable  brass  nameplate.  Within  are  three 
removable  leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is  die-cut  with  nine 
openings  suitable  for  displaying  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC, 
PCI,  and/or  ANACS  plastic  holders.  Thus,  the  album  will 
showcase  in  a  deluxe  manner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these  cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  1 08 
coins,  would  do  justice  to  the  finest  collection  of  Morgan 
silver  dollars  1878-1921  ever  formed. 

Here  is  how  to  order: 

CCE-001:  Deluxe  wooden  book-sty  le  album  with  three  trays 
(specify  choice  of  trays;  mix  or  match:  green  for  PCGS  only; 
blue  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only;  black  “universal”  holder 
for  various  types  of  “slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray).  §144. 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green  background.  Suitable 
for  PCGS  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  §19.95. 


Stock  No.  BL-5X:  Inex¬ 
pensive  “Packette”  5X 
magnifier  of  molded  opti¬ 
cal  plastic.  Folds  into 
plastic  case.  A  good 
pocket  glass  with  good 
field  of  vision.  Priced 
inexpensively;  if 
you  lose  it,  you 
can  easily  buy 
another.  §9. 


CCE-021:  Display  tray  only,  blue  background.  Suitable  for 
NGC  and/or  PCI  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  §19.95. 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal” 
type  suitable  for  mixing  and  matching  in  the  same  tray  your 
choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style  ANACS  “slabs.” 
Our  most  versatile  tray.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  §22.95. 

CCE-030:  Clc  •ar  acry  lic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above 
trays;  useful  if  the  trays  are  not  stored  in  an  album.  §9.95. 

CCE-040:  NEW!  Certified  Coin  Estate  Portfolio.  1  lolds  up 
to  18  coins  (3x3)  including  in  NGC,  PCGS,  PCI,  SEGS, 
and  both  ANACS  holders.  Looks  and  feels  like  soft  black 
leather,  folds  at  center  and  interlocks  as  a  portfolio  for  easy 
transportation.  §34.95. 


i - 

Little  Known  Aspects  of  History 

Humor?! 


The  following  "unique  perspectives" 
on  history  were  sent  in  by  reader  Kathy 
Helgesen  Fuller,  author  and  history  profes¬ 
sor,  and  are  probably  from  that  vast  waste¬ 
land  /  marvelous  resource  (take  your  pick) 
known  as  the  Internet: 

3050  B.C.  A  Sumerian  invents  the  wheel. 
Within  the  week,  the  idea  is  stolen  and  dupli¬ 
cated  by  other  Sumerians,  thereby  establishing 
the  business  ethic  for  all  times. 

2900  B.C.  Wondering  why  the  Egyptians 
call  that  new  thing  a  Sphinx  becomes  the  first  of 
the  world's  Seven  Great  Wonders. 

1850  B.C.  Britons  proclaim  Operation 
Stonehenge  a  success.  They've  finally  gotten 
those  boulders  arranged  in  a  sufficiently  mean¬ 
ingless  pattern  to  confuse  the  hell  out  of  scientists 
for  centuries. 

1785  B.C.  The  first  calendar,  composed  of  a 
year  with  354  days,  is  introduced  by  Babylonian 
scientists. 

1768  B.C.  Babylonians  realize  something  is 
wrong  when  winter  begins  in  June. 

776  B.C.  The  world's  first  known  money 
appears  in  Persia,  immediately  causing  the 
world's  first  known  counterfeiter  to  appear  in 
Persia  the  next  day. 

404  B.C.  The  Peloponnesian  War  has  been 
going  on  for  27  vears  now  because  neither  side 
can  find  a  treaty  writer  who  knows  how  to  spell 
Peloponnesian. 

214  B.C.  Tens  of  thousands  of  Chinese  labor 
for  a  generation  to  build  the  1,500  mile  long 
Great  Wall  of  China.  And  after  all  that,  it  still 
doesn't  keep  the  neighbor's  dog  out. 

1  B.C.  Calendar  manufacturers  find  them¬ 
selves  in  total  disagreement  over  what  to  call 
next  year. 

79  A.D.  Buying  property  in  Pompeii  turns 
out  to  have  been  a  lousv  real  estate  investment. 

432  St.  Patrick  introduces  Christianity  to 
Ireland,  thereby  giving  the  natives  something  in¬ 
teresting  to  fight  about  for  the  rest  of  their  re¬ 
corded  history. 

1000  Leif  Ericsson  discovers  America,  but 
decides  it's  not  worth  mentioning. 

1125  Arabic  numerals  are  introduced  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  enabling  peasants  to  solve  the  most  battling 


problem  that  confronts  them:  How  much  tax  do 
you  owe  on  MMMDCCCLX  lira  when  you're  in 
the  XXXVI  percent  bracket? 

1456  An  English  judge  reviews  Joan  of 
Arc's  case  and  cancels  her  death  sentence.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  for  her,  she  was  put  to  death  in  1431. 

1492  Columbus  proves  how  lost  he  really  is 
bv  landing  in  the  Bahamas,  naming  the  place  San 
Salvador,  and  calling  the  people  who  live  there 
Indians. 

1508  Michelangelo  finally  agrees  to  paint 
the  ceiling  of  the  Sistine  Chapel,  but  he  still  re¬ 
fuses  to  wash  the  windows. 

1522  Scientists,  who  know  the  world  is  flat, 
conclude  that  Magellan  made  it  all  the  way 
around  by  crawling  across  the  bottom. 

1568  Saddened  over  the  slander  of  his  good 
name,  Ivan  the  Terrible  kills  another  100,000 
peasants  to  make  them  stop  calling  him  Ivan  the 
Terrible. 

1607  The  Indians  laugh  themselves  silly  as 
the  first  European  tourist  to  visit  Virginia  tries  to 
register  as  "John  Smith". 

1618  Future  generations  are  doomed  as  the 
English  execute  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  but  allow  his 
tobacco  plants  to  live. 

1670  The  Pilgrims  are  too  busy  burning 
false  witches  to  observe  the  golden  anniversary 
of  their  winning  religious  freedom. 

1763  The  French  and  Indian  War  ends.  The 
French  and  Indians  both  lost. 

1770  The  shooting  of  three  people  in  the 
Boston  Massacre  touches  off  the  Revolution.  200 
years  later,  three  shootings  in  Boston  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  just  about  average  for  a  Saturday  Night. 

1779  John  Paul  Jones  notifies  the  British,  "1 
have  not  begun  to  fight!"  and  then  feels  pretty 
foolish  when  he  discovers  that  his  ship  is  sinking. 

1793  "Let  them  eat  cake!  becomes  the  most 
famous  thing  Marie  Antoinette  ever  said.  Also, 
the  least  diplomatic  thing  she  ever  said.  Also,  the 
last  thing  she  ever  said. 

1799  Translation  of  the  Rosetta  Stone  finally 
enables  scholars  to  learn  that  Egyptian  hiero¬ 
glyphics  don't  say  anything  important.  "Dear 
Ramses,  How  are  vou?  I  am  fine." 

1805  Robert  Fulton  invents  the  torpedo. 

1807  Robert  Fulton  invents  the  steamship 


so  he  has  something  to  blow  up  with  his  torpedo. 

1815  Post  Office  policy  is  established  as  An¬ 
drew  Jackson  wins  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans  a 
month  after  he  should  have  received  the  letter 
telling  him  the  War  of  1812  is  over. 

1840  William  Henry  1  larrison  i^  elected 
president  in  a  landslide,  proving  that  the  cam¬ 
paign  motto,  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too"  is  so 
meaningless  that  very  few  can  disagree  with  it. 

1850  Henry  Clay  announces,  "I'd  rather  be 
right  than  president,"  which  gets  quite  a  laugh, 
coming  from  a  guy  who  has  run  for  president 
five  times  without  winning. 

1859  Charles  Darwin  writes  "Origin  of  the 
Species".  It  has  the  same  general  plot  as  "Planet 
of  the  Apes,"  but  fails  to  gross  as  much  money. 

1865  Union  Soldiers  face  their  greatest  chal¬ 
lenge  of  the  war:  getting  General  Grant  sober 
enough  to  accept  Lee's  surrender. 

1894  Thomas  Edison  displays  the  first  mo¬ 
tion  picture,  and  everybody  likes  it  except  the 
movie  critics. 

1903  The  opening  of  the  Trans-Siberian 
Railway  enables  passengers  from  Moscow  to 
reach  Vladivostok  in  eight  days,  which  is  a  lot 
sooner  than  most  of  them  want  to  get  there. 

1910  The  founding  of  the  Bov  Scouts  of 
America  comes  as  bad  news  to  old  ladies  who 
would  rather  cross  the  street  by  themselves. 

1911  Roald  Amundsen  discovers  the  South 
Pole  and  confirms  what  he's  suspected  all  along: 
It  looks  a  helluva  lot  like  the  North  Pole! 

1924  Hitler  is  released  from  prison  four 
years  earlv,  after  convincing  the  parole  board  that 
he  is  a  changed  man  who  won't  cause  any  more 
trouble. 

1930  Pluto  is  discovered.  Not  the  dog,  stupid, 
the  planet.  The  dog  wasn't  discovered  until  1038 

1934  As  if  the  Great  Depression  weren't  giv¬ 
ing  businessmen  enough  headaches,  Ralph 
Nader  is  born. 

1938  Great  Britain  and  Germany  sign  a 
peace  treaty,  thereby  averting  all  possibility  ot 
WWII. 

1944  Hitler's  promise  of  Volkswagens  tor 
all  Germans  as  soon  as  they’ve  won  the  war 
doesn't  prove  to  be  as  strong  an  incentiv  e  as  hi' 
had  hoped. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1935-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Beautiful  golden  toned 
surfaces . 975 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  gem 
specimen  of  the  lowest  mintage  Mercury  dime,  a 


coin  of  exquisite  quality . 1,195 

1936  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  golden  toning . 325 

1937-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1937-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1937-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1937- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1938- D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 109 

1938-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  deep  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 265 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 359 

1940  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 235 

1940  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1940-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light 

blue  toning . 110 

1940-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1941- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS) . 69 

1941 - S  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  gold  toning . 115 

1942  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1942- D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1942-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 


Les  R.  Docks 
"Officially"  Writes 

"Dear  Dave: 

"RE:  'Officially  Official?'  in  your 
May-June  1999,  Rare  Coin  Review: 

"I  officially  commend  you  for  your 
comment  about  the  use  of  the  word  'of¬ 
ficial'  applied  to  price  guides.  I've  been 
disdainful  of  the  practice  for  years.  The 
first  sentence  of  the  introduction  to  my 
American  Premium  Record  Guide  reads: 

"  'There  is  nothing  'official'  about 
this  or  any  other  price  guide.'  " 

"This  statement  has  appeared  in 
each  edition  since  the  first,  in  1979. 

"Although  I  buy  few  coins  these 
days,  I  do  enjoy  your  books  and  publi¬ 
cations. 

"Best  wishes,  and  keep  up  the  good 
work." 


1943  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  champagne  iridescence. 58 


1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 17 

1943-D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1943-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning . 65 

1943-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1943-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought  a 

group  of  PCGS  beauties!  Buy  one  for . 59 


Use  this  listing  to  build  your  own  set  of  choice  Mint 
State  Mercury  dimes.  We  offer  a  combination  of  high  technical 
(numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus  reasonable  mar¬ 


ket  price. 

1944-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1944-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1944-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 42 

1944- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 25 

1945- S  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1945-S  Micro  s.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 


1945-S  Micro  s.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 
little  gold  and  blue  toning  through  the  date.  895 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

We  offer  a  modest  selection  of  20-cent  pieces,  an 
interesting,  short-lived  denomination.  As  might  be 
expected,  emphasis  is  on  the  1875-S,  really  the  only 
issue  made  in  significant  numbers  for  circulation. 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  1,150 
1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  highlights 
on  satiny  surfaces.  A  lovely  example  of  the  most 


popular  issue  in  this  ephemeral  series . 1,150 

1875-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning . 450 


Quarter  Dollars 

We  are  pleased  to  present  a  very  nice  selection  of 
quarter  dollars,  commencing  with  the  1806,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  into  the  present  century.  Along  the  way  you 
will  find  many  scarce  "types"  as  well  as  rare  dates 
and  varieties.  Lots  of  new  purchases!  Lots  of  beauti¬ 
ful  coins! 


Early  Quarter  Dollars 


1806  Browning-3.  VF-35  (NGC).  Very  attractive.  995 
1806  B-3.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece. ...  995 

1806  B-3.  VF-25 .  735 

1818  B-2.  VF-30  (AN ACS).  A  nice  original  piece.  365 
1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-25 . 319 


Rare  1822  Quarter  With  25/50C  Reverse 


1822  25/50C  B-2.  VG-10.  Medium  golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  lighter  high  points.  A  few  tiny  marks 


are  present,  but,  more  importantly,  the  blundered 
reverse  denomination  is  plainly  evident  to  the 
unaided  eye.  A  popular  and  desirable  raritv. 
Pleasing  for  the  assigned  grade . 4,250 

The  engraver  thought  he  was  making  a  die  for  a  half 
dollar  and  started  cutting  "50"  rather  than  "25" !  This  error  was 
soon  discovered,  and  the  proper  25  number  was  cut  over  the 
mistake.  The  result  is  known  today  as  the  "25  over  50c" 
variety.  After  it  was  used  in  1822  it  apparently  went  on  the 
shelf  and  was  not  employed  again  until  mated  with  an  1828 
obverse  die  six  years  later.  As  the  most  notable  quarter  dollar 
die  blunder  of  its  era,  the  inclusion  of  an  example  in  a  cabinet 
has  always  been  a  high  order  of  priority  for  specialists. 

1825/3  B-2.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces  show  strong  lustre  for  the  grade,  with 
deeper  gold  and  rose  toning  in  the  recessed  areas. 


Scarce  so  fine . 1,295 

1825/3  B-2.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1825/3  B-2.  EF-40  (NGC) . 765 


Lovely  1828  B-l  Quarter 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  silver 
gray  specimen,  mostly  prooflike,  with  attractive 
golden  iridescence  on  the  high  points.  Rare  so 
fine . 1,550 

1831  B-l.  Small  Letters.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Beautiful 
champagne  surfaces . 995 

Die  Notes:  Perfect  obverse.  The  reverse  die  is  cracked 
from  the  base  of  2,  through  the  olive  leaves  and  wing  tip,  to  the 
base  of  UNITED,  angling  through  STAT  to  the  top  of  ES. 
Another  crack  is  seen  from  the  center  of  5  through  the  top  of  C 
and  continues  faintly  through  all  three  arrow  heads. 

1831  B-5.  AU-55  (NGC).  A  nice  original  piece.  ...  685 

1833  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lovely  blue  and  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 875 

1833  B-2.  EF-40  (NGC).  A  nice  specimen  of  the  date, 

variety,  and  grade . 295 

Die  notes.  The  reverse  die,  used  to  strike  this  variety 
and  also  1834  B-l,  has  only  two  vertical  lines  in  each  shield 
stripe.  All  other  reverse  dies  of  the  series  have  three  lines  in 
each  vertical  stripe 

Mint  State  1834  B-3  Quarter 

1834  B-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lively  silver  gray  surfaces 

show  splashes  of  electric  blue  and  gold  on  the 
obverse,  even  medium  gold  toning  on  the  reverse. 
Nicely  struck  and  graced  with  the  overall  appeal 
of  a  slightly  higher  grade . 1,395 

Die  notes:  Although  Browning  originally  described 
this  variety  with  the  obverse  perfect,  a  light  die  crack  extends 
from  the  rim  above  star  8  through  the  very  top  of  the  cap, 
continuing  to  the  field  above  star  7.  This  crack  is  visible  on  the 
Browning  Plate.  The  reverse  has  a  crack  through  ST  A,  curving 
down  over  the  eagle,  joining  the  top  of  the  wing  on  the  right, 
and  extending  through  R1C. 

1834  B-5.  Rarity-6.  VF-35 . 525 

1835  B-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nice  original  sur¬ 
faces . 695 

Die  notes:  The  obverse  is  lightly  cracked  through  the 
base  of  5  and  to  the  right.  Light  clash  marks  extend  down  from 
Liberty's  ear. 


-  TO  ORDER  - 
CALL  TOLL-TREE 

1-800-222-5993 
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1836  B-2.  Rarity-3+  AU-50  (PCGS) . 695 

Die  notes:  The  obverse  die  has  two  cracks  through  the 
stars,  the  first  extending  through  stars  12  and  13,  the  other  from 
the  rim  through  stars  1 1 , 10, 9, 8,  and  continuing  to  the  top  of  the 
cap,  with  a  branch  continuing  above  the  cap  toward  star  7. 

Near-Gem  Mint  State  1838  25C 


1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-64  (NGC).  Beautiful  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces,  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper 
of  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  Rare  at  this  grade 
level  and  very  desirable.  Now,  have  you  ever  seen 
so  many  options  among  quarters  of  this  date  and 

type?  Check  the  next  listings  as  well! . 4,950 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lovely  or¬ 
ange-gold  and  pewter  gray  iridescence  on  frosty 
surfaces.  A  tiny  drift  mark  is  seen  near  the  fourth 
obverse  star.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the 
Capped  Bust  design  type,  which  by  this  time  was 
anachronistic  in  the  silver  series  (save  for  the  half 

dollar) . 1,045 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50.  Very  attractive  with 

light  champagne  surfaces . 595 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 
just  a  whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Another  coin  from  this  pivotal  design  year  in  the 
quarter  dollar  series;  the  Liberty  Seated  design 
made  its  debut  later  in  1838 .  595 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 


Mint  State  1839  No  Drapery  25c 

1839  No  Drapery  at  elbow.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous 
golden  gray  surfaces  exhibit  lively  rose,  gold,  and 
electric  blue  iridescence.  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  appealing  for  the  assigned  grade. ...  1,695 
1840-0  With  Drapery  at  elbow.  MS-60.  Very  lus¬ 
trous.  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  A  few 
notches  quality-wise  above  the  usually  seen  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue.  A  very  appealing  design,  as 
the  motifs  and  inscriptions  are  surrounded  by 
generous  areas  of  blank  field,  imparting  a  cameo 

appearance . 1,260 

1844-0  EF-45  (AN ACS) . 195 

1844-0  EF-40 . 165 

1849  AU-58  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  gold  and  am¬ 
ber . 365 

1852  AU-58  (AN ACS).  Rich  golden  highlights  on  lus¬ 

trous  silver  gray  surfaces.  A  scarcer  date  than  its 
mintage  implies,  particularly  in  higher  circulated 
grades . 475 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-62  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and 

lustrous  example  of  the  popular  Arrows  and  Rays 
design  (which  made  its  only  appearance  in  1853; 
the  1854-55  quarter  dollars  had  arrows  at  the  date 
but  nr>  rays  on  the  reverse) . 1,225 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 

a  whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 595 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  450 
1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  surfaces . 1,295 

Choice  Mint  State  1854  Quarter 


1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 
hint  of  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  Not  a  great 
rarity  by  any  means,  but  quite  elusive  in  this 
combination  of  high  grade  and  beautiful  appear¬ 
ance . 2,750 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
rich  golden  red  toning  at  the  rims.  A  nice  coin  for 

the  grade . 1,395 

1854  Arrows.  AU-53  (ANACS) . 255 

Rare  Mint  State  1857-S  Quarter 
Specialists  Take  Note! 


1857-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Nice  lustre  with  light  rain¬ 
bow  iridescence.  A  superb  quality  example  of  a 
grade  seldom  encountered,  even  when  great  col¬ 
lections  come  to  market.  The  specialist  will  truly 
appreciate  the  opportunity  to  acquire  this  rarity 
which  combines  a  Mint  State  grade  with  sharp 
striking  and  high  aesthetic  appeal.  A  truly  excit¬ 
ing  coin . 3,850 

Mint  State  1858-0  25<r  Rarity 


1858-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  gray  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  with  splashes  of  lively  blue,  pink,  and  gold 
iridescence  on  both  sides.  A  plentiful  date  in  cir¬ 
culated  grades,  but  a  rarity  of  some  importance  in 
Mint  State  (as  is  true  of  many  early  New  Orleans 
issues  in  various  series).  Sharply  struck  in  all  ar¬ 
eas . 2,950 

1861  AU-58 . 215 

1863  Breen-4036.  MS-61  (ANACS)  Ibis  well-struck 


example  has  wonderful  eye  appeal.  Miss  Liberty 
is  frosty  and  the  fields  are  champagne  with  light 

amber  peripheral  toning . 630 

1864  Proof-63  Frosty  with  light  champagne  sur 

faces . 1,095 

1867  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  A  key  date  in 
any  grade . 695 


Likes  Our 

1825  Quarter  Dollar 

The  following  is  from  George  P. 

"Dear  Dave  and  Staff; 

"1  just  wanted  to  let  you  know  how 
happy  1  was  with  the  1825  Browning-1 
quarter  dollar  1  just  bought  from  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena.  It  is  everything  I  have 
come  to  expect  from  your  company.  1 
noticed  the  coin  in  your  inventory  for 
quite  some  time  and  I  was  wondering 
if  it  may  have  'problems.'  Well  my 
good  friend  Karl  Moulton  assured  me 
it  was  a  nice  coin,  and  boy  was  he 
right!  I  shouldn't  have  any  doubts 
when  it  comes  to  your  coins  for  sale. 
This  just  adds  to  the  proof  that  you  sell 
accurately  graded  fine  coins!  1  guess 
early  quarters  just  can't  move  as 
quickly  as  more  popular  coins.  And  as 
always  anvone  1  speak  to  on  the  phone 
at  B&M  is  a  pleasure  to  talk  to! 

"I  hope  I  am  not  being  rude  by  ask¬ 
ing  you  a  favor,  but... would  it  be  pos¬ 
sible  for  you  to  send  me  a  photocopy  of 
Rare  Coin  Review  #18  (8/73)?  Breen 
states  in  the  Browning  book  there  is  an 
EF/  AU  piece  for  sale  with  an  enlarged 
illustration  of  the  date.  1  have  been 
looking  for  a  few  years  for  Rare  Coin 
Review  #18  from  literature  dealers,  but 
I  haven't  been  able  to  purchase  a  copy 
yet.  I'll  gladly  pay  postage,  etc.  Don't 
worry  if  you  can't  do  this.  1  know 
you're  very  busy. 

"In  closing  I  hope  you  stay  healthy 
and  keep  up  the  great  research  that 
you  are  well  known  for,  and  that  B&M 
outlives  everyone  well  into  the  next 
century! 

"PS:  I  can't  wait  to  get  the  Walter  H. 
Childs  Collection  catalogue!" 

Editor's  comment:  Thank  you  George. 
The  photocopy  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
has  been  sent. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


A - 

Proof  1873  Arrows  Quarter 
1873  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Nice  frosty  devices 
enhanced  by  mirrored  fields.  Always  in  demand 
for  inclusion  in  type  sets.  Rare  so  nice! . 1,695 

Choice  1873  With  Arrows  Quarter 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  near-gem 
quarter  with  beautiful  champagne  highlights 
on  satiny  surfaces.  Always  popular  as  a  type 
coin,  particularly  when  so  finely  preserved. 
We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased  with  the  qual¬ 
ity!  . 2,690 


Mint  State  1873  Arrows  25C 


1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

An  important  and  popular  type  coin . 2,250 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  desirable  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set. .  1,095 
1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 


light  golden  peripheral  toning . 950 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning  on  satiny 

lustrous  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  grade . 569 

1876  AU-58  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  toned  in  pewter 

gray  and  the  reverse  is  brilliant . 175 


1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Struck  from 
Comstock  Lode  silver  in  an  era  in  which  overall 
metal  market  prices  were  declining,  prompting 
western  politicians  to  do  something  (which  hap¬ 
pened  with  the  Bland-Allison  Act  on  February  28, 


1878) .  1,150 

1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 1,150 


Curious  1877-S  Over  Horizontal  S  25C 


1877-S/S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  mintmark  was 
first  punched  in  a  horizontal  position,  the  error  was 
realized,  another  S  was  added  to  the  die,  in  the 


correct  position . 3,350 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 525 


Frosty  1885  25<C 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  centers  with  attrac¬ 
tive  rainbow  peripheral  toning.  Low  mintage  is¬ 
sue,  today  rare  in  any  grade . 1,850 


Brilliant  and  Rare  1885  25C 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very 
nice  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  Liberty  Seated 
quarter . 1,850 


Numismatic  Copycats 


The  following  letter  arrived  from  Victor 
Annaloro  the  other  day: 

"The  reason  I'm  writing  is  that  in  Rare 
Coin  Review  #130  on  page  32  is  a  short 
commentary  on  the  Mercury  dime  design 
from  Dr.  Charles  Weber.  He  makes  note 
about  suspicions  that  Weinman  took  his 
design  from  ancient  Roman  Republic  de¬ 
narii.  I  agree  completely  and  the  similar¬ 
ity  is  quite  obvious.  This  isn't  the  only  act 
of  —  dare  I  say? — plagiarism  in  the  art  of 
coin  design. 

"In  the  field  of  so-called  dollars  popu¬ 
larized  years  ago  by  the  Hibler-Kappen 
book,  among  the  medals  issued  for  the 

1915  Panama  Pacific  Exposition  there  are 
more  than  a  few  pieces  whose  designs 
can  be  traced  back  to  ancient  coinage  de¬ 
signs.  Most  obvious  is  the  use  of  Winged 
Victory  on  the  prow  of  ships  apparently 
going  through  the  newly  opened  Panama 
Canal.  One  Victory  is  really  classical  in 
that  she  is  headless.  (See  HK  nos.  404  and 
409).  This  design  is  also  seen  on  a  Roman 
denarius  of  Octavian  (Augustus)  issued 
in  the  years  32-29  BC  (see  Sear  catalogue, 
No.  458).  I'm  sure  this  design  goes  back 
even  further,  to  the  Greeks,  because  the 
Romans  adored  everything  Greek. 

"Also  in  this  series  of  medals  (Pan-Pac 
Expo),  if  you  look  at  HK-405  from  1915 
you  wonder  if  A. A.  Weinman  was  in¬ 
spired  by  this  piece  for  his  design  of  the 

1916  Walking  Liberty  half  or  did  he  use 
the  French  franc  of  the  era  for  ideas?  In 
any  event,  the  design  is  hardly  original  in 
concept. 

"Another  (and  well  known)  obvious 
act  of  plagiarism  occurred  back  in  1923 
and  involved  artist  and  medalist  Chester 
Beach  who  produced  the  models  for  the 
Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial  commemo¬ 
rative  half  dollar.  His  advisor  at  the  time 
was  none  other  than  James  Earle  Fraser. 
The  reverse  of  this  piece  is  an  exact  dupli¬ 


cate  of  a  medal  designed  and  copyrighted 
by  Ralph  Beck  in  1899  for  the  Pan-Ameri¬ 
can  Exposition  of  1901  held  in  Buffalo, 
NY.  This  design  was  actually  used  as  the 
Seal  of  the  Exposition! 

"It  seems  that  Beck  complained  of  the 
more-than-obvious  plagiarism,  but  his 
claim  was  denied  by  Mr.  Fraser  who 
stated  that  he  never  saw  Beck's  designs. 
Any  rational  human  being  who  sees  both 
of  the  items  knows  who  was  telling  the 
truth  and  who  was  obviously  lying.  And 
this  from  a  personage  of  such  high  es¬ 
teem  and  standing!  At  least  on  this  mat¬ 
ter,  Fraser  was  an  idol  with  clay  feet,  a 
phony.  No  copyright  suit  was  ever  filed, 
so  this  is  lost  in  the  past,  except  if  you 
have  a  good  numismatic  library. 

"The  last  similarity  I  will  address  in¬ 
volves  a  so-called  dollar  and  a  United 
States  pattern  coin.  A  very  odd  pairing, 
yes?  If  you  will  look  at  HK-1,  the  Erie 
Canal  Opening  Medal  of  1826,  designed 
by  Charles  Cushing  Wright  ('the  first 
die-sinker  in  the  country')  and  look  at 
the  reverse,  you  will  be  struck  by  the 
very  strong  similarity  of  the  design  for 
the  eagle  perched  on  a  globe  with  the  re¬ 
verse  design  of  an  eagle  perched  on  a 
globe  on  the  pattern  quarter  dollar  of 
1792  illustrated  in  the  Guide  Book ,  the 
Judd  and  Pollock  books,  and  elsewhere. 
This  quarter  dollar  was  designed  by  Jo¬ 
seph  Wright  (no  relation  to  C.C.  Wright, 
I'm  told)  back  in  1792  a  full  30  years  be¬ 
fore  the  Erie  piece  and,  in  fact,  before 
C.C.  Wright  was  born!  I  find  it  difficult 
to  believe  that  the  second  Mr.  Wright 
did  not  see  or  was  inspired  by  the  work 
of  the  first  Mr.  Wright. 

What  are  your  thoughts?  This  is  a 
very  interesting  subject  and  you,  Dave, 
could  probably  do  a  nice  article  on  it. 

Editor's  comments:  Victor,  you've  AL¬ 
READY  done  a  nice  article!!! 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1888-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  beautiful  rain¬ 


bow  iridescence . 795 

1888-S  AU-55 . 195 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,050 


Barber  Quarters 


Our  offering  of  Barber  quarters  includes  a  nice 
selection  of  date  and  mintmark  varieties,  carefully 
purchased,  and  guaranteed  to  please. 


1892  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 195 

1892  AU-55.  Light  pewter  grey  surfaces . 139 

1892  AU-53 . 119 

1892-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1892-0  MS-60 . 295 

1892-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 189 

1892- S  AU-50 .  285 

1893  MS-63.  Attractive  champagne  surfaces . 325 

1893- 0  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 375 

1893-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  gold  toning.  335 

1893- S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 295 

1894  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1894  Proof-63  (PCGS),  Brilliant.  There  is  lots  of  value 

to  be  had  at  the  Proof-63  market  price  level.  645 
1894  MS-62.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 285 

1894- 0  AU-55.  Doubled  Mintmark.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 259 

1894-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1894-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1894-S  AU-58.  Light  golden  surfaces . 235 

1894-S  AU-50  (NGC) . 189 


1895  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden 


peripheral  toning . 169 

1895-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 425 

1895- 0  EF-45.  Lightly  toned . 125 

1896  AU-58.  Attractive  golden  surfaces . 185 

1896- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 695 

1896-0  VF-30 . 275 

1896- 0  VF-20 . 245 

1897  AU-50.  Brilliant . 129 

1897- 0  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold 

peripheral  toning . 695 

1897-S  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  gold  and  blue  toning.  665 

1898  AU-58.  Brilliant . 155 


1898-0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Golden  toning.  Scarce  in 
Mint  State.  Just  how  scarce  is  not  known,  but 
probably  no  more  than  a  few  hundred  exist  in  all 


of  numismatics . 895 

1898-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 475 

1898-0  VF-25 . 155 

1898- S  AU-55.  Deep  golden  surfaces . 235 

1899  AU-50.  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper  of  golden 

peripheral  toning . 129 

1899- 0  AU-55.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning.  .  295 

1900  MS-60.  Brilliant . 185 

1900  AU-55.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 155 

1900- 0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 435 


Choice  Mint  State  1900-S  25C 
1900-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  choice  for 
the  grade.  Pale  golden  halos  enhance  the  periph- 


1,475 


1900-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 210 

1900- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 125 

1901  AU-55.  Brilliant . 149 

1901  AU-53 . 135 

1901- 0  AU-55.  Golden  surfaces  with  green  and  blue 

peripheral  toning . 725 

1902  AU-58.  Light  golden  surfaces . 149 

1902- 0  AU-58.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces . 169 

1902-S  MS-62.  Lustrous  golden  centers  highlighted 

by  amber  peripheral  toning . 595 

1902- S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned  . 280 

1903  AU-58.  Brilliant . 159 

1903  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 125 

1903- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Wonderful  lustre  with  light 

champagne  surfaces.  A  very  scarce  variety  in  this 
high  grade . 1,350 

1903-0  AU-55.  Light  rainbow  iridescent . 299 

1903- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  lilac  ton¬ 
ing  surrounding  Miss  Liberty . 665 

1904  AU-55.  Champagne  surfaces . 135 

1904- 0  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  attractive  amber  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 495 

1905  MS-60.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 185 

1905- 0  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  golden  toning . 450 

1905- S  AU-58.  Golden  and  amber  surfaces . 280 

1906  MS-63.  Light  gold  toning . 235 

1906- D  AU-58.  Light  gray  surfaces . 195 

1906- 0  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 239 

1907  Proof-60.  Very  low  Proof  mintage  this  year.  350 

1907  AU-58.  Brilliant . 149 

1907- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 219 

1907-D  AU-50 . 185 


1907-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 
golden  toning.  A  rarity  at  this  grade  level.  Not 
often  is  a  piece  of  this  quality  offered  for  sale.  For 


the  connoisseur  this  is  a  find . 1,195 

1907- 0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 169 

1908  AU-58.  Golden  surfaces . 149 

1908- D  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 129 

1908-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 165 

1908-0  AU-53  (ANACS).  Very  attractive . 135 

1908- S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 595 

1909  MS-60 . 155 

1909  AU-55.  Golden  surfaces . 135 

1909- D  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 175 

1909-D  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 165 

1909-D  AU-53 . 159 

1909- S  MS-62.  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces . 465 

191 0- D  AU-58.  Deeply  toned . 295 

1911  EF-45.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 99 

1911- D  AU-53.  Brilliant . 510 

1911- S  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 269 

1912  AU-58.  Attractive  golden  surfaces . 149 

1912- S  AU-53.  Light  pewter-gray  surfaces . 255 

1913  EF-45  (NGC).  Low-mintage  date.  Lightly 

toned . 465 

1913- D  AU-53.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 189 

191 3- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 165 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  595 

1914  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 135 

1914- D  AU-55.  Attractive  golden  toning . 135 

1914-D  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 119 

1914-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 1,150 


1914- S  VF-20 .  245 

1915  MS-62.  Brilliant . 210 

1915  AU-58.  Wonderful  rainbow  iridescence . 135 

1915- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,225 

1915-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1915-S  AU-53.  Brilliant . 209 

1915-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 

1916  AU-55.  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces . 135 


Gem  191 6-D  Barber  Quarter 

1916-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  1,495 

191 6-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 

1916-D  AU-53.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 125 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

Quarters  of  this  design,  produced  from  1916  to 
1930,  are  at  once  interesting  and  beautiful.  In  this  issue 
we  offer  a  nice  selection  emphasizing  Mint  State  pieces 
and  rarities.  What  a  nice  start  we  provide  with  a  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  the  1917.  Soon  thereafter  is  listed  not 
one,  but  again  two  specimens  of  an  even  scarcer  coin, 
the  1918/7-S.  Beyond  that  there  are  bound  to  be  other 
quarter  dollars  of  interest,  whether  the  series  is  new  to 
you  or  you  have  been  a  specialist  for  a  long  time. 

Pleasing  1917  Type  1  25c 
1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  A  very  pleasing  ex¬ 


ample  of  this  issue . 1,750 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1917  Type  II.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,025 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,250 


Brilliant  AU  1918/7-S  25C  Rarity 


1918/7-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces 
with  light  toning  around  the  rims.  Overdate 
boldly  defined.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  this 
famous  and  verv  elusive  variety.  If  vou've  been 
seeking  a  high-grade  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  your  search  ends  here . 9,850 


Desirable  1918/7-S  Overdate  25C 


1918/7-S  AU-53  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous  \ 
splendid  coin  that  is  sure  to  please.  A  ke\  to  the 
series . 9,550 
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This  &  That 


RARITY  CREATED?  There  was  such 
a  rush  for  copies  of  our  May  auction  cata¬ 
logue,  "The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure 
Coins,"  that  despite  a  very  generous  print¬ 
ing  with  what  we  thought  would  be 
enough  extras,  we  are  completely  sold  out. 
Thus,  although  all  of  our  auction  cata¬ 
logues  seem  to  be  fairly  collectible  and 
draw  an  interested  audience  in  the  after- 
market,  this  will  be  one  of  the  rarer  ones  in 
modern  times. 

4 

STILL  TRUE  TODAY  IN  1999:  "The 
nickel  pennies  of  1856  are  in  demand 
among  coin  fanciers."  (Philadelphia  Ledger, 
April  8, 1868,  as  quoted  bv  E.L.  Mason,  Jr.) 

4r  4r  4r 

GOLD  IS  WHERE  YOU  FIND  IT: 

"Two  Michigan  men  found  a  football¬ 
sized  hunk  of  clay  bearing  a  half  inch  vein 
of  gold  running  through  it"  in  a  very  un¬ 
likely  location,  the  Mohican  River  in  Ohio. 
( Coin  World) 

4  ^ 

THE  PROCEEDINGS  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  August  31, 
1775,  told  of  a  curious  item.  Wonder  if  any 
exist  today?:  "At  a  meeting  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Safety  held  this  day.  Resolved  that 
Owen  Biddle  provide  a  seal  for  the  use  of 
the  Board,  about  the  size  of  a  dollar  with  a 
cap  of  Liberty,  with  this  motto  'This  is  my 
right  and  I  will  defend  it.'" 

4»  4>  4? 

DISPOSABLE  EVERYTHING 
ELSE,  why  not  disposable  coins?:  "Resi¬ 
dents  of  Pennsylvania  York  County  threw 
away  enough  money  in  the  past  year  to 
buy  an  expensive  new  car,  or  anything 
else  one  might  get  for  $43,000.  Nick 
Bruno,  a  manager  at  American  Ash  Recy¬ 
cling,  said  Tuesday  his  company  found 
that  much  money  — in  coins  — while  sifting 
through  the  county's  incinerated 


trash... Bruno  has  three  big,  white  buck¬ 
ets  full  of  smoky  gray  pennies,  nickels, 
dimes  and  quarters,  twisted  like  choco¬ 
late  coins  left  too  long  on  a  July  dash¬ 
board.  The  coins  ended  up  in  about 
434,000  tons  of  trash  burned  over  the  past 
year...  True  to  AAR's  mission  of  recy¬ 
cling,  the  company  sends  the  coins  to  the 
U.S.  Mint,  where  they  are  melted  down 
and  recast.  The  company  is  compensated 
according  to  each  coin's  face  value..." 
(Associated  Press  release  submitted  bv 
reader  Leonard  Augsburger) 

4  4 

MOXIE  soft  drink  enthusiasts 
mav  want  to  know  about  Nerve  Food 
News,  a  very  enthusiastic  group  of  collec¬ 
tors  and  historians  who  appreciate  the 
traditions  surrounding  a  beverage  that 
once  outsold  Coca-Cola  in  the  northeast 
region  of  America.  Information  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  Kurt  D.  Kabelac,  2783  N. 
Triphammer  Road,  Ithaca,  NY  14850-9756. 

^  4 

RUSSELL  LOGAN  sent  a  note  to  say 
that  a  photograph  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
of  our  Rare  Coin  Review  #129,  sent  in  by 
reader  Theodore  W.  Philips  attributed  to 
National  Geographic  Magazine,  April  1919, 
was  not  actually  from  that  magazine,  and 
must  be  from  a  different  source.  As  was 
noted  in  our  caption,  "This  structure 
erected  in  1792,  was  razed  by  Frank 
Stewart  in  1911;  thus,  this  picture  must 
date  from  before  that  time." 

4*  4*  4* 

WE  NOTICED  the  other  day  in  a 
Smithsonian  gift  catalogue  a  set  of  video¬ 
tapes  titled  Smithsonian's  Great  Battles  of 
the  Civil  War,  and  wondered  if  this  had  to 
do  with  the  Smithsonian's  never-ending 
seeking  of  funds  from  Congress  (which 
has  been  on  going  for  many  years)  or 
what  the  subject  was.  The  Smithsonian 


catalogue  offered  "authentic  reproduc¬ 
tions  of  Harper's  Weekly."  We  have  often 
wondered  if  "authentic  reproductions" 
are  the  same  as  real  fakes. 

GOOD  NEWS,  BAD  NEWS:  In  July 
your  editor  spent  a  week  in  Colorado.  On 
Sunday  we  tried  to  locate  a  copy  of  The  Nczv 
York  Times  in  Woodland  Park,  the  commu¬ 
nity  where  we  were  staying.  No  such  luck. 
Our  object  was  to  get  the  Sunday  crossword 
puzzle,  a  diabolical  challenge  mounted  each 
week  by  Will  Shortz.  Good  news!:  The  Den¬ 
ver  Post  sold  there,  had  The  New  York  Times’ 
Sunday  puzzle.  Bad  news:  It  was  the  puzzle 
from  previous  week  (which  we  had  solved 
before  leaving  home). 

4  4  4 

INTERESTING  COMPARISON:  a 

recent  filler  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal,  titled 
"Collectible  Coins  Shine  Brighter  for  the 
U.S.  Mint,"  began:  "Since  angering  numis¬ 
matists  by  glutting  the  market  a  few  \  ears 
ago,  Congress  authorizes  new  commemo- 
ratives  much  less  frequently,  and  in  vastly 
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smaller  quantities..."  We  were  taken  by 
the  comment  "vastly  smaller,"  as  it  seems 
to  be  an  oxymoronic  phrase,  somewhat  in 
the  nature  of  the  situation  related  by 
James  Thurber  in  his  Years  with  Ross  book, 
in  which  Ross,  editor  of  the  New  Yorker, 
was  teased  by  being  given  a  manuscript 
describing  a  building  that  was  "pretty 
ugly  and  a  little  big  for  its  surroundings." 

<tr 

FRANK  GASPARRO  was  front  row 
center  on  May  12th  at  a  celebration  held  at 
the  Samuel  Fleisher  Art  Memorial  in 
Philadelphia.  To  help  things  along 
we  donated  some  of  the  beautiful 
medals  designed  for  us  by  Frank 
Gasparro  in  past  years.  We  under¬ 
stand  that  these  sold  at  auction  at 
$50  to  $60  apiece,  part  of  nearly 
$5,000  raised  to  set  up  the  Frank 
Gasparro  Sculpture  Studio  at  the 
Memorial. 

4* 

GOOD  CHARACTER,  like  good 
soup,  is  made  at  home.  (Bits  and  Pieces) 

MEDICAL  ADVICE,  1865  style 
(still  useful  today?):  "A  French  physi¬ 
cian  is  out  in  a  long  dissertation  on  the 
advantages  of  groaning  and  crying  in 
general,  and  especially  during  surgical 
operations.  He  contends  that  groaning 
and  crying  are  two  grand  ways  by 
which  nature  allays  anguish;  that 
those  patients  who  give  way  to  their 
natural  feelings  more  speedily  recover 
from  accidents  and  operations  than  do 
those  who  suppose  it  unworthy  to  be¬ 
tray  such  symptoms  of  cowardice  as  either 
to  groan  or  cry...."  ( Harper's  Weekly,  January 
7, 1865). 

4  Jr 

COINS  AND  MUSIC:  "French  Coin 
Dealer  Wins  Piano  Competition"  was  a 
headline  article  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Nu¬ 
mismatist.  The  subject  was  Joel  Holoubek,  a 
Parisian  who  has  been  a  coin  dealer  since 
1990  and  who  "contributes  and  edits  nu¬ 
mismatic  catalogues  in  France." 

Jr  4>  Jr 

THE  SMITHSONIAN  INSTITU¬ 
TION  plans  to  install  a  fine  Wurlitzer  the¬ 
atre  organ  in  a  special  auditorium. 

I  undraising  is  underway  and  is  being  con¬ 


ducted  internationally.  At  last  report,  over 
81%  of  the  fundraising  goal  has  been 
reached.  "We  have  a  wonderful  opportunity 
to  present  the  theatre  organ  to  the  public. 
This  instrument  is  quite  typical  of  the  or¬ 
gans  that  were  installed  and  used  in  the  the¬ 
atres  in  the  silent  movie  days."  Reported  a 
recent  issue  of  the  American  Theatre  Organ 
Society  News.  "We  all  have  a  stake  in  this 
project  and  we  will  all  feel  proud  when  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  pass  through  the  museum 
complex  every  year." 

Jr  Jr  Jr 


ONLY  CLIFF  MISHLER,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  with  Krause  Publications,  would  de¬ 
vote  a  large  part  of  a  page  in  Numismatic 
News  with  enlarged  illustrations  of  such 
things  as  a  1999  Philadelphia  Mint  cent  (an 
ordinary  circulation  strike)  and  other  items 
found  in  pocket  change  on  a  recent  trip. 
We  always  enjoy  what  Cliff  writes— as  his 
narratives  are  filled  with  much  human  in¬ 
terest.  It  is  truly  a  shame  that  someone  like 
Cliff  was  not  on  the  American  scene  200 
years  ago  to  describe  what  coins  could  be 
seen  in  everyday  pocket  change  in  the  year 
1799!  Old-time  contemporary  mentions  of 
coins  are  few  and  far  between. 

J»  J»  Jr 


GOOD  NEWS  FROM  FORT 
WORTH:  according  to  the  Business  Press 
published  in  Fort  Worth,  the  building  that 
formerly  housed  the  coin  business  of  B. 
Max  Mehl,  also  trading  as  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Bank  of  Texas,  is  "being  remodeled 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1.5  million.  It  is  in 
the  city's  Fairmont  historical  district  and 
on  the  highly  significant  and  endangered 
list."  This  according  to  a  recent  notice  in 
The  Asylum,  quarterly  journal  of  the  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Bibliomania  Society. 

Jr  Jr  Jr 

SILVER  DOLLAR  SPECIAL¬ 
ISTS  TAKE  NOTE:  a  Westport,  Con¬ 
necticut,  company  has  announced  a 
new  inorganic  silver  and  sand  com¬ 
pound  that  it  says  will  kill  bacteria 
without  creating  the  resistant  strains 
that  typically  plague  the  medical 
community . . . (Stacy  Higginbotham 
in  Business  Week).  Might  this  mean 
that  collectors  of  silver  dollars  and 
other  people  who  touch  silver  coins 
might  get  health  benefits? 

jr  jr  jr 

SOMETHING  MISSING:  Re¬ 
cently,  your  editor  received  a  mailing 
from  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  stat¬ 
ing  in  part:  "I  think  I  know  something 
about  you.  You  have  above  average 
intelligence  and  a  wide  range  of  inter¬ 
est.  You  work  hard  —  you're  always  on 
the  go.  And,  alas,  you  have  little  time 
for  relaxing  — but  when  you  can  wind 
down,  you  like  your  entertainment  to 
be  intellectually  stimulating.  Am  I 
right?  If  I  am... then  welcome  to  the 
club.  You  belong  in  that  select  group  who 
are  members  of  the  Smithsonian  National 
Associates.  Sounds  fancy,  but  here's  what  it 
really  means..."  However,  as  insightful  as 
the  sender  of  the  letter  (Libby  Adams)  was, 
he  or  she  did  not  know  that  we  have  been 
members  for  many  years! 

J»  J»  Jr 

GOLD  ACTIVE:  the  recent  drop  of 
gold  bullion  prices  on  the  world  market  has 
caused  gold  coins  to  become  more  interest¬ 
ing  than  ever  to  numismatists,  in  a  wax 
this  is  also  reflected  on  the  new  gold  prod¬ 
ucts  made  by  the  Mint,  with  a  headline  in 
Numismatic  Neivs,  July  20, 1999,  "American 
eagle  sales  take  upturn 
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Gem  1918-D  Quarter 

1918-D  MS-65  tl’CGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  strong  lustre. 


A  beautiful  gem  with  strong  eye  appeal . 1,595 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  ...  775 

1918-D  MS-62  FH  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  925 

1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1918-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 329 


A  Winner  in  the  Bass  Sale 

D.H.  writes  from  Colorado: 

“Dear  Dave  and  friends: 

"Never  in  all  my  years  of  coin  col¬ 
lecting  have  I  been  more  excited  by 
one  of  your  coin  auctions  as  that  of  the 
Harry  Bass  Sale  I  you  held  in  May.  I 
submitted  mail  bids  early  on,  and  af¬ 
ter  the  sale  I  excitedly  checked  the 
mailbox  every  day.  On  May  15th  I  at¬ 
tended  a  regional  coin  show  in  Den¬ 
ver  all  day.  Driving  home  that  after¬ 
noon  I  could  hardly  contain  my  antici¬ 
pation  and  nervousness.  Try  to  imag¬ 
ine  how  I  felt  early  that  evening  when 
I  picked  up  that  day's  mail  and  found 
a  letter  from  Bowers  and  Merena.  Try 
also  to  imagine  my  elation  when  I 
found  that  I  have  been  awarded  my 
successful  bids  on  three  very  rare  pat¬ 
terns. 

"For  several  years,  six  to  seven  to 
be  somewhat  accurate,  I  had  bid  on 
rare  occasions  when  one  of  these  pat¬ 
terns  periodically  came  to  market.  But 
1  was  always  unsuccessful.  Now  my 
persistence  and  more  aggressive  bid¬ 
ding  has  finally  been  rewarded,  and  I 
am  ecstatic! 

"At  this  time  I  would  like  to  thank 
you  for  many  past  courtesies  and  nu¬ 
merous  favors.  I  have  come  to  regu¬ 
larly  expect  this  of  you  and  the  many 
fine  individuals  in  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  company.  I  feel  fortunate  in¬ 
deed  to  count  myself  among  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  your  valued  customers. 

"Now  I  would  like  to  permanently 
memorialize  my  successful  purchases 
from  the  Harry  Bass  sale  by  ordering 
the  hard  cover  auction  book.  When  it 
is  ready  you  can  charge  the  cost  to  my 
Visa  card,  the  number  for  which  is  in 
your  files.  My  check  for  your  invoice 
is  enclosed.  Thanks  again." 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1918- S  EF-45  (NGC) . 75 

1919- S  EF-45.  Light  golden  toning . 465 

1919-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  attractive . 465 

1919-S  VF-30 .  259 


Gem  1920-D  Quarter  Dollar 


1920-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  with  deeper  gold  at  the  rims.  Not  easy  to 

find  in  this  high  grade . 2,350 

1920-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 795 

1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  amber  sur¬ 
faces.  A  splendid  specimen! . 1,395 

1920-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 859 

1920-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 249 

1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with  strong  eye 
appeal.  The  lowest  mintage  issue  among  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  quarter  dollars  of  this  design . 1,295 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning . 650 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 650 

1923  MS-60  (PCI).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 
surfaces . 95 

Important  1923-S  Quarter  Dollar 


1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning  at  the  rims.  An  elusive  low-mintage  date  that 


commands  attention  in  gem  Mint  State . 2,350 

1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 


Choice  Full  Head  1924-S  25C 

1924-S  MS-63  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  trace  of 
toning.  Extremely  important  as  Full  Head  ex¬ 


amples  of  this  issue  are  very  rare . 1,695 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Flashy! . 325 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  golden  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 325 


Lustrous  1927-S  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


3,750 


1928-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1928- S  AU-50 . 74 

1929  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1929  AU-58.  Brilliant . 49 

1929  AU-55  (PCI).  Brilliant . 69 

1929- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 625 

1929-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces. .  145 

1930  MS-64  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 285 

1930  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 255 


Washington  Quarters 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  Washington  quarter 
dollars.  Recently  we  played  a  peripheral,  last-minute, 
but  significant  part  in  the  new  design  selection  for  the 
forthcoming  year  2000  New  Hampshire  quarter  dol¬ 
lar.  Perhaps  we'll  print  an  article  about  this  in  a  future 
issue. 

Regarding  Washington  quarters  in  general,  the 
new  "state"  reverses  have  created  a  lot  of  interest.  By 
comparison,  nearly  all  earlier  quarters  are  scarce  in 
Mint  State.  We  predicted  that  a  lot  of  new  interest 
would  develop,  and  if  you  have  been  a  constant 
reader,  you've  already  laid  in  a  supply  of  early  dates. 

1932-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  Scarcest  Washington  quar¬ 


ter . 215 

1932-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1932-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 165 

1932-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 75 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1934  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  obverse 
with  light  gold  toning  on  the  reverse . 795 


1934-D  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  A  highly  important 
variety,  one  that  even  years  ago  was  not  easy  to 
find  in  Mint  State  (although  it  is  not  generally  rec¬ 
ognized  as  a  key  issue,  at  least  not  yet) . 1,125 

1934-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 379 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 379 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  259 

1934- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 225 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  ..  99 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 97 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 

per  of  light  gold  toning.  Lowest  mintage  issue 
among  Proof  Washington  quarters.  Always  in 
demand . 875 

Only  3,837  Proofs  were  struck  in  1 936,  not  onlv  creating 
the  lowest  production  figure  for  any  Proof  Washington  quar¬ 
ter,  but  also  for  any  regular  Proof  coin  from  that  time  to  the 
present  year!  In  1936,  Proofs  of  various  denominations  could 
be  ordered  singly  as  well  as  in  sets,  thus  accounting  tor 
differences  in  mintage  quantities  among  the  various  denomi¬ 
nations. 

1937-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  169 

1938  MS-63  (PCGS).  l  ight  iridescent  toning.  S3 

1939  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2l>5 

1939-D/D  MS-65  (PCGS).  1  ight  amber  toning.  2‘r’ 


1927-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1939-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1941  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1949  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1950-D/S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1950-D/S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 239 

1957-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1960  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1962  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 


Half  Dollars 


The  series  of  early  half  dollars,  particularly  those 
dated  from  1794  through  the  1830s,  are  very  popu¬ 
lar— and  have  been  for  a  long  time.  In  this  issue  we 
offer  many  interesting  coins,  all  graded  carefully  and 
all  priced  to  be  good  values  for  you.  Our  selection 
begins  in  the  Draped  Bust  series. 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 


High-Grade  1803  Half  Dollar 


1803  0-103.  Rarity-3.  Large  3.  EF-40.  Nicely  toned  in 

gold  with  hints  of  blue . 875 

1806  0-105.  Large  Stars,  Knob  on  6.  EF-45  (NGC).  At¬ 
tractive  gray  brown  with  iridescent  toning. ...  895 
1806  O-llla.  6/inverted  6.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Late  die 
state . 1,395 

Capped  Bust , 

Lettered  Edge  Half  Dollars 

1809  0-102.  EF-40 . 235 

Key  1815/2  Half  Dollar 


1815/2  0-101.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning  with 
hints  of  rose  iridescence.  A  lovely  specimen  for 
the  grade.  A  rarity  that  is  always  desirable,  al¬ 
ways  important,  and  always  difficult  to  keep  in 
stock! . 2,350 


Mint  State  1817  0-110  50C 

1817  0-110.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in 
muted  iridescent  golden  gray  and  silver.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  coin  for  the  grade,  with  strong  lustre  and  good 


overall  eye  appeal . 1,995 

1819  0-109.  AU-50 .  249 

1823  0-112.  EF-45 . 139 

1827  0-104.  AU-53 . 219 

1827  0-109.  Rarity-5.  EF-45 .  275 

1827  0-138.  Rarity-4.  EF-45 .  495 

1803  Overton-101.  Large  3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  1829  0-112.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,295 

original  surfaces . 2,350  1830  0-123.  MS-62 .  795 


" Catalogues  Are  Forever" 


The  following  is  from  S.L.: 

"Dear  Dave: 

"I  enjoyed  your  recent  article  in  Coin 
World.  Congratulations  to  Bowers  and  Me- 
rena  for  being  a  'winner'  in  the  Lycos  sur¬ 
vey  of  interesting  Internet  sites  to  visit. 
Keep  up  the  good  work. 

"However,  1  also  share  your  prefer¬ 
ence  for  printed  copies  of  books  and  cata¬ 
logues.  Your  catalogues  are  forever, 
while  Internet  postings  come  and  go- 
like  yard  sales  or  like  mushrooms  after  a 
rain. 

"While  I  love  my  coins— especially  the 


ones  I  have  bought  from  Bowers  and  Me- 
rena  —  I  think  I  love  your  catalogues  even 
more.  Whenever  one  arrives  in  the  mail  it 
makes  my  day.  I  have  a  complete  set  of 
your  Rare  Coin  Reviews  back  to  issue  No. 
53,  and  have  about  half  of  the  issues  be¬ 
fore  then.  I  have  some  feelers  out  with  nu¬ 
mismatic  literature  dealers,  and  when  I 
finish  my  set  I  am  going  to  have  them 
bound  in  cloth. 

"Thank  you  again  for  the  article.  It  is 
the  first  thing  I  read  in  Coin  World  each 
week,  and  sometimes  the  only  thing  I  read 
if  I  am  busy." 


1832  0-103.  Small  Letters.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 129 

1832  0-107.  AU-58 .  325 

1835  0-105.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne 
surfaces  with  nice  cartwheel  lustre . 725 


Forecast:  Coming  up  in  our  November  auction  in  Balti 
more -assuming  that  we  can  find  the  time  to  catalogue  them  - 
are  some  interesting  countcrttamped Capped  Bust  halt  dollars  of 
various  dates,  including  some  from  the  Witham  Collection. 

Capped  Bust , 

Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 


Mint  State  1837  Capped  Bust  50c 


1837  MS-63.  Brilliant . 2,195 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in¬ 
cludes  many  interesting  pieces  within  this  popular 
series.  Over  the  years  many  specialists  in  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  their  headquarters  for  scarce  and  rare 
pieces.  We  invite  you  to  join  them! 

1839  No  Drapery  50C 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-60.  First  year  of  issue  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  design,  and  the  onlv  year  without 
drapery  at  the  elbow  (except  for  "accidental" 
draperyless  issues  made  later  by  resurfacing  dies). 
Always  popular,  quite  scarce,  and  a  fine  addition 
to  a  type  set . 4,950 


Enjoy  Yourself! 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called  the 
world's  greatest  hobby.  If  you're  a  coin 
collector,  either  freshly-minted  or  an  old- 
timer,  we  ll  do  our  best  to  make  numis¬ 
matics  as  enjoyable  as  possible  for  you. 

You'll  enjoy  yourself  as  a  Bowers 
and  Merena  client.  Sign  up  as  a  sub¬ 
scriber  todav! 
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183^  No  Drapery.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Nice  eye  appeal 
with  gold  and  gray  surfaces.  Another  specimen  of 
the  first  major  variety  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series, 
the  No  Drapery  format  was  used  for  only  part  of 

this  year . 795 

1840  Reverse  of  1839.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in 
shades  of  blue,  rose,  and  gold.  Wonderful  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 329 

Unique  1842  Half  Dollar  Variety! 

Small  Date,  Small  Letters 


1842  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Me¬ 
dium  silver  gray  with  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  A  re¬ 
cently  discovered  (and  exceedingly  rare;  probably 
unique  at  the  time  of  this  writing)  variety  that 
shares  a  Small  Date  obverse  of  1842  with  a  Small 
Letter  reverse  of  pre-1842  vintage.  Incredibly 
enough,  the  reverse  that  appears  here  is  currently 
unknown  in  combination  with  any  other  obverse 
die,  which  adds  immensely  to  the  importance  of 
this  coin.  We  suspect  the  coin  will  find  a  new  home 
in  the  collection  of  an  appreciative  Liberty  Seated 
coinage  specialist.  Ex  Stu  Levine  and  Sheridan 
Downey,  the  lucky  former  owners .  49,500 

The  discovery  of  this  important  transitional  piece  was 
announced  in  the  April  6, 1998  issue  of  Coin  World,  as  well  as 
in  the  July  1998  issue  of  The  Gobrecht  journal,  the  house  organ 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club. 


1842  Medium  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1842  Wiley-Bugert-106.  Medium  Date,  Repunched  18. 

EF-45^ . 149 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 109 

1844-0  AU-50 . 219 


1846  Over  Horizontal  6  Blunder 


1846  6  over  Horizontal  6.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  one  of  the  watershed  varieties  in 
the  series.  Apparently,  the  first  three  digits  were 
punched  into  the  die  with  a  three-number  184 
punch,  with  the  final  digit  added  separately  with 
a  single  punch.  Fhe  6  was  positioned  horizontally, 
the  error  was  observed,  and  the  die  was  corrected. 
Fhe  gaffe  is  readily  visible,  with  the  error  6  beneath 
the  correct  one  f  he  present  coin  is  among  the  top 


half  dozen  nicest  we've  ever  handled . 2,195 

1846-0  Tall  Date.  F-12.  Much  scarcer  than  its  Medium 

Date  counterpart . 350 

1847  AU-50 . 219 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 .  266 


Choice  1854-0  Arrows  Half  Dollar 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Experience  teaches 
us  that  the  mintmarked  issues  of  the  1853-1855 
Arrows  coinage  (in  all  denominations)  is  consid¬ 
erably  scarcer  than  the  sometimes  sizable  mintage 
figures  of  those  dates  indicate.  Just  a  thought  for 


the  attentive  collector  to  ponder! . 1,750 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-58.  Heavy  (and  quite  interest¬ 
ing!)  obverse  cracks . 375 

1854-0  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces . 285 

1854- 0  VF-30 . 65 

1855- S  Arrows.  F-15  (PCGS) . 895 

1855-S  VG-10.  First  half  dollar  issue  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  and  a  well-known  rarity . 835 

Although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  business 
in  1854,  quarters  and  half  dollars  were  not  struck  until  1855, 
with  the  dime  following  in  1856  and  the  silver  dollar  in  1859. 

1857  WB-103.  Errant  Date.  EF-40 . 99 

1858  AU-58 .  255 

1858  AU-55 .  235 

1858  AU-50 . 195 

1858  EF-40 . 89 

1858-0  AU-50 . 185 

1859  MS-60 . 395 

1859  EF-40 . 139 

1861  MS-60 . 375 

1861  AU-55 . 219 

1861  AU-50  (PCI) . 189 

1865  AU-50 .  295 

1872-S  EF-45 . 215 


1873  Closed  3.  AU-55  (NGC).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 350 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne 

surfaces . 1,350 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,150 


Lustrous  1873-CC  With  Arrows  50<t 


1873-CC  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC)  Light  golden  toning. 
High  grade  (relatively),  attractive  appearance 
(very),  and  historical  appeal  (immense)  combine 
to  create  a  really  nice  coin! . 4,150 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 


Important  1873-CC  With  Arrows 


1873-CC  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  First  year  that  half  dollars  with  arrows  were 
struck  at  Carson  City.  A  key  issue  in  all  grades, 

especially  in  Mint  State . 3,850 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  peripheral  toning . 1,395 

1874  Arrows.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1877  MS-60.  Light  amber  toning . 349 

1877  AU-50 . 169 


Beautiful  1877-CC  5(K 

1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces 
highlighted  by  golden  peripheral  toning. ..  1,650 

1877-S  With  Drapery.  MS-60 .  345 

1891  MS-63  (ANACS).  Lovely  amber  surfaces  with 
gunmetal-blue  peripheral  toning.  Last  year  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  series . 595 


Barber  Half  Dollars 


Our  offering  begins  with  the  first  year  of  the  issue, 
1892,  and  concludes  with  the  last,  1915.  Along  the 
way  are  some  memorable  rarities  in  high  grades  as 
well  as  very  affordable  circulated  pieces.  We've 
bought  some  really  nice  coins  lately.  Take  your  pick! 


1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 399 

Barber  half  dollars  of  1 892  are  rarer  in  high  grades  than 
might  be  expected.  Very  few  were  saved  as  souvenirs  of  the 
first  year  of  the  type,  for  America  was  agog  about  the  World's 
Columbian  Exposition  (which  opened  its  gates  a  year  late  in 
1893)  and  the  widely  publicized  commemorative  half  dollars 
issued  in  connection  therewith. 


1892  EF-45.  Brilliant . 210 

1892-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 

this  elusive  issue . 619 

1892-0  AU-53.  Brilliant . 525 

1892-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 475 

1892-S  MS-62.  Lustrous  champagne  surfaces. .  1,225 
1892-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  with  highlights 
of  blue  and  gold.  Rare  in  all  grades,  especially  in 

Mint  State . 1,095 

1892-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Check 

the  low  mintage  on  this  variety! . 695 


1892-S  F-15 . 285 

1893  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 419 

1893  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 335 


1893-0  AU-53.  Wonderful  gunmetal-blue  sur¬ 


faces 


415 


1893- 0  EF-40 . 275 

1894  AU-58.  Golden  surfaces .  M0 

1894- 0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 400 

1894  s  l  l  to  I  ightly  toned . 259 

1894-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  I  iglit  golden  surfaces  259 
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1895  AU-55.  Brilliant . 385 

1895-0  AU-50.  Light  pewter  gray  surfaces . 385 

1895-0  EF-45 . 295 

1895- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 450 

1896  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  beautiful  amber  peripheral 

toning . 435 

Wonderful  Gem  1896-0  50c 

1896- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  A  won¬ 
derful  gem  coin,  beautiful  to  look  at,  a  classic  rar¬ 
ity,  and  from  every  aspect  a  numismatic  prize. 
One  of  Dave  Bowers'  finds  on  his  recent  buying 


trip . 11,995 

1896- 0  AU-53.  Very  attractive . 735 

1897  AU-50.  Light  rose  surfaces . 335 

1897- 0  F-12 . 350 

1898- 0  EF-45.  Light  gray  surfaces . 450 

1899  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 369 

1899- 0  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 385 

1899- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 365 

1900- 0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 425 

1900- S  EF-45.  Lightly  toned . 235 

1901  AU-58.  Brilliant . 389 

1901  AU-58  (NGC)...,. . 389 

1901  AU-55  (NGC).  Flashy  lustre  with  light  toning.  339 
1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1901- 0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 575 

1901-S  AU-50. Lightly  toned . 945 

1901- S  EF-45.  A  sharp  specimen  of  one  of  the  best¬ 

loved  and  most  desired  dates  within  the  Barber 
half  dollar  series,  and  a  nice  meeting  point  be¬ 
tween  high  grade  and  solid  value  as  well . 645 

1902- 0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 455 

1902- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 385 

1903  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 395 

1903- 0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  455 

1903- 0  EF-45.  Attractive  pewter  gray  surfaces. ..  245 

1904  AU-55.  Brilliant . 375 

1904- 0  EF-40.  Nicely  toned . 335 

1905  AU-53.  Brilliant . 395 

1905- 0  AU-58.  Lustrous  light  golden  surfaces.  ..  575 

1905- S  EF-45.  Lightly  toned . 265 

1906  AU-55.  Brilliant . 350 

1906- D  EF-45.  A  nice  original  piece . 189 

1906-0  AU-50.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 335 

1906- S  AU-55.  Golden  surfaces . 385 

1907  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 359 

1907  AU-50.  Brilliant . 295 

1907- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 350 

1907-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 395 

1907- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 535 

1908  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 350 

1908- D  EF-45.  Nicely  toned  in  shades  of  blue,  rose, 

and  gold . 210 

1908-0  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 335 

1908- S  AU-55.  Golden  surfaces . 455 

1909  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 735 

1909- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 475 

1909- S  EF-45 .  225 

1910  AU-50.  Deeply  toned . 450 

1910- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 465 

1911  AU-58.  Brilliant . 350 


191 1-D  AU-50.  Deep  gold  toning.  Very  attractive.  285 


1911- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 395 

1912  EF-40.  Lightly  toned . 149 

1912- D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1912-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1912-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 365 

1912-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 365 

1912-D  AU-50 . 315 

1912- S  AU-50.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 345 

1913  MS-62.  Nicely  struck  with  light  gold  toning.  1,150 

1913- D  AU-50.  Golden  surfaces . 310 

1913- S  AU-55.  Champagne  surfaces . 469 

1914  AU-55.  Deeply  toned . 875 

191 4- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 455 

1915  AU-55.  Brilliant . 850 

1915- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 285 

1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  coin 

with  a  tremendous  amount  of  eye  appeal.  Not 
easy  to  find  in  this  combination  of  grade  ami  aes¬ 
thetic  quality . 1,295 

1915-S  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 335 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

News  flash!!!  We've  just  bought  an  old-time  collec¬ 
tion  of  Liberty  Walking  halves,  and  in  the  following 
listings  include  these  pieces  for  vour  selection. 

Welcome  to  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  one  of 


A  Letter  from  Mike  B. 

“Dear  Dave: 

“While  attending  the  evening  session 
program  given  by  you  and  Ken  Bressett 
at  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar,  1  enjoyed 
your  comments  about  the  Walter  H. 
Childs  Collection  and  the  catalogue  you 
were  preparing  at  the  time.  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  receiving  my  copy. 

“As  a  point  of  interest,  at  least  to 
me,  I'm  the  gentleman  who  had  my 
picture  taken  with  you  after  the  bull 
session.  I  am  also  the  guy  that  sent  you 
the  Fuji  film  a  year  or  so  ago.  I  am  quite 
a  fan  of  yours,  primarily  because  of 
your  writing  and  the  good  things  you 
do  for  our  great  hobby.  It  was  your 
book  from  the  early  1980s,  High  Profits 
from  Rare  Coin  Investment,  that  really  lit 
a  fire  in  me  for  numismatics.  As  a 
mater  of  fact,  I  collect  as  many  of  the 
High  Profits  books  that  I  can  find  and 
share  them  out  to  interested  friends. 

“I've  even  found  a  copy  of  your 
1964  edition  of  Coins  and  Collectors.  I 
don't  lend  this  one.  I  wanted  to  let  you 
know  that  you  are  most  certainly  ap¬ 
preciated  for  all  the  creative  works  that 
you  and  your  staff  do." 


America's  favorite  numismatic  series,  and  certainlv 
one  of  the  most  beautiful.  Similar  to  the  situation  with 
Buffalo  nickel  specialists,  many  advanced  buyers  of 
Liberty  Walking  halves  have  made  Bowers  and  Me- 
rena  Galleries  their  headquarters  for  quality  coins 
priced  to  be  excellent  values. 

For  a  long  time  we  have  specialized  in  buving  and 
selling  high-quality  half  dollars  of  the  1916  through 
1947  era.  As  is  the  case  with  Buffalo  nickels,  these-  are 
among  the  most  difficult  20th-centurv  American  coins 
to  locate  in  a  combination  of  high  technical  grade  plus 
good  eye  appeal.  In  fact,  the  "eve  appeal"  part  is  the 
catch.  As  you  may  know,  certified  holders  give  onh 
the  numerical  grade,  but  no  clue  as  to  the  eye  appeal. 
Thus,  we  have  to  do  a  lot  of  searching  to  find  coins 
that,  first,  have  a  satisfactory  numerical  grade,  and, 
second  and  equally  important,  nice  eye  appeal.  More¬ 
over,  the  price  has  to  be  right,  so  we  can  offer  coins  that 
are  a  good  value  to  our  clients  (who  are  among  the 
most  knowledgeable  buvers  in  the  hobbv). 

Designed  by  well-known  sculptor  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  the  Liberty  Walking  motif  made  its  debut 
in  1916,  to  excellent  reviews  by  the  public  and  by 
numismatists.  From  that  time  onward  coinage  was 
fairlv  continuous  through  1921,  and  then  intermittent 
through  1934,  then  continuous  again  from  1934 
through  the  last  year,  1947.  A  popular  wav  to  collect 
these  is  by  forming  a  "short  set,"  either  beginning 
with  1940  or  1941  and  continuing  onward,  or  begin¬ 
ning  with  1934.  Either  way,  all  pieces  are  quite 
affordable  in  nice  grades  such  as  MS-63  and  MS-64, 
although  at  the  MS-65  level  some  of  the  issues  of  the 
1930s  become  a  bit  difficult  to  find. 

We  invite  you  to  look  through  our  listing  care- 
fullv  and  either  begin  a  collection  or  add  to  the  one 
that  you  have  — secure  in  the  knowledge  that  vou  will 
like  the  coins  we  send.  In  fact,  we  guarantee  it. 


1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 


Gem  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  One  ot 
the  nicest  1916-S  half  dollars  we've  ever  had  in 
stock . 4,950 


Lustrous  1916-S  50< 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharplv  struck  and  fullv  bril¬ 
liant.  An  attractive  example . 1,795 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  950 

1917  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  159 

1917  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highlv  lustrous  and  largely  bnl 
liant,  but  with  splashes  of  deep  gold  on  both 
sides .  169 
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Send  us  $145  and  we  will  send  you  over  $300 
worth  of  exciting  publications, 
plus  $50  Worth  of  FREE  books! 


The  "Best  Deal" 
in  Numismatics 

Today 


We  invite  you  to  subscribe  to  all  of  our  periodical  publications.  Do  this, 
and  you'll  be  receiving  approximately  15  issues  of  our  newspaper,  The 
Coin  Collector,  six  copies  of  our  magazine,  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  six 
"Grand  Format  '  "  auction  catalogues  —  plus  other  special  mailings.  All 
told,  it  will  cost  us  well  over  $300  to  produce  and  mail  all  of  the  things 
you'll  be  receiving  for  only  $145  (to  U.S.  addresses)! 

Whether  you  are  just  be¬ 
ginning  your  numis¬ 
matic  interest  or  whether 
you  have  been  a  collector 
for  many  years,  being  on 
the  Bowers  and  Merena 
mailing  list  is  an  absolute 
must.  From  what  we  believe 
to  be  the  world's  finest  in¬ 
ventory  of  choice,  rare,  and 
interesting  United  States  coins 
you  will  receive  listings,  up¬ 
dates,  and  special  offers.  And, 
each  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector 
and  Rare  Coin  Review  is  filled  with 
news,  comments,  and  other  information  of  use  and  value.  Our  auction 
catalogues  will  bring  to  your  doorstep  the  opportunity  to  bid  and  buv 
in  some  of  the  finest  collections  to  be  sold.  As  you  may  know,  our  past 
catalogues  of  such  great  holdings  as  the  Garrett,  Norweb,  New  York 
Public  Library,  Eliasberg,  Brand,  Childs,  and  Bass  col¬ 
lections  have  become  collectors'  items  in  their  own  right. 

You  will  be  front  row  center  in  the  numismatic  commu¬ 
nity  by  accepting  this  invitation  to  subscribe  toour  award¬ 
winning  publications.  As  you  know,  educated  buying  is 
the  kev  to  success  in  today's  world  of  numismatics.  There 
is  no  finer  way  to  learn  about  coins  than  by  being  a 
subscriber  to  the  nation's  finest  numismatic  publications, 
the  award-winning,  information-filled  publications  of¬ 
fered  by  Bowers  and  Merena.  We  offer  you  the  following: 

•  Our  next  12  months  of  superbly  illustrated  "Grand 
format  "  auction  catalogues  featuring  some  of  the  most 
important  rarities  to  cross  the  block  as  well  as  group  lots 


and  other  highly  affordable  items  — 
followed  by  the  corresponding 
prices  realized  for  each  sale  (a  key 
to  market  values) .  (Cover  price  $20- 
$40  per  catalogue) 

•  Our  next  six  Rare  Coin  Review 
issues,  each  containing  an  entic¬ 
ing,  carefully  selected  array  of 
U.S.  coins  and  other  numismatic 
material  priced  for  sale  (in  all  se¬ 
ries  from  half  cents  to  $20  gold, 
from  colonials  to  commemora- 
tives),  as  well  as  informative  ar¬ 
ticles,  the  popular  and  widely 

quoted  Question  and  Answer  Forum,  price  and  market  commentaries, 
and  a  large  offering  of  numismatic  books  at  confidential  discount 
prices.  (Cover  price  $10  per  issue) 

*  Over  15  copies  of  our  illustrated  newspaper,  The  Coin  Collector, 
crammed  with  special  values,  best  buys,  and  new  purchases,  together 
with  lots  of  interesting  reading  material!  (Cover  price  $3  each) 

Purchased  separately,  these  total  over  $300  and,  in  fact,  cost  us  over 
$300  to  produce!  However,  you  don't  have  to  pay  $300  (although  our 
catalogues  are  certainly  worth  this  and  more).  For  just  $145  (to  U.S. 
addresses)  — your  very  best  deal  in  numismatics  today  — all  of  these 
award-winning  publications  can  be  yours!  Right  now,  some  really 
exciting  catalogues  are  in  the  works.  We  know 
you'll  be  delighted! 

And  yes,  about  those  free  books:  You  can  take  your 
pick  of  up  to  $50  list  price  worth  of  books  in  our  Books 
for  Sale  section,  and  we'll  send  them  to  you  as  a  thank 
you  for  subscribing.  And  we'll  pay  the  postage. 

To  order  call  toll-free  (800)  222-5993  and  ask  for 
our  Publications  Department  and  have  your  credit 
card  handy. 

GUARANTEE:  If  after  receiving  our  publications 
for  two  months  you  are  not  1 00"<>  pleased,  just  let  us 
know  and  we  will  send  you  a  FULL  REFUND  and 
you  can  keep  the  catalogues  and  magazines  FREE. 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 975 


Desirable  Mint  State  1917-S  5(K 
Obverse  Mintmark 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this,  one  of  the  most  desirable  issues  in  the 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  series . 2,950 


Key  1917-S  "Obverse"  50< 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-61  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Another  specimen  of  this  key  issue. ..  2,895 


Elusive  1917-S  Obverse  50<t 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS).  A 
rarity  in  the  series,  usually  among  the  last  few 
varieties  to  be  acquired.  Especially  scarce  at  this 
grade  level . 1,450 

Important  1917-S  Reverse  50c 
1917-S  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  very  pleasing.  A  wonderful  example 
with  reverse  mintmark,  the  first  such  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 1,675 


Want  List  Service 

Our  Want  List  program  has  helped 
many  of  our  clients  track  down  elu¬ 
sive  date  and  mintmark  varieties, 
"type"  coins,  and  other  desiderata. 

Interested?  Send  us  a  note  listing 
scarce  or  rare  pieces  (say,  with  a  value 
of  several  hundred  dollars  each  or 
more)  you've  been  seeking.  When  we 
acquire  them,  we  will  send  you  a  quota¬ 
tion.  There's  no  obligation  to  buy;  just 
the  opportunity  to  do  so  if  you  desire. 


1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1918  AU-58 .  295 

Lovely  1918-S  50c 

1918-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1  lighh 
attractive  with  an  above-average  strike.  Guaran¬ 
teed  to  please  or  your  money  back! . 1,975 


Important  1919  Half  Dollar 


1919  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  more 
important  Philadelphia  Mint  half  dollars  in  the 
Liberty  Walking  series . 2,650 


Brilliant  1919  50C 


1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satinv  lustre. 
A  hard-to-find  issue  in  higher  quality . 2,650 


Lustrous  1919-S  50C 

191 9-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lovely  and  lustrous  coin  that 
will  surely  please.  Rare  in  all  high  grades..  1,850 
1919-S  EF-40.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  at  the  EF-40 


level.  A  key  to  the  series . 875 

1919-S  EF-40  (ANACS).  A  very  desirable  example  of 

this  hard-to-find  San  Francisco  issue . 875 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 


Choice  Mint  State  1921-S  50C 


1 921  -S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 
gold  on  the  surfaces.  Slight  weakness  at  central 
obverse  is  typical  of  all  known  examples,  and  of 
most  other  San  Francisco  Mint  issues  as  well  An 
exceedingly  important  opportunity  to  acquire  a 
brilliant  example  of  this  rarity . 20,950 


Important  Key-Date  1921-S  50C 


1921-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece  with  lively 
rose  iridescence  on  golden  gray  surfaces.  An  im¬ 
portant  key  date  in  all  grades,  particularly  in  VF 

or  finer . 2,800 

Three  of  the  most  important  dates  in  the  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollar  series  all  bear  the  date  1921,  these  being,  of 
course,  the  1921, 1921-D,  and  1921-S  issues.  The  1921-S  issue 
has  the  largest  mintage  of  these  three  dates,  and  is  valued 
accordingly  in  grades  of  Good  to  Very  Fine.  In  VF,  the  date 
becomes  more  valuable  in  relationship  to  the  other  two  1921- 
dated  issues,  and  at  "just"  the  EF-40  level,  the  1921-S  half 
dollar  becomes  the  undisputed  king  of  the  entire  series  A 
splendid  VF  example,  such  as  that  offered  here,  affords  the 
"best  of  both  worlds"  to  the  potential  buyer.  The  quality  is 
outstanding,  yet  the  price  is  affordable,  particularly  when 
compared  to  pieces  at  higher  levels  than  that  offered  here. 


1929-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1929-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  toning . 775 

1929-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 215 

1933-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1933-  S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  iridescence.  425 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1934  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1934- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 420 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 229 

1934-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 229 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 


Gem  Mint  State  1934-S  50c 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mainly  brilliant  and  highly  lu--- 
trous  with  a  whisper  of  pale  gold  near  the  rims. 
Sharply  struck  with  virtually  complete  hand  and 


head  details  on  the  obverse.  Elusive  so  fine.  3,250 

1934-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  deep 
golden  toning  circling  Miss  Liberty.  .  675 

1934-S  MS-611.  Brilliant . . 

1935  MS-66  (PC  t S)  Brilliant 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  350 
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1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1935  AU-58.  Brilliant . 38 


Gem  1935-D  Half  Dollar 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 
toning.  A  very  attractive  example  of  this  issue. 
Rather  rare  in  the  context  of  Liberty  Walking  half 


dollars  from  this  decade . 1,550 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1935- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1935-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


Lovely  Gem  Proof  1936  50C 


1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous 
with  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  A  pleasing  gem  with  a  modicum  of  cameo 
contrast  present . 3,695 

Attractive  Proof  1936  50c 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive  example 


with  faint  gold  peripheral  toning . 3,695 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1936  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1936- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1937  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1937- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1937-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1937-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459 

1938  Proof-62.  Brilliant . 435 

1938  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1938  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 


1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  FOCUS  ON  A  RARITY!  We 
have  just  purchased  a  small  group  of  lovely  MS- 
65  (PCGS)  specimens  of  this,  the  lowest-mintage 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  of  the  1930s.  If  you 
want  one,  you've  come  to  the  right  place . 975 

A  kfv  issue  rr#  the  era,  the  lowest  mintage  business 
strike  half  dollar  of  the  lcfVK  Only  491, MX)  were  strurk 


1938-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1938-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 295 

1938- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 239 

1939  Proof-65. (AN ACS  papers).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1939- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1939- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 129 

1940  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1940  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1940-S MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1940- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 459 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1941  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1941-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 76 

1941-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 76 

1941-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

Gem  1941-S  Half  Dollar 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,475 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1941-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 215 

1941-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 109 

1941-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 


Subscribe  Today! 

If  you  are  an  active  collector,  please 
join  us  as  a  subscriber! 

Many  wonderful,  interesting, 
value-filled  catalogues  will  come  your 
way  if  you  do! 

It's  as  easy  as  A-B-C,  as  easy  as  pie: 

The  cost  is  $145  (to  U.S.  addresses), 
for  which  vou'll  receive  a  year's  worth 
of  our  periodicals  (which  cost  us  over 
$300  to  produce  and  deliver  to  you;  this 
why  we  solicit  subscriptions  only  from 
active  numismatists),  the  most  ac¬ 
claimed  price  lists,  private  periodicals, 
and  auction  catalogues  in  numismatics! 

PLUS,  you  can  take  your  pick  of  up 
to  $50  list  price  worth  of  books  in  our 
Books  for  Sale  section,  and  we'll  send 
them  to  you  as  a  thank  you  for  sub- 
scribing.  And,  we'll  pay  the  postage. 

Here's  all  you  do:  Take  out  your 
credit  card,  call  toll-free  1  -800-222- 
5993,  and  charge  your  subscription  on 
the  spot. 


1941- S  AU-55  (PCI).  Brilliant . 341 

1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant .  4751 

1942  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  475' 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109* 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 551 

1942  MS-64  (Hallmark) . 55' 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1942  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 55 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1942- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  toning . 365 

1942-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 229 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1942-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 73 

1942-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 73 

1942-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 24 


Superb  Gem  1942-S  50*1 


1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity  so 


fine! . 2,150 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 579 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 579 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1942- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1943  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1943  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 27 

1943  AU-55.  Brilliant . 11 

1943- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1943-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1943-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1943-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 2C 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightlv  toned . 695 

1943-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gold  surfaces.  435 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1943-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1943- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  IS 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

1944  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 4' 

1944- 1)  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . <v 

1944-D  MS-63  Brilliant .  55 


54 
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1944-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1944-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1944-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 550 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1944-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 52 

1944- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 209 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1945  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-62.  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945  AU-58.  Brilliant . 18 

1945  AU-55.  Brilliant . 15 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliar^. . 55 

1945-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1945-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1945-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1945-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1945-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1945- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  149 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 149 

1946  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1946  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1946  MS-62.  Brilliant . 34 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1946-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1946-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 


Discover 

Bowers  and  Merena 

If  you  like  QUALITY  coins,  as  we 
do,  and  you  want  excellent  VALUE  for 
your  money,  discover  Bowers  and  Me¬ 
rena  Galleries  by  placing  a  trial  order 
today.  Do  this,  and  you'll  be  a  client  for 
many  years.  In  fact,  some  of  our  clients 
have  been  with  us  since  we  started  our 
business  in  1953!  (The  number  gets 
smaller  each  year,  due  to  the  human 
predicament  of  not  being  able  to  live 
forever!) 


1946-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 34 

1946-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1946-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 145 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 145 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1946-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1946- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 47 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1947  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1947  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1947  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1947- D  MS-66  (NGC)  Brilliant . 750 

1947-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1947-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1947-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Franklin  half  dollars  have  been  selling!  And,  we 
have  been  buying!  All  of  this  equates  to  our  having  a 
very  nice  inventory,  one  that  will  please  the  condi¬ 
tion-conscious  buyer.  The  completion  of  a  set, 

1948-1963,  is  within  the  reach  of  just  about  everyone. 
If  you're  on  a  budget,  consider  MS-63,  equivalent  to 
choice  Mint  State.  If  you  have  extra  funds  in  your 
checking  account,  consider  MS-64  or  MS-65.  Our  se¬ 


lection  is  of  very  high  quality. 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 185 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 185 

1948-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1948-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1948- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1949  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1949  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  toning . 125 

1949  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1949- D  MS-64  FBL  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  light  golden  toning . 295 

1949- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 295 

1950  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 295 

1950  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1950  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1950  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1950- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1950-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces. ..  189 

1950- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1951  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1951  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1951 - D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1951-D  MS-64.  Brilliant .  55 

1951-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 19 

1 951  -S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1951- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1952  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS) . 205 

1952  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  yellow  peripheral  toning . 5 

1952  MS-64.  Brilliant . 37 

1952- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1953  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1953  MS-65  Brilliant . 235 


1953  AU-55.  Brilliant . 12 

1953-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1953-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1953- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1954  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 28 

1954  MS-63.  Brilliant . 17 

1954- D  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 45 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1954-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 58 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1954-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1954-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 22 

1955  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 62 

1955  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1955  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1956  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1956  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1956  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  45 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1956  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1957  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1957  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 95 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1957  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-60.  Brilliant . 12 

1957-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1957- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  amber  toning . 70 

1958  MS-64  (NGC)  Nicely  toned . 19 

1958  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1958- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 45 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1959  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 245 

1959  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightlv  toned .  145 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1959  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1959  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1959- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

While  we  have  a  groat  stock  of  Franklin  halt  dollars,  it 
will  help  vou  and  also  help  us  it  vou  have  second  choices  in 
mind  when  you  telephone,  tax,  or  mail  \  our  order 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  175 

1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  55 

1959-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1959-D  MS-63.  Brilliant .  14 

1960  Proof -65  Brilliant .  14 
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1%0  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

I960  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1960  MS-64  FBL  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1%0  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1960  MS-64.  Brilliant . 23 

I960  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 23 

1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1960-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1960-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 14 

1960- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1961  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1961  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1961  MS-65.  Brilliant . 285 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  gold  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 285 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1961  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

1961  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1961  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1961- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 425 

1961-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1961-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces. ..  28 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 28 


1961-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1962  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1962  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1962  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1962- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1962-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1962-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1962-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1962-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 28 

1962-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1962- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1963  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1963  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  toning  on 

the  rims . 85 

1963  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1963- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 85 


1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3=3 

1963-D  .MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 19( 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . w 

1963-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 141 

CHOICE  MS-63  SPECIAL  GROUP!  As  a  group,  one! 
each  of  1962, 1962-D,  1963,  and  1963-D.  Special,, 
one  group  per  customer: . 54 

Silver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars  have  long  been  a  specialty  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  over  the  years 
we  have  helped  form  many  of  the  finest  collections 
ever  assembled.  The  present  listing  begins  with  a 
truly  memorable  1795  Draped  Bust  variety -and 
continues  to  include  many  other  choice  and  inter¬ 
esting  pieces  among  Draped  Bust  dollars,  1836 
Gobrecht  dollars,  some  attractive  Liberty  Seated 
dollars  from  a  nearly  complete  set  recently  pur¬ 
chased,  and  a  virtual  panorama  of  Morgan  and 
Peace  dollars. 

_ Draped  Bust  Dollars 


First  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


1795  Bowers  Borckardt-51.  AU-50  (PCGS).  First  die  in 
American  coinage  to  use  the  Draped  Bust  obverse 
design.  A  lovely  specimen  that  combines  high 

grade  and  attractive  appearance . 9,100 

1799  BB-154.  VG-8.  A  nice  type  piece  with  a  few 
scratches  noted  on  the  reverse  for  accuracy,  and 

priced  accordingly . 495 

1799  BB-166.  F-15  (PCGS).  An  attractive  1799  dollar. 
Ideal  for  a  type  set . 735 

Exceptional  1802  Silver  Dollar 

1802  BB-241.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  of 
exceptionally  high  grade  and  quality . 6,995 


James  A.  Simek  Writes 


"Dear  Dave, 

"I  recently  received  the  copy  of  your 
latest  book,  The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan.  I  suppose  that  I  should  say 
thank  you  for  writing  such  a  nice  volume, 
but  instead  I  have  to  say  that  I  was  quite 
disappointed!  Disappointed  because 
much  of  the  work  I  had  planned  to  do  the 
day  the  book  arrived  didn't  get  done 
since  once  I  opened  the  book  and  began 
to  read  it,  I  COULDN'T  PUT  IT  DOWN 
FOR  HOURS!! 

"Seriously  though,  and  all  kidding 
aside,  I  sat  down  and  began  to  read  it,  and 
before  I  knew  it,  several  hours  had  passed 
by  without  my  even  realizing  it!  That,  to 
me,  is  one  of  the  prime  factors  in  deter¬ 
mining  whether  a  work  is  good  or  not! 

"My  congratulations  to  you  on  another 
in  a  long  series  of  good  works.  I  am  al¬ 
ways  amazed  at  the  amount  of  new,  fresh, 
and  interesting  material  you  manage  to 
come  up  with  when  you  publish  a  book, 
and  I  always  look  forward  to  the  next 


one's  appearance  because  I  know  I'll  enjoy 
reading  it  as  much  as  all  the  others  I  have 
in  my  library. 

"The  amount  of  research  that  went  into 
this  particular  one  must  have  been  stag¬ 
gering,  but  the  way  in  which  your  story  is 
told  truly  makes  it  come  across  as  a  labor 
of  love.  That  is  another  indicator  to  me  of 
the  book's  true  value. 

"I  have  to  tell  you  that,  over  the  years, 
your  work  has  enriched  my  numismatic 
(and  general)  knowledge  considerably,  and 
for  that  I  am  grateful.  Your  enthusiasm  and 
willingness  to  share  your  knowledge  with 
others  has  been  a  big  influence  on  me  (and 
to  countless  others  too,  I'm  sure),  and  for 
that  I  join  in  with  my  gratitude. 

"Dave,  thank  you  for  playing  a  major 
role  in  making  this  hobby  of  ours  interest¬ 
ing,  rewarding,  and  meaningful.  It  is  very 
much  appreciated! 

"Very  truly  yours," 

James  A.  Simek 
NumisGraphic  Enterprises 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries -and  always  has 
been -since  we  began  business  in  1953. 11 
you  area  serious  numismatist,  let  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  help  you  find  the 
special  pieces  you've  been  looking  for. 
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The  Garrett  Collection  Sales 

The  High-Water  Mark  in  Numismatics 


Evergreen  House,  the  Garrett  family  home  in  Baltimore. 


The  May  1998  issue  o/COINage  maga¬ 
zine  contained  an  article,  “ The  Garretts,"  By 
Tom  DeLorey,  a  well-known  numismatic  writer 
and  researcher.  Your  editor  (QDB)  personally 
catalogued  nearly  all  of  the  Garrett  collection  in 
1979-1981,  with  the  assistance  of  certain  staff 
members  (most  notably  George  Fuld  for  the  Gar¬ 
rett  IV  sale  of  tokens  and  medals).  The  Garrett 
Collection  still  echoes  today  in  the  halls  of  nu¬ 
mismatics,  as  Jpm  DeLorey's  article,  here  ex¬ 
cerpted,  indicates: 

Pinnacles 

Many  historical  forces  have  had  notice¬ 
able  high-water  marks  —  moments  of  glory 
reached  once  and  never  equaled  again. 

Alexander  the  Great  found  his  on  the 
borders  of  ancient  India,  a  land  he  never 
conquered  en  route  to  conquering  the  entire 
known  world,  while  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  reached  its  peak  on  the  slopes  of 
Little  Round  Top,  a  hill  in  Gettysburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Napoleon  Bonaparte  reached  his  per¬ 
sonal  best  in  the  suburbs  of  Moscow,  and 
his  retreat  inspired  the  1812  Overture— 
which  Americans,  for  some  reason,  insist  on 
associating  with  the  Fourth  of  July.  In  my 
own  personal  opinion,  baseball  reached  its 
peak  with' the  1968  World  Series,  before  di¬ 
visional  playoffs  and  ultimately  free  agency 
destroyed  a  once  pleasant  (albeit  insignifi¬ 
cant)  diversion. 

In  the  field  of  American  numismatics, 
the  high-water  mark  was  established  by  the 
four  Garrett  Collection  auctions  conducted 
by  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  two  de¬ 
cades  ago,  between  November  of  1979  and 
March  of  1981. 

The  Garrett  Sale  pushed  the  coin  mar¬ 
ket  to  a  dizzying  height,  supported  in  no 
small  measure  by  the  coincidental  attempt 
by  the  Hunt  brothers  to  corner  the  silver 
bullion  market  in  1979  and  1980,  before  the 


success  of  the  Garrett  Sale  and 
the  utter  collapse  of  the  metals 
boom  led  indirectly  to  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  rare  coin  market  in 
April  of  1981. 

The  Garrett  Family 

The  Garrett  family  had 
come  to  America  from  Ireland 
in  1790,  settling  on  a  farm  west 
of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Shortly  before  the  turn  of  the 
19th  century,  two  of  the 
family's  sons  went  on  a  trap¬ 
ping  expedition  across  the  Ap¬ 
palachian  Mountains  into  the 
Ohio  River  valley,  bringing  out 
furs  which  were  the  only  prof¬ 
itable  export  of  the  region  at 
that  time. 

One  of  these  brothers, 

Robert,  then  relocated  down 
the  Susquehanna  River  to 
Chesapeake  Bay,  and  thence  on  to  the  thriv¬ 
ing  seaport  of  Baltimore,  where  he  appren¬ 
ticed  himself  into  the  merchant  trade.  Even¬ 
tually,  he  formed  a  partnership  which  en¬ 
gaged  itself  in  the  Ohio  Valley  trade,  bring¬ 
ing  out  agricultural  products  (such  as  whis¬ 
key,  a  more  profitable  version  of  corn  than 
corn  itself)  and  sending  in  plows  and  axes 
and  other  manufactured  goods. 

After  his  first  wife  died,  he  dissolved 
the  firm  and  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and 
the  retail  side  of  business— but  after  marry- 
ing  a  lady  from  Baltimore,  he  returned  there 
and  once  again  entered  the  Ohio  Valley 
trade. 

During  most  of  this  time,  freight  was 
carried  in  Conestoga  wagons  up  and  down 
the  Cumberland  Road,  reaching  the  Ohio 
River  from  Baltimore  in  as  "few"  as  18  days. 
Much  of  this  road  survives  today  as  the 
eastern  end  of  the  National  Road,  also 


known  as  U.S.  40. 1  once  drove  as  much  of 
this  road  as  1  could  from  Sidney,  Ohio,  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  1  highly  recommend 
it  (if  only  once)  as  a  scenic  alternative  to  the 
high-speed  Interstate  70. 

The  western  trade,  however,  was  not 
Robert  Garrett's  only  interest.  Being  located 
in  a  major  seaport,  he— and  later  his  sons 
Henry  Stouffer  Garrett  (born  in  1818)  and 
John  Work  Garrett  (born  in  1820) -shipped 
goods  everywhere  from  New  England  to 
the  Caribbean.  The  company  surv  ived  the 
Panic  of  1837  quite  well,  and  during  the 
Mexican  War  of  1846  sold  provisions  to  the 
U.S.  Armv  in  Mexico.  During  the  California 
Gold  Rush,  the  firm  built  ships  which  sailed 
around  Cape  Horn  to  San  Francisco. 

Family  members  also  made  money  in 
the  banking,  real  estate,  and  hotel  indus¬ 
tries.  They  were  investors  in  many  impor¬ 
tant  firms  and  public  utilities  in  and  around 
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the  Baltimore  area,  and  by  1850  were  a  ma¬ 
jor  financial  force  in  seeing  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad  reach  the  Ohio  River  at 
Wheeling,  Virginia,  bv  way  of  western 
Maryland. 

The  B&O  played  an  important  part  in 
keeping  Washington  connected  to  the  rest  of 
the  Union  during  the  Civil  War.  After  the 
Battle  of  Antietam  in  September  of  1862,  John 
Garrett  took  President  Abraham  Lincoln  to 
the  battle  site  in  a  private  car  and  was  photo¬ 
graphed  there  by  Matthew  Brady  standing 
next  to  Lincoln  and  Gen.  George  McClellan. 

In  The  Histon /  of  United  States  Coinage  as 
Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection,  Q.  David 
Bowers  quotes  a  personal  letter  from  Lin¬ 
coln  to  John  Garrett  asking  him  to  do  every¬ 
thing  he  could  to  supply  more  coal  to  Wash¬ 
ington  to  fuel  its  coal  gasification  plant,  lest 
the  city  be  left  in  the  dark,  without  dimin¬ 
ishing  the  supply  of  goods  for  the  Army. 

Bowers  goes  on  to  repeat  a  tribute 


from  Lincoln  declaring  John  Garrett  "the 
right  arm  of  the  federal  government  in  the 
aid  he  rendered  to  the  authorities  in  pre¬ 
venting  the  Confederates  from  seizing 
Washington,  and  securing  its  retention  as 
the  capital  of  the  loyal  states." 

When  the  westernmost  county  in  the 
panhandle  of  Maryland  was  divided  into 
two  counties  in  1872,  the  new  county  thus 
formed,  where  John  Garrett  had  a  summer 
home,  was  named  Garrett  County  in  his 
honor. 

T.  Harrison  Garrett 

John  Work  Garrett  had  two  sons,  Rob¬ 
ert  Garrett  (b.  1847)  and  Thomas  Harrison 
Garrett  (b.  1848).  Both  attended  Princeton 
University,  and  both  developed  an  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  fine  arts  such  as  history,  mu¬ 
sic,  and  drama. 

T.  Harrison  Garrett  began  collecting 
Shakespearean  folios  while  still  at  the  uni¬ 
versity,  later  expanding  his  horizons  to  col¬ 
lect  prints,  Oriental  art,  rare  books,  manu¬ 
scripts  and  autographs  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 


T.  Harrison  Garrett 


While  at  school  in  New  Jersey,  he  ap¬ 
parently  acquired  a  New  Jersey  copper  of 
the  Confederation  period,  and  from  that 
humble  beginning  launched  an  astonishing 
collection  of  U.S.,  ancient,  and  modern 
world  coins. 

Like  most  collectors,  he  began 
by  collecting  U.S.  coins  by  date,  for 
mintmark  collecting  would  not  be¬ 
come  popular  until  the  1890s.  As 
his  interests  grew  more  widespread, 
he  extended  his  collection  backward 
into  the  colonial  era,  eventually  pur¬ 
chasing  the  entire  Edward  Maris  ref¬ 
erence  collection  of  New  Jersey  cop¬ 
pers. 

T.  Harrison  Garrett  also  col¬ 
lected  European  coins  and  medals 
after  1500  and  had  a  small  but  in¬ 
teresting  selection  of  ancient  Roman 
and  Greek  coins,  but  his  primary  in¬ 
terest  was  in  American  coinage.  He 
quickly  assembled  a  remarkable  col¬ 
lection. 

Highlights  from  the  collection  in¬ 
cluded  the  Berg  specimen  of  the  1804 
silver  dollar,  the  Newlin  specimen  of 
the  1802  half  dime,  an  1827  quarter, 
two  1815  half  eagles  (the  second  one 
an  upgrade  of  the  first)  and  nearly 
complete  runs  of  Proof  gold,  silver,  and 
minor  coins  from  1862  up  until  hi^ 
death  in  a  yachting  accident  at  age  40  in 
1888. 1  lad  his  collection  been  disposed 
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of  at  that  time,  it  probably  would  have  been 
considered  one  of  the  10  greatest  sales  of  the 
19th  century. 

Robert  Garrett 

Fortunately,  T.  Harrison  Garrett  had 
three  sons— John  Work  Garrett  (b.  1872), 
Horatio  Whitridge  Garrett  (b.  1873)  and 
Robert  Garrett  (b.  1875).  Though  Horatio 
died  young  in  1896,  the  other  two  sons  both 
eventually  inherited  their  father's  love  of 
numismatics. 

Robert  was  distracted  along  the  way 
by  other  things,  such  as  an  extended  family 
tour  of  Europe  and  the  Middle  East  as  his 
widowed  mother  sought  a  change  of  scen¬ 
ery  for  herself  and  her  teenage  sons.  His 
visit  to  the  Holy  Land  later  led  to  a  serious 
interest  in  archaeology,  and  in  1930  he 
helped  finance  a  major  excavation  of 
Antioch. 

Apparently,  Robert  also  was 
impressed  by  Athens,  and  as  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Princeton  in  1896  he  orga¬ 
nized  an  unofficial  American  Olym- 

J 

pic  team  consisting  of  himself 
and  three  other  students  who 
traveled  to  Athens  (at  his 
mother's  expense)  for  the 
first  modern  Olympic 
games.  There,  Robert  won 
two  gold  medals, 
in  the  shot  put  and 
the  discus  throw, 
and  also  two  silver 
medals,  in  the 
broad  jump  and 
the  high  jump. 

Throughout  his 
life,  Robert  wag  ac¬ 
tive  in  promoting 
sports,  and  he  was 
a  major  supporter 
of  the  Baltimore 
parks  and  recre¬ 
ation  system  and 
the  Baltimore 
YMCA. 

His  interest  in 
the  long-stored 
coin  collection  did 
not  begin  to  de¬ 
velop  until  the 
early  part  of  the 


present  century.  It  is  fortuitous  for  numis¬ 
matics  that  instead  of  keeping  the  collection 
in  his  downtown  office  where  a  few  tokens 
and  medals  were  stored,  his  American  col¬ 
lection  and  many  other  gems  were  on  loan 
display  at  Princeton.  In  the  meantime,  Balti¬ 
more  was  ravaged  by  a  great  fire  in  1904, 
and  Garrett's  office  was  reduced  to  ashes 
and  the  medals  to  molten  blobs. 

The  intact  main  collection  was  re¬ 
trieved  from  Princeton,  then  through  an  ill- 
advised  decision,  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chapman  brothers  of  Philadelphia  to 
be  inventoried,  an  undertaking  which 
lasted  from  1905  to  1918,  complicated  by  the 
Chapmans'  dissolving  their  partnership  in 
1906.  During  this  time,  Robert  continued  to 
buy  complete  sets  of  Proof  coins  from  the 
U.S.  Mint  to  keep  the  collection  up 
to  date,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  enjoyed  co-owning 
the  collection  along  with  his 
brother  John. 

John  Work  Garrett 

John  Work  Garrett  took 
possession  of  the  collection  in 
1919,  and  in  1921  purchased 
Robert's  interest  in  the  American 
part  of  it  for  more  than  $32,000. 
He  retired  from  the  diplomatic 
service  in  1922,  and 
after  running  un¬ 
successfully  for  the 
U.S.  Senate  in  that 
year,  set  out  to  en¬ 
joy  both  his  retire¬ 
ment  and  his 
wealth. 

Many  great 
collections  came  on 
the  market  in  the 
1920s,  and  John 
Work  Garrett  was 
there  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  opportu¬ 
nities.  The  most  im¬ 
portant  was  the 
Ellsworth  Collec¬ 
tion,  purchased  for 
$100,000  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  New 
York  Citv  dealer 
Wavte  Raymond, 


/olm  Work  Garrett  and  two  important  coins 
from  the  Garrett  Collection:  an  1827  quarter 
dollar  and  a  1792  Birch  cent  pattern. 


by  Tom  DeLorey 


which  provided  Garrett  with  his  most  sig¬ 
nificant  American  numismatic  purchase,  the 
set  of  four  1783  Nova  Constellatio  patterns 
in  silver.  These  patterns  represent  the  first 
decimal  coins  struck  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  of  America  — and  though  they  were 
rejected  because  their  base  unit  did  not  fit  in 
with  the  reality  of  the  coinage  in  circulation 
at  the  time,  they  strongly  influenced  the  ul¬ 
timate  adoption  of  a  decimal  system  in 
1792.  Also  included  in  the  Ellsworth  Collec¬ 
tion  were  a  1787  Brasher  doubloon  and  a  re¬ 
markable  selection  of  California  gold  coins. 

In  1929,  John  Garrett  was  asked  by 
President  Herbert  Hoover  to  come  out  of 
his  retirement  from  the  diplomatic  corps  to 
serve  as  ambassador  to  Italy,  a  post  he  held 
for  four  years.  Upon  his  return,  his  collect¬ 
ing  activity  was  somewhat  subdued  by  the 
economic  realities  of  the  Great  Depression, 
though  he  did  buy  things  he  liked,  such  as 
the  unique  F.D.  Kohler  $50  gold  ingot, 
which  he  acquired  for  $8,500  in  1931. 

Bv  1940,  however,  he  was  in  ill  health 
and  was  turning  down  offers  of  new  acqui¬ 
sitions.  He  died  in  1942 -and  when  his  wife 
died  in  1951,  she  left  the  coin  collection  to 
The  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  Baltimore, 
which  had  been  founded  bv  Johns  Hopkins, 
a  friend  of  John  Work  Garrett's  grandfather 
and  namesake. 

The  Garrett  Sales 

The  university  displayed  the  collection 
for  many  years,  but  ultimately  decided  that 
it  was  not  in  the  museum  business  and  re¬ 
moved  the  coins  to  a  safer  place.  There  they 
sat  until  the  then-curator  of  the  collection, 
Carl  W.A.  Carlson,  recommended  that  the 
university  "put  on  the  market  a  selection  of 
duplicates  and  related  numismatic  redun¬ 
dancies  in  American  coinage.”  Subse¬ 
quently,  678  lots  were  placed  in  the  Stack's 
sale  of  March  12  and  13, 1976. 

One  marvels  at  the  use  of  the  term  "re¬ 
dundancies,"  as  Lots  393  through  559  were 
U.S.  Proof  gold  coins  starting  with  five  $3 
gold  pieces  of  1855  through  1859  and  con¬ 
tinuing  on  through  gold  Proof  sets  of  1862- 
64, 1867-72, 1875, 1878, 1881-88, 1890, 1894- 
1900,  and  1903-06  offered  individually  as 
singles.  Apparently,  it  was  felt  that  the  Proof 
gold  series  could  be  represented  w  ith  t\  pe 
coins,  rather  than  with  date  sets. 
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The  sale  did  quite 
well,  and  ultimately  en¬ 
couraged  the  university  to 
divest  itself  of  the  entire  col¬ 
lection.  The  U.S.  coins  were 
consigned  to  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  of  Los  An¬ 
geles  and  the  first  Bowers 
auction  — commonly  called 
Garrett  I  despite  the  earlier 
Stack's  sale  — took  place  on 
November  28  and  29, 1979. 

By  coincidence,  this  was 
just  as  the  Hunt  brothers  were 
seeing  their  attempt  to  corner 
the  silver  bullion  market  appear 
to  pay  off.  Silver  was  climbing  in 
value,  and  every  coin  shop  was 
making  huge  profits  buying  silver 
coins  and  medallions  over  the  counter 
and  selling  them  to  refineries  at  tre¬ 
mendous  paper  profits. 

Many  coin  dealers  had  more 
money  than  they  knew  what  to  do 
with,  and  many  of  them  naturally 
bought  coins  with  that  money.  Coins 
were  hot,  and  the  well-publicized 
Garrett  coins  were  the  hottest.  The 
four  Nova  Constellatio  patterns  alone 
brought  $507,500,  while  the  finest 
known  1787  Brasher  doubloon 
brought  $725,000  — a  record  that 
stood  for  nearly  a  decade  as  the  high¬ 
est  price  ever  paid  for  any  American 
coin  at  public  auction. 

The  silver  market  peaked  and  then 
crashed  on  January  18, 1980,  and  while  the 
effects  were  devastating  to  the  Hunt  broth¬ 
ers,  the  rare  coin  market  was  not  seriously 
affected,  at  least  initially.  Garrett  II  was  held 
on  March  26-27, 1980,  and  prices  continued 
to  be  high.  The  1804  silver  dollar  went  for 
$400,000,  while  a  Proof  1851  Augustus 
Humbert  $50  gold  piece  (ex-Ellsworth) 
went  for  $500,000. 

Garrett  III,  with  a  fantastic  selection  of 
colonial  coins  and  other  issues,  was  held  on 
October  1-2,  1980.  Again  prices  held  their 
heads  high,  as  collectors  fulfilled  once-in-a- 
lifetime  chances  to  own  many  classic  rari¬ 
ties.  The  highest  prices  in  the  sale  were 
$130,000  for  a  Prooflike  1795  eagle  ($10  gold 
piece),  followed  closely  by  an  A(J  1798/7 
$10  at  $120,000. 
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One  of  the  catalogues  show¬ 
casing  the  Garrett  Collection 
and  the  famous  Brasher 
doubloon  which  held  the  record 
for  highest  priced  U.S.  coin  sold 
at  auction  for  over  a  decade. 


counterstamp  on 
the  eagle's  breast, 
rather  than  the 
wing.  Though  the 
market  was  some¬ 
what  soft  by  this 
time,  the  piece 
brought  $625,000. 
A  1792  Birch  cent 
pattern  brought 
the  respectable 
price  of  $200,000. 


After  the 
Garrett  Sales 

Earlier,  I  said 
that  the  Garrett 
auctions  helped 
contribute  to  the  collapse  of  the  rare  coin 
market  in  April  of  1981.  This  is  speculation, 
of  course,  as  the  primary  cause  was  the  arrival 
of  April  15,  income  tax  day,  in  that  year. 

Everybody  in  the  coin  industry  had 
made  a  lot  of  money  as  the  metals  markets 
peaked  in  early  1980  — and  what  people 
gave  back  as  metals  slumped,  they  more 
than  made  up  for  by  trading  coins  at  fantas¬ 
tic  prices  in  a  bull  market  that  no  one  could 
see  the  end  of. 

A  friend  of  mine  tells  a  story  about 
how  he  bought  a  coin  at  a  show  in  1980  for 
$10,000,  stuck  it  in  his  pocket  and  got  on  a 
elevator  to  go  up  to  his  room.  In  the  eleva¬ 
tor,  he  met  another  dealer  who  saw  the  coin 
through  his  shirt,  asked  him  what  it  was 
and  how  much  it  had  cost  him,  and  offered 
him  a  $2,000  profit  on  it  without  even  look¬ 
ing  at  the  coin. 


by  Tom  Delorey 


The  taxes  on  these  profits  were  due  on 
April  15, 1981.  As  the  Central  States  Numis¬ 
matic  Society  show  opened  in  Lincoln,  Ne¬ 
braska,  about  one  week  before  this  deadline, 
the  market  was  till  very  upbeat.  Many  deal¬ 
ers  were  displaying  purchases  from  Garrett 
IV  at  their  tables,  most  of  which  were  bought 
on  30-day  invoices  which  did  not  need  to  be 
paid  until  April  26. 

Then  one  large  dealer  who  had  a  very 
large  tax  bill  due  the  next  week  suddenly 
began  selling  coins  at  less  than  their  widely 
known  Garrett  IV  prices.  This  panicked  the 
rest  of  the  bourse  and,  like  Wall  Street  in 
1929,  set  off  a  "sell-at-any-price"  stampede. 
By  the  end  of  the  show,  some  coins  were 
being  offered  at  20%  of  the  prices  being 
asked  for  them  at  the  start  of  the  show,  and 
there  were  no  takers. 

The  market  eventually  recovered 
somewhat,  and  1804  dollars  have  since  sold 
for  well  over  a  million  dollars,  though  many 
coins  have  never  again  come  close  to  their 
high-water  marks  of  1979-81. 

The  foreign  and  ancient  coins  and 
medals  in  the  Garrett  Collection,  consisting 
of  almost  5,000  lots,  were  sold  by  Numis¬ 
matic  Fine  Arts,  Inc.,  of  Beverly  Hills,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  and  Bank  Leu  AG  Zurich  in  three 
sessions  held  on  March  16-18, 1984;  October 
16-18, 1984;  and  March  29, 1985. 

The  Bowers  and  Ruddy  auction  cata¬ 
logue  for  Garrett  Collection  Sale  I  contains 
an  excellent  and  much  more  detailed  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Garrett  family  than  possibly 
could  be  given  here,  along  with  many  his¬ 
torical  vignettes  about  the  ancient  coins  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  sale. 

Together  with  the  Bowers  catalogues 
and  the  Bowers  history  mentioned  previ¬ 
ously,  they  make  an  important  addition  to 
any  numismatic  library. 


The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 
as  illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  in  color 
by  coins  from  the  fabu¬ 
lous  Garrett  Collection. 
572  pages,  deluxe 
hardbound.  (BBM- 
130).  List  price  $59.95. 
See  page  109  for  vour 
special  discount. 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

Ai  IlluMtMrd  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Gobrecht  Dollars 


Historical  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 
C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  Base 


1836  Pollock-65,  Judd-60.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Alignment  IV.  Sharply  struck  with  considerable 
remaining  Proof  lustre.  Very  light  hairlines  as  al¬ 
most  always  seen.  A  restrike  probably  produced 
sometime  after  the  summer  of  1859 .  8,550 


Rare  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 
C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  Base 


1836  Pollock-65,  Judd-60.  Rarity-3.  VF-25.  Die  align¬ 
ment  1.  An  original  striking  from  the  1836  year, 
struck  with  Proof  finish  (as  were  all),  and  then 
placed  into  circulation  through  a  Philadelphia 
bank  (as  were  most).  This  is  recognized  as  a  regu¬ 
lar  issue,  not  a  pattern,  although  it  is  listed  in  pat¬ 
tern  books  (as  cited) . 3,950 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

News  flash!!!  We've  just  purchased  a  beautiful 
old-time  collection  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  and  have 
in  stock  some  of  the  "rarest  of  the  rare"  issues  — such 
as  1851  and  1871 -CC,  plus  some  really  rare  issues  that 
are  not  generally  appreciated,  such  as  dates  from  the 
mid-1850s. 

All  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  are  scarce,  and 
many  of  them  are  rare.  And  yet,  prices  for  most  are 
quite  reasonable.  Our  selection  is  marvelous  — one  of 
the  best  ever  in  our  inventory  — and  ranges  from  af¬ 
fordable  "type"  coins  to  landmark  rarities. 


1841  VF-20 . 259 

1842  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 795 

1842  VF-30 . 295 

1845  El  -45.  A  nice  original  piece  with  strong  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 650 

1849  EF-40 . 385 


Key  1850  Liberty  Seated  $1 
1850  AU-50.  Attractive  heather  and  iridescent  toning 
as  usually  seen  only  when  old-time  collections  are 
marketed.  Some  prooflike  surface  (typical  of 
nearly  all  specimens  of  this  date)  can  be  seen 
when  the  coin  is  held  at  an  angle  to  the  light.  The 
1850  dollar,  of  which  only  7,500  were  struck,  has 
long  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
series  — not  a  fantastic  rarity,  but  still  quite  diffi¬ 
cult  to  locate,  especially  in  higher  grades. ..  1,950 
1850-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned.  Scarce  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  issue . 1,095 


Famous  1851  $1  Proof  Rarity 


1851  Restrike.  Proof-62  (NGC).  Centered  date.  A 
lovely  Proof  with  light  brown  toning  over  bright 
silver  surfaces.  As  are  all  Proofs  we've  ever  seen, 
this  is  a  restrike  made  at  the  Mint  circa  1858  or 
so,  when  collectors  who  desired  full  Proof  sets  of 
dollars  from  1840  onward  found  that  such  dates 
as  1851, 1852,  and  1853  were  not  available,  or  at 
least  not  easily  found  in  that  format.  It  seems  that 
all  originals  of  the  1851  dollar  (with  "high  date") 
were  made  in  business  strike  form,  although 
some  are  from  repolished  and  somewhat 
prooflike  dies  after  relapping.  Ditto  for  1853  dol- 


Thonghts  on  Collecting 

Excerpt  from  mi  anonymous  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  John  Reich  Journal  July  1999: 

"Whatever  it  is  that  motivates  us  to 
obsessively  collect  these  beautiful  little 
examples  of  the  engravers'  art  may 
never  be  fully  understood.  I  suspect 
that  the  brain  anomaly  that  compels 
one  to  seek  completeness  in  a  collection 
of  bust  half  dollars,  or  half  dimes, 
might  ultimately  have  lead  the  same 
individual  to  attempt  to  complete  a 
collection  of  matchbook  covers  or  com¬ 
memorative  plates  had  he  not  discov¬ 
ered  the  intriguing  combination  of  art, 
history,  heraldry,  economics,  politics, 
technology  and  folklore  that  comprise 
the  science  of  numismatics." 


lars.  A  few  Proof  1852  dollars  were  made,  but 
these  were  very  rare  by  the  late  1850s.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  at  the  Mint,  circa  1858-18b3,  Proof  restrikes 
were  produced  of  1851, 1852,  and  1853.  Of  these 
three  dates,  the  1851  and  1852  are  formidable 
rarities  in  any  grade,  as  only  a  few  were  made. 
Thus,  the  presently  offered  1851,  a  kev  to  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dollar  series,  will  be  a  showpiece  in 
the  cabinet  of  its  next  owner . 22,500 

Scarce  1853  Dollar 

1853  AU-58.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  light  amber  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 1,695 

1853  AU-50.  An  attractive  specimen  of  this  scarce 
date . 875 


Key  1854  Silver  Dollar 


1854  EF-45.  The  Libertv  Seated  dollars  of  1854, 1855, 
and  1856  are  much  rarer  than  their  mintages  indi¬ 
cate,  as  it  seems  that  manv  if  not  most  were 
shipped  to  China  and  melted  there  (or  in  India, 
after  being  transhipped  to  Calcutta).  Writing  in  the 
American  Numismatical  Manual  in  1859,  only  a  feu 
years  after  this  coin  was  struck,  Dr.  M.W.  Dickeson 
called  the  1854  "rare."  Over  the  years  only  a  few 
business  strikes  of  these  dates  have  appeared  on 
the  market.  And  yet,  current  prices  are,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion,  very  reasonable.  This  coin  will  be  a  prize  in  the 

collection  of  its  next  owner . 3,950 

1856  EF-40.  Lightlv  toned.  "Scarce"  wrote  Dr. 
Dickeson  in  1859,  just  three  years  after  this  issue 
was  struck.  However,  he  could  have  said  "rare" 
without  fear  of  equivocation.  The  1856  is  a  prime 
sleeper,  and  perhaps  todav  is  the  time  to  buy  one! 
In  his  1984  study  published  in  The  Gobrecht  / our - 
nal,  "Availability  of  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  bv 
Grade,"  John  Kroon  noted  that  he  found  22  speci¬ 
mens  (in  all  grades)  of  1855  and  just  18  of  1856. 
Contrasting  this,  the  53rd  edition  of  A  Guide  Book 
of  U.S.  Coins  prices  the  1855  at  $2,400  in  EF-40 
grade  and  the  1856  at  only  $900!  Such  inequalities 
usually  straighten  themselves  out  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  market.  Well,  we  would  be  delighted  to  pav 
irell  above  the  Guide  Book  listings  for  anv  business 
strike  1856  — just  send  them  to  us!  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  this  lovely  1856,  from  the  set  we've  recently 
purchased,  is  not  cheap,  but  in  our  opinion  is  cer¬ 
tainly  worth  our  asking  price  of . 2,295 

1859  AU-50.  A  loveh  specimen  at  this  grade  level  ~5() 
1859  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  pew  ter  gra\  surfaces  with 
hints  of  gunmetal-blue,  rose,  and  gold  toning 
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1859-0  MS-61.  Another  coin  from  the  set  recently 
purchased . 1,095 


Choice  Proof  1860  Dollar 


1860  Proof-63.  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this 

early  Proof  issue.  Scarce  so  fine . 3,250 

1860  EF-45.  Another  coin  from  the  set! . 535 


early  Proof  issue.  Scarce  so  fine . 3,250 

1860  EF-45.  Another  coin  from  the  set! . 535 


Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 

1860-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
available  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  Mint  State,  thus 


a  candidate  for  a  type  set . 1,650 

1860-0  EF-45 . 425 


Mint  State  1861  $1  Rarity 


1861  MS-61.  Brilliant  surfaces  (dipped).  Sharply  struck 

and  quite  attractive  overall.  Perhaps  a  candidate 
for  judicious  re-toning.  In  any  event,  any  Mint  State 
1861  dollar  is  an  extreme  rarity',  and  often  years  will 
elapse  between  our  having  one  in  stock!  From  the 
set.  Satisfaction  guaranteed! . 3,150 

Key  Date  1862  Proof  Si 

1862  Net  Proof-62.  Brilliant.  Cleaned  some  time  ago, 

and  with  some  verdigris.  Net  Proof-62  seems  to  be 
a  good  designation.  The  1862  date  is  very  elusive, 
and  the  current  Guide  Book  catalogues  S950  in  EF- 
40  grade.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  for  this  Proof  at 
just . 1,950 


Don't  Miss  the  Book  Section! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for 
some  really  terrific  buys  on  interesting 
and  valuable  reference  books.  The  same 
30-day  guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get 
with  coins  applies  to  our  books  as  well! 


Memorable  Business  Strike  1863  $1 


1863  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  issue  that  is  very'  rare  in  Mint  State,  and  even 
more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  presented.  A 


find  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 5,795 

1863  EF-45 . 795 

Important  and  Rare  1864  Dollar 

1864  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1865  VF-20.  Scarce . 435 


Lustrous  1866  Dollar 

1866  AU-58  (PCGS).  First  year  with  the  motto  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST.  A  very  attractive  specimen  that  comes 
close  to  the  Mint  State  level  in  quality,  but  not  in 


price!  Ideal  for  a  high-grade  type  set!  . 1,450 

1866  AU-50.  Brilliant . 995 

1866  AU-50  (PCGS) . 995 

1866  EF-45 . 650 

1867  EF-40 . 485 

1868  EF-40 . 465 

1869  EF-40 .  375 


Ever-Popular  1870-CC  Dollar 

1870-CC  EF-40.  Cleaned  long  ago.  Sharp  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Popular  first  year  of  issue  Carson  City  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dollar,  and  the  only  CC  dollar  of  this 


type  that  is  readily  available . 1,450 

1871  EF-40 .  325 


1871-CC  $1  Rarity 


1871-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning.  A  nice 
coin  which  quite  resembles  the  surface  of  various 
Liberty  Seated  dollars  we  delightedly  looked 
through  in  the  early  1960s,  when  a  few  thousand 
mixed  early  dollars  were  included  as  part  of  the 
great  Treasury  release.  The  1871-CC  is,  of  course, 


one  of  the  most  famous  rarities  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  series,  and  with  a  production  quantity  of 
just  1,376  coins,  is  far  and  away  the  lowest  mint¬ 
age  Carson  City  silver  dollar.  A  very  pleasing 
specimen  that  will  be  highly  appreciated  by  its 
next  owner.  From  the  set  of  Liberty  Seated  dol¬ 
lars  recently  purchased . 9,450 

Mint  State  1872  Dollar 

1872  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level . 1,450 

Key  1872-CC  Dollar 


1872-CC  VF-20.  Light  gray  toned  surfaces.  A  nice 
specimen  of  this  scarce  Carson  City  dollar,  a  coin 
with  a  mintage  of  only  3,150  pieces . 2,450 


Lustrous  1872-S  Dollar 


1872-S  AU-55.  Another  prize  dollar  from  the  set  recently 
purchased.  Quite  scarce  in  all  grades,  particularly 
AU  or  higher.  This  is  the  only  collectible  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dollar  with  motto.  3,750 


1873  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,295 

1873  AU-55 .  725 


Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

We  are  the  world's  leading  buyer  of  choice  and 
rare  quality  Morgan  silver  dollars.  On  our  recent  buy¬ 
ing  trip  we  scored  well,  and  as  a  result  this  listing  is 
one  of  the  finest  we've  ever  offered. 

Look  our  selection  over  carefully,  then  call  our  Di¬ 
rect  Sales  Department  (Gail  Watson  and  Janet 
Lavertue).  Before  you  know  it,  some  of  the  most  beau 
tifnl  Morgan  dollars  vou've  ever  seen  w  ill  be  arriving 
in  your  mailbox! 

For  some  issues  one  listing  may  represent  do:en- 
of  specimens  in  our  stock,  while  for  others  a  coin  ma\ 
be  one-of-a-kind.  Thus  our  best  advice  is  to  order  as 
early  as  you  can. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


4 - 

Morgan  dollars  are  one  of  the  most  widely  col¬ 
lected  of  all  American  series.  In  fact,  among  older 
series  they  are  the  most  popular!  And,  why  not?  A  ba¬ 
sic  set  of  dates  and  mints  comprises  slightly  fewer 
than  100  coins,  most  of  which  are  available  in  Mint 
State  for  less  than  several  hundred  dollars  per  coin, 
some  for  a  lot  less. 

As  a  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  vou  can  get 
"a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money"  in  this  series.  A  complete 
collection  of  one  of  each  date  and  mint  of  Morgan 
dollars  is  almost  completely  obtainable,  the  "stopper" 
being  the  1895  Philadelphia  Mint.  If  vou  modify  vour 
goal  to  include  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actually 
struck  for  circulation,  vou  can  put  together  an  abso¬ 
lutely  complete  set.  A  popular  way  to  go  is  to 
purchase  as  manv  as  possible  in  Mint  State,  and  then 
handle  the  scarce  and  rare  issues  one  at  a  time  — such 
as  1889-CC,  1893-S,  and  1895-0.  These  latter  pieces 
can  be  obtained  in  worn  grades  for  reasonable  prices, 
or  in  higher  grades  as  finances  permit. 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1878  8  Tailfeathers. *MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 


Brilliant  1878  Morgan  $1 


1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (7/8  TF).  MS-65.  Brilliant. 

Ever-popular  "changeover"  variety . 3,075 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 365 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 365 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . . r. . 165 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 139 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (  as  normally 

seen).  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 210 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 69 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-60 . 42 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,395 

1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1878-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1878-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Cheap  today,  in  our 

opinion.  The  Carson  City  dollars  have  been  com¬ 
ing  in  for  a  "play"  on  the  market  lately,  and  we 

expect  that  this  is  just  the  beginning . 160 

1878-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 


1878-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 119 

1878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1878-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1878-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1878-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1878- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1879  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1879  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  peripheral  toning . 55 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1879  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 55 

1879- 0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 395 

1879-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1879-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant. .  419 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (NGC) . 215 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  prooflike  reverse . 215 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  125 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  69 

1879-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1879-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  We  recently  purchased 
a  little  hoardlet  of  Independent  Coin  Grading 
[Service]  certified  dollars.  This  new  service,  which 
has  some  fine  people  on  its  staff,  must  have 
latched  on  to  an  old-time  holding.  You'll  find  your 
coin  will  compare  favorably  to  any  others  on  the 
market.  While  a  few  dozen  last,  you  can  buy  one 

for: . ..  129 

1879-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1879-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1879-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1879-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1879-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1879-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Deja  vu  (sort  of,  but 
a  different  service  and  grade):  We  recently  pur¬ 
chased  a  little  hoardlet  of  Professional  Coin  Grad¬ 
ing  Service  certified  dollars.  This  old  service, 
which  has  some  fine  people  on  its  staff,  must  have 
latched  on  to  an  old-time  holding.  You'll  find  your 
coin  will  compare  favorably  to  any  others  on  the 
market.  While  a  few  dozen  last,  you  can  buy  one 

for: . 55 

1879-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1879-S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1879-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1879-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1879- S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 39 

1880  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56 

1880- CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1880-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1880-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 265 

1880-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  GOOD  FORTUNE! 

For  us.  For  you.  We've  just  bought  a  small  group 

of  these.  Put  one  in  y our  collection  for: . 26^ 

1880-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces...  265 

1880-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 239 

1880-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 

1 880-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper 
of  light  golden  and  blue  peripheral  toning.  310 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 


1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1880-S  MS-65  (AN  ACS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  129 

1880-S  MS-65  (AN ACS).  Brilliant .  129 

1880-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant .  1 29 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  129 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1880-S  MS-04  (ICG).  Brilliant . 

1880-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 


1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
popular  varieties  in  the  series.  WOW!  We  |uM 
bought  several  boxes  full  of  this  date,  mintmark, 
grade,  and  certification  service.  If  vou  want  one, 


we  have  one  with  vour  name  on  it!  Each: . 55 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant .  39 

1SS0-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1880-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1880- S  MS-03  (PCI)  Brilliant  .  5m 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  95 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1881  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant .  29 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant .  735 

1881-CC  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 735 

1881-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1881-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 335 


1881-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  MORE  GOOD 
FORTUNE!  We've  just  bought  a  small  group  of 
these,  about  all  we  can  carry  in  two  hands.  There's 
a  place  for  one  of  these  in  your  collection  for:  335 


1881-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1881-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1881-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brilliant . 229 

1881-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 155 

1881-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1881-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1881-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 39 

1881-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 26 

1 881  -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


Tlie  1 881  -S  is  the  most  available  of  the  earlv  Morgan 
dollar  varieties  in  terms  of  sharply  struck,  high-grade  Mint 
State  coins.  We  always  try  to  ha  vea  nice  supply  on  hand  It  you 
have  a  friend  who  might  be  interested  in  Morgan  dollars, 
consider  buying  an  1 881 -S  as  a  gift.  The  recipient  yvill  surely  be 
grateful  and  quite  impressed! 

1 881  -S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1 881  -S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  The  new  ICG  sen  ice 
must  be  hitting  its  stride,  for  on  a  buying  trip  a 
couple  of  months  ago  we  bought  a  whole  bunch 
of  1 881  -S dollars  thev  had  certified.  Actually ,  vou 
would  not  realize  this  unless  we  mentioned  it,  as 
there  is  just  one  listing.  Since  then,  most  have  been 


sold.  1  lowever,  as  we  go  to  press  vou  can  still  bu\ 

an  example  for: . 129 

1 881  -S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1 881  -S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1 881  -S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1 881  -S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1 881  -S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  HOARD  Al  l  R1 ' 
We’ve  just  Knight  a  "bunch."  Add  one  to  vour 
collection  for: . 55 


1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  light  amlvi  pe 
ripheral  toning .  55 
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Join  the  Popularity  Parade!  Build  your  own  collection  through 


Historical  Background 


Morgan  dollars,  first  minted  in  1878  and  last  coined  in 
1921,  were  for  many  years  the  largest  silver  coins  of  the 
American  realm.  Today  they  are  the  most  popular  Ameri¬ 
can  series.  Combine  this  with  the  fact  that  the  majority  of 
dates  and  mintmarks  can  be  obtained  for  relatively  low 
prices  in  beautiful  Mint  State,  and  you  have  all  the  ingre¬ 
dients  of  a  fascinating,  winning,  challenging  collection! 
Struck  at  five  different  mints  and  often  in  large  quantities, 
at  one  times  these  “cartwheels”  were  familiar  sights  in  sa¬ 
loons,  casinos,  and  elsewhere  across  the  land. 

While  many  were  released  into  circulation,  others  were 
held  in  reserve  by  the  Treasury  Department  as  backing 
for  its  paper  Silver  Certificates.  Years  later,  in  fact  until 
the  supply  ran  out  in  March  1964,  these  were  paid  out  at 
face  value.  Today,  Morgan  dollars  are  widely  dispersed 
and  are  appreciated  by  numismatists  who  enjoy 
their  beauty,  history,  and,  a  remarkable  bonus 
shared  by  few  other  early  series,  their  avail¬ 
ability  in  choice  and  gem  Mint  State  for 
very  reasonable  prices. 


lour  Benefits  as  a  Member 

•  Buying  from  one  of  the  world’s  most  established  and  most 
respected  rare  coin  firms—  a  company  with  unsurpassed 
financial  and  professional  credentials. 

•  Premium  Quality,  hand-selected  coins  cherrypicked  to  your 
specifications,  backed  by  our  money-back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction.  In  addition,  each  coin  will  be  graded  by 
PCGS,  NGC,  or  another  grading  service  of  your  choice 
or,  if  you  prefer,  uncertified  to  place  in  an  album. 

•  First  choice  of  coins  we  acquire  from  old-time  collec¬ 
tions,  estates,  our  coast-to-coast  buying  trips,  and  all  new 
purchases  that  cross  our  threshold! 

•  A  4%  discount  on  every  coin!  This  will  mean  additional 
savings  for  you! 

•  A  30%  discount  on  albums  and  holders  in  which  to  store 
and  display  your  collection. 

•  A  20%  discount  on  all  books  we  offer. 

•  A  FREE  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The 
Coin  Collector  for  as  long  as  you  are  a  member! 

•  A  FREE  bonus  book,  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States. 

•  A  personal  checklist  for  you  to  keep  an  inventory  of  your 
collection. 

•  Our  latest  Morgan  dollar  listing  sent  via  e-mail  or  fax 
once  a  week  (upon  request). 


Here’s  How  to  Become  a  Member 

1 .  )  Decide  on  your  monthly  budget,  the  grade  level  you  wish  to  collect,  and  whether  you  prefer  certified  coins  or 
non-certified  coins. 

2.  Choose  your  payment  preference  personal  check  or  credit  card  authorization. 

3.  Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Eavertue  at  1-800-222-5993  and  we  will  take  it  from  there! 

We  want  to  make  it  easy  and  convenient  for  you  to  form  a  beautiful  and  meaningful  collection.  Call  today  and  you  will 
be  on  your  way  to  acquiring  a  magnificent  selection  of  sparkling  Morgan  dollars  a  collection  you  w  ill  enjoy  sharing 
with  vour  family  and  friends.  Such  a  set,  if  completed,  will  eventually  include  one  of  each  Morgan  dollar  date  and 
mintmark  from  the  first  year  of  issue,  1878,  to  the  last,  1921 ,  plus  some  interesting  varieties,  for  a  total  of  98  coins  in  .ill! 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


* 


1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with  rose  ton¬ 


ing  on  the  reverse . 55 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 55 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1881-S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1881-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1881-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  peripheral  toning . 59 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1882  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


Superb  Gem  1882-CC  Dollar 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare  in  lower 
Mint  State  grades,  but  quite  elusive  at  the  MS-66 


level . 1,750 

1882-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 455 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 455 

1882-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1882-CC  MS-64  (PCG6).  Brilliant . 135 

1882-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 115 

1882-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1882-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1882-CC  MS-61  (GSA).  Brilliant . 98 

1882-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1882-0  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1882-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1882-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Interesting 

"overmintmark"  variety . 1,150 

1882-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 295 

1882-S  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 295 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1882-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 129 


Morgan  Dollars! 

Isn't  it  wonderful  that  the  Treasury 
Department  stored  huge  quantities  of 
1878-1921  Morgan  dollars  and  released 
them  in  the  1960s?  Otherwise,  such 
coins  would  be  exceedingly  expensive 
(for  comparisons,  just  check  the  prices 
for  Mint  State  Liberty  Seated  half  dol¬ 
lars  or  Barber  half  dollars  from  the 
1870s  onward). 

As  it  is,  at  current  market  prices  you 
can  build  the  majority  of  a  set  of  about 
100  different  mintmarks  for  less  than  a 
few  hundred  dollars  per  coin,  some¬ 
times  for  less  than  $100  per  coin,  and 
sometimes  for  even  less  than  $50!  And, 
these  prices  are  for  attractive  Mint  State 
examples! 


1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1882-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1882-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1882-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1882-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1882-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1882- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1883  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1883  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 59 

1883  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 59 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 59 

1883  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 
we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buv  one 
for: . 39 

1883- CC  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 359 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 359 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning.  359 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with  amber 

surfaces . 125 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-61  (GSA).  Brilliant . 99 

1883-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  Over  a  dozen  on  hand 

as  we  go  to  press.  Buy  one  for: . 129 

1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1883-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1883-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1883-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1883-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 28 


Choice  Mint  State  1883-S  Dollar 

1883-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rarer  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  among  our  new  purchases.  Offered 


here  for  the  first  time . 1,785 

1883- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 65 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1884  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 39 

1884  EF-40 . 25 

1884- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1884-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 379 

1884-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 379 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 379 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  125 


1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 105 

1884-C  t  KiR63  (NGC  )  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 105 

1884-CC  MS-62  PL  (PCGS) . 110 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 

1884-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brilliant .  95 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1884-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 
we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buv  one 

for: . 129 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1884-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1884-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 55 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1884-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  39 

1884- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1885  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 139 

1885  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buv  one 

for: . ’..139 

1885  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1885  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1885  MS-63.  Nice  rainbow  surfaces . 39 

1885  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1885  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1885- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Exceptional  grade 

exceptional  quality . 975 

1885-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  SEE  HOW  THEY  GO! 
We've  just  purchased  a  little  cache  of  these.  Buv 

one  for  only . 289 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant  obverse  with  a  nicely  toned 

reverse . 289 

1885-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 289 

1885-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1885-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 265 

1885-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 275 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1885-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 129 

1885-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1885-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1885-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostlv  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 55 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  5S 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1885-0  MS-63  (NGC)  Brilliant  54 

1885-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  54 
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1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1885-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1885-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 25 

1885- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1886  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 129 

1886  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 129 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 129 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 
we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 55 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1886  MS-60 . 25 

1886- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Cartwheel  lustre  with  splashes 

of  light  golden  toning . 679 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1886-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 


1887/6  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  popular  and  somewhat  scarce 
overdate.  We  recently  bought  several  pieces  — as 
unbelievable  as  this  mav  seem!  Buv  one  sparkling 


beauty  for . 735 

1887/6  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 449 


Rare  1887/6-0  Morgan  Dollar 


1887/6-0.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  important  and 
rare  varietv  that  was  not  known  to  collectors  un¬ 


til  1972 . 3,150 

1887  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 139 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1887  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1887  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1887  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 39 

1887-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 345 

1887-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1887-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1887-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 539 

1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 

1887-5  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  185 


66 


1887- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces  with 

light  yellow'  peripheral  toning . 209 

1888  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 59 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 
we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few'.  Buy  one 
for: . 59 

1888  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1888- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 695 

1888-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant  obverse  with  light 

golden  toning  on  the  reverse . 59 

1888-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1888-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1888-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1888-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1888-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1888-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 685 

1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1889  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 65 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1889  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1889  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1889  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 27 


Lustrous  1889-CC  Rarity 


1889-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  We  wish  we  had  purchased 
500  1889-CC  dollars  on  our  recent  buying  trip, 
but,  alas,  w'e  bought  only  one!  Here  it  is.  ...  3,895 


1889-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 695 


Lovely  1889-S  Morgan  dollar 


1889-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,095 

1889-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 339 


1889-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  a  "hoard  alert," 
but  we  did  buv  seven  pieces,  which  for  an  1889-S 


in  this  grade  is  not  easy  to  do!  Buy  one  for ...  1991 


1889- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 147 

1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1890  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1890- CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 419 

1890-CC  MS-60  (PCI).  Repunched  90.  Brilliant. ..  295 

1890-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  189 

1890-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 189 

1890-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1890-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1890-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 85 

1890-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 209 

1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1890-S  VAM-2.  S/S  Left.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1890- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 739 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 739 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1891 - CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 715 

1891-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 355 

1891-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 315 

1891-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces. .  159 

1891-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 699 

1891-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 699 


Honors  to  Hollenbeck 

Kenneth  L.  Hallenbeck,  Colorado 
Springs  dealer,  was  named  to  be  the  re¬ 
cipient  this  year  of  the  Farran  Zerbe 
Memorial  Award,  the  highest  honor 
given  by  the  ANA.  A  long-time  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  organization,  he  served  as 
president  1989-1991  and  curator  of  the 
ANA  Museum  from  1979  to  1983, 
among  many  other  accomplishments. 
Ken  began  his  collecting  activities 
while  living  in  Santa  Clara,  California, 
in  1942,  where  his  father  was  stationed 
during  the  war.  Finding  an  Indian 
Head  cent  on  the  floor  of  an  ice  cream 
parlor,  his  interests  became  piqued, 
especially  when  a  friend  offered  a 
nickel  for  it.  However,  in  Ken's  words, 
"I  thought,  oh,  no  vou  don't.  I'll  keep  it 
and  start  a  coin  collection." 

While  Ken  Hallenbeck  has  seen  and 
owned  many  rare  coins,  he  likes  things 
that  are  "neat,"  -  numismatic  items  as 
well  as  antiques  and  collectibles  that 
have  a  generous  measure  of  human  in¬ 
terest  and  history. 
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1891-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1891 - S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 765 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 309 

1892- CC  MS-63  PL.  Brilliant . 875 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 850 

1892-CC  MS-62  PL  (ANACS) . 595 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  toning.  659 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 659 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 659 

1892-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1892-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1892-0  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 105 


Key  1893-0  Morgan  Dollar 


1893-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  key  issue  at  this 
grade  level . 2,995 

Important  Mint  State  1893-0  $1 


Key  1892-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very  attractive.  Quite  elusive 

in  AU  grade.  This  one  is  a  beauty! . 1,550 

1892-S  VF-30.  A  nice  original  piece  with  highlights  of 
blue  and  gold  toning . 95 

Brilliant  1893  Dollar 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  lovely,  lustrous  specimen 


that  is  sure  to  please! . 1,595 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 889 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 889  1893-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. .  2,49a 

1893  AU-50  (ANACS) . 255 


Mint  State  1893-CC  $1  Rarity 

1893-CC  MS-62  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  highlights 
of  blue,  gold,  and  amber  peripheral  toning.  The 
last  Carson  City  Morgan  dollar,  and  one  of  the 
hardest  to  find.  Always  in  demand . 1,995 

Choice  Mint  State  1893-0  $1  Rarity 


Key  1893-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1893-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Gold  surfaces.  The  VF-35  grade 
offers  a  nice  meeting  ground  for  a  relatively  high 
circulated  grade  and  recognized  rarity . 3,450 


1893-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck.  Frosty  silvery  white  lustre  on  obverse 
and  reverse.  This  is  an  extremely  important 
opportunity  to  acquire  a  hidden  rarity,  over¬ 
shadowed  by  the  San  Francisco  Mint  issue  of 
this  year . 7,695 

Add  our  great  books 
to  your  library! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


Beautiful  1894-0  Dollar 

1894-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  BO¬ 
NANZA!  We  have  just  purchased— would  you 
believe  it?  — several  beautiful  specimens!  While 


they  last,  take  one  home  for . 1,995 

1894-0  MS-60  (PCI).  Brilliant . 215 

1894-0  EF-45  (NGC) . 79 


Choice  Mint  State  1894-S  $1 

1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  important, 
and  rare!  This  coin  will  be  nice  for  you  to  add  to 


your  collection . 1,895 

1894-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ke\  date  850 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 
this  highly  desired  issue . 850 


1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant.  Are  we  the  nation's 
largest  buyer  of  choice  and  rare  Morgan  dollars? 
Well,  there  is  no  wav  to  tell,  as  we  know  only  our 
own  business,  not  that  of  others.  We  do  know, 
however,  that  we  are  known  as  a  leading  buyer  of 
quality  Morgan  dollars,  and  when  collections 
come  on  the  market,  they  are  usually  offered  to 
us.  This  present  coin  is  from  among  our  new  pur¬ 


chases  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series . 695 

1895-S  EF-40 .  475 

1896  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 

1896  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  39 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1896  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 27 


Important  1896-0  Dollar 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  very  slightly  re¬ 
flective  surfaces.  With  MS-63  grade  examples 
priced  close  to  $10,000,  this  is  a  very  important 
opportunity  for  the  collector.  This  coin  is  one  of 
the  favorites  among  our  new  purchases . 3,550 


Elusive  1896-0  Morgan  $1 


1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  Rare  so 
fine.  Another  of  the  many  really  nice  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  we've  bought  recently . 3,550 


Mint  State  1896-0  Dollar 

1896-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  Always  in  demand 
in  Mint  State  and  quite  scarce  so  fine  (although 


worn  pieces  abound) . 1,995 

1896-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant  775 


1896-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces  2?9 

Rare  1896-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1896-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  A  splendid  evampl. 
of  this  scarce  San  Francisco  Mint  issue  1  ^5 
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j  by  Dr.  Harry  Salyards 

Silver  Dollar  Mintages  1798-1803 


The  following  letter  was  re¬ 
ceived  some  time  ago  (spring 
1997;  we’re  working  on  our  edito¬ 
rial  backlog!)  from  one  of  our  fa¬ 
vorite  correspondents,  Harry  E. 

Salyards,  M.D.,  best  known 
numismatically  as  the  editor  of 
Penny-Wise.  In  the  early  1990s, 

Ham/  worked  with  your  editor  in 
compiling  estimates  for  the  true 
mintage  figures  of  early  dollars, 
realizing  that  those  published  in 
Mint  Reports  (and,  subsequently 
in  references  such  as  A  Guide 
Book  of  U.S.  Coins)  gave  the 
number  of  dollars  minted  in  a 
given  calendar  year,  but  many  of 
the  coins  struck  in  a  given  calen¬ 
dar  year  were  from  earlier-dated 
dies.  Thus,  the  Mint  Report  fig¬ 
ures  are  interesting,  but  in  some 
instances  give  no  indication  as  to  how  many 
coins  were  struck  of  a  particular  date.  This  is 
particularly  true  of  the  mintage  figures  for  sil¬ 
ver  dollars  of  1796  and  1797  which  are  grossly 
unrepresentative  (however,  these  two  dates  are 
not  among  those  discussed  below). 

The  revisions  Harry  suggests  for  esti¬ 
mated  mintage  figures  of  the  1798-1803  era 
seem  to  be  very  reasonable  and  will  be  adopted 
in  any  future  edition  of  the  book  set,  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  In 
Harry's  words  (of  course,  we  could  have  omit¬ 
ted  the  first  few  paragraphs,  but  we  decided  to 
include  them!): 

1  am  enjoying  my  copy  of  American 
Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards.  It  has  been  my 
bedtime  reading,  off  and  on,  for  the  last  six 
weeks,  and  I've  now  read  it  cover-to-cover. 
I  found  no  serious  errors  of  omission  or 
commission. 

I  think  that  "Gold  from  the  Briny 


Deep"  was  probably  my  favorite  chap¬ 
ter-tales  of  drowning  people  weighted 
down  by  their  treasure,  plus  sleazy  ship 
owners  "shorting"  on  lifeboats,  speak  to 
that  kind  of  "reciprocal  greed"  that  con¬ 
tinues  to  provoke  disasters  in  our  own 
time  (Valujet,  et  al.);  and  that  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  what  went  to  the  bottom  with  the 
Central  America,  for  example,  should  con¬ 
stitute  such  a  tiny  percentage  of  the  gold 
shipped  from  California  to  the  New  York 
market  in  a  year,  opens  a  new  window 
on  the  sheer  extravagance  of  the  Gold 
Rush. 

It's  a  book  which  I  hope  will  attain  a 
wide  readership  both  inside  and  outside 
the  current  confines  of  the  numismatic  fra¬ 
ternity— as  it's  the  kind  of  book  that  has 
the  potential  to  create  new  collectors,  as 
well  as  better-educated  ones. 

I  also  wanted  to  share  some  thoughts 
with  you  regarding  the  mintages  and  sur¬ 
vival  figures  quoted  in  your  Silver  Dollars 


and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia, 
for  the  Draped  Bust  series.  This 
had  its  genesis  in  my  recent 
purchase  of  a  1798  BB-118  in 
PCGS  AU-53,  and  trying  to  fit 
that  into  the  context  of  the  re¬ 
ported  population  figures.  In 
the  Encyclopedia,  you  cited  the 
following  figures,  to  which  I've 
added  the  mean  of  the  esti¬ 
mated  pieces  surviving  for 
each  date: 

1798 

Estimated  mintage:  235,000 
Estimated  survivors: 

1,200  to  2,500  with  Small 
Eagle  reverse 

7,000  to  14,000  with  Heraldic 
Eagle  reverse 
Percentage  surviving:  5.2% 

1799 

Estimated  mintage:  395,000 
Estimated  survivors:  11,000  to  18,000 
Percentage  surviving:  3.6% 

1800 

Estimated  mintage:  100,000 
Estimated  survivors:  5,000  to  9,000 
Percentage  surviving:  7.0% 

1801 

Estimated  mintage:  35,000 
Estimated  survivors:  1,800  to  3,300 
Percentage  surviving:  7.0% 

1802 

Estimated  mintage:  80,000 
Estimated  survivors: 

1,100  to  1,900  overdate; 

1,600  to  2,800  normal  date 
Percentage  surviving:  4.6% 
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1803 

Estimated  mintage:  60,000 
Estimated  survivors:  2,350  to  4,000 
Percentage  surviving:  5.3% 

Totals: 

Estimated  mintage:  905,000 
Estimated  survivors:  31,050  to  55,500 
Percentage  surviving:  3.4  to  6.1% 

The  thing  that  stands  out  here,  which 
I  hadn't  noticed  when  reviewing  the  fig¬ 
ures  prior  to  the  book's  publication,  is  the 
low  survival  percentage  for  1799.  Is  this 
realistic?  Let's  look  at  the  905,000  estimated 
total  mintage  of  the  series,  by  percentage, 
for  each  date: 

1798:  235, pOO  =  26.0% 

1799:  395,000  =  43.6% 

1800:100,000  =  11.1% 

1801:  35,000  =  3.9% 

1802: 80,000  =  8.8% 

1803: 60,000  =  6.6% 

Now,  compare  these  percentages  to  the 
percentages  of  each  date  submitted  to 
PCGS.  (I'm  using  the  March  1997  figures.) 
I'm  fully  aware  of  the  limitations  of  the 
Population  Reports;  yet,  those  limitations 
should  not  be  particularly  operative  in  this 
circumstance.  There  are  no  hoards  of  Mint 
State  coins  for  any  date,  so  any  "crackout" 
and  resubmission  should  be  limited  to  an 
insignificant  number  of  coins,  overall.  In¬ 
deed,  the  Population  Report  indicates  a  me¬ 
dian  grade  in  the  VF  range  for  all  of  the 
dates,  much  as  you  reported  in  the  Encyclo¬ 
pedia.  And  the  only  "Type  Coin  Pressure"  on 
the  data  should  involve  the  1798  Small 
Eagle  — which  might  cause  a  slight 
overrepresentation  of  1798s,  but  should 
have  no  effect  whatsoever  on  the  1799s.  As 
of  March  1997,  PCGS  had  graded  3,010  He¬ 
raldic  Eagle  and  127  Small  Eagle  1798' s,  for 
a  total  of  3,137  coins,  distributed  as  follows: 
1798:  Small  Eagle  127;  Large  Eagle: 
594  certified,  equal  to  25.9%  of  1798- 
1803  total. 

1799:  1,140  (overdates  and  normal 
dates  combined)  certified,  equal  to 
36.3%  of  1798-1803  total. 

1800:  484  certified,  equal  to  15.4%  of 
1798-1803  total. 


1801:  156  certified,  equal  to  5.0%  of 
1798-1803  total. 

1802:  325  (overdates  and  normal  dates 
combined)  certified,  equal  to  10.4% 
of  1798-1803  total. 

1803:  219  certified,  equal  to  7.0%  of 
1798-1803  total. 

Total:  100%  of  1798-1803  years. 

Obviously,  the  main  discrepancy  be¬ 
tween  these  figures,  and  those  generated  by 
your  estimates,  involves  1799,  and  to  a  lesser 
extent,  1800  and  1801.  There's  absolutely  no 
question  that  1799  is  the  most  common 
date— but  the  population  reports  would  sug¬ 
gest  that  there  aren't  as  many  around,  as  a 
percent  of  the  overall  series  of  Draped  Busts,  as 
our  1993  estimates  would  have  it. 

At  the  same  time,  that  3.6%  survival 
figure  for  1799  remains  unbelievably  low.  I 
can  see  no  good  reason  why  1799s,  as  a 
date,  should  have  been  subject  to  dispro¬ 
portionate  destruction  over  time.  I  toyed 
with  the  idea  of  adjusting  the  number  of 
estimated  survivors  for  1799-1801  in  light 
of  the  4.6  to  5.3%  survival  range  for  the 
other  three  dates;  but  that  doesn't  address 
the  fact  that  the  1799  as  a  date  does  not 
make  up  43.6%  of  all  Draped  Busts. 

So,  I'm  inevitably  drawn  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  somewhat  fewer  1799's  and  some¬ 
what  more  1800's  and  1801's  were  coined  than 
we  estimated  back  in  1993. 

One  doesn't  have  to  adjust  the  figures 
all  that  much  to  make  them  reasonably  con¬ 
gruent  with  Population  Report  figures. .  .and 
yield  relatively  consistent  survival  across 
the  various  dates.  Simply  change  the  rel¬ 
evant  figures  in  the  first  table  as  follows: 

1799  (Revised  estimates) 

Estimated  mintage:  345,000 

Estimated  survivors:  11,000  to  18,000 

Percentage  surviving:  4.2% 

1800  (Revised  estimates) 

Estimated  mintage:  140,000 

Estimated  survivors:  5,000  to  9,000 

Percentage  surviving:  5.0% 

1801  (Revised  estimates) 

Estimated  mintage:  45,000 

Estimated  survivors:  1,800  to  3,300 

Percentage  surviving:  5.7% 


These  survival  percentages  are  the 
means  of  the  ranges.  They  obviously  still 
fall,  in  two  cases  out  of  three,  outside  the 
4.6  to  5.3%  range  quoted  above.  Still, 
they're  a  lot  closer.  And,  they  are  a  lot  more 
congruent  with  the  Population  Report  fig¬ 
ures.  If  345,000  1799s  were  struck,  and 
235,000  1798s,  then  1799s  should  be  a  bit 
less  than  1.5  times  as  likely  to  be  submitted 
to  a  grading  service  almost  200  years 
later  — and  1,140 1799s  as  compared  to  813 
1798s  had,  in  fact,  been  submitted  to  PCGS 
as  of  March  1997 — 1.42  times  as  many  (and 
without  the  "Type  Coin  Effect"  of  the  1798 
Small  Eagle  reverse  issues,  this  figure 
might  well  have  been  closer  to  1.5). 

1800s,  with  about  40%  of  the  original 
mintage  of  1799s,  should  be  submitted 
about  four-tenths  as  often;  and  the  actual 
figures  of  484  versus  1,140  yields  42.5%. 

Finally,  1801s  should  show  up  about  a 
third  as  often  as  1800s  — and  156  versus  484 
yields  32.2%. 

I  must  admit  that  the  internal  consis¬ 
tency  of  these  numbers  appeals  to  me  — 
much  as  it  did  to  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  in 
mapping  out  the  relative  rarity  levels  of  the 
1794  cent  varieties  —  however  many  may 
have  absolutely  survived.  And  note  that 
your  total  estimated  mintage  of  905,000  for 
the  1798-1803  Draped  Busts  remains  un¬ 
changed  in  reapportioning  50,000  coins 
among  these  three  dates. 

Finally,  I  would  note  that  [now  in  1997 
as  these  words  are  being  written],  after  11 
years  since  the  founding  of  PCGS  in  1986, 
the  Population  Report  data  have  achieved 
a  kind  of  statistical  "stability"  —i.e.,  they're 
not  changing  much  from  year  to  year  in  a 
series  like  this.... 

For  the  foregoing  reasons,  I  think  it's 
time  to  adjust  the  original  estimated  mint¬ 
ages  for  dollars  dated  1799-1800-1801. 

We're  off  to  Europe  on  Saturday  — a 
three-week  tour  through  Austria,  Switzer¬ 
land,  France,  and  England,  in  celebration 
of  Shannon's  high  school  graduation.  So  1 
won't  be  able  to  respond  to  your  response  to 
this  until  sometime  in  July.  But  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  it,  nonetheless. 

Warm  personal  regards, 

Harrv  E.  Salvards 
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1897  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


Mint  State  1897-0  Dollar 


1897-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  Mint  State 
(the  same  can  be  said  for  nearly  all  other  Morgan 


dollars  in  this  listing,  as  noted) . 2,395 

High-Grade  1897-0  Dollar 

1897-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Common  in  worn 
grades,  but  decidedly  rare  in  Mint  State.  ...  1,450 

1897-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1897-S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 89 

1897- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1898  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 245 

1898  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 245 

1898  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1898  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 59 

1898  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1898  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1898- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1898-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1898-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1898-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1898-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1898-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 59 

1898-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1898-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1898-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1898-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 539 

1898- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 725 

1899  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought  a 

little  cache  of  these.  Make  one  yours  for: . 125 

1899  MS-60 . 89 

1899- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1899-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1899-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1899-0  MS-64  (PCGS)  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 

light  golden  toning . 66 

1899-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1899-0  MS-65  Brilliant . 39 

1899-0  MV63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1899-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


1899- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 285 

1900  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant...’ . 189 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

Gem  1900-0/CC  "Overmintmark"  $1 

1900- 0/CC  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Popular  "over  mint- 

mark"  variety . 1,825 

1900-0/CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 609 

1900-0/CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 369 

1900-0/CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with  am¬ 
ber  peripheral  toning . 369 

1900-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 139 

1900-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1900-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1900-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 59 

Time  was  when  nearly  all  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint 


coins  of  the  late  1890s  and  early  1900s  were  great  rarities.  Then 
came  the  Treasury  Hoard  dispersal  of  the  early  1960s.  The 
story  of  this  is  related  in  some  detail,  together  with  a  listing  of 
dates  and  mintmarks  involved,  in  Dave  Bowers'  book,  Ameri¬ 
can  Coin  T reasu  res  and  Hoards,  a  copy  of  which  should  he  on  your 


coffee  table  or  at  your  bedside. 

1900-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

Gem  1900-S  Dollar 

1900-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,875 

1900- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1901- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1901-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1901-0  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1901-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1901-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1901- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1902- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 155 

1902-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  155 

1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1902-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 59 

1902-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 59 

1902-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Light  golden  surfaces . 59 

1902-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1902-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1902-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1902-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 39 

1902- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1903  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 225 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1903  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1903  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 59 

1903- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1903-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 295 

1903-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 


Rare  1903-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1903-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  lovely 
specimen  at  this  grade  level  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 


sues  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series . 1,650 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant .  185 


1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1904-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 129 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1904-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 33 

1904-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1904-0  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1904-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . '. . 39 

1904-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


Choice  and  Rare  1904-S  Morgan  $1 
1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  superb  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  highly  prized  coins  in  the  Morgan 


dollar  series . 3,350 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 155 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1921  Morgan.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  peripheral 
toning . 325 


With  the  1921-D  the  curtain  rings  down  on  the  Morgan 
dollar  series— and  what  a  truly  beautiful  selection  we  have 
offered!  Check  the  preceding  listings  very  carefully  and  seize 
the  opportunity  to  start  a  specialized  collection  or  add  to  one 
that  you  already  have.  You  will  be  delighted  with  our  quality 


and  value  for  the  price  paid. 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 325 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1921-D  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 75 

1921-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

MS-65  1921-S  Morgan 

1921-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,050 

1921-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 


Peace  Dollars 

In  this  listing  we  offer  a  splendid  selection  of 
Peace  silver  dollars.  Peace  dollars  are  a  very  attractiv  e 
series,  particularly  in  higher  grades  such  as  MS-63, 
MS-64,  and  MS-65.  Despite  the  strength  of  the  present 
market,  many  Peace  dollars  — probably  even  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  them— are  cheaper  today  than  they  were  10 
years  ago.  Perhaps— just  perhaps— this  will  translate 
into  an  opportunity. 

There  are  a  lot  of  coins  to  like.  Some  of  our  favor¬ 
ites  include  the  1927-D  (our  hoard  of  these  is  gone, 
but  we  do  have  some  stray  pieces),  the  very  scarce 
1927-S  and  1928-S  which  sell  for  fractions  of  their 
prices  a  few  years  back,  and  the  low-mintage  1928. 
And  if  you  wonder  where  all  of  the  rare  1934-S  dol¬ 
lars  are  — you  know,  Mint  State  coins  combining  high 
grading  numbers  plus  great  eve  appeal  — the  answer 
is  that  we've  bought  them  and  they  are  in  our  in\  en- 
tory!  If  you  need  one,  you've  come  to  the  right  place! 


1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1922  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant .  169 

1922  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1 69 

1922  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  169 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant .  69 

1922  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant .  69 

1922  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  69 


Vptember-Nm  ember  1999/  Ran'  Com  Rroicu'  #1 31 


-i 


1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1922 MS-63.  Brilliant .  32 

1922  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 32 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 385 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1922-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1922-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1922-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1922-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1922-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1922-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1922-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 259 

1922-  S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1922- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1923  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 895 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1923  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 169 

1923  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS).  Attractive  gold  surfaces.  ..  69 

1923  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 69 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 69 

1923  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 69 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1923  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 32 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 32 

1923  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 32 

1923  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 23 

1923- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,165 

1923-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1923-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1923-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1923-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 215 

1923-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 59 

1923-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1924  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  amber  toning.  69 

1924  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 32 

1924  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 26 


1924-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  An  exceptional 
example  of  one  of  the  most  elusive  Peace  silver 
dollars  at  this  grade  level.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur,  especially  considering  that  it  sells  for  so 
much  less  than  the  next  highest  grade,  MS-65.  Buy 


this  lovely  specimen  for . 1,295 

1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1924-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 399 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 399 

1924- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1925  MS-65.  Brilliant .  169 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  .  169 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1925  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1925  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 69 

1925  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1925  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  in  gold  and  rose.69 
1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 69 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce  at  this 

grade  level . 665 

1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

1925-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 155 

1925-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 155 

1925- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 335 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1926  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1926- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1926-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  just  a 

whisper  of  light  peripheral  toning . 795 

1926-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 279 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 


Subscribe  Today! 

If  you  are  an  active  collector,  please 
join  us  as  a  subscriber! 

Many  wonderful,  interesting, 
value-filled  catalogues  will  come  your 
way  if  you  do! 

It's  as  easy  as  A-B-C,  as  easy  as  pie: 

The  cost  is  $145  (to  U.S.  addresses), 
for  which  you'll  receive  a  year's  worth 
of  our  periodicals  (which  cost  us  over 
$300  to  produce  and  deliver  to  you;  this 
why  we  solicit  subscriptions  only  from 
active  numismatists),  the  most  ac¬ 
claimed  price  lists,  private  periodicals, 
and  auction  catalogues  in  numismatics! 

PLUS,  you  can  take  your  pick  of  up 
to  $50  list  price  worth  of  books  in  our 
Books  for  Sale  section,  and  we'll  send 
them  to  you  as  a  thank  you  for  sub¬ 
scribing.  And,  we'll  pay  the  postage. 

Here's  all  you  do:  Take  out  your 
credit  card,  call  toll-free  1-800-222- 
5993,  and  charge  your  subscription  on 
the  spot. 


1926-D  MS-63.  Brilliant .  125 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1926-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1926-S  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  985 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1926-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79 

1926- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  269 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 269 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 119 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1927- D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of  this 

scarce  variety . 645 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 


1927-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We  have  a  few  on 
hand  — not  from  the  memorable  hoard  dispersed 
a  few  years  back,  but  from  a  recent  buying  trip. 
Since  our  return,  they've  been  selling  like 
hotcakes.  Fewer  than  10  remain.  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for: . 225 

1927-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  attractive 

iridescent  toning . 225 

1927-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarcer 

than  generally  realized . 179 

1927-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 139 

1927-D  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1927-S  MS-64.  Lustrous.  One  of  the  more  important 

coins  in  the  series . 799 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces  I  lard  to  find 

this  nice . 799 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 799 

1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  799 

1927-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 255 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Cheap  compared  to 

even  a  slightly  higher  graded  coin! . 255 

1927-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 105 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant.  Lowest  mintage  Peace 
dollar.  Always  popular,  vet  not  all  that  expen¬ 


sive . 679 

1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1928  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1928  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1928-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant  One  of  the  foremost 

key  issues  in  the  Peace  dollar  series . 1 ,295 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1928-S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 325 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  325 

1928-S  MS-63  (P<  GS)  Brilliant . 

1934  MS-65  Brilliant  .  I 

1934  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  1.295 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant .  315 

1934  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  315 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  .  315 
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Dave  Bowers  says:  “ You  'll  really  enjoy  belonging  to  our 

Collection  Portfolio 
Program! 

. .  .and  here  is  your  invitation  to  join!" 

No  continuing  obligation,  just  the  opportunity 
to  build  a  really  beautiful  collection 
by  working  with  Bowers  and  Merena! 


Q.  David  Bowers 


Here  is  how  our  CPP  works: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  lik¬ 
ing)  a  package  of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting 
coins  will  arrive  in  your  mailbox!  Each  coin 
will  be  carefully  hand-picked  for  it  eye  ap¬ 
peal  and  quality,  and  priced  to  be  a  good 
value.  We  guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best:  Morgan 
silver  dollars,  United  States  gold  coins,  In¬ 
dian  cents,  commemorative  half  dollars, 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars — you  name  it. 
You  let  us  know  the  grades  you  prefer.  If 
you  want  only  PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins, 
or  “raw"  coins,  let  us  know  and  we  will 
comply.  We  will  review  the  coins  and  pick 
only  the  pieces  we  would  like  to  have  for 
our  collection. 

Gail  Watson  and  Janet  Lavertue  will  per¬ 
sonally  make  each  selection  for  you,  keeping 
track  of  coins  you  already  have.  Current  CPP 
members  agree  that 
personal  serv  ice,  qual¬ 
ity  of  coins  acquired, 
and  flexibility  are 
the  greatest 
attributes  of 
our  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio 
Program. 


Here  is  what  you  will 
receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow. 
You  and  your  family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and 
will  be  proud  to  own,  study,  and  display  them. 

And,  here’s  an  additional 
attraction  for  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio 
Program  members: 

Each  coin  will  be 
invoiced  at  a  special 
4%  discount  from 
our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In 
addition  to  quality  coins  and  personal  ser¬ 
vice  and  attention,  you’ll  receive  our 
periodical  publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
and  The  Coin  Collector  free  of  charge. 

Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Gail  or  Janet  at  1  -800-222- 
5993,  credit  card  in  hand.  Let  them  know 
your  collecting  interests,  the  amount  you 
would  like  to  spend  each  month  (minimum: 
SI 00),  and  the  grades  you  would  like.  Your 
first  shipment  of  beautiful  coins  will  be  in 
your  mailbox  before  you  know  it! 


A  note  from  Dave: 


“Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  has 
been  in  effect  for  many  years.  Through  this 
convenient  service  thousands  of  collectors 
worldwide  have  built  truly  beautiful  collec¬ 
tions  in  the  specialty  of  their  choice-  never 
paying  more  than  our  regular  price,  and  of¬ 
ten  less.  These  collections  have  ranged  from 
modest  holdings  valued  at  a  few  thousand 
dollars,  to  the  beautiful  Columbia  Col¬ 
lection  of  gold  coins  that  was  auctioned 
by  us  last  year  for  a  seven-figure  price. 
After  spending  years  acquiring  coins 
from  us,  the  owner  of  the  Columbia  Col¬ 
lection  consigned  it  to  us  for  sale  (and  made 
a  very  nice  profit,  by  the  way,  although  we 
never  make  a  representation  in  this  regard). 

“For  you  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
beckons.  Read  all  about  it  on  this  page.’’ 


Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free 
to  change  the  grade  you  desire,  your 
monthly  payment,  or  the  series  you  collect. 
If  you  are  like  most  of  our  clients,  you'll  be 
a  “happy  camper”  for  a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby.  As 
a  member  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Pro¬ 
gram  you’ll  have  a  great  time!  We  look 
forward  to  having  you  w  ith  us. 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sole 


1934  MS-60  (PCI).  Wonderful  light  rainbow  irides¬ 
cence  on  the  surfaces . 49 

Gem  1934-D  Dollar 


1934-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,195 

Rare  MS-65  1934-D  $1 


1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,195 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces.  565 
1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

gold  peripheral  toning . 565 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 


Choice  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  is  the  key  date  in 
the  Peace  dollar  series,  and  whenever  we  see  an 
example  that  combines  accurate  (in  our  opinion) 
numerical  grade  with  excellent  eye  appeal,  we 
buy  it! . 4,495 


Gorgeous  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  like  to 
maintain  an  in-depth  inventory  of  Morgan  and 
Peace  dollars,  but  this  is  not  always  easy  to  do, 
particularly  regarding  key  issues  such  as  the 
1934-S . 4,495 


Choice  and  Rare  1934-S  Peace  Si 

1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gra\  iridescence  on 
frosty  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in  Uncirculated  grade, 
and  widely  esteemed  as  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace 
dollar  series  at  the  MS-63  level.  A  prize  for  the 
advanced  specialist . 2,795 

Another  Rare  1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace  silver 
dollar  series . 2,795 

A  Final  MS-63  1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  2,795 

MS-62 1934-S  $1  Rarity 

1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 


faces .  1,750 

MS-62  1934-S  Dollar 

1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,750 

1934- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant .  669 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  669 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 669 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 145 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 145 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79 

1935  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

Gem  1935-S  Silver  Dollar 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue . 1 ,1 75 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1935-S  Si 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1.175 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  485 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant .  275 


Minnesota  Photo  Note 


Regarding  the  illustration  in  Rare  Coin 
Review  129,  page  66,  depicting  Gold  Street  in 
Wykoff,  Minnesota,  Neil  Chasen  wrote: 

"The  photo  of  Wykoff,  Minnesota,  in 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  was  exciting.  Since 
my  parents  both  are  from  that  area  of  Min¬ 
nesota,  I  showed  the  picture  to  them  and 
asked  if  they  knew  anything  about  'Gold 
Street.' 

"Dad  is  almost  88  years  old  and  a  re¬ 
tired  newspaperman.  He  told  me  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  gold  exploration  (and 
exploitation,  apparently)  in  Minnesota  in 
the  early  part  of  the  century.  There  were  as¬ 
sociations  formed  and  shares  sold  with  the 
hopes  that  the  Minnesota  Mother  Lode 
would  be  found.  Nothing  was  found.  Per¬ 


haps  some  optimistic  Wykoff  fold  named 
the  street  for  their  expected  riches. 

"In  the  1930s  dad  worked  at  the  news¬ 
paper  in  nearby  Spring  Valley,  and  he 
knew  many  people  from  Wykoff.  In  1949, 
he  moved  our  family  north  to  Anoka.  1 
was  surprised  to  hear  that  gold  was  ac¬ 
tively  prospected  in  my  hometown,  too.  1 
admire  your  output  of  writings.  Perhaps 
this  might  be  a  topic  for  me  to  start  a  liter¬ 
ary  career. 

"Incidentally,  after  20  years  of  search¬ 
ing,  I  final lv  found  an  Anoka  note.  The 
charter  3000  notes  mostly  are  held  by  the 
president's  family,  and  they  won't  sell.  1 
am  thrilled  to  finally  own  this  charter.  Ev¬ 
eryone  should  own  a  hometown  note.' 


JNCCDw, 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


4 - 

Trade  Dollars 

We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  trade  dollars  in¬ 
cluding  new  purchases.  This  is  a  very  popular  series, 
and  each  time  we  prepare  a  listing  we  receive  a  tre¬ 
mendous  response. 

Choice  Mint  State  1873  Trade  $1 

1873  MS-63.  Frosty  with  light  champagne  sur¬ 


faces . 1,650 

1873- CC  AU-53.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1874- S  Chopmarked.  MS-61 . 295 

1874-S  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 165 

1874-S  Chopmarked.  EF-45 . 159 

1874-S  EF-40 . 185 

1874- S  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 135 

1875- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1875- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  AU-50 . 219 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  EF-45 . 179 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF-45 . 149 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  EF-40 . 165 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF-40 . 145 


1876  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.  1,195 

Choice  and  Lustrous  1876  Type  I/II 

1876  Type  I/II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  Another  splen¬ 
did  trade  dollar . 1,450 

1876  Type  I/II.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 525 


Lovely  1876-CC  Breen-5806 


1876-CC  Breen-5806.  MS-60  ( ANACS).  Brilliant  centers 


with  attractive  amber  peripheral  toning . 2,550 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lilac  toning. ...  1,195 

1876-SType  I/I.  EF-40 . 165 

1876-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF-40 . 145 


1877  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of  golden 
brown  can  be  seen  at  the  obverse  periphery. 
Notable  as  the  last  trade  dollar  issue  struck  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  in  business  strike  format.  All 
subsequent  dates  from  that  mint  are  Proof-only 
issues.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased  with  the 


quality! . 1,395 

1877  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 135 

1877  Chopmarked.  VF-30 . 119 

1877-S  EF-45 . 195 

1877-5  EF-40  . 169 

1877-S  (  hopmarked.  EF-40 .  145 


1878-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces . 1,295 

1878-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 895 

Hoardlet  from  the  Orient! 

1874-S  EF-45.  Some  time  ago  we  purchased  a  hoardlet 
of  trade  dollars  brought  back  from  the  Orient! 
Each  coin  is  lightly  cleaned  (the  person  finding 


these  was  not  a  numismatist!),  but  is  quite  attrac¬ 
tive;  your  complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed,  as 
always.  These  have  been  selling  quickly,  at  the 
special  low  prices  we  have  assigned  to  each,  and 
our  holdings  (which  include  multiple  specimens 
of  most  issues)  are  rapidly  dwindling!  Check  this 

and  the  following  listings . 185 

1875-CC  Type  I/I.  EF-45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 205 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 165 


Museum  Trends 


In  a  recent  newsletter  from  our  own 
local  Libby  Museum,  which  has  delighted 
Wolfeboro  residents  as  well  as  visitors 
since  its  opening  circa  1912,  we  read  the 
following  comment  by  Jim  Foley,  curator: 

Preserving  the  Wunderkammer 

There  is  a  major  revolution  going  on 
today  on  how  artifacts  are  preserved  in 
museums. 

Originally  in  17th  and  18th  century  Eu¬ 
rope,  museums  were  private  collections  of 
objects  that  individuals,  such  as  Dr.  Libby, 
exhibited  in  rows  of  cabinets.  Cabinets  were 
filled  with  objects,  most  unlabeled,  and 
rooms  were  filled  with  cabinets.  These  mu¬ 
seums  were  called  Wunderkammers,  which 
is  German  for  "wonder  cabinets."  The 
Libby  is  a  classic  Wunderkammer. 

Today  there  is  a  movement  by  museum 
professionals  to  change  how  museum  ob¬ 
jects  are  presented,  and  education  is  the  fo¬ 
cus  of  this  movement.  Museum  profession¬ 
als  feel  that  museums  should  exhibit  only 
about  one  third  of  what  was  originally  ex¬ 
hibited,  and  use  the  additional  available 
space  for  informational  purposes  — narra¬ 
tives,  illustrations,  photographs,  and  au¬ 
dio/visual  programs.  In  this  way,  the  pub¬ 
lic  will  see  less  objects,  but  will  learn  more 
about  the  ones  that  they  are  seeing.  The  re¬ 
sult  of  this  movement  is  that  we  are  losing 
our  Wunderkammers. 

It  is  our  plan  to  preserve  this  Wunder¬ 
kammer  environment  at  the  Libby.  Because 
we  are  losing  this  type  of  artifact  presenta¬ 
tion,  it  will  make  the  Libby  a  museum 
within  a  museum. 

The  Libby  is  not  a  large  museum,  so  we 
feel  that  we  can  still  present  exhibitions 
from  our  overall  collection  in  the  same  edu¬ 
cational  manner  as  the  new  movement  is 


doing,  but  without  interrupting  the  general 
presentation. 

Dr.  Libby  created  a  Wunderkammer 
which  is  becoming  more  and  more  unique, 
and  it  is  our  goal  to  increase  education 
without  erasing  the  past. 

As  a  long-time  museum  visitor  and 
watcher,  as  well  as  a  frequenter  of  dusty 
archives  and  libraries,  your  editor  has 
noted  many  changes.  Indeed,  gone  are  the 
days  of  the  old  wooden  cabinets,  although 
it  certainly  would  be  interesting  to  visit 
the  National  Coin  Collection  in  Washing¬ 
ton  and  see  a  few  of  these  old  cabinets  on 
display —  just  as  they  were  in  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  in  the  late  19th  century,  or  at  the 
World's  Colombian  Exposition  in  1893, 
when  certain  parts  of  the  exhibit  were 
transferred  there. 

Recently  during  a  visit  to  the  New 
Hampshire  Historical  Society,  we  asked 
what  the  current  "fad"  was  for  popular 
investigative  research.  No  longer  is  it 
black  history  or  women  in  history  and 
politics,  we  were  informed.  Now,  interest¬ 
ingly,  the  Civil  War  is  the  hot  topic  —  more 
people  asking  about  this  than  anything 
else. 

"Popular"  or  faddish  research  extends 
to  many  fields.  A  number  of  years  ago 
while  we  were  at  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  doing  some  dig¬ 
ging  in  old  files,  curator  Sam  Gill  com¬ 
mented  that  it  was  certainly  refreshing  to 
have  someone  investigate  the  obscure 
pathways  of  early  cinema  (my  own  inter¬ 
ests  being  nickelodeon  theatres  circa  1895- 
1915),  instead  of  the  popular  subjects  of 
Marilyn  Monroe  and  Alfred  Hitchcock— 
which,  each  day,  eager  researchers  came 
to  study. 
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New  Notes  on  the  Washington- 
Lafayette  Counterstamp 


A  Curious  Counterstamp 

Over  a  long  period  of  years  I  have 
been  fascinated  by  the  famous  counter¬ 
stamp  that  is  occasionally  found  on  copper 
cents  and  silver  half  dollars,  and  a  few 
other  coins  as  well,  dated  1824  and  earlier. 
I  first  laid  eyes  on  one  of  these  about  the 
year  1955,  and  found  it  fascinating. 

The  counterstamps  were  made  from  a 
pair  of  dies  measuring  about  9  mm.  in  di¬ 
ameter.  The  obverse  die  has  the  inscription 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON  in  a  partial  circle 
surrounding  a  portrait  of  Washington  facing 
left,  while  the  reverse  is  inscribed  GEN¬ 
ERAL  LAFAYETTE,  with  the  date  1824  be¬ 
low,  surrounding  a  portrait  of  Lafayette  fac¬ 
ing  right.  Most  examples  seen  by  me 
have  Washington  on  the  obverse  of 
the  host  coin  and  Lafayette  on 
the  reverse,  although  in  my 
own  collection  I  have  a  pair 
of  1824  half  dollars  (one 
from  the  Mehl's  Belden 
Roach  Sale  catalogue,  il¬ 
lustrated  there),  one  with 
Washington  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  the  other  with 
Lafayette  on  the  obverse. 

As  in  1955  no  one 
among  mv  earlv  numis¬ 
matic  acquaintances  could 
tell  me  anything  about  the 
counterstamps,  1  reverted  to 
that  ever-helpful  source:  my 
numismatic  library.  At  the  time 
my  shelves  of  books  and  catalogues 
were  modest,  but  1  did  have  nearly  a  full 
set  of  The  Numismatist,  dating  back  to  1894 
(1  lacked  the  really  rare  issues  of  1888-1893 
and  even  today  have  only  a  reprint  set). 

Duffield's  Study 

I  knew  just  where  to  look:  In  Frank 
Duffield's  serial  article,  "A  Trial  List  of  the 


Countermarked  Modern  Coins  of  the 
World,"  which  began  in  the  July  1919  issue 
and  continued  for  many  years  afterward. 
Duffield,  a  Baltimorean,  was  editor  of  The 
Numismatist.  Relating  to  the  counterstamp 
in  question,  he  had  this  to  say: 

One  of  the  most  interesting 
stamps  found  on  United  States  coins  is 
that  of  the  bust  of  Washington  on  one 
side  and  the  bust  of 
Lafayette  on  the 
other  side.  These 
pieces  are  not 
numerous, 
and  bring 
good  prices 


when  of¬ 
fered  for  sale. 
The  occasion 
for  the  stamping 
was  Lafayette's 
visit  to  this  country  in 
1824,  but  where  and 
when  the  stamping  was  done, 
has  not  been  satisfactorily  determined. 

The  version  most  generally  ac¬ 
cepted  is  contained  in  a  letter  received 
sometime  ago  from  one  of  our  corre¬ 
spondents  as  follows:  "When  you  come 
to  the  United  States  section  of  your  ar¬ 
ticle  on  countermarked  coins,  play  up 


with  a  good  story  regarding  the  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Lafayette  heads  countermarked 
on  various  coins.  There  are  different  sto¬ 
ries  regarding  the  stamp,  all  of  which 
have  been  questioned  as  to  correctness. 

The  story  most  generally  told  is  that 
while  Lafavette  was  being  entertained  at 
the  Mint  during  his  visit  to  the  United 
States  about  1824,  in  compliment  to 
Lafayette,  each  of  which  party  was 
privileged  to  offer  a  coin  on  which 
the  stamp  was  made  from 
k  punches  that  had  been  pre- 
pared  especially  for  the 
^  purpose.  I  have  a  United 
A  States  half  dollar  with  a 
i  very  good  stamp  of 

■  Lafayette's  head." 

Another  story  is 

■  to  the  effect  that  d  u  ring 

■  a  procession  in  honor 
I  of  Lafavette,  coins  bear¬ 
ing  the  stamps  were 

thrown  from  one  of  the 
carriages  to  the  crowds  lin¬ 
ing  the  streets  to  which  the 
procession  passed. 

Duffield  wrote  that  he  was 
aware  of  this  counterstamp  existing 
on  cents  of  1815,  1817,  1818,  1822,  and 
1823;  dimes  of  1820, 1821,  and  1822;  half 
dollars  of  1824;  and  a  Spanish  silver  real. 

Lafayette's  Visit 

In  1824  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette, 
popularly  known  as  General  Lafavette, 
French  hero  of  the  American  Revolution, 
revisited  America  and  was  proclaimed  bv 
Congress  to  be  "the  nation's  guest."  Nu¬ 
merous  printed,  medallic,  and  other  trib¬ 
utes  were  created  during  the  course  of  his 
stay  in  the  United  States,  which  extended 
into  the  year  1825.  It  was  his  plan  to  visit 
each  of  the  states  in  the  Union. 
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Bv  coincidence,  as  these  words  are  be¬ 
ing  written,  I  am  putting  the  finishing 
touches  on  a  new  book,  the  working  title  of 
which  is  A  Romantic  Adventure:  Edmund  Rob¬ 
erts  and  the  Famous  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804. 
Roberts  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  and  lived  there  for  much  of  his 
life.  He  was  related  by  marriage  to  Levi 
Woodburv,  who  for  much  of  the  Andrew 
Jackson  administration  (1829-1837)  served 
as  secretary  of  the  Treasury,  including  dur¬ 
ing  the  very  important  time  when  Christian 
Gobrecht  was  hired  for  the  engraving  staff 
(1835)  and  steam  coinage  was  introduced 
(1836).  However,  although  a  book  could  be 
written  about  Woodbury,  and  during  my 
research  about  Roberts  I  encountered  much 
Woodbury  family  information,  the  focus 
was  on  Edmund  Roberts.  On  October  1, 
1835,  he  personally  delivered  on  behalf  of 
President  Jackson  a  presentation  set  of  coins 
to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat,  consisting  of  Proof 
coins  dated  1834  plus  a  Proof  1804  Class  I 
silver  dollar  and  a  Proof  1804  $10.  This  rep¬ 
resents  the  earliest  known  time  at  which  an 
1804  dollar  changed  hands.  Later,  it  was  to 
become  what  B.  Max  Mehl  called  "The  King 
of  American  Coins,"  the  most  famous  of  all 
coin  rarities. 

In  the  course  of  ferreting  out  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  Edmund  Roberts,  I  came 
across  several  accounts  of  Lafayette's  visit 
to  Portsmouth,  an  event  in  which  Roberts 
played  a  part.  The  following  is  an  excerpt 
from  the  forthcoming  book: 


Gen.  Lafayette  Comes  to  Portsmouth 

On  Wednesday,  September  1,  1824, 
Gen.  Lafayette  visited  Portsmouth  in  the 
afternoon  and  evening,  a  brief  stop  on  the 
beginning  of  what  would  be  an  extensive 
tour  of  the  United  States.  He  arrived  at  the 
harbor  of  New  York  City  on  August  15, 
was  greeted  effusively  at  Castle  Garden 
and  elsewhere,  then  headed  north  along 
the  coast,  stopping  a  towns  and  cities 
along  the  route.  His  entourage  consisted  of 
Gen.  Lafayette;  his  son,  George  Washing¬ 
ton  Lafayette;  his  secretary,  A.  Lavasseur;  a 
servant;  and  drivers.  The  party  was  carried 
in  three  carriages  consisting  of  an  open 
barouche  decorated  with  flags  and  drawn 
by  four  horses,  this  used  in  processions;  a 
closed  stagecoach  drawn  by  four  horses; 
and  a  covered  baggage  coach  drawn  by 
two  horses. 

All  along  the  way  Lafayette  was 
greeted  by  public  dignitaries,  parades, 
balls,  receptions,  festooned  buildings,  and 
other  evidences  of  trappings  of  celebration. 
The  citizens  of  America  were  grateful  for 
the  help  that  Lafayette  had  provided  dur¬ 
ing  the  War  for  Independence,  and  the 
1824  visit,  which  extended  into  1825,  pro¬ 
vided  the  opportunity  to  demonstrate  their 
appreciation. 

Portsmouth's  hosting  of  Lafayette 
seems  to  have  outdone  all  previous  visits 
to  the  town  by  dignitaries  including 
George  Washington  in  1789  and  James 
Monroe  in  1817  (when  our  Edmund  Rob- 
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erts  was  also  on  the  greeting  committee), 
both  of  whom  stayed  for  a  much  longer 
time.  The  era  seemed  to  be  particularly 
right  for  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm,  and 
no  effort  was  spared  to  make  Lafayette 
welcome.  Among  those  assisting  with  the 
arrangements  and  participating  in  the  cer¬ 
emonies  was  Edmund  Roberts. 

Members  of  the  Committee  of  Ar¬ 
rangements  met  Lafayette  at  Hampton 
Falls,  New  Hampshire,  near  the  border 
with  Massachusetts.  The  first  stop  was 
Greenland,  where  he  was  greeted  by  a 
military  salute,  the  assembled  towns¬ 
people,  and  some  who  had  come  in  ad¬ 
vance  from  his  next  stop,  Portsmouth.  In 
Greenland  several  arches  had  been 
erected,  one  supported  by  two  young  la¬ 
dies  representing  the  allegorical  figures 
of  Liberty  and  Peace.  The  two  girls  gave 
Lafayette  a  wreath  and  olive  branch  re¬ 
spectively.  After  local  ceremonies,  he 
was  introduced  to  the  Portsmouth  se¬ 
lectmen  who  had  come  to  Greenland  to 
join  his  escort  party.  The  weather  was 
rainy  throughout  the  day,  which  damp¬ 
ened  the  clothing  but  not  the  spirits  of 
those  involved. 

At  the  town  line  between  Greenland 
and  Portsmouth  a  vast  procession  was 
formed.  The  official  order  was  as  follows, 
but  by  the  time  that  all  interested  citi¬ 
zens,  merchants,  organizations,  and  well- 
wishers  had  joined  in,  the  parade  was 
two  miles  long; 


Castle  Garden 
in  New  York 
City,  where 
Lafayette  was 
greeted  upon 
his  arrival  in 
America  in 
September 
IS24. 
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Marshal  in  front. 

Marshals,  escort  on  horseback,  and 
additional  marshals. 

Marshal. 

Committee  of  Arrangements  in  car¬ 
riages. 

Selectmen  in  a  carriage. 

Chief  Marshal  and  two  aides. 

General  LaFayette  in  an  open  car¬ 
riage,  accompanied  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Selectmen. 

The  General's  family  in  a  carriage 
accompanied  by  one  of  the  Selectmen. 

Marshal  and  two  aides. 

Gentlemen  who  have  been  Gover¬ 
nors  of  the  State. 

Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress. 

judges  of  the  U.S.  Courts  and 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  State. 

Officers  of  the  Navy  and  Army 
of  the  United  States,  Senators  and 
Representatives  of  the  State,  and 
strangers  of  distinction  in  carriages. 

Marshal  and  two  aides. 

Citizens  in  carriages. 

Marshal  and  two  aides. 

The  procession  began  about 
noon,  and  by  about  one  o'clock  had 
reached  Wibird's  Hill,  where  a  "na¬ 
tional  salute"  was  given  by  the 
Portsmouth  Artillery,  and  bells  in 
town  buildings  began  to  ring.  As  they 
neared  the  business  district,  1,000  school 
children  watched  the  procession.  Girls 
were  dressed  in  white,  with  wreaths  of 
flowers  in  their  hair,  while  the  boys  wore 
hats  with  a  badge  inscribed  "Welcome 
Lafayette."  The  procession  was  escorted  by 
a  battalion  consisting  of  the  Strafford 
Guards  (from  Dover),  the  Rockingham 
Guards,  and  Gilman's  Blues  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Lefavour. 

Large  arches  of  evergreens,  decorated 
with  allegorical  scenes  and  patriotic  motifs, 
were  built  over  Court  Street  and  at  the  end 
of  Market  Street,  each  with  the  inscription, 
WELCOME  LAFAYETTE,  THE  HERO  OF 
77,  WHO  FOUGHT  AND  BLED  FOR 
FREEDOM. 

Citizens  waved  ribbons  and  banners 
and  cheered  from  the  sides  of  the  streets, 
from  windows,  and  even  from  roofs  of 
buildings.  The  long  procession  continued 


through  Middle  Street,  Broad  Street,  Court 
Street,  and  Congress  Street,  to  Franklin 
Hall,  where  Lafayette  left  his  open  coach 
and  received  the  personal  greetings  of  the 
selectmen. 

Lafayette  replied  that  although  his 
schedule  called  for  him  to  go  to  Washing¬ 
ton  as  an  early  order  of  business: 

I  am  happy  to  revisit,  at  least,  the 
town  of  Portsmouth,  where  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  past  favors  [during  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War]  mingle,  with  most  grateful 
feelings,  for  our  present  affectionate  and 
flattering  reception. 

Governor  David  L.  Morrill  then  ad¬ 
dressed  Lafayette  and  the  audience,  add¬ 
ing  his  welcome. 


A  reception  for  Lafayette  was  held  in 
Franklin  Hall  in  the  Portsmouth  Hotel,  with 
30  Revolutionary  War  veterans  who  had 
served  under  him  being  among  those  in  at¬ 
tendance.  Included  were  General  Smith  of 
Portland,  Maine,  who  had  served  under 
Lafayette  for  three  years;  and  a  Mr.  Dow,  of 
Portsmouth,  who  tearfully  expressed  his 
gratitude.  The  taproom  in  the  hotel  was  a 
favorite  hangout  for  Daniel  Webster,  the 
orator  and  politician  who  once  lived  in 
Portsmouth,  but  later  moved  to  Massachu¬ 
setts.  The  Portsmouth  Hotel  became  known 
as  the  Franklin  House  by  the  late  1830s. 

The  New-Hampshire  Gazette  continued 
the  story: 

From  Franklin  Hall  the  General 
was  accompanied  to  the  Mansion-House 
of  the  late  Governor  Langdon,  which 
had  been  prepared  for  his  reception.  Af¬ 
ter  this  he  was  escorted  to  Jefferson  1  fall, 
where  a  public  dinner  was  given.  The 


Hon.  John  F.  Parrott  president,  assisted 
by  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Edward  Cutts, 
Jr.,  Enoch  G.  Parrott,  Langlev  Boardman, 
Benjamin  Penhallow,  Edmund  Roberts, 
Nathaniel  B.  March  and  Stanley  Larkin, 
Esq'rs,  as  vice-presidents. 

The  companv  consisted  of  nearly 
300,  and  is  supposed  to  be  the  largest 
that  ever  dined  together  in  this  town. 
After  dinner  a  number  of  toasts  were 
drank  — among  them  were  the  following: 

By  Hon.  John  F.  Parrott,  Presi¬ 
dent:  "General  LaFayette  and  the  Rights 
of  Man.  While  America  welcomes  her 
Hero  and  Friend,  may  Europe  practice 
lessons  he  taught,  and  imbibe  the  prin¬ 
ciples  for  which  he  fought  and  bled." 

By  Gen.  LaFayette:  "The 
Town  of  Portsmouth.  May  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  her  Republican  institutions 
ever  give  the  lie  to  the  narrow,  self¬ 
ish,  sophistry  of  European  Aristoc¬ 
racy  and  Despotism." 

By  Governor  Morrill:  "Our 
distinguished  guest,  the  adopted  Son 
of  our  country;  Gen.  LaFavette,  one  of 
the  surviving  Heroes  of  the  American 
Revolution." 

By  N.A.  Haven,  Esq.  Vice 
President:  "National  gratitude,  the 
strongest  incentive  to  public  virtue, 
and  its  purest  reward." 

By  Edw.  Cutts,  Jr.  Esq.  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent:  "The  founders  of  American  Inde¬ 
pendence.  May  those  rational  principles 
of  liberty  which  they  espoused  and 
transmitted,  be  extended  throughout  the 
world." 

Bv  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury':  "The 
generous  Allies  of  America  in  her  war  for 
Independence  — ere  long  among  them  as 
among  us  mav  the  voice  of  the  People  be¬ 
come  everv  where  triumphant." 

Bv  Jacob  Sheafe,  Esq.:  "The  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States." 

Bv  Rev.  Mr.  Burroughs:  "The 
Philanthropic  Hero,  who,  amidst  our 
revolutionary  struggles,  provided  him¬ 
self  a  ship  to  take  passage  to  our  country, 
and  also  supplied  our  troops  with  arms 
and  clothing,  when  tec  were  too  poor  to 
furnish  them.  Mav  He  and  his  descen¬ 
dants  never  want  blessings  and  honors  ' 

Bv  Judge  Durell:  "1  he  Constitu- 


The  John  Langdon  House  where  Lafayette  stayed  during  his 
visit  to  Portsmouth,  Neiv  Hampshire. 
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tion  of  the  United  States- may  it,  ere 
long,  be  received  as  the  general  text-book 
of  European  politicians." 

Bv  Col.  Colden,  of  New  York: 

The  enviable  fame  of  the  disinterested 
Patriot,  the  consistent  Politician,  and  the 
gallant  Soldier." 

Bv  Capt.  Crane,  of  the  Navy:  "The 
surviving  Soldiers  of  the  Revolution." 

By  Lemuel  Adams,  Esq.:  "Greece 
and  the  infant  Republic  of  South 
America  — may  the  next  century  give 
them  as  occasion  of  festivity  as  just  and 
joyful  as  the  present.'' 

By  Samuel  Cushman,  Esq.:  "Gen. 
LaFayette.  As  distinguished  for  his 
moral  worth,  as  for  his  patriotism  and 
love  of  rational  liberty." 

In  the  evening  the  General  at¬ 
tended  the  Ball,  given  at  Franklin  Hall  in 
honor  of  the  occasion.1  He  retired  about 
10  o'clock  to  his  lodgings  [at  the  John 
Langdon  house],  apparently  very  much 
gratified,  and  soon  after  left  town  for 
Boston,  accompanied  as  far  as 
Newburvport,  by  a  deputation  from  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements. 

The  Court-House,  Jefferson-Hall, 
Franklin-Hall,  the  public  houses,  and 
several  private  buildings  in  Congress, 
Court,  and  Pleasant  Streets  were  bril¬ 
liantly  illuminated.  The  buildings  at  the 
Navy-Yard  were  also  illuminated,  and 
made  a  very  handsome  appearance. 

Lafayette  departed  Portsmouth  about 
midnight,  and  arrived  in  Boston  at  seven 
the  next  morning.  While  in  Portsmouth  he 
was  implored  to  visit  Dover  by  a  contingent 
from  that  town,  but  stating  that  his  schedule 
did  not  permit  this,  he  expressed  his  regrets. 
Later  in  his  American  tour  he  revisited  New 
Hampshire  and  stopped  at  various  interior 
towns  including  Dover  and  Concord. 

The  C.C.  Wright  Connection 

Spurred  by  my  first  encounter  in  1955 
with  a  Washington/ Lafayette  counter¬ 
stamp,  I  began  gathering  as  much  informa¬ 
tion  as  I  could  find.  Today  in  1999, 1  have  a 
shelf  filled  w'ith  books  and  chronicles  about 
Lafayette,  concentrating  upon  his  1824-5 
visit.  While  I  have  not  read  every  para¬ 
graph  in  every  book,  1  have  done  quite  a 
bit  of  skimming,  and,  alas,  I  have  not  (yet) 


found  any  contemporary  mention  of  the 
counterstamps. 

For  a  long  time -in  fact,  until  this 
spring  —  1  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  dies  for 
this  counterstamp  (and  a  small  medalet  also 
struck  from  the  same  die  pair)  were  the  work 
of  Charles  Cushing  Wright.  1  simply  fol¬ 
lowed  the  thinking  expressed  oft  times  by 
earlier  numismatists,  including  W.S.  Baker  in 
his  1885  book,  Medallic  Por¬ 
traits  of  Washington,  in  which 
he  attributes  the  dies  to 
Wright  (pp.  93, 95). 

The  fascination  with 
this  led  me  to  accumulate  a 
lot  of  information  about 
Charles  Cushing  Wright, 
enough,  in  fact,  to  write  a 
book  about  him  (so  many 
book  ideas  and  so  little 
time!).  Without  serious 
question,  Wright  was  the 
pre-eminent  American  die 
sinker  in  the  private  sector 
from  1826  (the  date  of  his  il¬ 
lustrious  Erie  Canal  medal) 
to  the  mid-1850s.  Along  the 
way  he  created  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  medals  ever 
struck  by  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  he  made  the  dies  for  the  first  1851  oc¬ 
tagonal  $50  coins  for  Augustus  Humbert, 
and  more.  He  was  also  a  numismatist,  and 
in  1831  he  is  known  to  have  given  a  lecture 
on  ancient  coins.  Moreover,  his  personal  col¬ 
lection  was  gifted  to  the  New  York  Public 
Library.  By  one  of  those  strange  (but  fre¬ 
quent)  coincidences  in  numismatics,  in  1982 
the  New  York  Public  Library  consigned  its 
coins  and  medals  to  us  for  auction,  and  they 
were  duly  catalogued  and  presented.  When 
the  coins  were  entrusted  to  our  care,  the  ac¬ 
companying  information  said  nothing 
about  how  they  were  acquired.  Years  later 
and  from  a  different  source,  1  learned  that 
certain  of  the  medals  we  sold,  including 
from  dies  by  Wright,  were  from  the  artist's 
own  collection! 

A  New  Contender! 

In  recent  months  I  and  several  others 
have  been  corresponding  with  Karl 
Moulton,  a  seller  of  out-of-print-numis¬ 
matic  books  and  a  diligent  seeker  of  his¬ 


torical  knowledge.  He  is  in  the  process  of 
studying  early  quarter  dollars  of  the  1796- 
1838  years,  and  along  the  wav  has  found 
some  information  not  hitherto  published  in 
numismatic  circles.  Among  our  letters 
there  was  mention  of  Lafayette  in  regard  to 
his  connection  with  Edmund  Roberts. 

Out  of  the  clear  blue  sky  (for  me)  Karl 
Moulton  informed  me  that  on  December  30, 
1824,  E.  Luigi  Persico,  a  sculp¬ 
tor  and  artist,  was  paid  $80  bv 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  for 
"modeling  a  small  medallion 
head  for  the  silver  coins." 

A  lightbulb  flashed  in 
my  head!  The  last  quarter  of 
the  year  1824  would  have 
been  a  logical  time  for  the 
Mint  to  have  created  dies  for 
the  counterstamp,  for 
Lafayette's  visit  was  just  get¬ 
ting  underway.  The  "small 
medallion  head  for  the  silver 
coins"  could  refer  to  this  pair 
of  dies,  as  the  term  small  me¬ 
dallion  was  used.  Besides,  in 
1824  there  was  no  coinage 
portrait  alteration. 

Interestingly,  Karl  in¬ 
formed  me  that  his  source 
for  this  information  was  none  other  than 
Frank  H.  Stewart's  History  of  the  First 
United  States  Mint,  page  188.  Having  read 
Stewart's  book  several  times  in  my  life,  1 
secretly  blushed  at  having  overlooked  this 
obvious  clue! 

If  the  Persico  and  Mint  connection 
with  the  Washington/ Lafayette  dies  can  be 
confirmed,  this  would  place  the 
counterstamps  as  the  first  United  States 
commemorative  coins,  unseating  the 
present  holder  of  that  title,  the  1848  CAL. 
gold  $2.50.  The  third  commemorative  coin 
in  the  list  would  then  become  the  1892  Co¬ 
lumbian  Exposition  half  dollar. 

I  wrote  to  Karl  Moulton  forthwith: 

1  am  verv  excited  about  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  the  1824  Washington-Lafavette 
medalet,  and  I  congratulate  vou  for  calling 
this  to  my  attention.  I  had  seen  this  nota¬ 
tion  many  times  before  in  the  Stewart 


1  While  there,  he  greeted  and  shook  the  hands  ot 
about  300  ladies. 


1824  half  dollar  counter- 
stamped  with  the  heads  of 
Washington  and  Lafayette. 
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book,  but  had  never  really  absorbed  it!  In¬ 
cidentally,  it  you  ever  have  anv  chance  to 
see  any  back-up  records,  1  would  be  very 
interested  in  any  more  vou  could  provide. 
Lafayette  was  in  America  for  parts  of  1824 
and  1825,  as  you  know.  The  counterstamps 
may  have  been  from  dies  made  at  the 
Mint  — now  I  think  this  is  likely  based 
upon  what  you  have  said  — but  whether 
the  coins  were  counterstamped  at  the 
Mint,  1  don't  know.  Certainly,  coins  other 
than  current  issues  were  used,  including 
Spanish-American  silver. 

As  a  fantasy  idea,  I  can't  help  but 
think  that  there  might  have  been  a  sce¬ 
nario  in  which  someone  took  the  dies  and 
traveled  along  with  Lafayette,  and  struck 
souvenirs  on  the  spot— just  as  someone 
might  make  rolled-out  Lincoln  cents  to¬ 
day.  I  do  have  documentation  that  in  1832 
Joseph  Conrad t  caused  to  have  struck 
medals  from  a  press  that  traveled  through 
Philadelphia  on  a  float  during  the  Febru¬ 
ary'  22  parade  honoring  President  George 
Washington.  This  would  fit  in  nicely  with 
Frank  Duffield's  earlier  comment: 

"Another  story  is  to  the  effect 
that  during  a  procession  in  honor  of 
Lafayette,  coins  bearing  the  stamps  were 
thrown  from  one  of  the  carriages  to  the 
crowds  lining  the  streets  through  which 
the  procession  passed." 

The  dies  for  the  Washington- 
Lafayette  piece  are  so  small  that  little 
force  would  have  been  required  to  have 
struck  the  pieces.  Thus,  a  portable  appa¬ 
ratus  could  have  been  used,  possibly 
even  something  in  the  ancient  coin 
style  — two  dies  hinged. 

Where  to  from  Here? 

Just  as  the  New-Hampshire  Gazette  in 
Portsmouth  chronicled  what  Lafayette  did 
in  his  visit  to  that  town,  dozens  of  other 
papers  in  America  carried  accounts  of  his 
visit  to  their  towns.  Perhaps  a  perusal  of 
some  of  these  would  describe  the 
counterstamps  and  their  distribution.  On 
the  other  hand,  what  is  everybody's  busi¬ 
ness  at  one  time  sometimes  becomes  no 
one's  business  later.  Journalists  were  apt  to 
be  dazzled  by  Lafayette's  presence,  and  to 
concentrate  on  describing  souvenirs  sim¬ 
ply  was  not  done.  General  concepts  were 


aplenty  in  early  accounts,  but  minute  de¬ 
tails  were  scarce.  Similarly,  we  may  never 
know  how  the  horses  drawing  his 
barouche  were  caparisoned,  or  what  the 
seats  were  made  of  in  the  coach,  or  how 
many  pairs  of  stockings  he  took  with  him. 

The  dies  themselves  may  yield  clues. 
Were  the  letter  punches  in  the  inscriptions, 
WASHINGTON  and  LAFAYETTE,  and  the 
numerals  1824,  used  on  other  tokens,  or 
medals,  or  even  coinage? 

In  my  opinion,  while  the  dies  may 
have  been  made  for  the  Mint,  it  seems  un¬ 
likely  that  the  counterstamps  were  pro¬ 
duced  within  the  Mint,  or  else  current 
(1824  or  1825)  coins  would  have  been  used. 
As  it  was,  the  coins  counterstamped  seem 
to  have  been  taken  from  pocket  change, 
with  emphasis  on  one-cent  pieces. 

Perhaps  someone  struck  these  during 
parades,  by  impressing  coins  that  the 
populace  presented  for  stamping,  much  as 
one  might  insert  a  cent  in  a  "penny-roll¬ 
ing"  machine  today  to  create  a  souvenir. 
Or,  perhaps  they  were  thrown  from  a  pa¬ 
rade  exhibit  which  included  a  small  Mint 
press  and  Mint  employees. 

The  Conradt  Medal 

In  connection  with  the  possibility  of 
coins  being  tossed  to  the  crowd  from  a  pa¬ 
rade  float,  the  aforementioned  Conradt 
medal,  also  known  as  the  "Cordwainers' 
Medal,"  provides  an  illustration.  Only 
three  are  said  to  be  known  of  this  medal, 
one  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
Collection,  another  in  the  Norweb  Collec¬ 
tion  at  one  time,  and  another  in  the  George 
M.  Parsons  Collection  sold  by  Henry 
Chapman,  June  1914.  One  of  these  was 
catalogued  as  part  of  the  Nicholas  Petry 
Collection  by  the  Chapman  brothers,  May 
10,1893,  Lot  770: 

Bust  with  fine,  strongly-marked 
features;  in  military  costume,  and 
draped  facing  right;  down  right  side, 
beginning  at  forehead,  is  Washington.  Be¬ 
neath  the  bust  in  field,  Conradt  170  N. 
Fourth  St.  R.  Oak  wreath  enclosing  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  ms  country,  Feb.  22'1  1832;  in  six 
lines,  beneath  base  of  wreath.  Phila.  Tin. 
Very  fine.  Pierced  over  head  for  suspen¬ 
sion.  Of  excessive  rarity,  only  one  other 
being  known  to  exist,  and  its  present 


whereabouts  is  unknown;  it  was  bought 
by  Mr.  Cogan,  but  for  whom  we  know  not, 
it  was  sold  at  the  Micklev  sale,  1878.  It  was 
only  'very  good,'  so  that  this  is  probablv 
the  finest  specimen  of  the  two.  Size  22. 

This  medal  is  not  in  the  Petrv  col¬ 
lection,  but  placed  here  [as  an  added 
consignment]  so  everyone  will  have  an 
equal  chance  to  purchase  it  — the  man 
who  is  willing  to  pay  the  most  for  it  will 
secure  the  prize. 

On  February  22, 1832,  William  L. 
Clayton,  then  a  boy  of  six  vears  of  age, 
was  standing  at  his  father's  door.  Fifth 
Street  below  Buttonwood  Street,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  watching  the  procession  in  honor  of 
Washington's  Birthday  pass  by;  when  the 
"old  coining  press"  came  along  they  were 
striking  these  medals  and  throwing  them 
out  to  the  populace,  the  present  piece  was 
thrown  to  him  and  he  caught  it. 

His  father  made  a  small  hole  in  it, 
so  he  could  wear  it,  and  told  him  to  pre¬ 
serve  it  as  a  memento  of  the  occasion, 
and  it  has  remained  in  his  possession  to 
the  present  time,  highly  prized.  It  is 
strange  that  it  should  be  one  of  the  only 
two  known  specimens,  and  until  this  ap¬ 
peared  the  Mickley  one  was  considered 
unique.  It  decides  that  Conradt  was  the 
die  sinker  or  engraver  of  the  dies,  and 
not  merelv  a  medal  to  advertise  himself. 

In  the  Philadelphia  Directory  for  1831  he 
is  given  as  an  engraver. 

Will  the  Mystery  Be  Solved? 

The  preceding  narrative  relates  what  1 
know  about  the  Washington/ Lafavette 
counterstamp,  not  including  some  citations 
I  could  have  provided  from  auction  and 
fixed-price  catalogues  and  some  interest¬ 
ing  correspondence  I  had  a  few  vears  ago 
with  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  and,  separately,  the 
late  Stu  Witham. 

It  seems  that  the  Luigi  Persico  connec¬ 
tion  draws  us  closer  to  the  answer,  but  the 
mvstery  has  not  reached  its  last  chapter. 
More  clues  will  be  welcomed! 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  learned 
that  Dr.  John  Kleeberg  will  be  giving  a  pre¬ 
sentation  on  Lafavette  at  the  Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference,  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society,  November  20,  1999.  1  have 
sent  him  much  information  from  mv  files 
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Our  Way  of  Saying  Thank  You . . . 


Order  $100  worth  of  coins  from  this  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  receive  this  CD 
FREE  with  our  compliments ! 


And,  for  your  listening  pleasure  we  offer  you  An  Evening 
at  the  Home  of  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  a  two-CD  set  featuring  melo¬ 
dies  on  the  "Mighty  Wurlitzer"  theatre  pipe  organ.  Lean 
back  in  your  favorite  chair,  close  your  eyes,  and  get  set  to 
enjoy  old-time  melodies,  including  several  performances 
once  heard  by  famous  film  producer  Cecil  B.  DeMille.  The 
old-time  selections  are  all  the  more  remarkable,  as  you  can 
experience  the  same  type  of  music,  the  same  arrangements, 
and  the  same  everything  else  as  if  you  had  been  there  years 
ago!  These  are  not  modern  arrangements,  they  are  the  origi¬ 
nals.  The  present  set  of  CDs  was  recorded  by  Joe  Cimino  on 
the  Wurlitzer  theatre  pipe  organ  in  the  library  and  music 
room  of  Dave  Bowers'  home,  a  Wurlitzer  Style  135  with 


many  similarities  to  the  instrument  enjoyed  earlier  in  the 
present  century  by  noted  film  director  Cecil  B.  DeMille  in 
his  California  home.  Years  ago,  Dave  acquired  DeMille's 
personal  library  of  pre-recorded  paper  music  rolls  used 
on  DeMille's  organ,  and  today  these  same  melodies  are 
played  for  you.  The  instrument  was  restored  by  Tim 
Westman,  who  worked  nearly  two  years  on  the  project. 
We  guarantee  you  the  best  part  of  two  hours  of  listening 
fun  and  enjoyment. 

This  CD  set  is  yours,  with  our  compliments,  with  any 
$100  coin  purchase  from  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 
Just  ask  Gail  or  Janet  for  your  FREE  2-CD  set.  An  Evening 
with  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  when  you  place  your  order. 


United  States  Gold  Coins 


Gold  coins  are  hot!  Market  conditions  are  great, 
and  we've  seen  more  action  in  gold  coins  in  recent 
times  than  at  any  other  period  in  the  past  decade.  Due 
to  low  bullion  prices,  common  "types"  are  inexpen¬ 
sive-check  our  double  eagles,  for  example.  On  the 
other  hand,  rare  gold  coins  are  as  rare  as  ever,  and  the 
widening  demand  for  gold,  brought  on  by  more  col¬ 
lectors  entering  the  field,  has  focused  attention  on 
scarcities  and  rarities. 

In  this  listing  we  offer  a  very  pleasing  selection  of 
gold  coins  from  dollars  through  double  eagles.  Each 
coin  has  been  carefully  selected  to  offer  a  combination 
of  excellent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus  good 
value  for  the  price  we  ask. 

Gold  Dollars 

Our  fine  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes  ex¬ 
amples  of  each  of  the  three  types:  Type  I,  Liberty 
Head  (1849-1854);  Type  11,  Small  Indian  Head  (1854- 
1856);  and  Type  Ill,  Large  Indian  Head  (1856-1889). 
We  offer  attractive  Mint  State  and  pleasing  circulated 
coins,  plus  many  better  dates  within  the  series. 

Choice  Mint  State  1851  Gold  $1 

1851  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  exhibit 
pale  olive  highlights.  A  pleasing  example  of  Type 
I  gold  dollar  coinage.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  ..  1,595 
1851  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

Choice  Mint  State  1853  Gold  $1 

1853  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous, 
with  strong  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,595 

Lustrous  1853  Gold  Dollar 

1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  with  the  over¬ 
all  visual  appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  Struck  from  a 
shattered  obverse  die,  with  heavy  cracks  connect¬ 
ing  many  of  the  obverse  stars . 1,595 

1853  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1853  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  or¬ 

ange-gold  highlights  on  both  sides.  An  affordable 
and  pleasing  example  of  the  type . 350 

1854  Type  I.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  395 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  attractive 

specimen  of  this  highly  popular  variety.  A 
lovely  coin  that  will  look  just  right  in  a  type  set 
nf  gold . ..1,350 

1855  I  ype  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  orange-gold 
surfaces.  The  fields  are  lightly  reflective.  ...  1,350 

1855  I  ype  II.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous .  1,350 


Highly  Important  1855-0  Gold  $1 


1855-0  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lovely  and  lustrous  example 
of  the  only  Type  II  gold  dollar  issue  from  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  From  a  fairly  small  mintage  of  just 
55,000  pieces.  Scarce  in  AU  or  higher  grades,  and 

highly  important  as  such . 2,395 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces.  .  1,150 

Famous  1870-S  Gold  $1  Rarity 


1870-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  coin  which  stands 
high  as  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  encoun¬ 
tered  within  the  MS-63  grade  category.  Semi¬ 
prooflike  fields  and  cameo  devices.  The  final  San 
Francisco  Mint  gold  dollar,  a  well-known  classic 
rarity.  The  mintage  figure  is  usually  stated  as 


3,000  coins,  but  there  is  the  possibility  that  1,000 
of  these  were  struck  from  a  reverse  die  without  a 
mintmark,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  a  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  coin . 7,750 

Choice  Mint  State  1873  Open  3  $1 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  on  frosty  surfaces.  The  interesting  variety  with 
a  raised  vertical  die  line  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck.  A 
near-gem  gold  dollar  with  all  the  aesthetic  appeal 
of  a  higher  grade . 1,595 


Gem  1874  Gold  Dollar 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  loveiv 
olive  highlights.  An  attractive  gem  specimen  of 


the  date,  and  fairly  scarce  as  such . 2,695 

Choice  1874  Gold  Dollar 
1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  strong 
lustre . 1,495 


BOWERS  AND  MERENAS 


Our  Next  Two  Coin  Shows 

November  12-14, 1999 

Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Baltimore,  MD 

January  6-9,  2000 

F.U.N.  Convention 
Orlando,  FL 

We  hope  to  see  your  there! 


7999-2000  Auction  Schedule 

November  11-13, 1999 

Baltimore,  MD 
(with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltiniore  Convention) 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

January  4-5,  2000 

Orlando,  FL 
(The  Rarities  Sale) 

March  23-25,  2000 

Baltimore,  MD 
(with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

May  25-26,  2000 

New  York  Citv,  NY 
The  Bass  Collection  -  Part  III 
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Satiny,  Lustrous  1874  Gold  $1 
1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  near-gem 


with  pale  rose  toning . 1,495 

1874  AU-55 .  229 


Gem  1889  Gold  Dollar 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  A  frosty  and  highly  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  final  date  in  the  gold  dollar  series. 
Rich  rose  toning  accents  the  overall  quality.  A 
grand  combination  of  quality  and  value. ...  1,650 
1889  MS-62.  Brilliant . 795 

Quarter  Eagles 
($2.50  Gold) 

Quarter  eagles  in  our  inventory  range  from  the 
desirable  and  rare  1807  onward  and  include  along  the 
way  a  nice  selection  of  "types"  as  well  as  scarce  issues 
and  high-grade  pieces. 


Rare  and  Beautiful  1807  $2.50 


1807  Breen-1.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing,  bright  yellow 
gold.  A  very  beautiful  specimen  of  this  rare  early 


quarter  eagle  type . 5,895 

1843-0  Small  Date.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 350 


Lustrous  1844-C  $2.50  Rarity 


1844-C  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  finest  examples  we  have  ever  offered  for  sale. 
Well  struck  and  very  attractive.  A  find  for  the 
Charlotte  specialist . 11,950 

Mint  State  1847  $2.50 


1847  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  lustre.  This 
scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  (29,814  pieces 
struck)  is  readily  available  in  VF  or  so,  but  is  a 
rarity  of  some  note  in  Mint  State.  We  don't  recall 
the  last  time  we  were  able  to  offer  an  Uncirculated 
example  of  the  date . 5,350 

Regarding  the  rarity  of  the  1 847  quarter  eagle  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated,  it  is  worth  noting  that  K  GS  has  certified  just  10  examples 
of  this  date  in  Mint  State,  the  highest  graded  being  MS- SI 


1849  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1853  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1853  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare,  but  attractive 

and  inexpensive . 349 

1854-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 


Memorable  Mint  State  1860-S  $2.50 


1860-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  beautiful,  rare,  and 
quite  memorable  Mint  State  specimen  of  an  issue 
that,  when  seen,  is  usually  encountered  in  such 
grades  as  VF  and  EF.  There  were  no  quarter  eagles 
of  any  kind  recovered  from  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan,  and  we  are  not  aware  of  any  potential  or 


other  sources  for  additional  specimens . 5,050 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 770 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1879  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Low-Mintage  1881  Quarter  Eagle 


1881  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  specimen  of 
one  of  the  foremost  key  issues  among  Liberty 
Head  quarter  eagles.  Only  691  coins  were  struck! 
Seldom  offered  in  any  grade . 5,495 


If  this  is  your  first 
Rare  Coin  Review 

Please  join  us  as  a  subscriber!  It's  as 
easy  as  A-B-C,  as  easy  as  pie: 

The  cost  is  $145  (to  U.S.  addresses), 
for  which  you'll  receive  a  year's  worth 
of  our  periodicals  (which  cost  us  over 
$300  to  produce  and  deliver  to  you!), 
the  most  acclaimed  price  lists,  private 
periodicals,  and  auction  catalogues  in 
numismatics! 

PLUS,  you  can  take  your  pick  of  up 
to  $50  list  price  worth  of  books  in  our 
Books  for  Sale  section,  and  we'll  send 
them  to  you  as  a  thank  you  for  sub¬ 
scribing.  And,  we'll  pay  the  postage. 

Here's  all  you  do:  Take  out  your  credit 
card,  call  toll-free  1-800-222-5993,  and 
charge  your  subscription  on  the  spot. 


Beautiful  1889  Quarter  Eagle 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,995 

1889  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 308 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

Choice  Mint  State  1898  $2.50 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. .  1,450 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . . . 1,195 


Gem  1900  Quarter  Eagle 


1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  specimen  of  the 
final  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury  (or  the  first  year  of  the  20th  century,  if  you 
are  not  mathematically  inclined).  Not  a  rarity, 
even  in  MS-65,  but  surely  a  first-class  showpiece 


for  a  first-class  type  set . 2,450 

Lustrous  1900  $2.50  Gold 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

Brilliant  1901  Quarter  Eagle 

1901  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 


Gem  1902  Quarter  Eagle 


1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  gold  and  rose  toning  on 
satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem  specimen 

of  the  date . 2,495 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  1,295 

Satiny  MS-65  1903  $2.50 


1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  intense 
honey  gold  lustre  on  frosty  surfaces.  A  lovely, 
nearly  flawless  gem . 2,795 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena,  you  never  have  to 
worry  if  a  coin  is  authentic.  We  uncon¬ 
ditionally  guarantee  forever  that  every 
item  we  sell  is  authentic! 
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1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

Choice  1905  Quarter  Eagle 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 


Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 


branch  mint  issue  of  the  denomination  (1796- 

1929) . 3,650 

1925-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1926  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  "pleasant"  coin  that 
is  at  once  attractive  and,  in  the  context  of  the  se¬ 
ries,  inexpensive . 349 

Gem  Mint  State  1927  $2.50 


Mint  State  1854  $3 


1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  gold 
and  olive  highlights.  A  satiny  gem  from  the  first 
year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  unique  incused  Indian 
Head  design;  the  design  motifs  are  sunken  into 
the  coin  rather  than  raised  above  the  surface,  as  in 


virtually  all  other  U.S.  coin  design  types.  ..  3,695 

1908  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 995 

1910  MS-62  (ICG).  Brilliant . 395 

Choice  1911  Indian  $2.50 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  orange-gold  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  attractive  lustre . 1,595 

1911  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 355 

1912  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1914  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1915  MS-62  (ICG).  Brilliant . 395 


Lustrous  1925-D  $2.50 
Gem  Mint  State-65 


1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  hint  oT  rose  iridescence  that  adds  consid¬ 
erably  to  the  overall  beautv  of  the  coin.  The  final 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  community,  few  companies 
can  match  Bowers  and  Merena.  We 
have  established  our  reputation 
through  honesty,  courtesy,  selection, 
award-winning  publications,  and  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  hobby.  Bowers  and  Merena 
is  a  firm  you  will  be  proud  to  deal  with. 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  lively  olive 
lustre  on  both  sides.  Sharp  and  attractive,  and 
certainly  worthy  of  the  gem  designation. .  3,350 

1927  AU-58.  Brilliant . 255 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Mostlv 

brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 875 

It  is  not  widely  known,  but  is  true,  that  in  the  late  1920s 
quarter  eagles  did  not  circulate  at  face  value.  They  were 
obtainable  now  and  then  from  banks,  but  often  through  a 
friend  who  was  a  teller  or  cashier.  Reflective  of  the  scarcity  of 
quarter  eagles -although  they  were  still  being  minted— in 
1933  when  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  called  in  gold 
coins,  quarter  eagles  were  exempted,  as  they  were  all  consid¬ 
ered  to  have  numismatic  value. 

Three-Dollar  Gold 

All  $3  gold  coins  are  scarce  or  rare,  although  some 
are  scarcer  or  rarer  than  others.  In  this  issue  we  offer 
a  nice  selection  of  this  elusive  denomination,  com¬ 
mencing  with  multiple  examples  of  the  first  year  of 
issue,  1854. 

If  you  study  price  guides,  you  will  quickly  real¬ 
ize  that  while  $3  coins  are  considered  rare  on  all 
counts,  a  collection  of,  perhaps,  90%  of  the  dates 
and  mintmarks  from  1854  to  1889  can  be  purchased 
for  less  than  $1,000  per  coin  in  grades  from  VF  to 
AU.  If  this  piques  your  fancy,  Gail  Watson  would 
be  happy  to  set  you  up  on  a  Want  List  Program  and 
let  you  know  when  needed  dates  and  mintmarks 
come  to  hand. 


Attractive  Uncirculated  1854  $3 


1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  honey 
gold  lustre.  From  the  first  year  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  the  only  year  with  the  word  DOLLARS 
in  small  letters . 3,550 

The  issues  of  1855-1889  are  from  a  reverse  die  that 
differs  slightly  from  that  used  in  1854.  Chief  among  the  differ¬ 
ences  is  the  si/e  of  the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse  I  he 
1854-dated  pieces  all  have  that  word  in  small  letters,  while  the 
later  dates,  1855-1889,  all  displav  DOLLARS  in  a  noticeably 
larger  size. 


1854  MS-62  (PCGS)  A  lovelv,  sharp,  lustrous  coin. 
All  you  could  desire  at  the  MS-62  level.  Ideal  for 


a  type  set . 2,695 

1854  AU-58.  Brilliant . 

1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of  lustre  re¬ 
main  on  pleasing  golden  surfaces . 1,295 


Mint  State  1855  $3  Gold 


1855  MS-60  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces  exhibit  warm 
honey  gold  toning  and  strong  lustre.  A  nice  coin 

for  the  grade,  and  a  good  value  overall . 2,350 

1855-S  VF-20.  Free  of  all  but  a  few  tiny  marks,  and 
pleasing  for  the  grade  as  such.  A  low-mintage 
(6,000  pieces)  branch  mint  issue,  the  first  in  the 
series  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint . 1,095 

Rare  1866  $3  Gold 

1866  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  reflective  fields 
and  frosty  devices.  Warm  orange  toning  graces 
both  sides.  A  rariti/  by  any  standard,  vet  available 
for  only . 1,595 

Mint  State  1878  $3 


1878  MS-63(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satim  with  strong 
lustre  and  a  whisper  of  pale  rose  toning  on  both 
sides.  A  lovely  representative  example  of  the  date 
and  design  tvpe . 3,795 

Lustrous  1878  $3  Gold 

1878  MS-60  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen,  ideal  tor  a 

high-grade  tvpe  set . 1,795 

1878  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractiv  e  1,150 


S-  TO  ORDER  - 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 
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Half  Eagles 

Halt  eagles  in  our  listing  will  surely  please  every¬ 
one,  for  thev  range  from  early  dates  to  late,  from  high 
grades  to  low  grades,  and  from  expensive  rarities  to 
inexpensive  "type"  coins.  Along  the  way  are  many 
interesting  new  purchases.  We  have  been  writing 
checks  almost  as  if  they  are  going  out  of  style,  and  the 
result  are  many  "goodies"  from  which  you  can  select. 


Popular  1803/2  Overdate  $5 


1803/2  Breen-2d.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleasing 
yellow  gold.  Lustrous  reflective  surfaces  offer  the 
visual  appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  Free  of  all  but  a 
few  trivial  marks.  Nicely  struck,  particularly  at 
the  reverse  center,  where  the  eagle  shows  strong 
feather  details.  Overdate  plainly  evident  under 
low  magnification.  A  lot  of  coin  for  the  assigned 


grade,  and  a  good  value  as  such . 6,995 

1837  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous . 1,225 


Gorgeous  1839  Liberty  Head  $5 


1839  AU-55  (PCGS).  First  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  or 
Coronet  type  by  Christian  Gobrecht.  A  gorgeous 
AU  coin. . . . . 2,100 


Lustrous  1840  $5 

1840  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  warm  orange-gold 
highlights.  From  the  second  vear  of  the  design 
type.  Early  Coronet  gold  is  experiencing  a  resur¬ 
gence  in  popularity.  We  are  delighted  to  offer  this 
example  for  your  numismatic  consideration.  1,495 
1840  EF-45  (PCGS) . 595 


Buy  Today ,  Enjoy  Tomorrow! 

When  you  place  your  order  from 
this  Rare  Coin  Review  with  Gail  Watson 
or  Janet  Lavertue,  ask  them  about  our 
express  delivery.  In  this  way  the  coins 
you  order  today  can  be  in  your  hands 
tomorrow.  The  extra  cost  is  nominal 
and  for  larger  orders  is  free. 


1844  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1848  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 1,050 

1850  EF-40 .  695 

1851  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425 


Choice  Uncirculated  1853  $5 


1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1881-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1882- CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 845 

1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  995 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  satiny  orange-gold  specimen 
with  strong  lustre  on  both  sides.  Struck  from  a  shat¬ 
tered  obverse  die,  with  a  network  of  cracks  con¬ 
necting  the  date  and  the  stars  on  the  left  of  the  coin, 
a  feature  that  lends  considerable  interest. ..  12,500 
1856-S  Breen-6626,  Medium  S.  AU-50  (NGC). 
Plenty  of  lustre  and  rich  orange  toning  make  for 
an  attractive  coin  overall.  Much  rarer  than  its 
moderately  sizable  mintage  (105,100  pieces)  in¬ 


dicates.  Seldom  offered  above  EF . 1,395 

1858  EF-45  (NGC) . 565 

Rare  1868-S  Half  Eagle 

1868-S  EF-45 .  1,750 

1873  Open  3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1873  Open  3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 569 


Important  1873-S  Half  Eagle 
A  Condition  Rarity  Coin 


1873-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  orange-gold  toning  and 
strong  lustre  make  for  a  visually  appealing  treat. 
Factor  in  the  rarity  of  the  date  (just  31,000  pieces 
were  struck)  in  grades  above  EF,  and  "winner"  comes 


instantly  to  mind.  A  great  opportunity . 4,695 

1879  AU-50.  Brilliant . 275 


Choice  Mint  State  1880  $5 


Choice  Mint  State  1884  $5 


1884  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 3,650 


1884-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1884-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 


1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  attractive.  950 


1887  $5  Classic  Rarity 
Famous  Proof-Only  Issue 


1887  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Rich  orange-gold  highlights 
grace  the  reflective  fields  and  frosted  design  mo¬ 
tifs.  Just  87  Proofs  of  this  date  were  struck,  with  no 
attendant  business  strikes.  Whenever  Liberty 
Head  $5  gold  coins  are  discussed  among  special¬ 
ists,  the  1887  is  mentioned  if  rarities  come  to  the 


fore.  An  American  classic . 19,950 

1890- CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

Lustrous  1891-CC  Half  Eagle 

1891- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  and 

lustrous  coin . 1,750 

1891-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1893- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 499 

1894- S  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1895  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 465 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 


1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  prooflike  half  eagle  of 
near-gem  quality.  The  frosty  devices  and  mirror 
fields  exhibit  a  dusting  of  pale  rose  and  orange 


toning.  Appealing  in  all  respects . 3,195 

1881/0  AU-55  (NGC).  Interesting  overdate .  1,095 

1881  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 815 


Gem  Mint  State  1899  Half  Eagle 


1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satim  and  brilliant  gem  of  the 
highest  order  (within  the  grade  limitations,  ol 
course).  A  warm  olive  glow  enhances  the  overall 

quality . <■>  500 
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A  Curious  Treasure! 


Nolan  Mims  sent  us  an  interesting 
treasure  story  he  came  across  in  an  un¬ 
dated  publication  titled  Profiles  of  the  Past, 
by  Harold  Mabry,  published  in  DeQueen, 
Arkansas. 

We  hadn't  heard  this  tale  before,  and 
we  reprint  it  herewith  with  appropriate 
credit  to  our  correspondent  and  Mr. 
Mabry: 

One  early  spring  day  in  1935,  two 
men  hoeing  strawberries  on  a  hilltop 
overlooking  the  prehistoric  saltworks  at 
Cerro  Gordo,  Arkansas,  set  the  scene, 
and  the  sudden  clank  of  metal  and  glint 
of  gold  furnished  the  clue  for  the  start  of 
an  interesting  but  ironic  drama.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  legend,  the  location  of  this  straw¬ 
berry  patch  was  the  site  of  the  original 
settlement  of  Cerro  Gordo,  and  several 
buildings  were  once  there,  including  a 
saloon.  This  premise  seems  logical,  inas¬ 
much  as  the  salt  deposits  were  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  first  attraction  to  this  vicinity. 

The  young  men,  Curtis  Pauley,  liv¬ 
ing  in  Ashdown,  Arkansas,  and  Leonard 
Irvan,  living  in  Boggy  Springs  near 
Horatio,  Arkansas,  were  soon  almost  in¬ 
coherent  with  gold  fever,  for  at  their  feet 
lay  a  cache  of  coins  uncovered  by  the 
previous  day's  plowing.  Some  of  the 
coins  had  been  dragged  by  the  plow  for 
some  distance  along  the  strawberry  row 
but  most  of  them  remained  in  neat  stacks 
with  newspaper  between  the  coins.  The 
newspaper  was  completely  disinte¬ 
grated  except  for  discs  between  the 
coins.  The  cache,  buried  in  what  appar¬ 
ently  was  once  a  chimney  corner,  was 
wrapped  in  a  net-like  cloth,  perhaps  a 
shawl,  that  like  the  newspaper,  crumbled 
at  a  touch.  The  paper,  however,  was  de¬ 
termined  to  be  of  a  date  in  the  1840s. 

For  several  days  they  scrounged 
the  entire  area,  finding  a  few  more  plow- 


scattered  coins  and  finally  the 
treasure  was  listed  as  follows: 

70  — Liberty  Head  $10 
pieces,  dated  1840 
27  —  Liberty  Head  $5  pieces, 
dated  1837 

47— Liberty  Head  $2.50 
pieces,  dated  1844 
15  — Roman  Head,  Brit¬ 
ish  coins,  dated  1832 
10  — Small  Bechtler  21- 
carat  gold  coins. 

A  comparison  of  the 
value  of  such  a  cache  is  that 
in  1935  labor  was  $1  for  a 
10-hour  day,  flour  was  $1.48 
for  48  pounds,  fancy  dress 
socks  cost  seven  cents  and  a  new 
Ford  V-8  car  with  safety  glass  windows 
was  advertised  for  $495.  The  nation  was 
in  the  grip  of  the  Great  Depression. 

The  finders  realized  that  this  trea¬ 
sure  was  worth  considerably  more  than 
face  value  to  collectors  but  the  fact  that 
the  government  had  called  in  all  gold  in 
1934  complicated  such  a  sale  to  no  end. 
When  they  asked  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  for  advice,  they  got  it:  Don't  sell 
or  do  anything  until  investigated  and 
advised.  The  detectives  came  and  went. 
Lists  were  made,  letters  written,  and  fi¬ 
nally,  permission  was  granted  to  sell  to 
collectors. 

Then  began  negotiations  to  sell  the 
coins,  and  eventually  they  were  shipped 
by  registered  mail  to  a  buyer  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  who  had  offered  double  face 
value  for  most,  $25  each  for  the  Bechtler 
pieces.  At  last  it  seemed  some  spendable 
money  was  in  the  offing  — but  then  came 
a  letter: 

"We  are  in  receipt  of  the  coins 
which  vou  sent  us,  but  regret  to  have  to 
inform  vou  that  every  piece  in  the  lot  is 


a  counterfeit.  They  are  not  gold,  but 
only  a  base  metal  gilted.  We  are  sorry 
that  we  are  compelled  to  return 
them  herewith." 

Of  course,  other  tests  were 
made,  including  those  by  the  Se¬ 
cret  Service  Department.  John 
Osborn,  investigator  for  the  U.S. 
Secret  Service  was  quoted  in  the 
Daily  Oklahoman  (and  McCurtain 
Gazette  and  DeQueen  Bee),  as  com¬ 
menting:  "  'One  of  the  neatest  jobs 
of  counterfeiting  I've  ever  seen. 

The  workmanship  is  beautiful.  But 
this  is  one  counterfeiting  case  we  will 
never  solve.  It  goes  back  at  least  75  years, 
when  Oklahoma  was  just  a  wilderness, 
with  a  few  traders  following  the  Indian 
trails.'  While  the  coins  themselves  are 
bogus,  Osborn  believes  there  is  nothing 
counterfeit  about  their  age." 

The  preceding  story  is  interesting. 
The  fact  that  so  many  pieces  bore  the 
same  dates  might  indicate  that  a  counter¬ 
feiting  operation  was  in  progress  a  cen¬ 
tury  earlier.  However,  it  would  be  very 
curious -although  not  unheard  of -for 
someone  to  counterfeit  Bechtler  gold 
coins  (which  were  struck  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina  and  which  saw  very  limited  circula¬ 
tion  outside  their  area  of  production). 
Whether  this  is  a  good  story,  or  whether  it 
has  some  foundation  in  fact,  or  whether 
the  coins  were  genuine  or  false,  may 
never  be  known. 

While  the  Secret  Service  has  had  all 
good  intentions  in  the  past,  it  has  been 
our  personal  experience  that  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  certain  agents  in  the  field  often 
overlooks  basic  numismatic  fundamen¬ 
tals.  We  recall  a  number  of  years  ago 
when  an  agent  brought  in  a  "counterfeit’ 
1871  nickel,  stating  that  the  design  was  all 
wrong.  Your  editor  took  a  copy  of  the 
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Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  and 
showed  him  that  it  was  a  normal  speci¬ 
men  of  the  Shield  design,  certainly  unfa¬ 
miliar  in  modern  times,  but  known  well 
enough  to  numismatists.  In  another  in¬ 
stance,  a  well-known  Los  Angeles  dealer 
had  a  perfectly  excellent  Mint  State  1893-S 


Morgan  silver  dollar  taken  by  the  Secret 
Service,  who  "tested"  it  by  bathing  the 
coin  in  acid  to  see  if  the  mintmark  would 
fall  off!  Well,  it  didn't,  but  the  coin  was 
numismatically  ruined  (we  understand 
that  some  type  of  a  financial  settlement 
was  reached  with  the  Secret  Service). 


Of  course,  these  are  exceptions,  and 
in  modern  times  many  Secret  Service 
agents  have  been  very  enlightened  and 
have  served  the  coin  collecting  commu¬ 
nity  well  — particularly  if  they  have  inter¬ 
faced  with  numismatic  experts  and  have 
sought  advice. 


Y'All  Come! 

George  Washington  Remembered 


The  year  1999  marks  the  200th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  passing  of  The  Father  of 
Our  Country.  Washington  died  on  De¬ 
cember  14, 1799,  and  the  nation  mourned 
for  months  afterward. 

Today  in  1999  we  are  all  busy  with 
computers,  space  exploration,  the  stock 
market,  and  other  modern  things,  so  much 
so  that  very  little  has  been  done  to  honor 
the  memory  of  Washington  (although  we 
have  not  overlooked  a  commemorative  is¬ 
sue  and  the  new  "state  reverse"  quarters). 

However,  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  is  doing  its  part,  and  on  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  at  the  Society  headquarters  (135th 
Street  and  Broadway,  New  York,  New 


York  10032)  the  annual  Coinage  of 
the  Americas  Conference  (COAC) 
will  be  held  under  the  aegis  of  Dr. 
John  Kleeberg.  If  you'd  like  to  at¬ 
tend,  contact  the  Society  for  details 
(telephone  212-234-3130,  fax  212- 
234-3381). 

Dave  Bowers  will  be  one  of  the 
presenters  and  will  talk  about  the 
vast  influence  Washington  tokens 
and  medals  had  on  numismatics  in 
the  1860s  when  they  were  the  "hot¬ 
test"  items  in  the  rare  coin  market! 
(Hard  to  believe  today,  but  the  state¬ 
ment  is  true.)  Other  speakers  will 
present  fascinating  information,  insur¬ 
ing  a  day  of  numismatic  enjoyment. 

PLUS,  our  November  sale  in  Bal¬ 
timore  will  include  the  Lucien 
LaRiviere  Collection  of  Washington 
coins,  tokens,  and  medals,  with  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  early  issues  —  the  clas¬ 
sic  part  of  the  field.  Such  medals  as 
multiple  specimens  of  the  Washington  Be¬ 
fore  Boston  issue  (including  a  magnificent 
silver  original!),  the  Voltaire  medal,  the 
Manly  medal,  the  Washington-Getz  "cent" 
made  in  Pennsylvania,  the  American  Bea¬ 
ver  medal,  the  C.C.A.U.S.  medal,  and 
more  — often  in  different  medals  or  die 
combinations  — will  be  offered  at  auction. 

Washingtonia  (or  Washingtoniana)  in 
November!  We  invite  you  to  be  a  part! 

P.S.  The  Washington  portrait  above  is 
from  an  engraving  by  Christian  Gobrecht 
and  is  hanging  on  our  office  wall.  We  lent 
a  copy  to  Russ  Rulau  and  George  Fuld  a 
few  years  ago,  and  they  used  it  in  their 
book,  The  Medallic  Portraits  of  Washington, 


published  this  past  January,  their  "part"  in 
remembering  the  200th  anniversary  heri¬ 
tage  of  our  first  president. 

P.S.S.  Our  sale  of  the  Lindesmith  and 
LaRiviere  Collections  will  feature  a  de¬ 
lightful  numismatic  smorgasbord  ranging 
from  colonial  and  state  coins,  the  fantastic 
LaRiviere  Collection  of  early  Washington 
medals  mentioned  above  (and  a  few 
shown  below),  and  half  cents,  large  cents, 
minor  coins,  early  silver,  Liberty  Seated 
and  Barber  coins,  Morgan  dollars  galore, 
and  fantastic  gold  including  Mint  State  and 
Proof  coins!  PLUS,  much,  much,  more. 


St'pti’mbt’r-Novemlx’r  I'-W/ Rare  Lout  Reviae  #DI 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


1899  MS-63  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 965 

|W9  MS-63  (POGS)  Brilliant . 965 

1900  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Thanks  to  today's  mar¬ 

ket  levels,  a  choice  Mint  State  coin  such  as  this  can 
be  yours  for  only . 819 

190 1/0- S  Overdate.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  1,050 
1901-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 819 

Choice  1903  Half  Eagle 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  on  sat¬ 
iny  orange-gold  surfaces.  Exceptionally  nice 
within  the  grade,  a  "gem"  if  you  will.  It  is  difficult 
to  imagine  a  finer  looking  MS-64  Liberty  half 


eagle  of  any  date . 2,350 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant .  875 

1904  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1904-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  scarce  and  quite  unappre¬ 
ciated  as  such . 695 


Our  attention  was  first  called  to  the  rarity  of  the  1904- 
S  by  an  expanded  description  in  one  of  New  Netherlands 
Coin  Co.  sales  of  the  1950s.  At  the  time  your  then-teenaged 
editor  devoured  every  word  that  New  Netherlands  pub¬ 
lished,  and  regretted  that  their  catalogues  were  so  infre¬ 
quently  issued,  just  about  everyone  thought  1904-S  was  a 
common  date,  and  without  checking  we  recall  that  it  listed 
for  little  if  any  more  than  a  common  date  in  the  Guide  Book. 
Our  interest  piqued,  we  thought  for  sure  we  could  quickly 
bu  v  a  handful  of  1904-S  $5  coins,  including  Mint  State  pieces, 
but  after  some  effort  we  could  not  track  down  a  single  coin  in 


any  grade! 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1905-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 559 

1906  MS-63  (NGC). Brilliant . 915 


Choice  Mint  State  1906-D  $5 

1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  even  lustre  on 
satiny  honey  gold  surfaces.  First  year  of  the  Den¬ 


ver  Mint . 1,995 

1908  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 

1908  Liberty.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 


An  anachronistic  design  by  1908,  as  in  other  series 
($2.50,  $10,  and  $20)  the  Liberty  Head  motif  was  discontinued 
in  1907. 

Exceptional  Mint  State  1908  Indian  $5 


1908  Indian.  MS-64  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  of 
the  Indian  Head  design  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt.  A 
satiny,  beautiful  specimen  that  is  sure  to 
pk.rr'  . 3,950 


Brilliant  Uncirculated  1909-S  $5 


1909-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Half 
eagles  of  this  date  and  mint  are  plentiful  in  cir¬ 
culated  grades  but  emerge  as  scarcities  in  Mint 


State . 2,350 

1910-  S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1911- D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1911-D  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 549 


Gorgeous  1913  Indian  $5 


1845-0  EF40  (ICG).  Brilliant 
1848-0  EF-40(  I \  (N  Brilliant 
1849  AU-50i\gc  i  Brilliant 

1849  AU-50  (IN  ( 5)  Brilliant . 

1850  Small  Date.  FI -45  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  a  t.ur 

amount  of  lustre  remaining . 1,395 

The  date  numerals  on  this  rare  varictc  were  punched 
with  the  devices  intended  for  halt  eagles  ot  the  same  date 

1855  AU-55  (ICG).  A  nice  original  piece.  1,295 
1860  I  P-40,  ICC) . . . 

1880- S  MS-62  (NGC)  .1,125 

1881  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1881- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

1882  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Today  you  can  get  a  "lot 

of  coin  for  the  money"  among  Liberty  Head 
eagles  of  the  late  19th  century . 975 

1883  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  . 

1883  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  499 

1884  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  819 

1884- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  975 

1885  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  690 

1885- S  MS-62  (NGC)  I  ustrous  1,315 

1885- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous..  499 

1886  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  .  695 

1886- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 539 


1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  matte-like  surfaces  display 
strong  mint  lustre  and  attractive  olive  toning  high¬ 
lights.  Here  is  a  grand  opportunity  for  the  type 
collector  and  half  eagle  specialist  alike.  Difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  so  fine,  as  are  nearly  all  dates  in  the  series. .  5,395 

More  so  than  any  other  20th-century  gold  design  tvpe, 
designer  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  incused  Indian  Head  half  eagles 
(and  quarter  eagles)  are  extremely  difficult  to  locate  in  grades 
above  MS-63. 

Choice  1914  $5 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 

fine . 1,850 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our 
experience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily 
available  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance 
by  the  1908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom 
seen. 

Choice  Mint  State  1914-D  Half  Eagle 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,195 

Choice  1915  Half  Eagle 
1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,850 


$10  Gold  Eagles 

The  vast  majority  of  the  $10  coins  in  the  following 
listings  are  new  purchases,  offered  here  for  the  first 
time.  The  selection  includes  many  attractive  type 
issues  as  well  as  a  few  scarce  pieces.  Nearly  all  are 
one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock. 


Choice  Mint  State  1887-S  S10 


1887-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  satiny  with  a 


hint  of  rose  iridescence  on  both  sides . 2,995 

1887- S  MS-60.  Brilliant .  495 

1888- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  875 

1888- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 475 

1889- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  569 

1891  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  625 

Choice  Mint  State  1892  $10 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Intensely  lustrous  and  moderately 

prooflike  with  attractive  cameo  contrast.  1  ,(->25 

1892  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous .  539 

1892- CC  AU-55  (ICG).  Brilliant  1 ,050 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous .  875 

1893- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1894  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant .  975 

1894  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  .  975 

1895  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  950 

1896- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  Scarce  in  this  rela 

tivelv  high  grade .  1 .025 

1897  MS-63  i  PCGS).  Brilliant 

1897  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  519 

1897- 0  MS-61  (NGC)  Brilliant  81 3 

1897-S  AU-58  i\( .(  )  Brilliant 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC)  Brilliant 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

1898  VIS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  luMroiw 

1899  MS-63  (NGC)  Brilliant  ^2$ 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 
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1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1899- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1900  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 875 

1900  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1900- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  exhibit 

attractive  olive  iridescence . 1,365 

1901  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1901- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 845 

1902  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 625 

Choice  1902-S  Eagle 

1902- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  1,995 

1902- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 539 

1903- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 539 

1904  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous . 995 

1904- 0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 995 

1905- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous . 1,075 

1906- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous . 915 

1906-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1906- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 445 

1907- S  Liberty.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 

1910- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 665 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735 

1911- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Superb  cartwheel  lustre  on  bril¬ 
liant  satiny  surfaces . 1,295 

1913  VF-25  (PCGS) . 385 

Lustrous  1914-D  Eagle 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beau¬ 
tiful . 1,895 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Last 
year  of  eagle  coinage  of  the  decade . 1,295 


Beautiful  1926  Eagle 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre.  A  satiny  Indian  eagle  with  the  overall  ap¬ 
peal  of  a  higher  grade.  We  guarantee  you  will  be 


pleased  with  the  quality! . 1,995 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,075 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 


$20  Gold  Double  Eagles 

Welcome  to  a  beautiful  selection  of  $20  gold 
double  eagles,  most  of  which  have  just  been  pur¬ 
chased  and  are  listed  here  for  the  first  time. 

The  public  fascination  for  $20  pieces  continues  in 
view  of  generally  low  prices  for  gold  bullion,  and 
these  have  been  great  sellers  here  at  Bowers  and  Me- 
rena  Galleries.  More  than  just  a  few  people  are 
endeavoring  to  put  together  date  runs  or  sequences  of 
these  pieces,  often  selecting  grades  such  as  MS-60 
through  MS-64  as  being  an  ideal  meeting  point  be¬ 
tween  high  quality  and  low  price. 


/t  FINE  COLLECTION  IS 
YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 


Mint  State  1867  $20 


1867  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,150 

1869-S  AU-50  (ICG) . 1,085 

1869-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 785 


1867  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,150 

1869-S  AU-50  (ICG) . 1,085 

1869-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 785 


Lustrous  1871-S  Double  Eagle 

1871-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  so 
lustrous  and  beautiful.  Most  1871-S  double  eagles 


show  extensive  wear . 1,525 

Scarce  1872-S  Double  Eagle 

1872-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this  high 
grade . 1,950 

1873  Open  3.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,190 

1874  AU-50 .  850 

1874-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1874-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1874- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1875- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 785 

1875- S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1876- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 785 

1876-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1877  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 949 

1877  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

Mint  State  1878  $20 

1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1878-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 895 

1878-  S  AU-50 .  625 

1879  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .  1,150 

1879  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 855 

1879- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1880- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,190 


Rare  1881  Double  Eagle 


1881  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the 
key  issues  among  Liberty  Head  double  eagles,  an 
issue  which  is  seldom  seen  in  business  strike  for¬ 
mat.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed  or  your 
money  back! . 13/500 


High-Grade  1881-S  $20 


1881-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Common  in  low 
grades  but  distinctly  hard  to  find  in  Mint  State. 
Rare  so  fine! . 2,150 


Rare  so  fine! . 2,150 

Lustrous  1882-S  $20 

1882- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  Mint 

State . 1,700 

1883-  S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 785 

1885-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1885-S  AU-58.  Lustrous . 723 

1888  MS-60.  Brilliant . 665 

1888-  S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 700 

1889-  S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1889-  S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1890-  S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 819 

1891- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 895 

1891- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1892- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1892-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  prooflike 

fields,  particularly  on  the  reverse  (which  is  con¬ 
siderably  finer  than  the  assigned  grade) . 775 

1892- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 765 

1893  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1893- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1894  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 700 

Choice  Mint  State  1895  $20 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1895  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 740 

MS-63  1896  Double  Eagle 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1896  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 740 

1896  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 740 

1896- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 819 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 795 

Brilliant  and  Beautiful  1897-S  $20 

1897- S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1897- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1898  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1898  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

Lustrous,  Choice  1898-S  $20 

1898- S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant .  1,550 

Brilliant  Uncirculated  1898-S  $20 

1898-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1898-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  850 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  "flashy"  piece  S=-0 
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1898-S  MS-61  (ICG).  Brilliant . 715 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,375 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,375 


Memorable  Quality  1899-S  S20 


1899-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 5,250 

1899-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1899- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1900- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1901  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1901 - S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1902- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 715 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 


Gem  1904  Double  Eagle 


1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  coin  for  a 
type  set.  Popular  date.  Beautiful  specimen!  3,250 


Choice  1904  $20 

1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,575 

Lovely  Mint  State  1904-S  $20 

1904- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1905- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1906  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 819 


Gold  Coins  from 
Bowers  and Merena... 

If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold 
coins  you  have  come  to  the  right  place. 
We  would  be  delighted  to  help  you 
with  your  type  set  or  specialized  collec¬ 
tion.  Check  this  listing  which  includes 
our  latest  acquisitions.  If  you  don't  see 
what  you  need,  then  give  Gail  Watson 
your  "want  list."  We'll  keep  you 
posted  as  new  items  come  to  stock. 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


1 906- L)  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  First  issue  of  the 
newly-opened  Denver  Mint.  Quite  possibly  struck 
from  gold  from  the  Cripple  Creek  District,  located 


about  75  miles  to  the  southwest  of  Denver . 795 

1906- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1907  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1907- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1907-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 


Famous,  Beautiful  MCMVII  $20 


MCMV1I  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-60  (NGC).  A  lovely 
specimen  of  this  famous  rarity,  an  American  clas¬ 
sic  from  the  day  it  was  minted . 9,250 

1907  Saint  Gaudens.  Arabic  date.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 

liant.  Minted  in  December  1907,  right  after  the 
MCMVII  issues . 895 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 595 


1908-S  $20  Rarity 


1908-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  1908-S  is  rare  at 
any  grade  level,  and  it  is  only  occasionally  that  we 
have  a  nice  specimen  in  stock.  Here  is  such  an 


occasion . 2,995 

1909/8  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  only  overdate  in 
the  Saint-Gaudens  series.  Always  popular. ..  995 

1909  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 859 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1910-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1910-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 

1911  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 795 

1911  AU-55  (PCGS) . 775 


1911-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  If  you  like  double 
eagles,  you've  come  to  the  right  price.  Market  con¬ 
ditions  are  very  favorable  now,  and  for  a  lower  cost 
than  anytime  in  the  past  20  years,  Mint  State  coins 
are  eminently  affordable.  Quite  a  few  Bowers  and 
Merena  clients  are  building  date  and  mintmark 
sets.  Why  not  use  this  listing  — complete  with  mam 

new  purchases  — for  a  start7 . 1 ,595 

1911-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  79S 


1911-D  MS-63  <\(  ,i  )  Brilliant 
1911-D  MS-63  l  P(  (  5)  Brilliant 
1911-S  MS-63  (NG<  |  Brilliant 

1911-S  MS-62  (PC  ( S)  Brilliant .  695 

191 3-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  745 


Key  1913-S  Double  Eagle 


1913-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Important  as  one  of 
the  most  elusive  varieties  in  the  early  span  of 


Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle  coinage . 7,850 

1914-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1914-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


1914-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  What  a  nice  selection 
of  double  eagles  we  have  — as  we  have  been  buy¬ 
ing  attractive  pieces  left  and  right,  whenever  we 
see  pieces  that  catch  our  eye  quality-wise  and 

which  are  also  good  buys . 795 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  As  these  words  are 
being  written,  we  are  distributing  a  small  cache  of 
1914-S  double  eagles,  but  they  won't  last  long! 

Order  one  for . 795 

1914-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  have  over  a 
dozen  specimens  on  hand  right  now,  but  they  are 
bound  to  sell  quickly!  Order  one,  check  the  qual¬ 
ity,  and  you'll  come  back  for  more! . 695 

1914- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1915  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1915- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

191 5-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lucky  us!  Lucky  you! 

We  bought  a  small  hoard  of  these  beautiful  coins. 

While  they  last,  buy  one  for . 795 

1915-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Going  fast!  While 

they  last,  order  one  for . 695 

1920  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 745 

1920  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 


Classic  1920-S  $20  Rarity 


1920-S  AU-58  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  ot 
the  nicest  specimens  we  have  ever  handled  of  this 
landmark  rarity .  23,500 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


In  hi*  ll)82  study  of  auction  appearances  of  various  S20 
issues,  David  VV.  Akers  commented  concerning  the  1920-S: 

This  is  one  of  the  premier  dates  in  the  Saint-Gaudens 
series.  It  is  rare  in  anv  condition  and  very  rare  in  full  Mint  State. 
As  is  t\  pica!  w  ith  most  rare  dates,  I  have  found  the  1920-S  to 
he  generally  overgraded  by  a  full  grade  or  more.  The  auction 
records  below  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  1920-S  is 
usually  found  in  Unc.  but  most  of  the  ones  1  have  seen  were 
only  EF  or  AU  Of  the  relatively  few  Uncs.  that  I  have  seen, 
only  two  were  gems,  the  Eliasberg  specimen  and  the  MS-67 
coin  above  that  is  in  a  prominent  Dallas  bank  collection. 
Overall,  1  rate  the  1920-S  as  the  seventh  rarest  date  in  the  Saint- 
Gaudens  series.  Because  of  the  existence  of  circulated  ex¬ 
amples,  1  don't  feel  that  the  1920-S  is  as  rare  a  date  as  the  1931- 
D  or  1930-S.  However,  it  is  considerably  more  rare  than  either 
of  these  two  dates  in  full  Mint  State.  Some  cataloguers  have 
estimated  that  only  a  dozen  or  fewer  1920-S  double  eagles 
exist.  Such  estimates  are  grossly  inaccurate  and  I  would  place 
the  number  more  in  the  range  of  40-50.  The  12  estimate  is 
probably  closer  to  the  number  of  Uncs.  in  existence." 


1922  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1922  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1924  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 


Impressive  1924-S  $20 


Superb  Gem  1927  $20 


1927  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful,  lustrous, 
and  especially  high-quality  example  of  this  popu¬ 


lar  date . 2,595 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 


Superb  Gem  1928  $20 


1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare  as  a  date  in 
lower  grades,  but  at  the  MS-66  level  such  coins  are 


quite  elusive . 2,895 

1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1928  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 


1924-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  rich  yellow  gold 
lustre.  A  wonderful  example  seldom  found  so 


nice . 14,500 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1925  MS-62.  Brilliant . 659 


Lovely  1925-S  Double  Eagle 


1925-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,950 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 


Add  our  great  books 
to  your  library! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


Now  you  can  review  our 
coins  listings,  book  listings, 
auction  calendar,  prices  real¬ 
ized  for  auction,  editorial  ma¬ 
terial  and  more  on  the  world¬ 
wide  web.  Our  address  is 
bowersandmerena.com  so 
check  it  out!  We'll  be  modify¬ 
ing  the  site  over  the  next  few 
weeks,  making  some  improve¬ 
ments  you  are  certain  to  enjoy. 
Drop  a  line  to  Chris  Karstedt  at 
chris@bowersandmerena.com 
and  we'll  consider  any  sugges¬ 
tions  you  may  have. 


.com 
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Build  your  own  private  treasure  of  authentic  American  gold  coins ! 


Join  our  Saint-Gaudens 

Double 
Eagle  Club! 


Everyone  loves  gold  coins,  and  for  good  reason;  they  are  at  once 
beautiful,  impressive,  and  valuable.  And,  gold  has  guided  the  fi¬ 
nancial  course  of  civilization  for  many  centuries. 

The  good  news  is  that  within  the  American  scries,  beautiful  $20  pieces 
designed  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  and  minted  from  1 907  through 
1933,  include  many  very  affordable  coins.  In  fact,  as  the  list  at  the 
bottom  of'  this  page  indicates,  there  are  32  different  varieties  diat  can 
be  purchased  for  less  than  $1,000  in  Mint  State,  some  for  much  less 
(tentative  listing  based  upon  today’s  market  valuations). 

We  invite  you  to  build  a  collection  of  affordable  dates  and  mint- 
marks.  Each  coin  is  a  beautiful,  lustrous  Mint  State  example 
certified  by  PCGS  or  NGC.  What  a  gorgeous,  impressive  collec¬ 
tion  this  will  make! 

Here  is  all  you  do: 


Special  Introductory  Dice  on  lour  First  Order 

Order  one,  two,  or  more  MS-63  double  eagles  dates  of  our  choice 
at  our  special  introductory  price  of  just  $665  (list  price  $695  or 
more).  Then,  every  month  we  will  automatically  send  you  another 
coin  that  you  need.  Your  coins  can  be  charged  to  your  credit  card, 
or  sent  for  inspection  (upon  credit  approval),  or  you  can  pay  w  ith 
your  personal  check. 

Special  Sign-Up  Bonus 

With  your  first  order  we  will  send  you  a  ' 
copy  of  O.  David  Bowers’  award-winning 
book,  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated 
History ,  illustrated  with  gems  from  the 
Eliasberg  Collection.  This  deluxe  hard¬ 
bound  volume,  profusely  illustrated 
including  color  plates,  lists  for  $57.95,  but  is  yours  1-  REE.  It  is  the 
standard  reference  on  the  series.  In  fact,  when  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  James  Baker  wanted  to  learn  about  American  gold  coins, 
he  consulted  (and  quoted  from)  this  same  book! 
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Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 


priced  at  less  than  $  1 ,000 
in  Mint  Slate! 

1907  Arabic  numerals 

1908  No  Motto 
1908-D  No  Motto 

1908  With  Motto 

1908- 1)  With  Motto 

1909 

1909- S 

1910 


1910-1) 

1914 

1922-S 

1910-S 

1914-D 

1923 

1911 

191 4-S 

1923-1) 

1911-1) 

1915 

1924 

191 1 -S 

1915-S 

1925 

1912 

1 9 1 6-S 

1926 

1913 

1920 

1927 

1913-1) 

1922 

1928 

A  cast  of"  I  icton  "  as  seen  on  the  Shaman 
Monument.  Central  Park,  .Vra  York  Cit\. 
Saint  (loudens  used  this  figure  as  a  model 
for  the  double  eagle. 


Decide  how  much  you'd  like  to  spend  each  month  on  your  collec¬ 
tion.  Eorjust  $500  (the  minimum  we  recommend),  we  can  complete 
your  collection  with  pieces  ranging  in  grade  from  MS-60  to  MS-63 
(higher  grades  available  upon  request).  Month  by  month,  your 
golden  collection  will  grow  before  your  eyes!  There  is  no  obligation 
to  continue,  and  you  can  end  your  participation  at  any  time,  simply 
by  letting  us  know  and  paying  any  balance  due.  Each  coin  comes 
with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee  of  satis¬ 
faction.  And  each  coin  comes  to  you  with 
a  special  4%  member’s  discount. 

Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet 
I  .avertue,  credit  card  in 
hand,  send  us  a  fax 
with  your  credit  card 
information,  or  mail 
us  a  note  with  your 
personal  check.  We  ll 
take  it  from  there. 


jt  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Question  &  Answer  Forum 


Q,  In  your  Encyclopedia  of  Silver  Dol- 
•  lars,  you  mention  that 
Philadelphia  dealer  Stephen  K. 

Nagy  had  said  that  he  marked 
all  his  Gobrecht  dollars  with 
a  private  mark.  You  had  a 
suggestion  for  what  this 
mark  might  be  and 
asked  for  comments. 

Our  Gobrecht  (1836, 
your  variety  1-A)  has 
what  appears  to  be  a  tiny 
dimple  about  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  I  of 
UNITED.  Have  you 
had  any  other  re¬ 
sponses  to  the 
question  about  this 
possible  mark?  — 

E.C. 


A,  Yours  is  the  first 

•  response  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  concerning  this,  although  the  book 
has  been  out  since  1993.  The  trouble  with 
Gobrecht  silver  dollars  is  that  thev  are  basi- 

J 

cally  rare  and  are  seldom  seen  in  groups. 
Perhaps  the  present  printed  comment  will 
bring  forth  another  comment  or  two. 

4* 

,  This  letter  is  long  overdue,  so  I  fi- 
•  nally  thought  tonight's  as  good  as 
any  night;  the  kids  are  in  bed,  as  well  as 
my  wife  so  I  have  some  time  all  to  myself. 
I  have  several  thoughts  to  touch  on,  so 
bear  with  me  if  I  appear  to  start  rambling. 

First,  I'd  like  to  thank  you  and  your 
wonderful  staff  for  treating  me  like  a  "big 
spender."  I  cannot  afford  to  spend  as 
much  as  I'd  like  to  on  this  wonderful 
hobby,  what  with  providing  for  my  wife 
and  three  children.  In  fact,  I  believe  I 
have  purchased  a  whopping  four  coins 
from  your  firm  since  "discovering"  you 


in  a  Rare  Coin  Review  many  years  ago.  By 
the  way,  I  must  say 
that  your  RCRs  (as  I'll 
call  them  from  here 
on)  are  a  treasure  in 
themselves.  The  knowl¬ 
edge  and  information 
that  I  receive  each 
time  I  open  one 
makes  me  feel 
like  I've  got  a 
"leg-up"  on  even 
some  dealers.  I  re¬ 
ally  appreciate  all 
your  efforts  to  help 
me  and  others  like 
me  to  become  know¬ 
ledgeable  collectors. 
But  I'm  getting  ahead  of  myself. 

I  enjoy  searching  for  coins 
with  a  metal  detector,  and  when  I 
saw  that  you  were  coming  out  with  a 
book  on  the  subject  (American  Coin  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards ),  I  knew  I  had  to  have 
one.  When  I  called  to  order  it,  the  charm¬ 
ing  lady  who  took  my  call  (Janet 
Lavertue)  asked  if  I  would  like  my  book 
signed  by  Mr.  Bowers.  I  said  sure,  not  re¬ 
ally  expecting  her  to  actually  follow 
through  on  that.  But  lo  and  behold!  When 
the  book  arrived,  there  was  the  handwrit¬ 
ten  note  to  me  from  Q.  David  Bowers  on 
the  inside  cover.  I  know  my  book  is  not 
the  only  signed  copy  in  existence,  but  to 
me  the  book  is  priceless!  First  rate  cus- 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect  of  American 
numismatics.  All  will  be  answered 
privately  by  Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff  and  selected  questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


tomer  service  from  a  first-rate  organiza¬ 
tion. 

Next  I'd  like  to  thank  you  for  my 
more  recently  purchased  tokens  of  the 
former  Empire  Coin  Company  and  the 
three  lagniappes.  (Did  I  spell  lagniappes 
right?)  All  of  them  are  beautiful  and  if  by 
chance  you  can  put  me  on  the  trail  of 
some  of  the  first  issues,  I  would  love  to 
acquire  them,  as  I  feel  these  may  very 
well  one  day  be  a  collectible  in  their  own 
right.  Incidentally,  how  many  different 
ones  have  you  issued?  I  believe  I  have  the 
third  one.  Please  correct  me  if  I'm  wrong. 

Another  word  of  thanks  for  one  of 
your  many  pieces  of  good  advice.  One 
that  goes  something  like,  "if  you  like  a 
certain  coin,  and  it  is  for  your  collection, 
don't  worry  about  making  or  losing 
money  on  the  deal."  I  know  that's  not  ver¬ 
batim,  but  it  helps  with  my  next  story... 

The  local  coin  shop  here  in  Holland 
had  a  beautiful  1938-D/S  Buffalo  nickel 
on  display.  I  don't  particularly  collect 
Buffalos,  but  I  really  appreciate  the 
beauty  of  a  well-struck  type  coin,  be  it  a 
Barber  dime  or  a  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollar.  Well,  the  asking  price  was  a  little 
more  than  I  cared  to  pay  because  if  the 
Buffalo  in  question  turned  out  to  be,  say 
MS-63  or  64,  I'd  have  a  tough  time  re¬ 
couping  my  investment.  If  it  turned  out  to 
be  an  MS-65,  I  could  live  with  that  (and 
my  wife  probably  wouldn't  kick  me  out!). 
After  drooling  over  the  coin  for  several 
months,  I  finally  thought  of  the  above- 
mentioned  advice  and  thought,  "I  like  the 
coin,  and  it's  for  my  enjoyment,  not  some 
investment."  So  I  purchased  the  coin  (the 
dealer  even  came  down  on  his  asking 
price  just  because  he  knew  I  really 
wanted  it  and  would  appreciate  it).  I 
couldn't  resist  sending  it  in  to  PCGS  to 
have  it  graded  and  slabbed;  imagine  my 
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Question  and  Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


surprise  and  jubilation  when  it  came 
back  with  an  MS-66  on  the  slab!  Thanks 
to  your  advice  I  got  a  beautiful  coin  and  a 
good  investment! 

Finally,  I  have  a  question  for  you. 
When  my  wife  and  I  purchased  a  home 
computer,  I  immediately  started  finding 
some  coin-related  websites  to  check  out. 
Naturally,  I  found  yours  and  in  the  pro¬ 
cess,  1  purchased  an  1866  two-cent  piece 
in  AU-58  that  I  saw  in  your  inventory.  I 
had  found  an  1870  two-cent  piece  with 
my  metal  detector,  and  decided  I  wanted 
to  obtain  a  higher  quality  example  to 
study,  perhaps  a  coin  of  a  different  year.  I 
settled  on  the  year  1866  because  I  was 
born  in  1966  and  kind  of  liked  the  con¬ 
nection.  Anyway,  after  purchasing  the 
two-cent  piece  and  looking  at  a  variety  of 
price  guides,  I  started  feeling  that  per¬ 
haps  I  had  paid  too  much  for  it.  In  EF-40, 
I've  seen  this  date  offered  for  approxi¬ 
mately  $40-$50.  I  paid  around  $80  for 
mine,  which,  of  course,  is  in  a  better 
grade  than  EF.  But  now,  as  I  look  through 
different  coin  magazines  including  the 
RCR,  I  notice  the  infrequency  with  which 
this  date  seems  to  be  offered.  Could  you 
comment  on  the  two-cent  piece  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  1866?  Could  this  date  be 
somewhat  of  a  sleeper?  What  books 
would  you  suggest  I  look  at  for  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  series?  Your  "two-cents 
worth"  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Best  regards  to  you  and  your  staff; 
keep  up  the  great  work.  —  D.P. 

A,  Thank  you  so  much  for  your 
•  very  nice  letter.  Although  I  have 
not  studied  the  1866  two-cent  piece  in  de¬ 
tail,  it  has  been  my  general  feeling  that 
two-cent  pieces  become  increasingly 
scarce  from  the  first  year  of  issue,  1864  — 
which  is  the  most  common  — down  to  the 
last  circulation  strikes,  1872,  the  most  elu¬ 
sive.  The  two  dates  most  often  seen  are 
1864  (Large  Motto  variety)  and  1865.  After 
that  the  supply  seems  to  fall  off  sharply. 
Thus,  the  1866  is  more  elusive  than  the 
1864  and  the  1865,  but  in  absolute  terms  it 
is  not  rare.  I  rather  imagine  that  given 
time  and  patience  you  could  buy  several 
hundred  of  them  in  a  year's  time.  Most 
would  probably  grade  in  the  range  of  VF 


or  so,  with  only  a  few  AU  or  finer. 

Quality  varies  all  over  the  place,  and 
it  may  be  the  case  that  the  cheapest  listings 
represent  pieces  that  are  not  attractive.  In 
any  event,  a  hand-picked  quality  AU  such 
as  you  have  is  by  definition  finer  than  an 
EF.  Rather  than  buying  additional  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  1866  — unless  you  want  to 
become  a  hoarder  a  la  Virgil  M.  Brand  — I 
suggest  that  you  acquire  some  other  dates. 
You  already  have  1866  and  1870.  It  will  be 
a  simple  matter  to  acquire  1864  (Large 
Motto)  and  1865.  Then  search  for  1867, 
1868,  and  1869,  and  you'll  have  a  nice  date 
run.  The  1871  will  not  be  expensive,  but 
the  1872  will  be.  Ditto  for  the  1864  Small 
Motto  variety  if  you  opt  to  acquire  one.  If 
you  get  them  all,  you  will  have  a  complete 
basic  set  of  business  strikes,  a  nice  display. 

Concerning  information  on  the  series, 
probably  the  best  general  guide  is  Walter 
Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  US  and  Co¬ 
lonial  Coins.  Beyond  that,  there  are  three 
different  references  cited  under  the  title 
"Bibliography"  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins:  Kevin  Flynn,  Getting  your  Two 
Cents  Worth,  1994;  Myron  M.  Kliman,  The 
Two-Cent  Piece  and  Varieties,  1977;  and 
Frank  Leone,  Longacrc's  Two-Cent  Piece  Die 
Varieties  &  Errors,  1991.  These  can  be  bor¬ 
rowed  by  mail  from  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Li¬ 
brary  in  Colorado 
Spring.  In  addition, 
dealers  in  out-of-print 
books  are  apt  to  have 
them. 

Thank  you  again 
for  your  nice  letter. 

4*  •If 

#  Dear  Friends:  First,  I  wish 

•  to  thank  you  for  the  two 
coins  you  sent  me,  a  1926  MS-65 
eagle  and  an  1885  Proof-65  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickel.  They  are  both 
truly  beautiful  coins,  as  have 
been  all  the  coins  I  have  bought 
from  your  company.  The  1885  nickel  is 

a  rare  date,  and  I  like  to  buy  "type"  coins 
which  also  have  rare  dates.  As  you  may 
remember,  I  also  have  bought  from  you 
an  1879  trade  dollar  and  an  1887  half  dol¬ 
lar,  both  in  Proof-65,  both  of  which  are 
also  very  scarce  dates.  My  problem  is  that 


I  am  so  picky  with  coins  that  I  end  up  not 
buying  very  many! 

1  wish  to  thank  you  for  answering 
my  questions  in  your  Question  and  An¬ 
swer  columns  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
and  The  Coin  Collector.  I  appreciate  this 
very  much. 

I  have  a  few  more  questions,  and  1 
would  greatly  appreciate  answers. 

First,  what  do  the  numbers  on  coin 
grading  "slabs"  mean?  The  holder  for  my 
eagle  says,  "Coin:29"  and  "Series:69" 
(graded  by  PCGS).  Does  this  mean  it  is 
the  29th  coin  of  that  date  and  mint  to  be 
graded  MS-65  and  the  69th  coin  of  the  se¬ 
ries  (Indian  eagle)  to  be  graded  MS-65? 
Also,  the  holder  says  8882.65  and  4907827. 
I'm  pretty  sure  the  65  refers  to  the  nu¬ 
merical  grade,  and  I  surmise  the  8882  re¬ 
fers  to  the  coin's  date,  denomination,  and 
mintmark  combination  (1926  $10  eagle) 
and  the  4907827  may  mean  it  is  the 
4,907,827th  coin  graded  by  PCGS,  but  I 
want  to  know  for  sure. 

Also,  what  do  the  numbers  mean  on 
NGC  slabs,  such  as  366137-023  on  an  1882 
Proof-65  Morgan  dollar?  My  last  question 
is  where  can  I  get  population  reports  of 
coins  graded  by  PCGS  and  NGC?  I  know 
the  information  in  such  reports  must  be 
taken  with  a  grain  of  salt. 

Please  continue  to  be  on  the  lookout 
for  the  coin  on  my  want  list.  Thank  you. 

—  J.E.D. 

PCGS  numbers  such 
as  "Series  69"  refer 
to  different  sets  or  series  of 
coins.  Thus,  Indian  Head 
gold  $10  coins  are  Series 
69  in  the  PCGS  line-up. 
Within  that  series,  the  1926 
$10  is  the  29th  coin  in  the  date 
and  mintmark  sequence.  All 
1926  $10  coins,  regardless 
of  grade,  would  have 
these  same  two  numbers 
on  the  slab. 

The  other  numbers 
are  "control  numbers"  for 
internal  accounting  for 
PCGS,  including  the  accumulating  total 
sequence.  Numbers,  numbers  everv- 
where! 
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United  States  Commemorative  Coins 


We've  been  buying  commemoratives!  We  believe 
that  nearly  all  of  the  early  1892-1954  issues  are  ridicu¬ 
lously  cheap  — in  many  instances  selling  for  less  than 
they  did  20  years  ago! 

We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the  "classic" 
era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  market  has  been  slow 
and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us  to  signal  an  op¬ 
portunity,  and  we've  been  writing  checks  whenever 
an  opportunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
unhesitatingly  states  that  among  American  coins,  few 
if  any  issues  can  match  commemoratives  for  their  his¬ 
torical  significance.  Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is 
laden  with  low  mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful 
Mint  State,  with  mintages  of  less  than  10,000  pieces, 
can  be  purchased  for  under  $100  per  coin,  sometimes 
well  under— certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T.  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Carver-Washington  series  are  prime 
examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the  right  time. 
If  you  don't  have  anything  special  in  mind,  we  sug¬ 
gest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which  consists  of  48 
different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus  the  1893  Isabella 
quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of 
50  coins.  Our  inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  issues  for  your  selection. 


Superb  Gem  Isabella  Quarter  Dollar 


1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
An  exceptional  specimen.  A  prize  for  the  connoie 
seur! . 5,25 

Interesting  facts  First  United  States  coin  to  depict  a 
foreign  monarch,  first  and  only  U  S.  commemorative  quarter 
dollar. 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-64  Brilliant.  A 

lovely  coin . 1,125 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant. 
A  pleasing  combination  of  high  grade  and  low 

(relatively)  price . 1,125 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
From  our  listing  you  might  think  that  Bowers  and 


We'll  Get  You  Started! 


Special  Commemorative 
Starter  Set  No.  1 


STARTER  SET  of  commemoratives  of 
the  1892-1954  classic  era:  We'll  select  $1,000 
or  more  worth  of  different  design  types  (no 
two  alike),  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  cer¬ 
tified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  This  will 
be  a  fine  start  on  a  48-piece  type  set.  Your 
net  price  is  $895.  In  addition,  if  you  request, 
we'll  send  some  other  pieces  to  you  on  ap¬ 
proval  to  add  to  your  set  (each  piece  will 
carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  "Special 
Commemorative  Set  No.  1." 

Special  Advanced 
Commemorative  Set  No.  2 

As  preceding,  but  we'll  select 
$3,000  or  more  worth  of  silver  com¬ 
memoratives  (each  of  a  different  de¬ 
sign)  from  the  early,  classic  years,  1892 
to  1954,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certi¬ 
fied  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  Your  net 
price  is  $2,695,  which  will  include  over 


$3,000  worth  of  coins  PLUS  a  great  book: 
Dave  Bowers'  Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  In 
addition,  if  you  request,  we'll  send  some 
other  choice  commemoratives  to  you  on 
approval  to  add  to  your  set  (each  piece 
will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for 
"Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  2." 

Special  Commemorative 
Set  No.  3 

Our  Best  Special  Set! 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set,  and 
has  even  more  coins — each  one  selected  for 
its  quality  and  beauty!  Not  only  will  you 
receive  many  different  basic  design  types, 
but  there  will  be  numerous  low-mintage 
date  and  mintmark  varieties  as  well,  a 
grand  start  on  a  specialized  144-piece  silver 
set.  You'll  get  over  $10,000  worth  of  coins  at 
our  regular  prices,  discounted  to  you  for 
only  $8,850  including  Dave  Bowers'  Ency¬ 
clopedia  of  commemoratives. 

If  desired,  we'll  send  you  some  addi¬ 
tional  classic  commemoratives  on  ap¬ 
proval,  and  will  keep  a  "want  list"  show¬ 
ing  pieces  you  still  need. 
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United  States  Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


Merena  Galleries  has  a  "corner"  on  all  of  the  nice 
commemoratives  on  the  market.  Well,  we  don't, 
but  wish  we  did.  However,  when  it  comes  to  qual¬ 
ity,  our  inventory  is  nicer  than  any  other  we  have 

ever  seen  (and  we  do  "get  around") . 1,125 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 315 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 345 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Light 

amber  toning . 345 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  a 
small  area  of  deep  violet  at  the  reverse  rim  below 

the  kneeling  figure . 279 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  EF-45.  Hints  of  deep  sil¬ 
ver  gray  in  the  recessed  areas . 215 

Notable  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  toning . 2,795 

Interesting  facts:  Struck  the  year  before  the  date  appear¬ 
ing  on  the  coin,  on  December  14, 1899,  the  100th  anniversary 
of  Washington's  death;  Lafayette  and  Washington  pictured  on 
obverse,  Lafayette  on  horseback  on  reverse,  thus  the  first  U.S. 
coin  with  the  same  person  depicted  twice  on  the  same  coin; 
first  commemorative  silver  dollar;  first  depiction  of  a  presi¬ 
dent  on  a  publicly  distributed  legal  tender  U.S.  coin. 

Further,  Lafayette  dollars  were  struck  from  hand- 
punched  dies,  resulting  in  several  collectible  die  varieties,  a 
highlv  unusual  feature  among  federal  coins  of  that  era,  all 
others  of  which  were  stereotyped  except  for  the  date  Iogotvpe 
and  mintmark  punch. 

1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 425 

Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 
Plus  Personal  Letter 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65.  With  letter  and  history.  A 

splendid  specimen,  attractively  toned,  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  long  personal  (not  "form")  letter  from 
the  Alabama  Centennial  Commission  (the  letter  is 
intact  but  split  at  the  folds)  detailing  the  history  of 
the  coin.  A  true  find  for  the  advanced  collector  of 
commemoratives  and  related  memorabilia.  2,650 


Interesting  fact?':  First  of  the  meaningless”  commemo¬ 
ratives,  a  coin  authorized  in  1920  and  struck  in  1921  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  an  anniversary  held  in  1919;  Thomas  E.  Kilby,  one  of 
two  individuals  shown  on  the  obverse,  was  the  first  living 


person  to  be  depicted  on  a  United  States  coin 

1921  Alabama  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  835 

1921  Alabama  Plain.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 219 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 129 

1936  Albany.  MS-66  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces. 
Exceptionally  high  grade  for  this  issue.  One  of  our 

many  new  purchases . 725 

1936  Albany.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Albany.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 199 

1937  Antietam.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 585 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 299 


Interesting  facts:  This  coin  celebrated  the  1836-1936 
Arkansas  Centennial  a  year  early.  Those  involved  could  hardl  v 
wait  to  tap  collectors'  wallets!  The  1936  (correct  date)  Centen¬ 
nial  year  was  celebrated  by  coinage  all  the  wav  through  1939! 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 299 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 299 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 59 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 

a  half  moon  of  golden  toning  between  3:00  and 
5:00  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  has  very  light 
golden  surfaces . 135 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 815 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  just  a  splash  of 

deep  gold  at  the  reverse  center . 359 

The  very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces  — with  a 
distribution  of  just  2,100— makes  this  one  of  the  lowest  pro¬ 
duction  figures  for  any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the 
present  century. 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  satiny; 
one  of  only  2,100  examples  of  the  date  issued.  325 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  A  lustrous  gem  with  pale 
golden  highlights  on  both  sides.  A  key  date  from 
the  final  year  of  the  Arkansas  half  dollar  series; 

just  2,100  examples  were  issued . 1,095 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 99 

1935  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Won¬ 

derfully  toned  in  light  shades  of  rose,  gold,  ma¬ 
genta . 199 

1936  Boone.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1936  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 95 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delightful 

satiny  surfaces . 365 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  golden 
iridescence  on  both  sides . 325 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Highly  lustrous  with  a  some¬ 
what  prooflike  obverse . 495 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  rose  and  gold  irides¬ 
cence  present . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  365 

1938- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Check  the  enticingh 

low  mintage! . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 


hint  of  pale  gold  and  rose . 299 

1936 Bridgeport  MS-64 (PGGS)  Brilliant  149 

1936  Bridgeport.  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  choice  for  the 
grade . 115 


Interesting  facts  The  obverse  depicts  P.T.  Itamum, 
America's  best  known  showman  The  eagle  on  the  reverse  is 
similar  lo  that  used  by  the  same  artist  (Henr\  kreis)  on  the 
1935  Connecticut  Tercentenarv  halt  dollar 


Superb  Gem  1925-S  California  50c 


1925-S  California.  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant  1,788 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant  1128 

1925-S  California.  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant  1,125 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 279 

1925-S  California.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Nicely  toned  with 

gold  and  amber  highlights . .  279 

1925-S  California.  AU-55.  Brilliant .  118 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 


Interesting  facts:  The  Carver- Washington  sets,  with  their 
multiplicity  of  varieties,  were  a  rerun  of  the  largelv  unsuccess¬ 
ful  Booker  T.  Washington  issues  of  1946-1951;  on  the  map  of 
the  U.S.  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  Delaware  was  omitted! 

1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive 


light  rainbow  iridescence . 45 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  . 25 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 


I n  teresting  facts:  This  issue  was  a  personal  project  for  the 
profit  of  numismatist  and  "pirate"  (of  sorts)  ThomasG.  Melish. 
Even  within  Cincinnati  few  people  knew  about  the  coins,  and 
the  50th  anniversary  commemorated  had  no  basis  in  historical 
fact. 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 99 

Interesting  facts:  Distributed  bv  ThomasG.  Melish,  who 
also  distributed  the  1936  Cincinnati  half  dollars;  although  the 
half  dollars  pertained  to  Cleveland,  distribution  was  from 
Melish'sCincinnati  office  over  200  miles  away  at  the  Kentucky 
border. 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 73 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 73 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 65 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  rainbow  irides¬ 
cence . 235 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 229 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  A  brilliant  and  satiny  gem 
with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides  A 
lovely  example  of  America's  first  commemorative 
half  dollar . 5 

Interesting  facts:  First  legal  tender  U.S.  coin  to  depict  a 
foreigner;  first  commemorative  halt  dollar,  issued  in  connec  ¬ 
tion  with  the  1893  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  a  fair  held 


a  year  late. 

1892  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 

light  champagne  peripheral  toning . 85 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  Brilliant  698 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 219 

1935  Connecticut.  AU-50.  Strong  lustre  on  golden 

gray  surfaces . 175 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant .  259 


Interesting  facts:  Dated  19V>  arid  struck  in  1937  thi 
issue  commemorated  a  1938  event,  some  numismatists  eor 
sider  the  ship  side  to  he  the  obverse 
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1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 245 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  245 

1936  Delaware.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 229 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 219 


Interesting  facts:  Authorized  in  1936  for  an  anniversary 
that  had  already  taken  place  in  1935;  profits  from  the  sale  of 
this  issue  went  toward  the  work  on  a  statue  in  Elgin,  which  to 
this  dav  has  not  been  erected.  In  a  recent  communication, 
Roger  Bear,  who  today  is  a  prominent  dealer  in  Elgin,  stated 
that  close  to  $100,000  is  needed  to  make  the  statue  a  reality,  and 
that  donations  are  tax  deductible. 

Of  all  modern  authors  Cornelius  Vermeule  (in  Numis¬ 
matic  Art  in  America)  has  furnished  the  most  detailed  analyses 
of  coin  motifs.  In  the  Elgin  half  dollar  he  saw  a  masterpiece: 

"It  is  difficult  to  find  a  more  aesthetically  satisfying, 
technically  superior  commemorative  half  dollar  than  the  Elgin, 
Illinois  Centennial  of  1936.  The  subjects  of  both  obverse  and 
reverse.  Pioneer  Memorial  in  Elgin,  are,  like  the  obverse  of  the 
Stone  Mountain  half  dollar  in  1925,  an  example  of  a  statue 
group  being  used  as  a  coin  design  by  the  man  who  was  also 
scul  ptor  of  the  group.  Triple  use  or  creation  can  be  said  to  have 
been  achieved,  because  the  head  of  the  old  pioneer  on  the 
obverse  is  also  the  head  of  the  man  with  the  rifle  at  the  front  of 
the  group  on  the  reverse. 

"The  three-dimensionalitv,  as  well  as  the  precise  detail, 
of  the  four  figures  has  been  cleverly  translated  onto  the  reverse 
of  the  coin.  The  lettering  is  inconspicuous  and,  especially  on 
the  obverse,  nobly  spaced  out....  The  designer  of  this  half 
dollar,  thus  also  sculptor  of  the  statue,  Trygve  A.  Rovelstad, 
has  produced  one  of  the  major  documents  of  sculptural  plas¬ 
ticity  and  vibrant  relief  in  the  series  of  commemorative  coins. 
His  obverse  is  worthy  of  a  Roman  medallion,  and  his  reverse 
rivals  the  great  Neoclassic  dies  of  England  or  Bavaria  in  the 
nineteenth  century." 


Sign-Up  Bonus: 

$50  Worth  of  FREE  Books! 

If  you  are  an  active  collector,  please 
join  us  as  a  subscriber! 

Many  wonderful,  interesting, 
value-filled  catalogues  will  come  your 
way  if  you  do! 

It's  as  easy  as  A-B-C,  as  easy  as  pie: 

The  cost  is  $145  (to  U.S.  addresses), 
for  which  you'll  receive  a  year's  worth 
of  our  periodicals  (which  cost  us  over 
$300  to  produce  and  deliver  to  you;  this 
is  why  we  solicit  subscriptions  only 
from  active  numismatists),  the  most  ac¬ 
claimed  price  lists,  private  periodicals, 
and  auction  catalogues  in  numismatics! 

And,  yes,  about  those  free  books: 
You  can  take  your  pick  of  up  to  $50  list 
price  worth  of  books  in  our  Books  for 
Sale  section,  and  we'll  send  them  to 
you  as  a  thank  you  for  subscribing. 
And,  we'll  pay  the  postage. 

Here's  all  you  do:  Take  out  your 
credit  card,  call  toll-free  1-800-222- 
5993,  and  charge  your  subscription  on 
the  spot. 


1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Elgin.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 182 

1936  Elgin.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (NGC  ).  Brilliant . 375 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 319 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1936  Gettysburg.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 255 


Choice  1922  Grant  With  Star  50<t 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
Among  early  commemorative  half  dollars  this  is 
the  great  classic  (although  much  about  it  has 
been  forgotten  today).  Very  scarce  in  this  high 
grade . 2,595 

Interesting  facts:  The  with-star  variety  was  apparently 
coined  in  error,  for  the  Commission  had  not  ordered  them;  the 
star  had  no  historical  or  other  meaning  except  to  create  a 
different  variety;  in  Mint  State  this  is  the  rarest  commemora¬ 


tive  half  dollar  today. 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 189 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 119 


Choice  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
An  especially  choice  specimen  of  the  key  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar  for  type  set  purposes.  2,695 

Interesting  facts:  $2  was  the  highest  issue  price  for  any 
commemorative  half  dollar  up  to  this  time;  most  were  distrib¬ 
uted  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Mint  State  1928  Hawaiian  Half  dollar 
1928  Hawaiian.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  1,850 

Rare  1928  Hawaiian  Commemorative 
1928  Hawaiian.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Another  nice  speci¬ 


men . 1,695 

1935  Hudson.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 525 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant  with  intense  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem 

specimen . 615 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-63.  Brilliant .  139 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65.  Brilliant .  1 19 


1946  Iowa.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1946  Iowa.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 75 

1946  Iowa.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 72 

1946  Iowa.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 69 

1946  Iowa.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 65 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1925  Lexington.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 75 


Interesting  facts:  This  was  one  of  the  few  events  of  truly 
national  significance  to  be  commemorated  on  a  coin  in  the 
1920s  up  to  this  date;  both  sides  of  the  coin  depicted  architec¬ 
tural  objects,  a  statue  on  the  obverse  and  a  small  building 
(belfry)  on  the  reverse. 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  The  reverse  of 
this  coin  is  our  nominee  for  John  R.  Sinnock's  best 
work  on  a  legal  tender  coin . 625 

Interesting  facts:  Only  publicly  distributed  U.S.  legal 
tender  silver  coin  to  depict  Lincoln;  first  coin  designed  (re¬ 
verse)  by  John  R.  Sinnock,  who  was  later  to  become  chief 
engraver  at  the  Mint. 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  in¬ 
tense  cartwheel  lustre  present.  A  lovely  gem.  .  625 
1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  195 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 125 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  125 

1918-Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  125 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse 
with  the  reverse  having  beautiful  gold  and  green 

peripheral  toning . 495 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

1936  Long  Island.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 65 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1936  Lynchburg.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 159 

1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  Not 
easy  to  find  so  nice! . 709 

Interesting  facts:  Originally  envisioned  to  circulate  at 
face  value  to  promote  Maine;  one  of  two  commemoratives 
connected  with  this  state  (1936  York  Countv  is  the  other). 
1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 709 

1920  Maine.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 145 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 399 

Fairly  scarce  at  the  gem  level  as  offered  here. 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 399 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1921  Missouri.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 795 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 45 

Interesting  facts:  This  issue  has  a  weakly  defined  design; 
large  quantities  were  eventually  released  into  circulation  for 
face  value. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 575 

Interesting  facts:  The  issuers  made  much  of  the  fact  that 
the  British  crown  was  depicted  on  this,  an  American  coin;  this 
coin  was  dated  1 936  despite  the  fact  that  it  was  not  authorized 
by  Congress  until  1937;  this  coin  bore  five  dates  as  part  of  the 
design,  none  of  which  was  the  date  of  mintage. 


1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 465 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1936  Norfolk.  AU-50 . 355 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 


Interesting  facts:  This  issue  commemorates  no  partial 
lar  date  anniversary  (such  as  50th,  1 00th,  etc.);  this  was  the  first 
of  the  extended  series  ol  commemoratives  that  were  consul 
ered  exploitative  bv  collectors  However,  in  this  instance 
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collectors  have  enjoyed  the  experience.  A  few  years  ago  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  voted  this 
as  their  favorite  design.  In  1999  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  an¬ 
nounced  that  a  plaque  with  this  design  would  be  among  those 
put  on  the  facade  of  its  new  headquarters  being  built  in 


Washington. 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 615 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 95 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 65 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 835 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 835 


1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  129 
1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Build  a  set. .  265 
1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  265 


1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 229 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 229 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 229 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1937  Roanoke.  AU-58 . 159 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 379 

Interesting  facts:  Sen.  Joseph  Robinson,  depicted  on  the 
coin,  was  living  at  the  time  the  coins  were  issued;  although 
they  were  dated  1936,  the  coins  were  minted  in  1937. 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 139 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1936  Robinson.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 125 

1936  Robinson.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 105 

1936  Robinson.  AU-50 . 89 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1936-D  San  Diego.'MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 165 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 925 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  AU-55 .  895 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 245 


Interesting  facts:  The  memory  of  recently  (1923)  de¬ 
ceased  President  Harding,  mentioned  in  the  original  legisla¬ 
tion  authorizing  this  issue,  was  not  mentioned  on  the  coin;  the 
vast  quantity  of  5,000,000  authorized  was  the  largest  since  the 
Columbian  Exposition  coins  of  1892-1893. 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  239 

1937  Texas  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 122 

Here  begins  the  extensive  run  of  Texas  commemora- 
fives,  which  continued  through  1938.  The  formation  of  a 
complete  collection  of  these  is  a  very  affordable  possibility, 
and  even  the  lower  mintage  issues  are  very  inexpensive. 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 


United  States  Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


1938  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Check  the  enticingly 

low  mintage! . 309 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 390 

Interesting  facts:  Struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  but  S 
mintmark  omitted  in  error;  the  celebration  was  a  local  event, 
did  not  attract  nationwide  attention,  and  relatively  few  coins 


were  sold. 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 359 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-58 . 280 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 299 


Interesting  facts:  This  issue  was  authorized  two  years 
before  the  minting  date,  a  remarkable  situation,  as  tvpicallv 
commemoratives  were  authorized  in  the  same  year  of  issue; 
the  catamount  pictured  on  the  reverse  is  a  reference  to  the 
Catamount  Tavern,  where  the  Green  Mountain  Bovs  quaffed 
ale;  this  half  dollar  is  one  of  the  few  commemoratives  to  bear 
a  day  date,  in  this  instance  August  16,  to  the  left  of  the 
catamount;  Vermont  half  dollars  wrere  struck  in  higher  relief 


than  any  other  commemorative  coin. 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1927  Vermont.  AU-50 . 159 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  surfaces . 19 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 


Interesting  facts:  According  to  provisions  of  the  con¬ 
gressional  actsenabling  this,  the  Bridgeport,  and  the  Delaware 
half  dollars,  although  coinage  was  to  be  a  minimum  of  25,000, 
there  was  no  stated  maximum,  and  an  unlimited  quantity 
could  have  been  made  at  the  time;  this  coin,  like  a  few  other 
commemoratives,  also  bears  a  day  date,  4th  of  July  Anno 
Domini  1836;  remainder  coins  were  still  being  sold  by  the  state 


in  the  1950s. 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Wisconsin.  AU-58 . 169 

1936  York.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 209 

1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199 

1936  York.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 199 

1936  York.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1936  York.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1936  York.  AU-50 . 159 


Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  por¬ 
trait.  MS-62  (NGC).  Beautiful  satiny  surfaces.  629 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  por¬ 
trait.  MS-61  (NGC) . 475 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCI).  Bril¬ 
liant . 865 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  Brilliant . 725 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 485 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (NGC) . 425 

1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 425 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64  Bril¬ 
liant . 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant . 435 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62  (PCGS) 
Brilliant .  U- 


Mint  Up  to  Its  Old  Tricks ! 

The  more  things  change,  the  more 
they  stay  the  same.... 

A  recent  issue  of  Numismatic  News 
informed  us  that  12  specimens  of  the 
year  2000-dated  Sacagawea  dollar  coins 
were  struck  in  gold  to  be  sent  into  space 
in  July  on  the  shuttle  mission  com¬ 
manded  by  Eileen  Collins. 

"The  gold  coins  are  identical  in  size 
to  what  will  be  the  new  standard  dollar 
coin,  but  heavier  because  of  the  density 
of  gold,"  noted  David  Ganz  in  the  ar¬ 
ticle.  "Striking  this  special  off-medal 
might  surprise  hobbyists,  but  the 
United  States  Mint  has  produced  pat¬ 
tern  coins  in  off-metals  for  more  than 
150  years.  It  does  mark  the  first  time  in 
the  modern  era  where  the  Mint  has 
done  it  with  a  coin  that  is  intended  to 
circulate." 

However,  this  is  not  a  pattern  coin. 

Now,  w  hat  w'e  have  is  an  artificially 
created  rarity  that  the  average  collector 
in  the  street  has  no  realistic  hope  of  ob¬ 
taining.  This  is  identical  to  w'hat  the 
Mint  w^as  doing  in  the  last  century, 
w'hen  such  strikings  as  1877  pattern  half 
dollars,  1876  pattern  dollars,  and  many 
more  things  w^ere  produced  in  small 
numbers  — up  to  a  dozen  or  so  in  many 
instances  — but  made  available  only  to 
those  who  had  connections  with  the 
Mint.  In  our  sister  hobby,  philately,  this 
has  similarities  with  wdiat  Postmaster 
James  Farley  did  in  the  1930s  when  he 
made  up  "special"  printings  of  com¬ 
memorative  stamps  (being  sure  to  pro¬ 
vide  examples  of  these  rarities  to  his 
friend  and  benefactor,  President 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt).  The  philatelic 
community  was  outraged,  and  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  was 
forced  to  make  additional  specimens 
available  to  all  comers. 

In  no  w^ay  are  the  new  gold 
Sacagawea  dollars  "patterns." 

Suggestion  in  the  interest  of  fairness 
and  equity:  the  Mint  should  strike  more 
pieces  and  make  them  available  at  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price  for  a  limited  time,  to  anv- 
one  and  evervone  interested. 
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The  "Laundering"  of  Paper  Money 


The  currency  washing  machine  as  shown  in  the  September 
1912  issue  of  The  Numismatist. 


As  most  collectors  of  paper  money 
know,  old  notes  that  are  dirty  or  soiled  can 
be  "freshened"  by  simply  washing  them 
with  mild  soap  and  water,  and  drying  them 
between  tissue  paper.  Whether  this  is  a 
good  numismatic  idea  or  not  may  be  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  debate,  as  may  be  the  question  as  to 
whether  a  "laundered"  note  should  be  men¬ 
tioned  as  such.  At  present,  the  subject  is 
kept  quiet,  and  it  mav  well  be  that  few  care. 
After  all,  dealers  in  old  lithographs  rou¬ 
tinely  and  properly  remove  stains,  mold, 
foxing,  etc.,  as  do  leading  museums  and 
galleries.  Artworks  are  often  cleaned  ("con¬ 
served")  to  protect  them,  etc. 

Back  to  the  subject  of  currency,  Martin 
Gengerke  once  told  your  editor  about  a  1907 
"Technicolor"  note  that  was  listed  in  a  cata¬ 
logue  and  recognizable  by  its  unique  serial 
number.  The  grade  was  "VG"  or  "Fine"  or 
something  like  that.  In  a  later  catalogue  offer¬ 
ing  the  note  had  improved  to  an  AU  grade, 
presumably  after  having  been  "laundered." 

In  June  1912 

Uncle  Sam  himself  liked  to  launder 
paper  money,  as  per  this  item  in  The  Nu¬ 
mismatist ,  June  1912: 

A  currency  washing  machine  is  now 
in  operation  at  the  Treasury  Department. 

It  is  expected  to  save  the  government  at 
least  a  half  million  dollars  annually.  The 
money  washing  machine  was  devised  af¬ 
ter  months  of  experiment.  Millions  of 
notes  which  would  have  been  destroyed 
will  be  washed,  starched,  and  ironed  and 
returned  to  circulation.  It  is  estimated  that 
at  least  60%  of  the  bills  presented  to  the 
Treasury  for  redemption  can  be  so  re¬ 
vived. 

George  Blake  Responds 

George  1 1  Blake,  who  in  1912  was  the 
currency  researcher  equivalent  of  what 


Edgar  H.  Adams  was  to  coin  re¬ 
search,  responded  in  The  Nu¬ 
mismatist: 

THE  LAUNDERING 
OF  PAPER  MONEY. 

In  the  United  States  Trea¬ 
sury  in  Washington,  there  is 
now  installed  and  in  daily  op¬ 
eration,  a  machine  for  launder¬ 
ing  soiled  paper  money  which 
has  been  sent  in  for  redemption. 

This  machine,  as  shown 
by  our  illustration,  was  de¬ 
signed  and  built  by  Burgess  W. 

Smith,  of  the  Bureau  of  Engrav¬ 
ing  and  Printing  along  lines 
suggested  by  J.E.  Ralph,  the  di¬ 
rector,  after  experiments  extend¬ 
ing  over  a  period  of  two  or 
more  years. 

Two  girls  are  required  to 
operate  it,  one  as  a  feeder  and  the  other 
to  receive  the  bills  as  they  come  out  clean 
and  crisp  and  disinfected.  The  full  opera¬ 
tion  requires  but  two  minutes  to  wash 
and  dry  a  bill.  The  machine  has  a  capac¬ 
ity  of  over  4,000  bills  per  hour  and  re¬ 
quires  but  about  one  horse  power  to  op¬ 
erate. 

The  process  employed  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  The  bills  are  placed  between  two 
endless  canvas  belts  which  draw  them 
through  the  washing  solution  into  the 
rinsing  water.  During  this  operation  the 
bills  are  subjected  to  a  gentle  rubbing 
and  the  washing  solution  is  alternately 
forced  into  the  bill  and  squeezed  out. 
After  washing  and  rinsing,  by  the  action 
of  a  pneumatic  device,  the  bills  are 
stripped  from  the  belts  and  placed  on 
another  set  of  belts  which  carry  them 
around  two  large  gas-heated  iron  rolls 
that  dry  and  iron  them  flat.  They  are 


then  delivered  clean  and  crisp  and  ready 
to  go  back  into  circulation. 

The  total  cost  of  operation,  includ¬ 
ing  sorting,  counting,  etc.  is  estimated  to 
be  within  50  cents  per  thousand  bills, 
and  it  is  expected  that  this  may  be  fur¬ 
ther  reduced  when  other  improvements 
are  made  which  are  contemplated. 

Additional  machines  of  an  im¬ 
proved  type  are  now  being  constructed 
at  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing, 
and  will  be  gradually  installed  at  the 
various  Suh-Treasuries. 

While  the  process  employed  in 
laundering  paper  money  is  undoubtedly 
a  mechanical  success,  some  considerable 
doubt  exists  as  to  whether  the  public  will 
accept  such  money  in  place  of  uncircu¬ 
lated  bills  direct  from  the  Treasury, 
which  the  banks  are  accustomed  t o  pav¬ 
ing  out  when  requested. 

As  an  economical  measure  it  is  a 
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good  one.  The  life  of  an  ordinary  one 
dollar  bill  averages  1 .12  years.  It  costs  to 
produce  one  thousand  bills  about  $35.25. 
Assuming  that  the  cleansing  process 
adds  but  three  months'  life  to  these  bills, 
for  a  period  of  1.12  years,  the  average  life 
of  a  note,  the  cost  would  amount  to  $2.44 
against  $35.25  for  new  notes.  This  would 
effect  a  savings  of  $32.81  per  thousand 
on  notes  suitable  for  circulation  again.  In 
addition  to  the  saving  effected  it  should 
very  materially  relieve  the  congestion  of 
work  at  the  Bureau. 

It  will  probably  require  a  few 
months  or  a  year  to  determine  whether 
the  public  is  pleased  with  the  innovation 
and  whether  the  bills  with  renewed  us¬ 


age  stand  up  to  what  is  expected  of 
them. 

-GEORGE  H.  BLAKE. 

As  a  tangential  comment  on  "wash¬ 
ing"  notes,  we  should  also  mention  that  at 
one  time  it  was  Treasury  Department  prac¬ 
tice  to  wash  freshly  printed  sheets  of  cur¬ 
rency  in  a  solution  containing  alum,  and 
then  to  dry  the  notes  on  wooden  racks  (ap¬ 
pearing  somewhat  like  bread  racks  in  a  bak¬ 
ery,  but  more  closely  spaced).  This  was  in¬ 
tended  to  give  the  notes  a  special  crispness. 

Coloring  Coins  at  the  Mints 

While  we're  at  it,  perhaps  we  should 
not  ignore  coins.  Thus,  we  mention  that 


some  minters  "roasted"  their  coins  to  give 
them  a  nice  appearance,  while  some  other 
mints  artificially  tarnished  coins  to  make 
them  appear  "old." 

Concerning  the  former,  on  Januarv  17, 
1852,  a  reporter  for  the  San  Francisco  Her¬ 
ald  visited  the  private  mint  of  Wass, 
Molitor  &  Co.,  and  commented  on  a  pro¬ 
cess  employed  there:  "The  finishing  touch 
is  put  to  it  by  roasting  it,  so  as  to  give  it  a 
bright  color." 

Concerning  the  latter,  immediately 
after  World  War  11,  the  British  Roval 
Mint  toned  newly  minted  copper  coins 
to  a  gray-black  color  to  make  them  look 
"old,"  so  that  the  public  would  not 
hoard  them. 


Coming  in  our  Next  Issue! 

(if  we  unlock  the  secret  to  treasure!) 


Recently,  a  fine  friend  sent  us  precise 
details  of  a  vast  treasure  in  the  form  of  a 
United  States  coin  group,  actually  a  fine 
collection,  hidden  away  over  a  century 
ago  — details  complete  with  name,  ad¬ 
dress,  and  even  a  list  of  the  coins  included 
(among  which  seems  to  have  been  a  Mint 
State  1793  copper  cent!).  So  far  as  we 
know,  there  never  has  been  even  a  whis¬ 
per  of  this  in  a  numismatic  publication 
before! 

As  these  words  are  being  written,  we 
are  getting  set  to  follow  the  lead,  although 
a  "field  trip"  is  needed,  as  it  is  hardly  near 
our  office.  1  plan  to  go  personally,  taking  a 
staffer  or  two  along.  If  the  hiding  place  still 
exists,  we'll  try  to  make  a  deal  with  the 
owner  and  buy  what  must  be  a  fantastic 
treasure  trove.  If  the  hiding  place  is  no 
longer  there,  or  has  been  paved 


over  by  a  shopping  center  parking  lot,  we'll 
find  this  out,  too! 

We'll  take  a  camera  along,  and  file  a  report 
in  the  next  Rare  Coin  Review.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  we  hit  pay  dirt,  but  are  dealing 
with  attorneys,  etc.,  we'll  give  you  a 
hint  of  our  progress. 

We  plan  to  go  about  treasure 
hunting  the  old-fashioned  way:  by 
contacting  the  present  owner 
once  we  learn  his  or  her  identity 
and,  also,  if  the  treasure  is 
found  and  purchased,  paying 
a  finder's  fee  to  our  friend 
who  sent  the  information. 

It  is  highly  doubtful  if 
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the  present  owner  has  even  the  slightest  hint 
that  treasure  was  once— and  still  may  be— 
on  the  property! 

Stay  tuned! 

This  is  for  real,  as  you  will  see! 
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California  Small 
Denomination  Gold 

Our  selection  includes  many  interesting  new  pur¬ 
chases.  In  recent  decades  the  collecting  of  California 
25C,  50<L  and  $1  has  registered  greatly  increased 
popularity. 

Round  25<t 

Undated  (circa  1853).  Breen-Gillio-221.  Liberty  Head. 
MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1874  BG-845.  Rarity-7.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  PL.  695 

Round  50C 

1859  BG-1001.  Rarity-7-.  Liberty  head.  VF-20 . 95 

1866-G.  BG-1017.  Rarity-7.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63.  625 

Octagonal  50C 

1881  BG-913.  Rarity-5.  Liberty  Head.  MS-60 .  565 

Round  Gold  $1 


Octagonal  Gold  $1 


1854  "Perched"  or  "Humbert"  Eagle  $1 


Photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size 

1854  BG-504.  Liberty  Head.  Eagle  reverse  similar  to 
that  used  on  the  $50  gold  "slugs"  of  the  United 
States  Assay  Office.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive.  Ever  popular  motif  and,  of  course,  the 
scarcest  of  the  three  denominations . 3,950 

1871  BG-1109  $1  Gold 

1871  BG-1109.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  prooflike  beauty. 
Very  attractive! . 1,695 


Rare  1872  Round  Gold  $1 


Photo  enlarged  to  tioice  actual  size 

1872  BG-1207.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
A  brilliant,  prooflike,  and  very  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  issue.  As  a  class,  round-format  gold  dollars 
are  all  rarities . 3,250 


Enjoy  Yourself! 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called  the 
world's  best  hobby.  If  you're  a  coin  col¬ 
lector,  either  freshly-minted  or  an  old- 
timer,  we'll  do  our  best  to  make  numis¬ 
matics  as  enjoyable  as  possible  for  you. 

You'll  enjoy  yourself  as  a  Bowers 
and  Merena  client. 


Territorial  Gold 


Rare  1849  Oregon  "Beaver"  $5 


1849  Oregon  $5  Kagin-1.  Rarity-5.  VF-25  (PCGS). 
A  very  nice  specimen  of  this  famous  Oregon 
coin . 24,500 

The  story  of  this  issue  is  fascinating,  and  we  share  some 
of  it,  as  reflected  in  some  paragraphs  from  Dave  Bowers'  book. 
The  Treasure  Ship  "S.S.  Brother  Jonathan": 

Oregon  Exchange  Co.  Gold  Coins 
In  1848  word  of  the  discovery  of  gold  at  Sutter's  Mill  on 
the  American  River  in  California  spread  north  to  the  Oregon 
settlements.  This  was  months  before  the  news  was  widely 
circulated  in  the  East.  Seeking  quick  and  easy  fortunes,  many 
Oregonians  traveled  southward  and  were  among  the  first 
outsiders  to  arrive  at  the  bonanza  sites.  Some  met  with  a 
degree  of  success  and  came  back  home  with  unrefined  dust 
and  nuggets  Realizing  that  gold  in  native  form  was  of  uncer¬ 
tain  value  and  could  not  he  easily  used  in  commerce,  and  that 
the  1  iudson's  Bay  Company  was  only  allowing  $11)  per  ounce 
for  it  in  trade,  the  Oregon  Legislature  on  February  15,  1849, 


passed  an  act  which  provided  for  the  establishment  of  a 
territorial  mint.  Had  this  come  to  pass,  this  would  have 
antedated  any  coinage  facility  in  California.  However,  the 
governor  declared  this  act  to  be  in  contravention  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  plans  were  terminated. 

To  remedy  the  situation  a  group  of  eight  merchants  and 
citizens  banded  together  in  Oregon  City,  at  the  terminus  of  the 
Oregon  Trail,  to  establish  a  private  mint.  The  principals  were 
W.K.  Kilbourne,  Theophilus  Magruder,  James  Taylor,  George 
Abernethy,  W.  H.  Willson,  William  H.  Rector,  J.  G.  Campbell, 
and  Noyes  Smith.  The  firm  was  designated  as  the  Oregon 
Exchange  Co. 

Hamilton  Cambell,  a  Methodist  missionary,  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  cut  dies  for  a  $5  gold  coin.  William  H.  Rector  may 
have  engraved  the  dies  for  a  coin  of  the  $10  denomination 
(Victor  Wallace,  machinist,  has  also  been  suggested  as  a  can¬ 
didate  [in  20th-century  numismatic  accounts  from  theLockley 
account  reprinted  below;  however,  it  seems  that  the  Cambell 
account  should  take  precedence]).  The  coins  produced  were  to 
be  of  virgin  gold  without  added  alloy,  although  certain  ele¬ 
ments  including  silver  were  natural  alloys  of  California  metal. 

In  due  course,  specimens  reached  the  East  Coast.  Messrs. 
Eckfeldt  and  Dubois,  keepers  of  the  Mint  Cabinet  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  noted  (Jacob  R.  Eckfeldt  and  William  E.  Dubois,  Neu’ 
Varieties  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  Counterfeit  Coins  and  Bullion: 
With  Mint  Values.  1851,  p.  7): 

"The  coin  is  not  well  struck,  but  is  pleasantly  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  picture  of  a  beaver,  a  good  emblem  of  mining 
industry  and  of  western  life." 

A  nearly  contemporary  account  of  the  coinage  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Oregon  Statesman,  September  18, 1865,  and  may 
be  the  most  factual  known  (this  citation  having  been  furnished 
to  QDB  by  Dan  Owens): 

"OREGON  CITY,  Aug.  4, 1865. 

"Hon.  Samuel  E.  May,  Secretary  of  State  of  Oregon 

"Sir: 

"In  reply  to  yours  of  17th  ultimo,  requesting  a  history 
of  the  mint  established  in  1 849, 1  give  you  a  brief  account.  Upon 
the  discovery  of  the  gold  mines  and  the  consequent  rush  of 
miners,  for  nearly  every  man  that  went  to  California  at  that 
time  became  a  miner,  and  the  great  demand  for  supplies  to 
clothe  and  feed  them,  Oregon  very  naturally  sent  a  great 
number  of  her  population  together  with  all  the  supplies  that 
she  could  spare  from  her  immediate  wants,  receiving  in  return 
a  large  amount  of  gold  dust  of  the  most  superior  quality,  taken 
from  the  Feather  and  Yuba  rivers  principally. 

"Nearly  every  man  brought  gold  dust  with  him  on  his 
return  to  Oregon,  and,  finding  that  a  great  annoyance  and 
waste  accompanied  the  payments  of  small  sums  in  dust,  was 
naturally  anxious  to  dispose  of  sufficiency  of  dust  for  coin  to 
meet  his  immediate  demands.  There  being  but  little  coin  in  the 
country  at  that  time,  caused  an  influx  from  the  nearest  points 
where  it  could  be  obtained,  viz.:  South  America— and  as  the 
debasement  of  the  currency  of  nearly  all  the  South  American 
states  w'as  great  and  notorious,  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  upon 
my  return  from  the  Atlantic  side  in  the  latter  part  of  1847, 
before  the  gold  mines  were  discovered,  thev  did  not  hesitate 
to  give  me,  during  my  stay  in  Panama,  25  of  their  nominal 
quarters  of  a  dollar  in  exchange  tor  a  United  States  halt  eagle 
coin;  and  when  you  take  into  consideration  that  a  very  large 
amount  of  gold  dust,  the  intrinsic  value  of  u  hu  h  was  Ivin  eon 
$18  and  $lt>  per  ounce,  was  being  daily  exchanged  at  the  rate 
of  $1 1  per  ounce,  payable  in  the  debased  South  Nmoricancoin 
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at  a  rate  of  four  of  these  nominal  quarters  of  a  dollar  to  the 
dollar,  you  will  see  at  once  the  enormous  loss  Oregon  was 
suffering -the  double  discount  on  the  gold  and  coin 

"  A  small  party  of  gentlemen  met  at  the  counting  room 
of  Campbell  &  Smith  to  take  the  foregoing  matter  into  consid¬ 
eration,  and  concluded  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  country  to 
form  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  coining  the  dust  into  a 
shape  that  would  be  of  par  value  at  any  place  where  gold  coin 
was  used.  The  names  of  the  parties  that  paid  for  the  machinery, 
dies,  &c.,  and  that  incurred  and  lost  the  whole  expenses  of  the 
transaction  were  Kilboume,  Magruder,  Tavlor,  Rector,  Campbell 
&  Smith. 

"The  design  of  the  dies  was  drawn  by  myself  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  company,  and  immediately  adopted  as  being 
appropriate.  The  tariff  on  goods  exchanged  by  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company  for  furs  (of  which  beaver  money  was  the  main  item 
in  Oregon),  being  much  less  than  for  coin,  beaver  orders  on  the 
Hudson  Bay  Co.  were  considered  the  best  money  in  thecountry . 

"As  soon  as  we  commenced  making  the  coin,  gold  dust 
rose  to  $16  per  ounce,  at  which  rate  we  exchanged  our  coin  for 
dust,  when  so  requested. 

"After  having  issued  some  $10,000,  and  broken  both  of 
our  crucibles  (we  had  with  much  trouble  only  been  able  to 
procure  two),  and  having  effected  our  object,  viz.:  —  Raised  the 
price  of  gold  dust  and  stopped  the  influx  of  South  American 
currency,  and  every  piece  that  we  coined  being  at  the  expense 
of  the  company,  we  concluded  to  cease  operations  and  did  so. 

"1  send  you  an  assay  made  for  us  at  the  U.S.  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  in  1850;  the  first  mentioned  on  the  memorandum 
was  the  clippings  of  the  last  coining,  and  the  contents  of  our  last 
crucible,  w'hen  it  broke,  together  with  some  very  fine  Y uba  dust; 
the  second  is  our  Oregon  beaver  coin,  and  1  assure  you  that 
every  coin  in  this  assay  was  so  abraded,  that  the  design  was 
almost  indistinguishable,  from  the  wear  by  contact  with  alloyed 
and,  of  course,  harder  coin. 

"I  also  send  you  the  dies,  which,  if  you  see  proper,  1 
would  like  to  have  deposited  with  the  $10  piece  you  allude  to. 
They  were  made  by  W.H.  Rector  and  Hamilton  Cambell  in 
Oregon. 

"If  you  do  not  see  proper  to  so  dispose  of  the  dies,  please 
return  them  to  me  by  a  safe  hand. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"Yours,  respectfully, 

"J.G.  CAMPBELL 

"The  designs  on  the  coins,  eagles  and  half  eagles  were  as 
follows: 

"On  the  eagles,  (Oregon  Exchange  Company,)  on  the 
margin,  and  (10  D  20  G  Native  Gold  Ten  D,)  across  the  face,  and 
on  the  reverse  side,  the  letters  (K.M.T.R.C.S.  (initial  letters  of  the 
bankers)  and  O.T.  (for  the  Territory')  1849)  on  the  margin,  and 
the  figure  of  a  beaver  in  the  centre;  on  the  half  eagle,  the  same 
as  on  the  first  side  of  the  eagle,  with  the  exception  of  5  D  instead 
of  10  D,  and  also  130G  instead  of  20G;  and  on  the  reverse  side, 
the  same  as  the  reverse  side  of  the  eagle,  except  that  the  letter  (A) 
appears  among  the  initial  letters  on  the  margin,  which  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  represent  Gov.  Abemethy. 

"  —  Editor,  Statesman. " 

An  account  written  in  1928  by  Fred  Lockley  told  of  a 
second-hand  account  furnished  by  a  descendant  of  Victor  Mon¬ 
roe  Wallace,  giving  somewhat  different  information: 

"James  Taylor  of  Clatsop  Plains  was  appointed  director 
of  the  mint,  Truman  P.  Powers,  treasurer,  W.H.  Willson,  melter 
and  coiner,  and  George  L.  Curry,  assayer. ...  A  company  called 
The  Oregon  Exchange  Company  was  formed  to  operate  the 
mint.  The  members  of  this  company  were  W.K.  Kilbourne, 
Theophilus  Magruder,  James  Taylor,  George  Abemethy,  W.H. 
Willson,  W.H.  Rector,  J.G.  Campbell  and  Noyes  Smith.  Mr. 
Rector  was  employed  as  coiner.  Various  historians  have  stated 
that  J.G.  Campbell  made  the  stamps  and  dies.  This  is  not  correct, 
for  Mr.  Campbell  did  not  understand  the  use  of  tools  and  could 
not  have  made  them.  He  was  authorized,  however,  to  have  the 
stamps  and  dies  made.  He  employed  a  jeweler  at  Salem  to 
make  the  dies  for  the  $5  gold  piece  and  he  hired  my  father  to 
make  the  dies  for  the  $10  gold  piece.  Father  was  employed  in 
the  mint.  .." 

The  $5  gold  dies  bore  on  the  obverse  the  initials 
K  M  7  A.W.R.G.S.,  representing  the  names  of  the  company 
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members.  The  G  was  an  error  and  should  have  been  C  for 
Campbell.  The  obverse  of  the  $5  piece  pictured  a  beaver  on  a 
log,  facing  to  the  right,  the  same  animal  which,  being  a 
trademark  of  the  Territory,  was  earlier  used  on  the  Northwest 
Co.  tokens  dated  1820.  Below  was  the  designation  T.  O.  for 
Territory  of  Oregon,  and  below  that,  the  year  1849,  with 
branches  to  the  sides.  On  the  reverse  appeared  the  notation 
OREGON  EXCHANGE  COMPANY,  130G.  NATIVE  GOLD  5 
D.  The  pieces  contained  130  grains  of  gold,  or  nearly  5_ 
pennyweight. 

The  $10  coins  were  a  variation  of  the  same  general 
motif  and  seem  to  be  of  the  same  general  workmanship,  but 
may  have  been  cut  by  a  different  person  as  related  above.  If  so, 
the  same  tools  were  probably  used. 

In  his  memorable  book  published  last  year,  America's 
Money,  America's  Story,  Richard  Dot)’  commented:  "The  dies 
for  this  coinage  still  exist,  housed  at  the  Oregon  Historical 
Society  in  Portland.. . .  [I  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  them.] 
When  I  did  so,  one  thing  became  apparent:  the  Oregon  pio¬ 
neers  were  striking  their  eagles  and  half  eagles  by  hand, 
without  the  intervention  of  an  ordinary  coining  press.  The 
obverse  and  reverse  dies  fit  together  in  a  kind  of  socket, 
wherein  one  die  was  actually  sunk  into  a  depression,  articu¬ 
lated  with  the  other.  A  planchet  could  be  dropped  into  the  hole 
and  positioned  atop  the  lower  die.  Then  the  'press'  was  closed, 
and  the  top  die  was  struck  with  a  sledgehammer.  When  the 
apparatus  was  opened,  the  finished  coin  could  be  tapped  out 
with  a  wooden  mallet...." 

Coinage  amounted  to  approximately  6,000  of  the  $5 
pieces  and  2,850  $10  coins.  These  were  accepted  at  face  value 
in  trade  throughout  the  Oregon  Territory,  which  at  that  time 
included  the  present  states  of  Oregon  and  Washington  and  all 
land  toward  the  east  reaching  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  At  the 
time  Oregon  City  had  approximately  1,000  white  citizens, 
while  the  entire  Territory  comprised  about  9,000  immigrant 
inhabitants.  Many  of  the  Oregon  gold  coins  were  sent  to 
California  in  payment  for  merchandise,  San  Francisco  having 
established  itself  by  1849  as  the  leading  commercial  center  of 
the  West  Coast. 

In  Portland,  the  first  bank  of  importance  seems  to  have 
been  set  up  in  rooms  over  the  grocery  store  of  Ladd  &  Tilton 
in  1 859  and  given  the  impressive  title  of  Bank  of  Oregon.  At  the 
time,  individuals  and  partnerships  could  engage  in  banking, 
but  no  charter  or  sanction  was  given  by  the  state  government. 
Certain  of  the  $5  and  $10  gold  "beaver"  coins  were  still  in 
circulation,  and  Ladd  &  Tilton  counterstamped  some  of  them 
with  its  advertisement.  The  firm  remained  prominent  for  the 
ensuing  decade  and  was  often  mentioned  in  accounts  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  especially  metal  brought  from  the  eastern 
reaches  of  the  state  and  from  Idaho.  Eventually  nearly  all  of  the 
Oregon  Exchange  Co.  coins  were  melted.  However,  when 
Albert  D.  Richardson  traveled  through  the  state  in  1865,  he 
noted  in  his  journal  (as  given  in  Beyond  the  Mississippi,  1867,  p. 
408)  that  an  occasional  piece  could  still  be  found. 


Humbert  Lettered-Edge  $50  Gold 
A  Gold  Rush  Classic  Rarity! 


1851  Augustus  Humbert.  Octagonal  $50  gold.  880 
THOUS.  Lettered  edge.  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright 
yellow  gold.  A  very  early  $50  "slug"  with  hand- 


impressed  lettered  edge  and  denomination,  made 
in  February  or  March  1851.  Several  times  rarer 
than  the  later  reeded  edge  $50  pieces,  the  lettered 
edge  is  a  Gold  Rush  classic.  This  coin  combines 
high  grade  with  excellent  eye  appeal . 34,500 

Historical  notes:  In  September  1850  Congress  autho¬ 
rized  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  contract  with  a  well- 
established  assaying  business  in  Calilomia  to  affix  the  stamp 
of  the  United  States  to  bars  and  ingots,  to  assay  gold,  and 
assign  value  to  it.  Moffat  &  Company,  the  most  respected  of 
the  San  Francisco  coiners,  received  the  commission  Appointed 
to  the  position  of  United  States  assayer  was  Augustus  Humbert, 
a  New  York  City  maker  of  watch  cast's  In  preparation  for  the 
new  franchise,  in  late  1850,  Moffat  &  Co.  curtailed  most  of  their 
private  business  and  prepared  to  issue  coins  under  the  gov 
emment  contract.  New  premises  were  secured  on  Montgom¬ 
ery  Street  between  Clay  and  Commercial  streets  The  Dailu 
Alta  California  published  this  advertisement  on  January  29, 
1851: 

"UNITED  STATES  ASSAY  OFFICE.  We  give  notice 
that  on  or  about  the  first  of  February  ensuing  we  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  gold  dust  for  smelting  and  assaying,  and 
forming  the  same  into  ingots  and  bars,  in  accordance  with  our 
recent  contract  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury’,  authorized 
by  act  of  Congress  approved  September  30, 1850,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  United  States  Assayer,  August  Humbert, 
Esq.,  who  will  cause  the  United  States  stamp  to  be  affixed  to 
the  same.  MOFFAT  &  CO." 

On  January’  30  or  31, 1851,  Augustus  Humbert  arrived 
in  San  Francisco.  At  the  same  time  the  first  octagonal  $50  gold 
piece  bearing  his  stamp  was  shown  to  the  press,  probably  in 
the  form  of  a  trial  piece  brought  from  New  York.  The  Pacific 
Nezvs,  February  1, 1851  noted  that  "the  dies  for  this  purpose  — 
the  striking  of  the  $50  pieces  — have  been  procured,  and  the 
first  coin  produced  by  them  was  shown  us  yesterday."  It  is 
unlikely  that  gold  $50  pieces  were  struck  in  San  Francisco  by 
Humbert  from  California  metal  at  this  earlv  date. 

On  February  14, 1851  San  Francisco  Prices  Current  con¬ 
tained  an  article  relating  to  the  $50  slugs,  indicating  their 
regular  production  was  about  to  begin:  "The  above  cut  repre¬ 
sents  the  obverse  of  the  United  States  ingot,  or,  rather,  coin,  of 
the  value  of  $50,  about  to  be  issued  at  the  Government  Assay 
Office.  It  is  precisely  of  this  size  and  shape. . . .  The  reverse  side 
bears  an  impression  of  rayed  work  without  any  inscription. 
Upon  the  edges  following:  ‘Augustus  Humbert  United  States 
Assayer-  California  Gold  1851.'. . .  The  fifty -dollar  pieces  will 
be  of  uniform  value,  and  will  be  manufactured  in  the  same 
manner  as  coins.. . .  By  order  of  the  secretary’  of  the  Treasury 
these  ingots  and  coin  are  to  be  received  for  duties  and  other 
dues  to  the  United  States  government,  and  our  bankers,  weare 
advised,  will  receive  them  at  their  stamped  value.  This  will 
produce  an  important  change  in  the  monetary  affairs  here, 
gold  dust  will  immediately  go  up,  and  as  a  necessary  conse¬ 
quence  foreign  and  domestic  [Eastern]  exchange  will  be  at  a 
premium  5  to  7%...." 

The  Daily  Alta  California  commented  on  the  new  $50 
pieces  on  February  21,  1851:  "The  new  50-dollar  gold 
piece... was  issued  bv  Moffat  &  Co  yesterday  About  three 
hundred  of  these  pieces  have  already  been  struck  off  The 
coin  is  peculiar,  containing  only  one  face,  and  the  eagle  in  the 
center,  around  which  are  the  words  'UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA.'  Just  over  the  eagle  is  stamped  "887  THOUS  " 
signifying  the  fineness  of  the  gold  At  the  bottom  is  stamped 
'50  DOLLS  '  The  other  face  is  ornamented  with  a  kind  of  w  ork 
technically  called  engine-turning,  being  a  number  of  radii 
extending  from  the  common  centre,  in  which  is  stamped,  in 
small  figures,  '50  '  Around  theedge  is  stamped  thcnameof  the 
United  States  Assaver ..." 

Edgar  H.  Adams  noted  that  it  was  supposed  that  the 
variety  with  the  letters  "DC"  on  the  obverse  and  "50"  on  the 
reverse  was  the  first  issue.  The  account  in  the  Daily  Alta 
California  would  seem  to  indicate  another  variety  Comment 
ing  on  this,  Adams  wrote:  "So  far  as  is  known,  the  variety  with 
the  '50'  in  the  center  of  the  reverse  has  alw  ay  s  been  accompa¬ 
nied  by  an  obverse  showing  the  letters  D  C,  |for  "Dollars’ 
and  "Cents,"  value  to  be  filled  in|  which  is  still  believed  ty’  br 
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the  first  variet\  issued.  But  according  to  the  Alta  California  the 
$50  ingots  described  bv  it  were  stamped  '50  DOLLS,'  which 
st\  le  of  obverse,  so  far  as  we  know,  always  accompanies  the 
reverse  with  the  50'  omitted.  If  our  recollection  is  correct,  the 
cut  in  the  Price s  Current  [a  reference  to  the  previously-quoted 
article],  showed  the  'D  C'  variety.  Therefore,  as  this  appeared 
on  February  14,  and  the  Alta  California  account  on  February  21, 
it  may  be  that  both  varieties  of  obverse  were  struck  within  this 
period,  and  that  there  was  such  a  variety  as  mentioned  in  the 
latter  account.  However,  there  is  also  a  chance  for  a  mistake  on 
the  part  of  the  newspaper  writer,  especially  if  both  varieties  of 
S50  ingots  had  been  made  at  that  time.  Such  a  trifling  die 


Treasure  Books 

The  following  is  from  J.R.B.: 

"I  received  my  copy  of  The  Treasure 
Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  and  am  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  story  and  the  fine  illustrations 
throughout.  It  will  soon  reside  next  to 
my  copy  of  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards,  which  I  also  thoroughly  en¬ 
joyed. 

“I  thought  that  I  would  mention 
two  books  that  you  might  not  be  aware 
of— but  might  find  of  interest.  The  first 
is  The  Spanish  Treasure  Fleets,  by  Timo¬ 
thy  R.  Walton,  published  by  the  Pine¬ 
apple  Press,  Inc.,  Sarasota,  FL.  This  is  a 
fascinating  story  of  how  Spain's 
struggle  to  control  the  vast  supply  of 
precious  metals  in  the  New  World 
helped  to  shape  the  economics  of  the 
modern  world. 

"The  second  book  — long  out  of 
print  — (1966  copyright,  Extended  Trav¬ 
els  in  Romantic  America,  was  published 
by  Edita  at  Lausanne,  Switzerland.  It 
was  marketed  in  the  United  States  by 
Time-Life  as  a  part  of  their  Interna¬ 
tional  Book  Society.  The  following 
quote  from  the  book  rather  accurately 
describes  this  beautiful  and  fascinating 
book's  contents:  'Being  a  19th  Century 
Journey  through  the  most  picturesque 
portions  of  North  America,  recon¬ 
structed  from  accounts  by  European 
visitors;  the  whole  embellished  with 
watercolor  drawings  and  engravings 
of  the  period.'  1  suspect  if  you  do  not 
have  either  of  the  above,  you  would 
find  both  of  interest. 

"Again,  thank  you  for  your  many 
efforts." 

Note  from  QDB:  Thank  you.  I  tracked 
down  copies  of  both  of  these  books  ami  look 
forward  to  reading  them. 


difference  would  not  be  apparent  to  him.'' 

The  later  varieties  wdth  the  denomination  marked 
"FIFTY  DOLLS"  had  the  value  as  part  of  the  die  and,  presum¬ 
ably,  replaced  the  very  early  issues  (such  as  the  coin  offered  in 
this  lot)  which  had  the  value  and  fineness  individually  hand 
punched.  From  the  preceding,  it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude 
that  the  coin  here  offered  was  part  of  the  group  released  on 
February  20, 1851 ,  and  that  later  pieces  were  all  of  the  "  DOLLS" 
tvpe.  In  the  first  quarter  of  1851  the  Moffat-Humbert  coiners 
produced  $530,000  worth  of  pieces.  This  is  equal  to  10,600  $50 
pieces.  It  further  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  only  a  few' 
of  the  style  with  the  "50"  value,  "880"  or  "887"  fineness,  and 
eight  edge  segments  hand  stamped  w'ere  made,  and  that  late 
February  and  all  March  pieces  were  of  the  tvpe  with  the  value 
and  fineness  in  the  die  and  with  reeded  edge. 

To  emphasize  the  character  of  the  $50  pieces  with  the 
hand-stamped  features,  we  mention  that  these  processes  were 
needed  to  create  them: 

1.  The  obverse  and  reverse  motifs  were  stamped  from 
a  pair  of  dies. 

2-4.  The  fineness  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse 
with  three  separate  numeral  punches. 

5.  The  value  (50)  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse, 
possibly  from  a  single  punch  (but  this  is  not  verified). 

6-13.  In  eight  separate  operations  each  of  the  eight  edge 
faces  was  stamped  with  a  logotype  punch. 

Thus,  it  took  13  steps  to  create  one  of  the  early  $50 
pieces.  Later  coins  with  the  fineness  and  value  in  the  die  and 
with  reeded  edge  were  struck  in  a  single  operation. 

While  the  federal  standard  for  gold  coinage  was  900/ 
1000  fine,  in  San  Francisco  in  1851  this  was  difficult  to  attain 
with  the  refining  processes  then  in  use,  and  the  Humbert 
coinage  w'as  of  two  finenesses,  880  and  887,  the  latter  coins 
being  slightly  lighter  in  overall  weight  due  to  the  smaller 
proportion  of  alloy.  By  1852,  coins  of  900  fineness  were  being 
made,  but  other  finenesses  (884  and  887)  were  employed  as 
well.  The  remaining  alloy  was  native  silver  (whereas  under 
the  government  standard,  copper  was  used). 

Although  the  Humbert  $50  pieces  were  clearly  pro¬ 
duced  under  government  auspices,  and  although  they  were 
receivable  for  U.S.  customs  payment  in  San  Francisco,  in 
Philadelphia  on  April  23, 1851,  Mint  Director  George  N.  Eckert 
perversely  (it  would  seem)  stated  that  while  Augustus  Humbert 
was  the  United  States  Assayer  in  California,  his  stamping  of 
bars  for  owners  of  bullion  did  not  make  them  legal  tender. 

Pattern  Coins 

Our  selection  of  pattern  coins  includes  specimens 
from  the  well-known  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection.  In 
this  context,  we  reprint  a  few  remarks  we  made  in  the 
Bass  Collection  catalogue: 

Patterns  represent  the  minted  story  of  what  might 
have  been,  but  wasn't,  in  American  coinage.  Coins 
with  holes  at  the  center  in  the  Oriental  style  (the  1850 
annular  or  "ring"  cent  is  an  example),  suggested  but 
never  adopted  series  (the  lightweight  Standard  Silver 
issues  of  1869-1870),  special  purpose  coins  (the  Post¬ 
age  Currency  redemption  10-cent  pieces  of  1863),  and 
others  are  fascinating  to  study  and  own  today. 

Still  other  issues  were  made  to  test  designs  or 
motifs,  such  as  the  William  Barber  "Sailor  Head"  20- 
cent  pattern  of  1875  which,  in  actuality  is  not  much 
different  from  one  of  his  1873  trade  dollar  pattern 
motifs;  George  T.  Morgan's  the  elegant  "Schoolgirl" 
silver  dollar  of  1879  (said  by  some  to  be  the  most 
beautiful  coin  in  the  American  series,  tentatively 
called  by  us  a  "petition  dollar"  in  our  description), 
Longacre's  Indian  Princess  designs  which  were 
struck  after  he  died  and  which  were  later  "improved" 
(not  really)  by  his  successor,  William  Barber,  and  oth¬ 


ers  each  have  their  own  stories. 

Among  American  coins  of  the  19th  century,  there 
were  two  standard  mottoes:  E  PLUR1BUS  UNUM 
and  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  Even  though  few  people 
ever  knew  the  meaning  of  E  PLUR1BUS  UNUM,  it 
was  thought  to  be  absolutely  necessary  on  any  coin 
with  a  diameter  large  enough  to  include  it.  Similarly, 
the  word  LIBERTY  was  a  "must  use"  on  a  given  die. 
Regarding  the  Deity,  although  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
was  adopted  in  1864  (first  used  that  year  on  the  circu¬ 
lating  two-cent  piece)  and  has  not  been 'changed 
since,  there  were  a  lot  of  other  ideas  that  fell  by  the 
wayside,  including  GOD  AND  OUR  COUNTRY, 
UNION  &  LIBERTY,  and  GOD  OUR  TRUST  being 
three  examples.  On  the  other  hand,  a  curious  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare  pattern  trade  dollar  of  1876  (P-1624) 
gives  the  viewer  a  choice  of  mottoes  expressing  faith 
in  the  Supreme  Being:  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the 
obverse  and  GOD  OUR  TRUST  on  the  reverse! 

Sometimes,  pattern  coins  had  the  same  motto  ex¬ 
pressed  twice,  as  on  the  1885  dollar  patterns  with  E 
PLUR1BUS  UNUM  on  the  obverse  die  and,  for  good 
measure,  on  the  reverse  as  well.  Thus,  anyone  not 
knowing  the  meaning  of  this  motto  had  two  opportu¬ 
nities  to  think  about  it! 

Further  patterns  were  made  to  test  metals  and 
alloys.  Prominent  are  the  various  five-cent  issues  of 
1883  with  different  proportions  of  nickel  and  silver 


When  you  buy  from  us:  We  are 
here  to  help  you  build  a  numismatic 
collection  that  will  contain  attractive 
rare  coins,  priced  to  be  excellent  val¬ 
ues,  a  collection  you  can  be  very 
proud  to  own  and  display.  We  invite 
you  to  order  from  our  catalogues,  or 
send  us  your  personal  want  list  for 
our  prompt  attention. 

When  you  sell  to  us:  We  offer  di¬ 
rect  purchases  of  collections  as  well  as 
the  showcasing  of  your  important 
coins  or  collection  in  our  award-win¬ 
ning  auctions.  (An  auction  brochure 
is  yours  on  request.) 

In  all  transactions:  We  endeavor  to 
treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to 
be  treated. 
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and  a  few  early  aluminum  issues  when  that  metal 
was  semi-precious  (before  electrolytic  refining  be¬ 
came  a  reality)  and  was  considered  as  a  silver 
substitute.  Of  course,  the  rule  is  often  the  exception 
when  it  comes  to  patterns,  and  the  present  commen¬ 
tary  would  not  be  complete  unless  we  mentioned  that 
the  series  includes  many  Standard  Silver  coins  that 
are  struck  in  copper  or  aluminum,  etc.  If  Robert  Ripley 
had  wanted  to  make  a  "Believe  It  Or  Not"  Museum  of 
Numismatics,  he  could  have  saved  a  lot  of  time  by 
simply  acquiring  patterns! 

Some  patterns  are  "mulings"  —  combinations  of 
dies  that  would  never  have  served  for  coinage  pur¬ 
poses,  such  as  the  obverse  of  a  silver  dollar  with  the 
reverse  of  a  trade  dollar  —  or  in  one  dramatic  instance 
in  the  Bass  Collection,  the  obverse  of  a  $20  gold  mo¬ 
tif  and  the  reverse  of  a  trade  dollar  (P-1431,  at  once  a 
great  rarity  and  a  coin  that  defies  all  logic). 

New  monetary  standards  and  ideas  saw  fruition 
among  patterns,  sometimes  later  reaching  the  circu¬ 
lating  series,  but  sometimes  not.  The  goloid  metric 
alloy  and  related  dollars  were  a  bright  idea  circa  1878- 
1880,  and  many  patterns  were  produced,  but  no  such 
coins  were  ever  made  for  circulation.  Ditto  for  the 
ideas  of  Dana  Bickford  and  others  regarding  coins 
that  could  be  traded  internationally,  instead  of  just 
within  the  borders  of  our  nation. 

Rounding  out  the  general  category  of  patterns  are 
special  pieces  that  were  struck  for  sale  to  numisma¬ 
tists,  often  unofficially  and  as  a  way  to  provide  a  few 
extra  dollars  in  the  pockets  of  Mint  insiders.  We  can 
mention  the  numismatically  enlightened  James  Ross 
Snowden,  who  served  as  director  of  the  Mint  1853- 
1861,  and  who  did  much  to  advance  a  fine 
relationship  between  collectors  and  the  Mint.  We  can 
also  mention  Henry  Richard  Linderman,  M.D.,  who 
served  as  director  at  a  later  time,  who  was  a  brilliant 
man  and  a  numismatist,  but  who  had  a  devious  twist 
to  his  character  — as  public  officials  in  positions  of 
authority  sometimes  have  — and  who  commissioned 
his  minions  to  strike  rarities  for  his  personal  collec¬ 
tion,  while  disseminating  much  misleading  and  false 
information  to  numismatic  scholars,  collectors,  and 
dealers  who  asked  what  the  heck  was  going  on. 

Today,  by  careful  study  of  die  states  and  charac¬ 
teristics,  it  is  sometimes  possible  to  sort  out  the  intent 
and  purpose  of  a  given  pattern.  Sometimes  — but  not 
too  often  — the  production  of  such  pieces  is  docu¬ 
mented  by  surviving  Mint  correspondence  preserved 
in  the  National  Archives.  In  recent  decades,  scholars 
such  as  Walter  H.  Breen,  Don  Taxay,  and  R.W.  Julian 
have  made  extensive  use  of  this  research.  In  still 
fewer  instances,  congressional  documents  relate  to 
patterns,  the  goloid  metric  dollars  of  1878-1880  being 
an  example. 

Studying  the  die  characteristics  of  pattern  coins  is 
a  fascinating  pursuit.  It  does  not  strain  credulity  to 
state  that  while  the  present  catalogue  took  a  lot  of 
time  and  effort  to  prepare,  an  additional  year  could 
have  been  spent,  and  not  all  available  knowledge 
would  have  been  gained.  This  reflects  that  today  the 
field  is  rich  with  interesting  dies,  coins,  and  history 
inviting  discovery  and  study. 


As  a  general  rule,  patterns  made  specifically  for 
numismatists  were  struck  from  carefully  polished 
Proof  dies  and  are  deeply  mirrorlike.  Patterns  struck 
for  true  pattern  purposes  to  test  various  concepts 
were  often  made  from  hastily  finished  dies  showing 
many  raised  parallel  striae  or  die  lines,  criss-crossed 
raised  lines,  etc.  There  is  no  line  of  demarcation,  as,  of 
course,  a  true  pattern  die  used  later  to  strike  numis¬ 
matic  delicacies  would  still  show  characteristics  of 
being  hastily  made. 

1858  Indian  Head  Cent 

1858  pattern  Indian  cent.  Pollock-259,  Judd-208. 

Proof-63.  Obverse  dated  1858,  but  of  the  same  type 
adopted  in  1859.  Reverse  with  laurel  wreath  as  is¬ 
sued  in  1859  only.  Ever  popular  as  an  eye-catching 
conversation  piece.  Only  a  few  hundred  are  known 
to  exist;  it  is  at  least  two  or  three  times  rarer  than 
an  equivalent  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent . 1,495 

1859  Transitional  Pattern  Cent 

1859  pattern  Indian  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of 

1859  (regular  issue),  reverse  of  1860  (regular  is¬ 
sue  with  oak  wreath  and  shield).  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  of  this  highly  im¬ 
portant  coin . 1,695 

1869  pattern  three-cent  nickel  piece.  P-753,  J-676. 
Rarity-5.  Coronet  Head.  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Plain 
edge.  Slightly  reflective  pale  gray  surfaces  with 
moderate  hairlines.  Rather  unimpressive  design 
details.  An  "economy"  specimen  that  is  guaran¬ 
teed  to  please . 950 

1882  Pattern  Shield  Nickel 
P-1897  in  Aluminum 


1882  pattern  five-cent  piece.  P-1897,  J-1695.  Rarity-7. 
Shield  obverse.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Aluminum. 
Plain  edge.  A  superb  example,  save  for  a  small 
scrape  on  the  reverse  rim  at  7:00  (otherwise  PCGS 
might  have  called  it  Proof-66?).  Deeply  mirrored 
light  gray  surfaces  with  sharply  detailed  cameo 
devices . 3,795 


1896  Pattern  Shield  Nickel 
P-1987  in  Nickel-Copper  Alloy 
1896  pattern  five-cent  piece.  P-1987,  J-1770.  Rarity-6. 
Shield  obverse.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Nickel-copper. 
Plain  edge.  Deeply  mirrored  light  gray  surfaces 
with  light  cameo  devices.  An  attractive  example.  A 
few  minor  spots  and  abrasions  are  visible. ..  1,995 

Another  1896  Pattern  Shield  Nickel 
P-1987  in  Nickel-Copper  Alloy 

1896  pattern  five-cent  piece.  P-1987,  J-1770.  Rarity-6. 
Shield  obverse.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Nickel-copper 


Plain  edge.  Very  faint  gold  toning  with  light 
cameo  devices.  Very  light  hairlines  and  other 
abrasions  are  noted . 1,895 

1869  P-787  Pattern  Standard  Silver  1(K 
1869  pattern  dime.  P-787,  J-708.  Rarity-5.  Standard 
Silver.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge. 
Sharply  struck  with  the  exception  of  slight  weak¬ 
ness  at  the  top  of  Liberty's  head  and  the  bottom 
of  the  wreath.  Moderately  deep  toning  blends 
russet,  blue,  and  amber  The  fields  are  quite  reflec¬ 
tive  with  cameo  devices.  A  small  planchet  defect 
is  visible  in  the  right  obverse  field,  beside 
Liberty's  chin . 1,750 

Pattern  1870  Barber  Liberty  Seated  10< 
P-922  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  dime.  P-922,  J-832.  Rarity-7.  Barber's 
Liberty  Seated  obverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver. 
Plain  edge.  Deeply  reflective  with  moderate 
cameo  devices  and  a  few  faint  hairlines.  Mostlv 
brilliant  with  a  trace  of  steel  toning  at  the  periph¬ 
eries . 3,050 

1870  Pattern  Standard  Silver  10C 
P-963  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  dime.  P-963,  J-867.  Rarity-7.  Standard 
Silver.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge 
Faint  champagne  toning  over  brilliant  silver  sur¬ 
faces  with  deeply  reflective  fields  and  cameo  de¬ 
vices.  Sharply  struck . 2,295 

Notable  1875  Pattern  20< 

P-1546  in  Silver 


1875  pattern  twenty-cent  piece.  P-1546,  J-1403.  Rar¬ 
ity-6.  Liberty  by  the  Seashore.  Proof -63  (PCGS) 
Silver.  Plain  edge.  Mottled  obverse  with  steel 
blue,  amber,  and  light  green.  The  reverse  is 
mostly  light  gold  and  blue.  A  number  of  light 
hairlines  and  other  abrasions  are  present,  mostly 
on  the  obverse.  As  a  class,  pattern  20c  pieces  are 
quite  scarce . 5,095 
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Transitional  Pattern  1864  25<t 
P-455  in  Copper 


1864  pattern  Seated  Liberty  quarter.  P-455,  J- 
387.  Proof-63  RB  (NGC).  Struck  in  copper. 
Reeded  edge.  Transitional  issue  with  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST  reverse  as  first  regularly  used  in 
1866 .  2,995 


Lovely  1870  Pattern  25<t 
P-1015  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  quarter.  P-1015,  J-900.  Rarity-5+.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  A  heavily  frosted  cameo  Proof  with  faint 
gold  toning  and  a  few  very  minor  hairlines. 
Sharply  struck  and  quite  desirable . 2,295 

Cameo  Proof  1838  Pattern  50c 
P-75  in  Silver 


1838  pattern  half  dollar.  P-75,  j-72.  Rarity-5. 
Gobrecht's  Liberty  obverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS). 
Silver.  Reeded  edge.  An  attractive  cameo  Proof 
with  faint  gold  toning  and  only  a  few  very  minor 


impairments  (taken  care  of  by  the  PCGS  grade 
designation) . 4,450 

Interesting  1859  Pattern  50C 
P-296  in  Copper 

1859  pattern  half  dollar.  P-296,  J-240.  Rarity-5. 
French  Liberty  Head.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Cop¬ 
per.  Reeded  edge.  A  lovely  example  of  this  design 
with  deep  orange  highlighted  by  vivid  blue.  Very 
sharply  struck  and  quite  desirable . 1,895 

Cameo  Proof  1859  Pattern  50C 
P-303  in  Silver 


1859  pattern  half  dollar.  P-303,  J-245.  Rarity-7. 
French  Liberty  Head.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver. 
Reeded  edge.  A  light  cameo  Proof  with  moder¬ 
ately  reflective  surfaces  and  minor  hairlines. 
Sharply  struck.  The  obverse  has  a  knife  rim  from 
11:00  to  2:00 . 3,795 

Standard  Silver  1869  Pattern  50C 
P-838  in  Silver 


1869  pattern  half  dollar.  P-838,  J-754.  Rarity-5+.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  Attractive  cameo  Proof  with  deep  mirrored 
fields  and  heavily  frosted  devices.  Faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  enhances  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  this 
truly  lovely  coin . 2,650 


But  Which  One  Is  It? 


A  comment  from  Don  King: 

"DearQ.:  * 

"Bet  you  don't  realize  that  you  have  a 
counterfeit  coin  mentioned  in  your  fine 
American  Com  Treasures  and  Hoards  book.  I 
can  hardly  wait  until  vou  write  a  compan¬ 
ion  book  to  this  volume,  if  you  do. 

"I  should  tell  you  that  in  the  early 


1960s  I  saw  Harry  Forman  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  leaving  the  United  States  Treasury 
Building  in  Washington  during  the  'run' 
on  silver  dollars.  His  car  was  heavy,  with 
the  trunk  almost  touching  the  ground, 
while  the  front  of  the  car  was  almost  in 
the  air.  It  must  have  been  filled  with  Un¬ 
circulated  dollars!" 


Standard  Silver  1870  Pattern  50c 
P-1053  in  Silver 

1870  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1053,  J-940.  Rarity-7.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Silver.  Plain  edge. 
Sharply  struck  with  moderate  cameo  devices. 
Light  gold  toning  with  a  few'  minor  hairlines  and 
other  impairments . 1,895 

Standard  Silver  1870  Pattern  50< 

P-1073  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1073,  J-945.  Rarity-7.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  Moderately  contrasting  cameo  Proof  with 
faint  gold  toning.  A  few  hairlines  are  noted  on 
both  obverse  and  reverse . 2,450 

Standard  Silver  1870  Pattern  50<t 
P-1094  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1094,  J-951.  Rarity-5+. 
Standard  Silver.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  Bright  silver  obverse  with  lightly  toned  re¬ 
verse.  A  lovelv  cameo  Proof  with  heavily  frosted 
devices.  The  toning  tends  to  obscure  the 
reflectivity  of  the  reverse . 2,275 

Standard  Silver  1870  Pattern  50<t 
P-1102  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1 102,  |-982.  Rarity-7.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silv  er  Plain  edge 
Very  sharply  struck  with  brilliant  silver  surface'' 
and  a  whisper  of  light  gold  toning.  A  superb  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharply  contrasting  mirrored  fields 
and  cameo  devices .  4,950 
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Standard  Silver  1870  Pattern  50c 
P-1108  in  Silver 

1870  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1108,  J-957.  Rarity-6.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  A  gem  cameo  Proof  with  bright  silvery 
white  surfaces.  Very  sharply  struck  with  deeply 
reflective  fields . 1,895 


Morgan's  Liberty  Head  1879  Pattern  50c 
P-1796  in  Silver 


1879  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1796,  1-1601.  Rarity-6. 
Morgan's  Liberty  Head.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver. 
Reeded  edge.  Weak  central  details,  stronger  about 
the  periphery.  Light  die  striae  are  noted.  An  at¬ 
tractive  cameo  Proof  with  attractive  iridescent 
toning  in  rose,  blue-green,  and  lilac . 15,500 


Another  Morgan  Liberty  Head  1879  50C 
P-1797  in  Copper 


1879  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1797,  J-1602.  Rarity-7. 
Morgan's  Liberty  Head.  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS). 
Copper.  Reeded  edge.  An  incredible  gem  with  ab¬ 
solutely  full,  bright  mint  red.  Delightful  cameo  con¬ 
trast  and  pristine  surfaces.  A  superb  gem.  11,500 


1871  Indian  Princess  Pattern  $1 
P-1289  in  Copper 


1871  pattern  dollar.  P-1289,  J-1147.  Rarity-6+.  Indian 
Princess  obverse.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper. 
Reeded  edge.  Brown  with  tinges  of  red.  A  splen¬ 
did  spec  imen,  well  struck,  and  with  everything 


sharply  defined.  Rich  brown  surfaces  are  accented 
with  tinges  of  magenta  and  electric  blue.  This 
design  from  Longacre's  own  hand,  is  more  el¬ 
egantly  conceived  than  the  somewhat  related 
1872-dated  coin  by  William  Barber . 4,550 


Rare  1878  Morgan  Pattern  $1 
P-1732  in  Copper 


1878  pattern  dollar.  P-1732,  J-1565.  Rarity-7. 
Morgan's  Liberty  Head.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) 


Copper.  Reeded  edge . 15,250 

1880  Metric  Pattern  $1 
P-1848  in  Silver 


1880  pattern  dollar.  P-1848,  J-1648.  Rarity-6+.  8/7. 
Metric  reverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning.  The  ob¬ 
verse  is  deeply  mirrorlike.  The  reverse,  upon 
close  examination,  shows  some  planchet  prepa¬ 
ration  lines  at  the  center,  as  made.  Surfaces  on 
the  reverse  are  brilliant,  with  a  delicate  hint  of 
gold . 6,350 


1880  Goloid  Metric  Pattern  $1 
P-1851  in  Goloid  or  Related  Alloy 


1880  pattern  dollar.  P-1851,  J-1651.  Raritv-6.  Metric 
reverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Goloid  metric  doli.ii 
Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  and  attractive  Delicate 
toning.  The  reverse  shows  some  slight  traces  of 


light  striking  at  the  center,  not  unusual  for  the 
issue . 5,095 


1885  \  cttcrcd  Edge  Morgan  SI 
P-1961  in  Aluminum 


1885  pattern  dollar.  P-1961,  J-1749.  Rarity-7. 
Morgan's  Liberty'  Head.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Alumi¬ 
num.  Lettered  edge.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  light 
gray  toning . 6,325 

Marvelous  Pattern  1836  Gold  Dollar 


1836  Gold  dollar.  P-70,  J-67.  Proof-64  A  splendid 
specimen  designed  by  Christian  Gobrecht.  The 
obverse  features  the  liberty  cap  design,  while  the 
reverse  has  a  palm  branch  and  inscription  Dies 
oriented  180°  apart.  A  classic  pattern.  A  highlight 
of  our  recent  buying  trip! . 14,950 

1878  Metric  Pattern  $5  Half  Eagle 
P-1759  in  Copper 


1878  pattern  half  eagle.  P-1759,  J-1568a.  Rarity -6+. 
Liberty  Head.  Proof-60.  Copper,  gilt  Reeded 
edge.  Pale  gold  with  some  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
ders.  Matte-like  surfaces .  3,150 


1878  Metric  Pattern  $5  Half  Eagle 
P-1762  in  Copper 


1878  pattern  half  eagle.  P-1762, 1-1573.  Raritv-7. 1  ib- 
ertv  Head.  Proof-64  BN  (PCI  .S)  Copper  Rtx  ded 
edge.  Rich  brown  with  hints  of  iridescence  A 
breathtakinglv  beautiful,  splendid  coin  t\32t' 
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1878  Metric  Pattern  $5  Half  Eagle 
P-1762  in  Copper,  Gilt 


1878  pattern  half  eagle.  P-1762  gilt,  J-1573.  Rarity-7. 
Liberty  Head.  Proof-60.  Copper.  Reeded  edge. 
Light  yellow-gold,  polished  at  one  time . 4,295 


1861  Pattern  $10  Eagle 
P-338  in  Copper,  Gilt 


1861  pattern  eagle.  P-338  gilt,  J-285.  Rarity-7.  Lib¬ 
erty  Head.  With  Motto.  Proof-63.  Copper,  gilt. 
Reeded  edge.  Bright  yellow-gold  with  deep 
Proof  surfaces  and  a  few  very  minor  hairlines. 
Sharply  struck . 2,795 


1878  Pattern  $10  Eagle 
P-1773  in  Copper,  Gilt 


1878  pattern  eagle.  P-1773  gilt,  J-1580.  Rarity-6+. 
Capped  Liberty  Head.  Proof-62.  Copper,  gilt. 
Reeded  edge.  An  attractive  cameo  Proof  with  con¬ 
siderable  mirrored  surfaces.  The  gilded  surfaces 
show  minor  hairlines  and  other  abrasions.  6,350 


1870  Pattern  $20  Double  Eagle 
P-1173  in  Copper,  Gilt 


1870  pattern  double  eagle.  P-1173,  1-1038.  Rarity-7. 
Adopted  type.  Proof-63.  Copper,  gilt  Reeded 
edge  A  lovely,  highly  reflective  Proof  with  light 


cameo  contrast.  Sharply  struck  with  bright  green¬ 
ish  yellow  gilt  surfaces.  A  truly  delightful  coin  for 
the  double  eagle  specialist .  10,950 

Counterstamped  Coins 


Group  of  Interesting  Counterstamps 


1815  four  pieces.  E-and  L  counterstamps.  AU-55  to 
MS-63.  (NGC).  Mysterious  E  and  L  counter- 
stamped  Capped  Bust  quarters.  Known  to  exist 
since  the  1870s,  these  mysterious  counter¬ 
stamps  have  only  been  found  on  quarter  dollars 
dated  1815  and  1825.  To  date,  nobody  has  spe¬ 
cifically  identified  the  purpose  or  meaning  of 
the  "E  and  "L"  counterstamps  on  these  coins. 
Many  years  ago,  it  was  speculated  that  these 
were  official  counterstamps  for  "excess"  and 
"light"  weight  coins,  however,  all  known  ex¬ 
amples  are  of  normal  weight.  Walter  Breen 
speculated  that  they  were  school  prizes,  E  for 
English  and  L  for  Latin.  Whatever  the  purpose, 
we  do  know  that  the  counterstamps  were 
placed  on  each  coin  after  they  were  struck,  at 
some  later  date.  Highly  collectible  today,  we  are 
excited  to  offer  a  set  of  four  varieties:  1815 
Browning-1.  E  counterstamp.  AU-55.  1815  B-l. 
L  counterstamp.  AU-58.  1825  B-2.  E  Counter¬ 
stamp  MS-63.  1825  B-2.  L  Counterstamp.  AU- 
58.  All  four  for . 7,995 


Miscellany  for  Sale 

Tokens,  Medals,  Etc. 

JUST  PURCHASED  — Contact  us  for  details! 
1848  Major  General  Zachary  Taylor  Medal.  JM-125, 
Proof-63 .  13,950 

JUST  PURCHASED  — Contact  us  for  details! 


Undated  (C.  1789)  Washington  Inaugural  Medal. 

Cobb-21.  Rarity-7.  VG.  Four  to  five  known.  2,995 
1789  Washington  cent.  Baker-14,  Kenny-7.  Robinson 

copy.  MS-63  BN . 379 

Undated  Washington  Medal.  White  metal,  uniface 

trial . 185 

Undated  Lincoln  token.  Copper  Uniface  trial.  Type  of 
pr35-37 .  245 

JUST  PURCHASED  — Contact  us  for  details! 


Undated  (C.1792).  Washington/Confederate  cent 
muling.  The  only  one  struck .  24,000 

JUST  PURCHASED  — Contact  us  for  details! 

1792  Dickeson  "cent."  MS-64  RB  Call  for  details. 

"Grand  Series  of  National  Medals" 
Events  in  British  History 
Silver  Proofs  in  Book-Style  Case 

1820  "Grand  Series  of  National  Medals"  published 
by  James  Mudie,  himself  an  engraver.  This  lovely 
set  of  large  silver  medals,  arranged  in  two  large 
velvet  drawers  within  an  ornate  red  case,  and  ac¬ 
companied  bv  the  original  book-style  catalogue 
listing  the  subscribers,  is  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  medallic  sets  we  have  ever  offered.  Original 
subscribers  to  the  set  started  with  His  Majesty 
King  George  IV  and  included  manv  other  lumi¬ 
naries  (see  notes).  The  set  showcased  the  works  of 
various  engravers,  who  cut  dies  for  subjects  sug¬ 
gested  by  Mudie,  the  engravers  including  Brenet, 
Dubois,  Mills,  Webb,  and  William  Wvon,  among 
others.  Each  medal  is  carefully  done,  from  dies 
with  excellent  detail  (each  is  a  treat  to  study  un¬ 
der  magnification,  which  we  spent  a  pleasant 
hour  doing).  Proofs,  mirror  finish,  some  light  ban 
dling  marks.  Attractive  light  toning  A  splendid 
set  that  would  make  a  fantastic  display  in  an  of 
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fice  or  cabinet  of  curiosities  —  the  latter  being  how 
such  sets  were  displayed  in  country  houses, 
castles,  or  even  John  Allan's  (see  below)  town 
house  in  New  York  City.  Includes  40  medals,  41.1 
mm.  each,  two  drawers,  fitted  case  with  gold 
embossing  on  cover,  and  original  accompanying 
bound  catalogue  or  book . 19,500 

Only  three  Americans  were  subscribers  to  this  set  in 
1820: "  Allan,  John,  Esq.  United  States,"  Mr.  Paine  (New  York), 
and  Thomas  Lyman,  Esq.  ("United  States"). 

Other  subscribers  included  His  Majesty  George  IV,  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Sussex,  and  a  list  of  other  royal  and  state  personages. 
It  seemed  that  no  British  palace  or  country  estate  would  have 
been  complete  without  a  set!  Other  patrons,  obscure  and  well 
known,  included  these  selected  listings:  "Miss  Scott,  Rose 
Cottage,  Cobham;"  Lieutenant  General  Duncan  Campbell 
(who  ordered  three  full  sets);  the  partnership  of  Zanetti  and 
Agnew,  Manchester,  who  ordered  six  sets;  Messrs.  Marsh  & 
Co.,  Bankers;  Messrs.  Thomason  and  Jones,  of  Birmingham, 
two  sets,  Thomason  being  a  well-known  engraver  of  the 
period;  William  Wyon,  distinguished  engraver  at  the  Royal 
Mint,  London.  Quantity  purchasers  included  Messrs.  Solomon 
and  Lewis,  location  not  given,  50  sets;  Mr.  M.  Young,  location 
not  given,  55  sets;  and  Mr.  Whiteaves  of  Fleet  Street,  London, 
who  signed  up  for  an  amazing  93  sets.  Remarkable  for  their 
absence  are  collectors  and  engravers  from  France,  perhaps  due 
to  the  political  difficulties  between  England  and  France  in 
recent  times.  However,  Mrs.  Brown,  otherwise  unidentified,  is 
listed  from  Paris,  as  is  LeBaron  Denon,  described  as  "late 
director  of  the  Louvre." 

1837  L-19.  MS-64  RB . 419 

1833  L-51.  HTT-70.  Jackson  in  safe  /  balky  mule  mo¬ 
tifs.  MS-64  RB . 350 

1837  L-52.  HTT-71.  Brass.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Jackson  in  safe  /  balky  mule  motifs. ...  675 
1837  L-97.  HTT-293.  MS-64  RB.  Merchants'  Exchange, 
Newr  York  City  (the  old  building  which  burned  in 

1835).  Attractive . 425 

Circa  1931-32  Trio  of  bronze  Washington  medals. 
Average  grade  MS-63.  Antique  finish.  Each  in  a 
round  oxblood  leatherette  box.  Probably  as  is¬ 
sued . 95 

Stanley  Cup  Hockey  Award 


1938  Stanley  Cup  Award  medal  in  gold  EF. 

Awarded  to  Carl  Voss  of  the  Chicago  Black 
Hawks.  A  prime  sports  item,  a  find  for  the  histo¬ 
rian  and  specialist . 2,895 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our  prede¬ 
cessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  commis¬ 
sioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Rochester, 
NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for  us.  The 
approximate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent  of 
the  1793-185 7  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each 
token  depicts  on  the  obverse  the  famous 
IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the 


1786-1787  copper  coinage,  "Columbia"  being  a 
representation  of  "America."  The  reverse  depicts 
an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived 
from  the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold 
coin.  Examples  are  with  "antiqued"  finish  as 
made.  Dave  Bowers  discovered  a  little  box  full  of 
these  when  moving  some  "stuff."  Each  $9.95,  25 
for . 149 

JUST  PURCHASED  — Contact  us  for  details! 

1992  American  Numismatic  Society  medal.  18-karat 
gold.  Condition  as  issued.  Bright  gold  relief  ar¬ 
eas.  Matte  fields.  Plain  edge.  Number  2  on  edge. 
67.6  x  67.4  mm.  17.29  troy  ounces.  A  medal  of 
somewhat  abstract  design,  signed  N.D.,  com¬ 
memorating  the  quincentenary  of  Columbus' 
"discovery"  of  America . 5,250 

Hawaiian  Coins 


Choice  1883  Hawaii  10C 

1883  Hawaiian  10C.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant;  rare 
so  nice.  This  and  other  business  strike  Hawai¬ 
ian  silver  coins  of  1883  were  struck  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  but  no  one  thought  to  add  an  S 
mintmark . 1,695 

Miscellany 


Impressive  "Wheel  of  Fortune" 

Casino  Device 

Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  "wheel  of  for¬ 
tune"  made  by  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in  the 
present  century  — just  the  sort  of  device  that 
would  have  been  used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or  high 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  wheel,  about  six  feet 
in  diameter,  is  on  its  own  stand  and  is  displayed 
in  a  vertical  position.  The  wheel  is  ornamented 
with  numbers  (resembling  dice  faces)  and  mir¬ 
rored  panels  and  is  a  very  impressive  ensemble. 
We  came  across  this  in  an  antique  shop  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  (where  it  still  is),  wrote  a  check  for  it  on 
the  spot,  and  now  offer  it  for  sale.  In  many  years 
of  being  interested  in  antique  gambling  devices, 


Miscellany  for  Sale 


we've  encountered  only  one  other  for  sale.  Basi¬ 
cally  "original"  condition,  not  repainted,  altered, 
or  anything  else1.  Needs  a  few  touches,  but  is  es¬ 
sentially  pristine.  Ask  for  a  photo!  Offered  f.o.b 
Massachusetts . 3,450 

1942  "experimental  cent"  related  pieces:  In  1942  the 
United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suitable 
replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being  a  strategic 
war  material,  copper  was  in  high  demand.  Re¬ 
placement  material  required  various  properties  to 
simulate  copper  as  closely  as  possible.  Private 
companies  were  contacted  to  explore  materials  as 
diverse  as  plastic  and  glass.  Special  dies  were  pre¬ 
pared  for  use  in  the  testing  process.  The  firms  in¬ 
volved  provided  sample  planchets  which  were 
struck  with  these  dies.  We  were  fortunate  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  small  quantity  of  plastic  "Planchets"  or 
disks  which  w'ere  left  over  from  one  of  the  private 
companies  involved.  We  have  two  different  types 
of  material:  general-purpose  phenolic  resin  is  verv 
dark  brown,  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six  con¬ 
centric  circles  raised  on  each  side.  The  Urea-form¬ 
aldehyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs  10.76  grains. 
These  also  have  six  raised  circles  on  each  side. 
Order  either  type,  each  for . 59 

Currency 

Pels  "rebus  puzzle"  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  purchased. 
Crisp  Uncirculated . 375 

Paper  Americana 

c.1907  coin  postcards  of  different  countries  housed  in 
a  bound  book.  24  pages  with  a  card  on  both  sides. 
Individual  cards  have  sold  for  over  $100  each.  A 
find;  the  first  set  or  album  we've  seen . 895 

Ideal  for  framing:  American  Airlines  colorful  oval 
luggage  tag  (the  kind  that  used  to  be  pasted  on 
steamer  trunks  and  suitcases,)  mid-1930s,  depict¬ 
ing  an  earlv  propeller  plane  and  the  ill-fated  zep- 
pelin  Hindenburg.  American  Airlines,  Inc.  offered 
exclusive  connecting  service  to  the  Hindenburg, 
apparently  for  only  a  very  short  time.  We  bought 
a  little  group  of  these,  but  as  we  go  to  press,  only 
one  remains . 99 


American  Numismatic  Association  Centennial  History 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  award  winning  two-volume  book  on  the  history  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  from  1 891  to  date.  The  only 
copies  left  are  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  warehouse,  and 
once  these  are  gone,  that's  it!  1,768  pages,  illustrated.  r\y 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BAN-710,  List  $159.00. 

Only  $115.00  , 

plus  $7.50  shipping  and  handling 

ACT  NOW!  ACT  FAST! 

LESS  THAN  45  LEFT! 
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Take  Advantage  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena 

Want  List 
Service 


Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the  grades  you 
want,  and  at  the  prices  that  will  be  a  good  value  for  you. 


We  offer  you  these 
advantages: 

Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  organization 
has  been  one  of  the  most  reputable, 
longest  established,  and  financially 
secure  coin  companies. 

Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for 

**  \  the  quality  you  receive.  Our 

V  4 

\  coins  are  chosen  specifically  for 


j  their  aesthetic  appeal  in  combi- 


We  invite  you  to  send  us  your  list  of  important,  hard-to-find  coins  ;• 

L*Clil  J  / 

nation  with  their  technical 
rate  sheet  of  paper  to  list  the  coins  you  need,  and  send  it  to  us.  We  will  09  3^*°  grades.  PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be 


immediately  begin  searching  for  the  coins  you  specify! 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes  and  ears  on  every  convention 
bourse  floor,  in  our  office  when  old-time  collections  come  through 
our  doors,  and  over  the  telephone  to  dealers  and  collectors  all  over 
the  country. 


For  information,  call  toll  free  1-800-222-5993  or  write: 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Attn:  Want  List 


Box  1224  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Jk 


a  good  value  for  you.  Each  and  ev¬ 
ery  purchase  you  make  comes  with 
our  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  truly 
enjoy  providing  the  best  in  personal 
service.  Each  of  our  clients  be¬ 
comes  an  important  member  of 
our  “family”  of  coin  buyers. 


Terms  of  Sale 

1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment -TOLL-FREE -at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector's  Account,  or 
use  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American  Ex¬ 
press  (send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card 
including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order). 
Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be 
used  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put "  same  type" 
for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the 
same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value 
if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage 
and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be 
sent  insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the 
United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  becharged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rateofl%  per  month  (12%  per  annum)  after 
30  days.  Laya  ways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  "ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:"  Call 
our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge 
your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or 
American  Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask 
for  the  coins  on  approval  We  will  need  your  street 
address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery. 


This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders  of  $500  or 
more;  just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates 
for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of 
receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have 
a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion 
coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or 
coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are 
final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  ser¬ 
vices  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same 
sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of 
a  particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with 
respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which 
can  and  do  vary  amongexperts.  Further,  the  interpretation 
of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period 
of  time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to 
1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices 
have  pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  nu¬ 
mismatists.  In  the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably 
the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world 
today.  Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder  in  the 
Collector's  Universe  (owners  of  PCGS). 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved 
to  be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the 
money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without 
further  liability). 


6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members 
are  members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
American  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  nu  mis- 
matic  organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Ray  Mer¬ 
ena  was  president  of  the  PNG,  1995-1997.  Other  staff 
members  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic 
hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no 
over-the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  con¬ 
ventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person 
there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and 
invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  perfor¬ 
mance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its 
price  in  the  future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by 
supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations 
may  change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices 
to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and 
special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid 
typographical  errors,  we  cannot  bo  responsible  for  errors 
which  may  occur. 
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Books  For  Sale 

Discounts  Galore! 

Great  Reading  for  You! 


We  are  proud  of  our  Books  For  Sale  sec¬ 
tion!  We  have  always  believed  that  books 
hold  the  key  to  collecting  success.  If  you  are 
interested  in  making  advantageous  buys  for 
your  collection,  there  is  no  substitute  for 
knowledge.  And  when  it  comes  to  gaining 
knowledge,  there  is  no  substitute  for  books. 
In  fact,  if  it  could  not  be  replaced,  we  would 
not  trade  our  own  library  for  its  weight  in 
gold!  This  is  true.  A  good  numismatic  book 
will  repay  its  cost  many  times  over,  in  the 
value  received. 

Now  is  the  perfect  time  to  add  to  your  li¬ 
brary.  We  offer  you  books  on  every  topic 
under  the  numismatic  sun  and  then  some. 
Take  advantage  of  our  discounts  and  order 
several  titles  to  enjoy. 

Discounts  ami  Guarantee 

Here  is  the  deal: 

•  DISCOUNTS:  If  your  book  order  totals 
under  $100  at  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount. 
If  your  order  totals  over  $100  or  more,  take  a 
20%  discount! 

•  Each  book  comes  with  a  30-day  money- 
back  guarantee  of  satisfaction! 

Best  Sellers! 

Currently  among  our  most  popular  titles 
are  some  old  favorites  —  American  Coin  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards  (BBM-404,  list  price  $69.95) 
and  The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
(BBM-406,  list  price  $69.95),  both  are  beauti¬ 
ful  deluxe  hardbound  volumes  by  Q.  David 
Bowers  that  will  give  you  hours  of  informa¬ 
tive  and  entertaining  reading.  Both  have 
been  so  popular  that  they  have  been  COM¬ 
PLETELY  SOLD  OUT.  Fortunately,  new 
printings  of  both  are  on  hand,  and  as  this  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to  press  we 
are  able  to  ship  orders  immediately. 

Right  up  there  at  the  top  of  the  hit  pa¬ 
rade  is  also  our  fabulous  pre-publication  of¬ 
fer  on  Dave's  new  book,  A  Romantic  Adven¬ 
ture:  Edmund  Roberts  and  the  Famous  Silver 
Dollars  Dated  1804  —  scheduled  to  go  to  press 
in  early  fall.  Check  out  our  ad  on  page  33. 
(special  net  pre-publication  price  $49.95) 

Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  and  Colonial  Coins,  of  which  we 
have  sold  more  than  10,000  copies(!!!),  is  a 


miniature  research  library  between  two  cov¬ 
ers.  It  is  absolutely  essential  to  a  library  on 
the  title  subjects.  (BBR-764,  list  price  $125.00) 

A  Great  New  Book  on  Half  Dimes! 

New  to  our  listings  this  issue  is  Federal 
Half  Dimes  1792-1837  by  Russell  J.  Logan 
and  John  W.  McCloskey  with  a  preface  by 
our  own  Dave  Bowers.  Don't  miss  the  full 
page  coverage  on  this  title  with  all  the  de¬ 
tails  on  page  36.  This  is  a  really  great  book 
by  two  of  America's  finest  numismatic 
scholars.  (BRL-100,  list  price  $75.00) 

Music  to  Read  By:  Something  Different! 

And,  for  your 
listening  pleasure 
we  offer  you  An 
Evening  at  the  Home 
of  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  a 
two-CD  set  featur¬ 
ing  melodies  on  the 
"Mighty  Wurlitzer" 
theatre  pipe  organ. 

Lean  back  in  your  favorite  chair,  close  your 
eves,  and  get  set  to  enjoy  old-time  melodies, 
including  several  performances  once  heard 
by  famous  film  producer  Cecil  B.  DeMille. 
The  old-time  selections  are  all  the  more  re¬ 
markable,  as  you  can  experience  the  same 
type  of  music,  the  same  arrangements,  and 
the  same  everything  else  as  if  you  had  been 
there  years  ago!  These  are  not  modern  ar¬ 
rangements,  they  are  the  originals.  The 
present  set  of  CDs  was  recorded  by  Joe 
Cimino  on  the  Wurlitzer  theatre  pipe  organ 
in  the  library  and  music  room  of  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers'  home,  a  Wurlitzer  Style  135  with  many 
similarities  to  the  instrument  enjoyed  earlier 
in  the  present  century  by  noted  film  director 
Cecil  B.  DeMille  in  his  California  home. 
Years  ago,  Dave  acquired  DeMille's  personal 
library  of  pre-recorded  paper  music  rolls 
used  on  DeMille's  organ,  and  today  these 
same  melodies  are  played  for  you.  The  in¬ 
strument  was  restored  by  Tim  Westman, 
who  worked  nearly  two  years  on  the  project. 
We  guarantee  you  the  best  part  of  two  hours 
of  fun  and  enjoyment  with  this  purchase. 
(BCD-1,  list  price  $24.95)  -  See  our  special 
offer  with  a  $100  coin  purchase  on  page  80. 


Remarkable  guarantee:  If  after  you  receive 
your  CD  set  and  listen  to  it,  if  you  do  not  find 
it  to  be  everything  you  hoped  for,  drop  a  note 
within  30  days  to  Dave  Bowers  and  he  will 
refund  your  full  purchase  price— and  you  can 
keep  the  set  free  (to  give  to  a  friend?). 

Ordering  is  Fast  and  Easy! 

Ordering  is  easy.  Have  your  credit  card 
handy  and  call  toll-free  1-800-222-5993  Ext.  31 
and  ask  for  me,  Mary  Tocci.  Or,  fax,  mail,  or 
e-mail  your  order  to  my  attention.  Just  give 
me  the  stock  numbers  and  I'll  automatically 
calculate  the  total  and  give  you  your  best  dis¬ 
count!  Either  way,  some  great  titles  will  be  on 
their  way  to  you  and  in  your  mailbox  soon! 

Happy  reading  (and  listening)! 


The  B&M  Staff 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin 

Review— Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President  — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept.  — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior 
Numismatist;  Gail  Watson,  Sales  Director;  Janet 
Lavertue,  Numismatic  Associate:  Chris  Karstedt, 
Vice  President. 

•  Auction  Dept. -John  Pack,  Auction  Director; 
Denise  D'Eri.  Numismatists:  Mark  Borckardt,  Q. 
David  Bovvers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  John  Pack, 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Frank  Van  Valen,  and  others. 

•  Research  Dept. —  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena. 

•  Graphics  Dept.  -  Robin  Edgerly,  Roberta  French, 
Robert  Lawrence,  Jennifer  Meers.  Doug 
Plasencia,  Manager,  Photography  Department. 

•  Administration -John  Babalis,  Operations 
Manager;  Donna  A.  Badeau,  Carolyn  Craigue, 
Guy  Hughes,  Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Kathleen 
Lancor,  Debbie  McDonald,  Rosalie  Minnerlv, 
Donna  Pearo. 

•  Publications  Dept. -John  Babalis,  Man  Tocci 

•  Financial  Department -BarbClifford,Ci>rjfm//ri 
Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Natalie  Smith. 

•  Network/IS  Administrator— Thomas  Trumble 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


United  States  Numismatic 
Literature  Vol.  II:  20th-Century 
Auction  Catalogues 
By  John  W.  Adams 

An  impressive  reference  books.  The 
author  has  studied  sales  held  by  major  U.S. 
auction  firms  of  the  1900-1950  era.  418 
pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAD-724. 

List  S125.00 
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Handbook  of  20th- 
Century  United  States 
Gold  Coins 
By  David  Akers 

Much  worthwhile  infor¬ 
mation  about  Saint-Gaudens 
and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and 
$20  gold  coins.  184  pages.  Il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAK-749. 

List  $19.95. 
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Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dimes 
By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  inter¬ 
ested  collector  needs  to 
know  about  half  dimes. 
168  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBL-105. 

List  $29.95. 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


American  Coin 
Treasures  and  Hoards 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Twenty-two  profusely 
i  1 1  u  s  tra  ted  cha  pters  a  re  f  i  1 1  ed 
I  withstoriesof  treasures  hid¬ 
den,  lost,  found,  and  some 
|  waiting  to  be  found.  456 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BB.M-404. 

List  $59.95. 


The  ANA  Centennial 
History 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  two-volume  book  on 
the  history  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association 
froml891  to  date.  1,768 pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-710. 

List  $159.00. 


American  Numismatics 
Before  the  Civil  War, 

1760-1860 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book,  emphasizing 
the  story  of  Augustus  B.  Sage, 
will  give  you  an  "1  am  there" 
feeling  for  the  early  days  of 
American  numismatics.  432 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-405. 

List  $89.95 


A  Buyer's  and  Enthusiast's 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  .and 
Indian  Cents 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Meet  each  and  every  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  and  Indian  cent 
through  the  pages  of  this  fas¬ 
cinating  book  which,  if  you 
read  it,  will  make  you  an  ex¬ 
pert.  541  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-311. 

List  $45.00 


A  Buyer’s  and 
Enthusiast's  Guide 

. .  it>— ~ — - — 

Flyiii#  Eq^lc  and 
Indian  Cents 


A  Buyers'  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Second  Edition.  A  trea¬ 
sure  trove  of  information  on 
these  popular  series.  Updated 
information  with  1997  prices 
for  every  date  and  mintmark. 
304  pages,  illustrated 
Softbound.  Stock  No.BBIM-402. 
List  $19.95 


Publications  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 

From  the  illustrious  series  of  monographs  re¬ 
lating  to  the  "Coinage  of  the  Americas  Confer¬ 
ence"  held  each  year  in  New  York  City  by  the  ANS, 
each  volume  is  superb,  contains  the  work  of  many 
authors,  is  excellently  illustrated,  and  will  be  a  fine 
addition  to  any  library. 

America's  Silver  Coinage 

1794-1891 

Cloth  hardbound,  210  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-210 
List  $15.00 

America's  Silver  Dollars 
Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeburg 

Cloth  hardbound,  127  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-211 
List  $25.00 

America's  Gold  Coinage 
Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  132  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-212 
List  $15.00 

The  Token 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 

Cloth  hardbound,  224  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-213 
List  $25.00 

Coinage  of  the  American 
Confederation  Period 
Edited  by  Philip  E.  Mossman 
Cloth  hardbound,  346  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-214 
List  $25.00 

America's  Large  Cent 
Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeburg 

Cloth  hardbound,  190  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-215 
List  $25.00 


Money  of  the 
American  Colonies 
and  Confederation 
By  Philip  L.  Mossman 

A  superb  study,  separately 
published  by  the  ANS,  and  an 
ideal  companion  to  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  America. 
312  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BMO-21X) 

List  $100.00 
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Numismatist's 
"Companion"  Books 
Each  book  in  the  “Com¬ 
panion"  series  is  edited  by 
QDB  and  contains  interest¬ 
ing  articles  by  various  au¬ 
thors.  Delightful  and  infor¬ 
mative  reading.  Softbound, 
5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches. 

Numismatist's  Bfdside 
Companion 

Slock  No.  BBM-200. 

List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Country¬ 
side  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207. 

List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Downtown 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-208. 

List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Lakeside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202 
List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Topside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209. 

List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Traveling 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-210. 

List  S12.95. 

Numismatist's  Weekend 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-206. 

List  $12.95. 
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Buyer's  Guide  to  United 
States  Gold  Coins 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Describes  each  type  of 
United  States  gold  coin  from 
1795  onward.  A  highly  useful 
book  for  the  gold  enthusiast. 
122  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-350 
List  $12.95.  . 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-351. 
List  $19.95 


Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money,  A  Peek  at 
the  19th  Century 

Nru1  introduction  by  Q.  Diroid  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book 
we  have  reprinted  some  of 
our  favorite  articles  printed 
in  the  19th  century.  A  lot  of 
fun,  informative  reading.  192 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

I  isl  $29.95. 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

AGOMPLEtHENCVCLdPEPlA 


Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  one-of-a-kind  resource. 

Multiple  pages  on  even'  classic 
commemorative  coin  and  pre¬ 
viously  unpublished  informa¬ 
tion  about  rarity,  market  analy¬ 
ses,  etc.!  768  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308.  List  $39.95 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308A.  List  $49.95 


Encyclopedia  of  Automatic 
Musical  Instruments 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

First  printed  in  1972,  this 
book  has  become  the  standard 
reference  on  old-time  auto¬ 
matic  music  makers.  If  you 
like  music  or  nostalgia,  you'll 
love  this  book.  1,008  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-802. 

List  $89.95 


k!^,!tn>floprbi;i  of  SUiromatir 
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The  History  of  United 
States  Coinage 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Covers  all  American  se¬ 
ries  from  colonials  to  territo¬ 
rial  gold,  half  cents  to  $20  gold. 
Equivalent  to  a  university 
course  in  coins,  and,  probably, 
would  cost  $5,000  or  more! 
572  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-130. 

List  $59.95. 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

As  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  CoUectfon 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

King  of  Coins 
By  Q.  David  Boioers 

A  wonderful  book  chroni¬ 
cling  the  life  of  this  magnifi¬ 
cent  collector  and  his  fasci- 
nating  collection  which,  when 
sol  d ,  rea  1  ized  $44  million!  1 76 
pages,  illustrated.  Second 
printing. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 

List  $62.50 
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U.S.  Coins  by  Design  Types: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Valuablefor  the  type  collec¬ 
tor.  248  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-307. 

List  $9.95 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  U.S.  coppers  are  described 
in  detail.  176  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

List  $9.95 

U.S.  3<t  and  5C  Pieces:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  inside  view  of  these  se¬ 
ries.  168  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303. 

List  $9.95 


The  Treasure  Ship  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  exciting  book  which 
chronicles  the  story  of  this 
ill-fated  vessel,  its  loss  and 
recovery,  plus  stories  of  the 
Gold  Rush  in  San  Francisco 
and  a  history  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint.  416  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-406. 

List  $69.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 
An  Illustrated  History 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  definitive  work  on 
American  gold  coins.  When 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
James  Baker  wanted  to  know 
about  gold  coins,  he  consul  ted 
this  book  Award  winner.  415 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-135. 

I  ist  $57.95 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Waterford  Water  Cure 
By  Q.  David  Boivers 

An  arcane,  but  fascinating 
inquiry  into  counterstamped 
coins.  We'll  make  this  daring 
guarantee:  if  you  buy  this  book 
and  don't  enjoy  it,  let  Dave 
know  within  30  days,  a  refund 
will  be  sent,  and  you  can  keep 
the  book  free!  224  pages,  ill. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-422. 
List  $49.95 


Walter  Breen's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

The  master  source,  the 
fountainhead  of  information 
gather  over  a  long  period  of 
years  by  one  of  America's 
most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  754 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-764. 

List:  $125.00 


WALTER  BREEN’S 

COMPLETE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

_ 0(5 _ 

U.S.  AND  COLONIAL 

COINS 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man 
and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  vol¬ 
ume  details  the  almost  unbe¬ 
lievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand 
who  assembled  the  largest 
coin  collection  of  all  time.  248 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-140. 

List  $29.00 


VIRGIL  BRAND: 
The  Man  and  His  Bra 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 
Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson 
&  Michael  Dodder 

A  companion  to  the  two- 
volume  ANA  History.  Re¬ 
search  articles,  mostly  of  a 
specialized  nature,  by  some 
of  the  hobby's  leading  fig¬ 
ures.  372  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-711. 

List  $65 


Standing  Liberty 
Quarters 
By  J.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide 
to  this  popular  series  by  an 
acknowledged  expert 
(whose  reference  collection 
we  had  the  honor  of  show¬ 
casing  at  auction  a  few  years 
ago).  175  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700. 
List  $24.95 


Standing 

Liberty 

Quarters 


The  Smart  Collector 
By  the  Editors  of  Coin  World 
A  handy  commentary. 
General  information  is  given 
concerning  each  design,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  "What  Will  It 
Cost?"  (a  commentary  on  the 
cost  of  forming  a  collection 
of  the  specialty)  and  "Fast 
Facts"  (basic  information). 
254  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCW-700. 
List  $22.00 


Early  Coins  of  America 
By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

One  of  the  greatest  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatic  books,  this 
volume  appeared  in  1875  and 
has  never  been  superseded. 
Standard  reference  on  colo¬ 
nial,  state,  and  early  Ameri¬ 
can  coins.  378  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Durst  reprint. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 


America's  Money 
America's  Story 
By  Richard  Doty 

Experience  the  fascinating 
evolution  of  America's  mon¬ 
etary  system  from  one  of  the 
most  respected  numismatic 
scholars  in  the  world.  Book  of 
the  Yearatthel998  ANA  Con¬ 
vention.  244  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  B DO-500. 

List  $34.95 


Bowers  and  Merena's 
Little  Editions 

A  series  of  monographs  on 
a  variety  of  coin-related  topics, 
from  famous  figures  to  studies 
on  popular  series  to  investiga¬ 
tive  reports. 

A  Curious  Thievery  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint 
By  A.L.  Drummond 

Stock  No.  BLE-501.  List  $5.95. 

A  Review  of  the  Com¬ 
memorative  Coin  Market 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-502.  List  $5.95. 

The  Curious  Case  of  the 
Coin  Collectors  Kline 
By  Dr.  Joel  ].  Orosz,  NIG 

Stock  No.  BLE-503.  List  $5.95. 

Woodward's  Sale  of  the 
John  F.  McCoy  Collection 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No.  BLE-504.  List  $5.95. 
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The  Soho  Mint  &  the 
Industrialization  of 
Money 

By  Dr.  Richard  Doty 

If  you  know  about  the 
Soho  Mint  then  this  book  is  a 
"must  have."  If  you  don't 
know  about  it,  that  is  all  the 
more  reason  to  order  a  copy! 
254  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BDO-505. 

List  $75.00 


The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 
By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D  and  Jeff 
Oxman 

A  synopsis  of  the  top  100 
mostpopularMorgandollarva- 
rieties.  Excellent  for  those  who 
wish  to  "cherrypick"  for  valu¬ 
able  die  varieties.  137  pages,  ill. 
Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  $24.95 
Leatherette. 

Stock  No.BFE-301.  List  $24.95 


Bill  Fivaz's  Counterfeit 
Detection  Guide 
By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  ref¬ 
erence,  designed  to  enable  you 
to  recognize  genuine  pieces, 
with  the  potential  to  save  (or 
make)  you  money  when  pur¬ 
chasing.  52  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  B FI-115. 

List  $10.00 
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Cm  Kin  ric  Ki  rs'  Pocket  Glide, 
Top  150 
By  Bill  Fivaz  and 
J.T.  Stanton 

The  150  most  interesting  va¬ 
rieties  described  in  a  handy,  spi¬ 
ral  bound  volume  that  will  fit  in 
a  coat  pocket.  220  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  B FI-114. 

List  SI 9.95 
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Helpful  Hints  For 
Enjoying  Coin  Collecting 
By  Bill  Fivas 

Bill  shares  over  50  years  of 
experience,  providing  the 
reader  the  information, 
advice,  and  skills  needed  to 
have  fun  in  coin  collecting. 
120  pages,  illustrated 
Spiralbound 
Stock  No.  B FI-120. 

List  $15.95 


Paper  Money  ofjhe 
United  States 
By  Robert  Friedberg 
With  additions  and  revisions  by  Ira 
S.  and  Arthur  L.  Friedberg 

The  essential  work  for 
anyone  interested  in  United 
States  currency. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFR-105. 

List  $35.00 


PAPER  MONEY 

OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Basic  Guide  to 
United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 
By  Michael  J.  Hodder  and 
Q.  David  Bowers 

A  fact-filled  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-309. 

List  $14.95 
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Michael  l.  Hodder 
a*t!  Q.  David  Boners 


The  Norweb  Collection: 
An  American  Legacy 
By  Michael  J.  Hodder 
b  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-145. 

List  $29.95 
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Take  advantage  of  out  special  discounts  on  these  great  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Investing,  Collecting  & 
Trading  in  Certified 

COMMEMORATIVES 
By  Harry  Laibstain 

A  guide  to  market  avail¬ 
ability  of  various  issues  in 
various  grades. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  B  LA-851. 

List  $29.95 


Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 
By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to 
know  about  this  series.  392 
pages,  illustrated.  Highly  ac¬ 
claimed  and  with  enough  in¬ 
formation  for  two  books! 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-107. 

List  $43.95 


Longacre's  Two-Cent  Piece: 
1864  Attribution  Guide 
By  Frank  Leone 

Every  idiosyncracy  of  the 
two-cent  piece  has  been  stud¬ 
ied  by  this  well-known  author. 
Offers  hours  of  enjoyment  at¬ 
tributing  your  collection.  248 
pages. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BLE-440. 

List  $24.95 
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Federal  Half  Dimes 
1792-1837 

By  Russell  J.  Logan  and  John 
W.  McCloskey 

A  great  new  reference  by 
two  of  numismatics'  most  ac¬ 
complished  authors  packed 
with  information  on  this  ob¬ 
scure  but  fascinating  series. 
293  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRL-100. 
List  $75.00 
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Rare  Cow  Review  1969- 
1994:  An  Annotated  Index 
of  the  First  100  Issues 
By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector's  guide  to  the 
title  subject.  (Thanks,  Ken, 
for  writing  this!)  93  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BMT-100. 

List  $19.95 


Mason's  Stamp  &  Coin 
Collector's  Magazine 
First  ever  reprint  of  the 
periodicals  of  E.  Locke 
Mason,  rare  coin  dealer  of 
Philadelphia  and  Boston 
in  the  19th  century.  Great 
reading  for  the  numis¬ 
matic  buff. 

Hardbound  —  3  Vols. 

Stock  No.  BMA-600. 

List  $240.00 
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The  Gobrecht  Journal, 
Collective  Vol  4 
Edited  by  Dr.  John  IV.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from 
recent  years  from  the  journal  of 
the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club. 
Full  of  research  information,  mar¬ 
ket  data,  collecting  insights  and 
more.  600  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  S44.00 
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United  States 
Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Neuwinb 
The  standard  reference 
book  on  d  ie  varieties  of  cop¬ 
per  cents  of  the  period.  312 
pages,  illustrated  with  line 
cuts. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-798. 

List  $50.00 


in 


ScptemH’r- November  1999/  Karr  Com  Review  #131 


IMIMK  fiOOUS 

LOU  5flH 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  vour  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Bust  Half  Fever 

1807-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Senders 

A  highly  interesting 
hook  covering  all  die  vari¬ 
eties,  the  background  of  the 
series,  grading  collecting, 
etc.  330  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSO-752. 

List  $60.00 
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The  Early  Paper  Money  of 
America 

By  Erie  P.  Newman  \ 

The  source  for  early 
American  paper  money  col¬ 
lectors  including  comprehen¬ 
sive  information  on  every  is¬ 
sue.  480  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-500. 

List  $75.00 
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Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 
By  A  l  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on 
the  series,  a  "must-have"  book. 
Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710 
pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOV-100. 

List  $59.95 
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Dlt  VilllTIIS 


U.S.  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 
By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  se¬ 
ries,  with  much  information, 
price  data,  etc.,  not  available  in 
any  other  volume.  Award  win¬ 
ner.  A  must  for  every  advanced 
library.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.BPO-100. 

List  $79.00 


United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  dis¬ 
cusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new 
clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues  and  dates. 
174  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  P.RA-51  I. 

List  $12.95 


The  Medallic  Portraits  of 
Washington 

By  Russell  Rulau  &  George  Fuld 
This  second  edition  covers 
Washington  coins,  medals, 
tokens,  plaques,  and  badges 
issued  from  1783  to  the 
present,  with  clear  photos,  de¬ 
scriptions,  and  pricing  in  three 
grades.  432  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-555. 
List  $34.95 


Standard  Catalog  of 
U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 
By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of 
listings  and  photographs, 
rarity  ratings,  and  just  about 
everything  else  you  need  to 
know  to  buy,  sell,  collect, 
enjoy,  and  appreciate 
United  States  tokens. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-725. 

List  $47.95 


Photograde 
By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official 
grading  guide  by  the  ANA. 
224  pages,  illustrated.  Tid¬ 
bit:  At  one  time  this  was  the 
most-requested  book  in  the 
Detroit  Public  Library  sys¬ 
tem.  It  is  true!  Now  in  its  18th 
edition,  224  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-414. 

List  $10.95 


Penny  Whimsy 
By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine 
Durst  of  this  classic  text,  the 
first  in  the  American  series  to 
combine  detailed  numis¬ 
matic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  informa¬ 
tion,  opinions,  a  delightful 
mixture.  340  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSH-100. 
l  ist  $50.00 


U.S.  Error  Note 

Encyclopedia 

By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 

This  book  illustrates  many 
different  types  of  currency  er¬ 
rors.  A  great  guide  for  answer¬ 
ing  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors  and  giv¬ 
ing  a  view  of  market  values.  431 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSU-300. 
List  $32.00 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins 

1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  & 
Walter  Breen 

An  updated  version  of 
this  well-known  and 
highly  regarded  classic. 
386  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSW-742. 

List  $29.95 


ig  A.-. ,  „ 


Standard  Guide  to  the 
Lincoln  Cent 
By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

This  fourth  edition  is 
packed  with  new,  updated 
information  on  every  coin 
in  the  series.  Over  300 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-404. 

List  $24.95. 


Coin  Lore 
By  Gerald  Tebbens 

Collected  essays  by  this 
popular  Coin  Lore  columnist. 
Easy,  informative  reading  on 
about  as  many  various  sub¬ 
jects  as  there  are  chapters  in 
the  book:  42.  224  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTE-800. 

List  $22.00. 
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Tm  Complete  Guide  to 
Franklin  Half  Dollars 
By  Rick  Tomaska 

The  first  booh  devoted 
solely  to  the  Franklin  half  dol¬ 
lar  series.  Includes  date-by- 
date  analysis,  plus  grading  in¬ 
formation,  rarity  estimates, 
and  more.  240  pages,  ill. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTO-IOO. 

List  $19.95 


Franklin 
Half  Dollara 


Official  Guide  to  Coin 
Grading  and  Counterfeit 
Detection 

Edited  by  Scott  A.  Trovers 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Explains  and  illustrates  the 
standards  for  grading  Mint 
State  coins,  plus  information 
on  counterfeits,  forgery,  clean¬ 
ing,  and  more.  324  pages,  ill. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRFI-200. 
List  $29.95 


Scott  Travers'  Top  88 
Coins  Over  $100 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  draws  a  road¬ 
map  detailing  both  the  hits  and 
the  misses  —  the  coins  that,  in 
his  opinion,  represent  good 
values  or  that  you  should  steer 
clear  of.  134  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTR-950. 

List  $11.95 


Comprehensive  Catalogue 
and  Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and  Peace 
Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mallis 

A  brand  new  edition  of 
this  popular  book.  534  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BVA-710. 

List  $79.95 


The  Best  of  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die 
Varieties 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 
Features  139  of  the  most 
desirable  Washington  quarter 
doubled  dies  with  detailed  de¬ 
scriptions,  cross-reference  in¬ 
formation,  values,  rarity,  and 
more.  186 pages,  illustrated. 
Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BWE-825. 
List  $19.95 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  hooks! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Kennedy  Half 
Dollar  Book 
By  James  Wiles,  Pli.D. 

Covers  hundredsof  die  va¬ 
rieties  in  this  popular  series, 
including  repunched  mint- 
marks,  die  modifications,  ma¬ 
jor  die  breaks,  pricing  and  rar¬ 
ity,  plus  helpful  hints  for 
cherrypicking.  316  pages,  ill. 
Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-202. 
List  $40.00 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Dahlonega  Mint 
By  Douglas  Winter 

Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck 
at  the  Dahlonega  Mint,  includ¬ 
ing  availability  and  commen¬ 
tary  related  to  striking  and  die 
characteristics.  250  pages,  ill. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-818. 

List  $25.00 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint 
By  Douglas  Winter 

A  new  edition  based  on  re¬ 
search  Doug  Winter  has  done 
since  the  first  edition  was  pub¬ 
lished.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings, 
strike  information,  surfaces,  lus¬ 
tre,  die  varieties  and  more  for 
each  issue.  220  pages,  ill. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BVVI-819. 

List  $35.00 


John  Reich 
a  numismatic  biography 
By  Stewart  Witham 

An  illustrated  biogra¬ 
phy  which  makes  John 
Reich,  designer  of  the  1807 
Capped  Bust  coinage,  come 
alive.  48  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-900 
List  $12.95 
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by  Stewart  Witham 


limited  SdittiM 


Thank  Gaspabro  Si;t 

From  1965  until  1981,  Frank  Gasparro  was  chief  engraver  of  the 
United  States  Mint.  During  his  tenure  in  the  highest  office  to  which  an 
engraver  can  aspire,  he  created  new  designs  for  four  different  coins. 

For  us,  Frank  Gasparro  personally  certified  1,000  limited-edition  sets 
of  the  four  coins  he  created — a  historical  memento  to  his  creative  ability 
that  you  will  be  proud  to  own!  Each  set  is  mounted  in  a  custom-made 
display  holder  with  a  glossy  black  background  and  beautiful  gold  letter¬ 
ing.  At  the  center  is  mounted  the  Personal  Certification  from  Frank 
Gasparro,  hand  signed  in  ink  and  hand  numbered.  Each  coin  in  the  set  is 
Gem  Proof— the  finest  quality  available.  Each  piece  represents  the  first 
year  of  issue  of  the  design;  1959  Lincoln  cent  Memorial  reverse;  1964 
Kennedy  half  dollar  Eagle  reverse;  1979  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollar,  obverse 
and  reverse,  and  the  1971  Eisenhower  dollar  obverse  and  reverse. 

Here  is  one  of  the  most  historic  and  desirable  numismatic  items  to  be  offered  in  our  time  Set  No  1  w  as 
retained  by  Frank  Gasparro  personally.  Set  No.  2  was  presented  to  the  National  (  oin  (  election  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  Set  No.  3  was  presented  to  the  American  Numismatic  Socicts  Set  No  4  was  pre 
sen  ted  to  the  ANA. 

This  is  a  strictly  limited  edition  offer,  and  once  the  remaining  sets  have  been  sold,  no  more  will  be 
available 
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Thinking  of  Selling: 


Bowers  and Merena’s 


Spectacular 
Auction  Season 


Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You. 


We  sold  the  Walter  II.  Childs 
Collection  specimen  of  the  1 804 
Draped  Bust  silver  dollar  for 
$4,140,000,  the  highest  price 
paid  at  auction  for  any  rare  coin. 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  season  for  2000 . . .  and 
especially  hope  you  will  join  us  in  the  ANA  Sale  of  the  Millennium, 
August  9-12,  in  Philadelphia.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  let  Bowers  and 
Merena’s  expertise  go  to  work  for  you!  Whether  your  collection  is  worth  several 
thousand  dollars  or  several  million  dollars,  the  same  quality  of  presentation  and 
numismatic  expertise  that  characterized  our  past  record-breaking  sales  will 
showcase  your  coins,  sets,  or  entire  collection.  Over  the  years  we  have  sold 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  coins,  paper  money,  and  other 
numismatic  items  for  tens  of  thousands  of  consignors,  ranging  from  museums, 
government  agencies,  and  institutions  to  private  collectors. 

•  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection 
•  The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection 
•  The  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 
•  The  Norweb  Collection 

•  The  Garrett  Collection  on  behalf  of  The  Johns  Hopkins  University 
•  The  Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection  via  the  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Company 
•  The  Boys  Town  Collection 
•  The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
•  The  Connecticut  State  Historical  Society 
•  And  many,  many  more!!! 

Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are  available  instantly  upon 
receipt  of  your  consignment.  Simply  call  John  Pack,  our  auction  director,  for 
complete  details,  including  our  low  commission  rates.  It  may  well  be  the  most 
financially  rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made! 
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Our  L upcoming  Sales 


November  11-13,  1999 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/ Baltimore  Convention) 


January  4-5,  2000 
Orlando,  Florida 

The  Rarities  Sale 


March  23-25,  2000 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 

May  25-26,  2000 
New  York  City,  New  York 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  -  Part  III 

June  23-24,  2000 
Chicago,  Illinois 

(with  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Expo) 

August  7,  2000 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

The  Rarities  Sale 


August  9-12,  2000 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  Sale  of  the  Millennium 

Now  accepting  consignments 

October  19-21,  2000 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 

November  19-21,  2000 
New  York  City,  New  York 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Collection  -  Part  IY 

Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next  several  years. 
January  2-3,  2001;  January  8-9,  2002;  January  7-8,  2003;  and  January  6-7,  2004 


We  also  hold  second  and  third 
place  for  paces  paid  at  auction 
for  rare  coins:  $1,815,000 for 
the  1804  Draped  Bust  silver 
dollar  and  $1 ,485,000  for  a 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  both 
from  the  collection  of  Louis  E. 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena 


Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894 
800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 

www.bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  auction  «  bowersandmcrena.com 
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Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  Nil  03894 


Toll-free:  800-222-5993  •  In  Nil:  569-5095  •  FAX:  603-569-5319 
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.bowcrsandfncrena.coin  •  email:  dirsalcs@bowersandincrcna.com 


